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113T0 THE 

PREFACE 



HE Title of thefe Mifcellanies 
might raife an expeBation of 
their being calculated to exprefs 
the fentiments of a forty. On 
the contrary, their view was to 
remind all parties of tbofe principles which all, 
occajionalfy at leaf, acknowledge as the bafts of 
fociety, the principles of liberty. 

OUR Fathers , who ejpoufed thefe principles, 
when reafon, liberty, and virtue were mojl un- 
fashionable, were branded with the name of 
Whigs ; we therefore who have thought thofe 
truths fill neceJJ'ary to be inculcated, tho 9 always 
fimewhat out of fajhion, under the covert of 
their name Jpoke with their freedom, on fubjeBs 
*Mch concerned the caufe of liberty, whether 
occurring in cmtroverfes of learned men, or 
parliamentary tranJaSiions. 

AND Ji nee many of thefe were fubje&s 

of no tranjitory nature, the papers occafionally 

Wote on them are now collected in thefe vo~ 

A z bv$es i 
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fames 3 wherein we hope the reader will find the 
greater fatisfaSlion, when be obferves them wrote 
by perfons differing from me another in opinion 
in fome important points; finee the controvert 
fies which this difference produced were carried 
on with a regard to truth, and to truth onfy 9 
and may therefore in thefe points afford more 
light than any uniform proau&ion. 

TH ERE are few quejiions which concern 
the intereji of liberty but what fometime occur* d 
during the continuance of this undertaking j and 
if in any of thofe quejiions the reader finds fome 
information, we hope he will excuje a want of 
poignancy which fatire now gives the works in 
fajhion. Writings filled with fucb ornaments, 
like painted windows, obfcure the light theyjhould 
afford. 

CO UL D we bavefiooped to ufe general or 
perfonal abufe, occafion has not been wanting. 
Attach were frequently made from many quar- 
ters, and with indecency enough*, but ufiialfy 
they were Jucb as might proceed equally from a 
weak bead or a corrupted heart ; we cbofe to 
fee all objefis in their mildefi light, and there- 
fore overlooked them ; particularly the author 
of a motley projeSl, which he calls 'The Alliance 
between Church and State, which be propofed 
alternately Jhould be each other's, tools, whereby 
the glorious work ofjlavery might mojl effectual- 
ly be carried on in the mofi f acred conjunction. 
*Tba' we could not wholly approve his Jiheme, yet 
if Wf c >Wti)ity on us c$n give tyry any plepfure> 
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w can permit bim to enjoy it unmolefted i even 
until be /hall be able to prove bis own Legation 
at divine as that of Mofes. 

7TR T can we hope to batte given no offence ? 
To be of no party is to be obnoxious to all ; and 
to contend for Liberty is at leafl an indirect at- 
tack on Power, which all men (whether in pof 
fejjum or in expectation of it) think may be 
fafefy trufted in their own bands at leaft, well 
blowing tbem/ehes to be the friends of liberty, 
and being very Jure they never Jhall attack it, 
at leajl except when the moft pr effing neceffity re* 
quires * fo little do men know themfehes, Jo eafy 
ts it for them to rank tbemfelves amongjl toe 
friends of liberty, on the merit only of not attack* 
ing it for nothing. But no truth can be more 
certain, than that every man who is not a£five 
in the caufe of liberty, confents to be ajlave. 

TJjTE matters treated on were generally 
purfued as far as the occajion required*, but the 
po/tponing the bill propofed, for the relief of the 
poor, tf^/punifhing of vagrants, prevented the 
farther confderation of it as at that time ujk- 
lejs ; tho 9 when the Ugijlature Jhall be pleajed 
to take that dejign once more into their confiderd* 
Hon, no fubjeft can better deferve the attention 
of the friends ^liberty, than that which would 
relieve and make ufeful tboufands who live in 
idknefs and wretcbednefs, and at the fame time 
greatly reduce thefze and clear the difficulties of 
our Jlatute-law, and Jet a noble precedent fir 
farther improvements of that fort : A work of 
A3 m 
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nofmall confequence both to the eafe andfafety of 
thefubjeSt. 

ANOTHER fubjeft which we could have 
wijhed to have explained more fully is the repetil 
or amendment of the laws which lay rejlraints 
and penalties on Proteftant DifTenters 5 perfms y 
who, as we think, have Jhewn themfelves the 
Jledfall friends of liberty and this eftablifhment. 
It is indeed true, that they were Old Whiggs 
who frjl made thefe laws, nay not without the 
concurrence and ajjiflance of we DifTenters them- 
felves ; but as experience Jhen&s them to be of 
no confequence to anfwer the ends propofed in 
making them, and as they tend on the contrary 
to weaken the hands which they were made to 
Jlrengtben, they feem to have continued full long 
enough. 

'TIS faid, the taking off tbofe reftraints 
would make divifionsamongft us y and alarm the 
clergy. Our clergy fee too clearly, the confe- 
quences which the defired repeal would be of to 
the honour of religion, and the uniting Proteft- 
ants, to give a negative to it, was it to depend 
on their . voices. Nor could any friend to the re- 
peal be anxious of the event even on that con- 
tingency, if he duly confdered how long all eccle- 
faftical preferments have been in the dijpofal of 
the friends of liberty j fuch whom the Diflenters 
have conjlantfy, and with fome Juccefs, ejpous'd 
on all occafions, who therefore never would put 
power into the hands of perfecutots. And does 
% mi experience Jhew this expectation anfwered? 
• ~ "The 
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The piety $ the charity ? the moderation^ the love of 
liberty y winch every "where adorn the paftors of 
our churchy would doubtlefs induce them to treat 
every reft faint on confcience with indignation; 

GENTLEMEN who talk of the divi± 
Jhns this would cauje, who fear dangers froni 
fbis alteration $ bur kw A who fee vijwns of 
M03 s, and are haunted with Dr. SachevereU'/ 
apparitkn y ought to took back on pqft times i 
Let them fee what effeft a Jtep like this had in 
the Roman commonwealth. 

ALL offices of mqgiftrgcy were there con- 
fined by law and by religion to be executed bj 
Patricians only, who being orthodox by birth % 
could only take the qufpices j which f acred cere^ 
many was neceffary in every aSl of government-* 

THE Plebeians defired thefe laws might be 
repealed. 

WHILB T this $u<ftion ibas in di/puie, Jb 
zealoujly was it cohtejled, that Rome was twice 
in danger of being abandoned-, and often like to 
Jink under inteftine quarrels. 

THE people faid they nxtould not be ai ihi 
trouble to defend ajlate which thought them un* 
worthy to be trujled with its offices 5 whilft the 
Patricians injifled on their antient rights, as the 
foundation of religion and government, and thought 
the fate tf Rome depended on their being thain* 
iained. 

B UT yet nofoorier wefe theje laws repealed, 

if I may ufe that term$ and offices of all kinds 

common to every Roman, but the event Jhewed 

A 4 their 



Yin PREFACE. 

their mijlake. tVith tbefe laws all preterr/tons 
of faction were taken away aljb. Real and per- 
gonal merit (fays a judicious writer ', fpeaksng of 
this period) was now chiefly regarded in tbe di- 
Jlrioution of Honours ; Jo that this period of 
time may more properly toon any other be called 
the period of Roman virtue. 

IT may he added > that in confequence of t bis 
amendment of their conjlitution, Rome in a few 
years overcame all her difficulties, and became 
miflrefs of Italy. 

THE onh thing we ought to add is an apo- 
logy for tbe delay which has been made in tbe 
publication of tbefe volumes : But we chufe rather 
to hope for tbe pardon of tbe gentlemen %vhd have 
honoured this Work with their fubfcription y from 
their knowledge of tbe unea/ine/s which this de- 
lay mujl have given us y than trejpafs on their 
patience farther \ by troubling them with com- 
plaints of printers and fuch like trifles which 
have occajoned it. 
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Quid liber t ate pretiqfius ? Porro quam turpe % 

Ji ordinatio everfione y libertasfervitute mu- 

tetur? Plin. epijt.xxiv. lib. 3. 

LIBERTY is of that vaft im- 
portance and infinite confequence 
to mankind, that 'tis impofli- 
ble for any nation to value it 
too highly, or to be too jealous 
of every attempt that may have a tenden^ 
cy to infringe or deftroy it. .'Tis one of the 
nobleft gifts' oi God to mankind, the founda- 
tion of prQperty, the fource of bappinefs in 
publick and private life, and eflentially necef- 
fary 1 all rational and acceptable religion. 
Life itfelf, without liberty, is not only a bur- 
Vol. I. B the* 
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then to a generous mind, but even a reproach 
and fcandal to human nature. For what 
greater fhame to a reafonable being, endowed 
by the univerfal Parent with freedom of choice, 
> and inverted by him with an unalienable right 
to reafon, judge, and z&for himfelf] and to 
enjoy the fruits of his own diligence and la- 
bour ; what greater fhame, I fay, to fach a 
being, than to become the flave and property 
of another^ and thus wear the chains and 
fetters of an infamous bondage ! 

So great was the love of liberty amongft 
the aritieht Romans, and fiich their deteftation 
of flavery, that to diftinguifli their children 
from their 'fervants and flaves, they called 
them liberty to denote that they were born to 
liberty, and to infpire them with an early 
Love to it. Yea, fuch was their fenfe of the 
invaluable bleffings which flowed from it,, 
that they confecrated liberty into a deity, and 
honoured her with temples, altars,, and Sacri- 
fices. The Athenians alfo were educated, as 
the divine philofopher aflures us, &<v*<rwitey$t{*4r 
in the principles of univerfal liberty, and t&ight 
to contend for it bothagainft Greeks and Bar- 
barians, from their very infancy. 
•■ Happy would it be for all nations, who 
enjoy this excellent and divine gift, was there 
more care taken in the education of their 
childi^n in this refped: ; were they made ear- 
ly acquainted with the nature and worth of 
liberty, infpired from the beginnings of life* 
with an ardent love to it,, and brought up' 

with* 
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with die moft perfect abhorrence of all flavifli 
principles, and of the feveral arts and me- 
thods by which wicked and defigning men 
have invaded the rights, and at laft impiouOy 
deftroyed the nobleft privileges of their coun- 
try. This would be the beft and moft ef- 
fectual method, that human prudence could 
poflibly take, for the fecurity of every valu- 
able blefling of life, and to tranfmit the 
bleffings of one generation down to another, 
even to the lateft pofterity. 

Many are the oppofitions that have 
been made, and various the attempts that 
have been pratfifed, to abridge and deftroy 
the liberties of thefe happy and envied king- 
doms ; and on the other hand, what treafures 
have been fpent, what blood hath been fpilt 
to defend and maintain them ! Thanks to hea- 
ven, we ftill enjoy them ; and tho* the pur- 
chafe hath been cq/tly> it hath been far from 
being too dear. We are a kingdom not of 
Jlaves, but of men. Our eftates, our perfons, 
our families, our confeiences, our religion, 
are all our own. We are governed, 'tis true ; 
but we are willingly governed, becaufe govern' d 
by law, and not by the arbitrary dictates of 
infolent and lawlefs power. We obey our 
prince, and our obedience is our choice ; be- 
caufe he is the father and protestor of the na- 
tion, and not the tyrant of the people. He 
rules with juftice, and our fubmiflion is the 
effect of reverence and love. The clergy > 
who are men of religion, virtue, and learn- 
B 2 ing, 
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ing, amongft us, are highly refpe52ed> and boun- 
tifully rewarded 1 ; and we gladly yield to their 
perfuafons of retifon> and willingly follow their 
conduit, when they lead ds into the paths of 
truth and happfaefs. But, as Britons and 
Profejlants, we /corn the imperious dictates 
of interefted and defigning ecclefiafticks, 
keep our confcience facred to God, chufe our 
religion for ourfelves, and worfhip every one 
according to his own mind, without the fears 
of an inquifition, or the terrors of a violent 
and cruel death. The fruits of our labour 
and induftry are our certain ix&facred proper- 
/y, which we ufe for our own conveniences, dif- 
pofe of at our pleafure, and leave in fecurity 
to our heirs after us. Our children, thotedear 
pledges of paternal love, thofe ftrong fecuri- 
ties of matrimonial affedtion, we educate 
them for ourfelves, we train them up to thofe 
employments of life our own prudence and 
circumftances direct us to,, without the dif- 
treffing fears of feeing them torn from us by 
the violence of the prince, or the bigotry and 
foperftition of crafty and tyrannical priefts. 
In a word, our conftitution, as Britons and 
Proteftants, is this, That we are born our- 
felves to liberty, and can leave the fair and 
godlike inheritance to our pofterity after us. 

But are we fo veryjeeure in the poflef- 
fion' of this ineftimable treafure, as to be in 
no danger of being deprived of it ? Are there 
no enemies that lie in wait to ruin us ? no 
attempts of reftlefs and envious men to de- 
fraud 



N°r. ^Oid Whig. 5 

fraud uS of our birth-rights? no defigns to 
diiieife us by violence ? Would to God this 
were our happy ftate, and that there was no 
need to write in defence of liberty, or to 
excite Great-Britain to a becoming jeaiouiy 
and care that flie doth not lofe it. 

Bu t how many vijible fymptoms are there 
of danger? The nation is on all hands 
alarm'd with the growth of popery. The great 
prelate of our church hath warned his clergy 
of it by a circular letter : fbme of our cler- 
gy, and many of the diflenting teachers, are 
carrying on publick le&ures, in a very laudable 
manner, to warn their congregations stgainft 
the fpirit, doctrines and practices of this an- 
tichriftian fuperftition : authentick accounts 
from the north and weft of England^ and 
from the principality of Wales^ fpeak of large 
numbers of converts, of the increafe, of 
mafs-houfes, the publick appearance of po- 
pifh priefts, and of the moft open refort 
to their places of worfhip. In the two great 
cities of London and Wejlminjler y they enter 
into publick conferences and difputes in fa- 
vour of popery, privately fpread amongft the 
people catechiims for the reception of converts, 
books of devotion, and fcandalous accounts 
of the reformed religion, and of thofe illuf- 
tritfus and worthy men, who were the gloria 
ous injlruments of providence in planting and 
eftabliftiing it in this and other nations of 
Europe. The number of priefts about this 
city, is fiudj by a moderate computation, to be 
B 3 no 
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no lcfs than ten tboufand-, and the number of 
the Papifts in the kingdom to amount tofix 
hundred thoufand. And are not thefe circum- 
ftances fufhcient to excite us to a fenfe of our 
danger? Do they not loudly call on every 
Briton and Proteftant to put himfelf upon his 
guard againft fo fatal and growing an evil ? 

But to what can the growth of thus abfurd 
and falfe religion be owing ? A religiony^W- 
ed injlavery and ignorance, that tramples on 
all the rights of private judgment, and de- 
ftroys the liberties of nations wherever it pre- 
vails. If it increafes among the inhabitants 
of this kingdom, , it muft proceed from this, 
amongft other caufes, that too many have 
lojl thefenfe of liberty, and are ignorant of 
the true value of it; that they underftand 
not the unalienable rights of confcience, the 
privileges of chriftianity, and thofe fubftan- 
tial principles upon which the reformation 
wasfounded, and originally fettled amongft us. 
'Tis in the nature of things impoffible, that 
popery can prevail amongft any part of man- 
kind, but flavery muft increafe in proportion 
with it. Liberty and popery are two abfolute 
and irreconcileable contradictions ; as oppo- 
fite to each other as light to darknefs, and as 
heaven to hell. 

The firft Jlep which a convert to this re- 
ligion muft take, is the renouncing his fenfes 
and reafon, and Sacrificing his judgment and 
confcience to the authority and dictates of a 
proud and domineering priejl; who, when he 

* hath 
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hath thus fecured the property of him, finds it 
an eafy work to retain him in eternal vaflal- 
age, by prejudicing him againft all means of 
conviction, and by inftilling into his mind a 
faperjiitious fear, that every thought and 
every attempt to free himfelf from bis holy 
chains, is a mortal and damnable fin. Since 
therefore this growth of popery is a demon- 
Arable proof that principles of flavery are ad- 
vancing amongft us, what can be a more in- 
cumbent duty upon every Englijhman, than 
to endeavour to revive the ancient zeal of the 
Britifh nation againft the incroachments of 
this accurfed evil, and to infpire them with 
the fentiments of Consistent Protes- 
tants, by leading them to a thorough 
knowledge of thofe excellent principles, by 
which alone the proteftant religion can be fup- 
ported and defended. 

And this is the more neceflary, becaufe 
there are not wanting men amongft ourfelves, 
who, tho' proteftants by profeffion, yet re^ 
tain and inculcate the mofi dangerous princi- 
ples of popery, and are for fetting up an in- 
dependent power in this kingdom, fubverfhre 
of his Majefty's prerogative, and all the va- 
luable rights of the fubjetft ; men, who envy 
Britons the privilege of thinking, judging, 
fpeaking, and writing for themfelvesj who are 
iworn enemies to the liberty of theprefs\ who 
infolentlyface the civil government, and even 
threaten majefty itfelf, if it dares to difpute or 
B 4 contra- 
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contradict their humble advices, their facred 
commands. 

As a proof of this, I appeal to a pafiage 
publifhed in the Weekly Mifcellany of jFV£. 22. 
laft paft ; a paper thought to have the coun-^ 
tenance and affiftance of fome very great and 
able pens. The paffage is this, l * The Rev. 
<c Dr. R. who was lately difappointed of the 

" b— p — k of G r, hath kiffed his Ma- 

cc jetty's hand for a much more confiderable 
c< preferment in Ireland. From whence in 
<c juftice it ought to be prefumed> that the 
<f Doctor hath purged himfelf from what he 
<c was charged with in relation to his faith : 
" fince it cannot decently be fuppofed, that 
" under a government, fo tender of the 
" rights of all the fubjedts, any invafion (hall 
" be made of the ejfential privileges of the 
<c cbrijiian church, or that thofe privileges, 
<c which never yet hatre been violated in any 
c< part of cbriJlendom y fhould be facrificed to 
fi the pleafure of any one man, in a manner, 
" that might give juft offence to the whole 
c 5 bench of bifhops, and the body of the 
" clergy, and all the orthodox members of 
" the churches of England and Ireland, 
<c which his majefty hath fo often declared 
" that he will protedt and encourage." 

'Tis very obfervable, that the author of 
this remarkable paflage, fays only, that it 
ought to be in juftice: prefumed, that Dr. R. 
hath purged himfelf. The thing is not cer- 
tain, 'tis but a preemption at beft 5 but 'tis a 

prefump-* 
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prefumptioft, that, it feems, is founded in 
jujtice. But who muft judge whether there be 
any real juftice to fupport it ? To whom hath 
the do&or purged himfelf ? Why doth not 
the purgation publickly appear ? If this pur- 
gation of the dodtor bath no faB to fupport 
the prefumption of it, if in reality be batb 
not purged himfelf ] and ought not to purge 
himfelf of an infamous charge to our Engltjb 
inquifitors of the faith ; why then, Britons, 
behold the character that is drawn of your 
prince by this proftituted pen, this advocate 
for the inquifitorial power, and for the fub- 
je&ion of die crown itfelf to the lordly claims 
of the more f acred priefibood ! His majefty 
is, in the reprefentation of this infolent writer, 
what I relate with horror, an invader of the 
ejfential privileges of tbecbrifiian churchy and 
one who batb facrifced tbofe privileges, which 
never yet have been violated in an f part of 
cbiiftendom. He hath given jufi offence to the 
whole bench of bifhops, the body of the clergy, 
and all the orthodox members of the churches of 
England and Ireland ; and hath hereby broken 
his ownpromifes to them, and his repeated de* 
clarations that he will prote& and encourage 
them. 

If this is not an endeavour to Jpread difaf- 
fiftion throughout the clergy, and members 
of the churches of England and Ireland, to his 
majefty's perfon and government, and fetting 
up an authority wholly deftrudive of the 
-regal power, 'twill be hard to fay what is fo. 

Jfot 
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Bat how low is the fupremacy of the crown re- 
duced, that it muft thus afk advice, and 
grant no preferments in the church without 
the leave of our new inqaifitors ! Where are 
the liberties of the clergy and people of Eng- 
land, if purgations muft be the consequence 
of the vile charges of envy and malice/ 
Which of our reverend prelates can fit with 
fafcty on their bench, if they, muft be obliged 
to defend themfelves againft the bafe injinu- 
ations of fcandalous and abandoned inform- 
ers! Awake, Oyc WJ)igs y in defence of in- 
jured majefty, the honour of your church, 
thus impudendy afperfed, and your own, 
and your fellow-fubje&s liberties thus info- 
lently invaded. Inquifitions, purgations, 
prieftly powers, and the like, are the. goodly 
groupe of doctrines, now openly avowed, and 
pubhckly pleaded for. In oppofition to thefe 
exorbitant principles and claims, the Old 
Whig is refolved to make his appearance in 
the world, demands your patronage, and 
queftions not your encouragement and pro- 
tection ; efpecially as he brings with him no 
more of republican than he doth of Jlavijb 
principles, is a hearty friend to the prefent 
happy conftitution, and an enemy to nonp 
but thofe who are enemies to the religion 
and liberties of his country. 
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ggid liber t ate pretiofius ? T^orro quam tprpe, 

Ji ordinatio everfione y libertas Jervitute mu- 

tetur? Plin. eptft. xxiv. lib. 2* 

I Am very glad to find, by feyeral good in- 
formations that I have received, that the 
title I have aflumed, and the defign I appear 
to engage in, meet with a kind and favourable 
reception amongft the inhabitants of this great 
and wealthy city : nor indeed could left be 
expected, than that a paper, devoted, to the 
catife of liberty 9 fhould engage the attention 
and receive the general encouragement of thofe, 
who enjoy the fruits, and fhare the advan- 
tages of this invaluable bleffingj who owe 
their trade and exteniive commerce, their 
riches and plenty, the fecurity of all their 
properties, and the unmolefted exercife of 
their religion, to liberty. 

No man is born intirely for bimfelf but 
is bound by the laws of reafon and religion 
to confult and promote^ as far as he is able, 
the welfare of others, efpecially the publick 
good of that iociety of which he is a member ; 
on the fafety and happinefs of which, bis 
ownperfonal interejl hath a conftant and intire 
dependance. And as almoft all the valuable 

bleflings 
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bleflings of human life muft neceffkrily Hand 
or fall with liberty, an attempt to explain the 
nature and vindicate the principles of it, to 
fettle its boundaries, to defend it againft the 
inroads of flavery, todifcover the private and 
dijlant defignsoi wicked men formed againrt 
the intereft of it, and vigoroufly to oppo&y 
byfoiid reafon and argument, every publick 
attack that maybe made upon it, mud be 
acknowledged to be worthy the character of a 
good citizen, a real patriot, and a lover of 
mankind. 

'Tis with a fole view of ferving this glo- 
rious caufe, that I appear in the world, under 
the title of an Old Wh ig ; becaufe it hath 
ever been one of the diftinguifhing parts of 
the chara&er of a true Wbig> to be zealous 
for the liberties of the fubjeft, in oppo/ition 
to the claims of arbitrary power in our kings, 
and the pra&icesof fadtious bigotted ecclefi- 
afticks, who have envied us the liberties pro- 
vidence hath kindly favoured us with, and 
been frequently employed as tools by ambi- 
tious princes to ruin and inflave us ; that by 
depriving us of our civil liberties, they might 
rob us of our religious ones too, and leave us 
nothing but what we held at the precarious 
pieafure of the mitre or the crown. 

The name of Whig took its rife in the 
reign of King Charles II. and was bellowed 
on the beft patriots then in the kingdom, as a 
term of dtfgrace, for their oppofing the ar- 
bitrary meafures which were carrying on by 

that 
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that monarch, and vigoroufly averting the 
fights of parliament, and the privileges of the 
people. They were true friends to the old 
Englijh conftitiition. They faw with con- 
cern the attempts that were made to ruin it 
by the reigning prince \ aftd dreaded theprofc 
peft of a popi/h fucceffbr , whom they 
knew to be of a warm 2nd furious temper % 
and under whom they had juft reafon to fear 
the fubverfion of their religion, and the lofe 
of all their liberties as Englijhmen and protec- 
tants. And therefore, as they well knew that 
no pojfible expedient could be found out to fe- 
cure the liberties of their country and the re- 
formed religion, under the government of a 
popifti prince, bigotted to his own fiiper- 
ftition, and under the influence and manage- 
ment of bigotted and crafty priefts, they 
were for purfuing the only meafure that under 
God could pofiibly fave them from the im- 
pending ruin, and for excluding him from 
the fucceflion to the throne, who was by 
principle and religion, an avowed enemy to the 
nation. The names of RuJ'el, Cavendi/h, 
Capel, Montague and Winnington>^vii\\ ever 
be remembred with honour, who were the 
moft zealous promoters and advocates for the 
exclufion bill. 

True and genuine Whiggifm therefore 
confifts in a zealous attachment to the liber- 
ties of mankind, and particularly in a warm 
and habitual concern for, and refolution to 
fupport, all the juft laws and privileges of the 
Britijh 
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Britijh nation. It confiders our princes as 
inverted with their fupreme authority for the 
publick welfare ; as the executors of the la w% 
the fathers of their people, and the protedlors 
of all good fubje&s in their rights and pro- 
perties. It efteems the laws which bound the 
frince's power, equally facred with thofe which 
determine the meafures of obedience in thefub- 
jeSi -, and is as much an enemy to all tyran- 
nical proceedings in the one, as it is to rebellion 
and treafon in the other. It regards the obli- 
gations between the king and his people as re- 
ciprocal; and the obedience of the latter as 
then only, according to the conftitution 3 due, 
when they enjoy their juft protection under 
the government of the former* It then reve- 
rences their perfbns, chearfully contributes to 
the fupport of their ftate and dignity, and 
ftudies the eafe, the honour and profperity of 
their adminiftration. In a word, tho' it 
bears an irreconcileable and mortal enmity to 
tyrants and oppreflbrs, and confiders them as 
tne plagues and curfes of mankind, and is and 
•will be no longer fubje& to them, than 
whilft conftrained by neceflity and force ; yet 
it places benevolent, wife, and righteous 
princes amongft the moft exalted charaders 
of human life, honours them as the true 
vicegerents of almighty God, the beft as well 
as the greateft of beings, and pays them an 
obedience that is the effedt of inclination, 
and flows equally from a fenfe of duty, gra- 
titude and intereft. 

Thus 
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Thus friendly arc the principles of the 
genuine fFbigs to the office and dignity of 
kings and princes. But then, on the other 
hand, they confider all men as invefted by 
God and nature with certain unalienable 
rights and privileges, which they can't with- 
out a crime iacrifice themfelves, and of which 
they can't without the higheft oppreffion and 
cruelty be deprived by others* Such is the 
right of all men to judge for themfelves in 
all matters that relate purely to confcience, 
to chufe their own religion, to avow their 
principles, to defend them when oppofed, and 
to worfhip God according to their feveral per- 
flations, and the didtates of their own rea- 
fon and judgment, without any interruption 
from the civil power, or being made fubjedt to 
fofitive or negative penalties upon this account* 
They look upon focieties as formed and entered 
into, not to abridge men of their ipoft valua- 
ble and (acred rights, but with a view to their 
better fecurity in the pofleffion of them, whe- 
ther natural or acquired ; and think that the 
great end of ally*//? law and government is 
the full and intire proteSiion of all thofe who 
contribute by a peaceable and ufeful behaviour 
to the common welfare, and do not by any 
wilful violation of the public peace forfeit 
thofe privileges, which they haVfe otherwife 
an equal claim to with the reft of mankihd. 

And as religion can no otherwife contri- 
bute to' the benefit or fefety of civil govern- 
ment, than as the principles of it are heartily 

believed, 
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believed, and the internal habits and difpo- 
fitions of it are implanted and prevail in the 
mind, they look upon all force in the affairs 
of religion as criminal, unjuft, and tyran- 
nical in its nature ; because it cannot poffi- 
bly produce that conviction which is neceflary 
to a rational perfuafion and firm belief; and 
they regard all difcouragements of every kind, 
for non-compliance with any particular exter- 
nal rites and ceremonies, to which the name 
of religion hath been too often given, as ab- 
furd and wicked : for as the being and pros- 
perity of civil government hath not the leaft 
dependance on, and can never be promoted 
by the obfervance of any fuch particular ex- 
ternal rites ; and as the moil punctual con- 
formity to them, where the inward princi- 
ples of religion are wanting, is not giving 
any real fecurity to fociety of the fidelity 
and good behaviour of thofe who obferve 
them ; fo, on the other hand, the laying per- 
fons under difcouragements and penalties, be- 
caufe they cannot in conference and judgment 
fubmit to the ufe of them*, is really punifliing 
them on account of things which do not in 
their nature deferve puniftiment, and are not 
indeed properly cognizable by the civil magi£- 
trate. And 'tis equally ridiculous to imagine, 
that a man can forfeit any of the common 
rights of fubjedts, becaufe he fcruples an ha- 
bit, a gefture, or particular form of words, 
that others may think fit to make ufe of, as 
it would be to fuppofe, that he may be de- 

l prived 



prived of thofe rights, for not being in a 
fafhionable drefs, or of zjiatutableform, co* 
lour, or heighth of body* 

As a true fP%ig therefore believes the 
great intention of law is every man's protec- 
tion 5 fb he thinks every fubjedfc equally bound 
to pay a juft obedience to all the righteoud 
and equitable laws of the community j and 
that no kind of chara&er, civil or facred, can 
fet any one above the obedience of a fubjedr, 
or ought to exempt him from the penalties 
annexed to adts of injustice and violence, 
and the wilful breach of the good order and 
peace of focieties. And therefore, if any, 
under the facred ewer of religion, advance 
principles deftru&ive of the end of govern-* 
ment, or manifeftly inconfiftent with th« 
liberties of the people; if they propagati 
hatred and divifion between the feveral mem- 
bers of the fociety ; if by publick difcourfea 
or writings they inculcate perfecuting princi* 
pies, and endeavour to inflame mens paflions 
and refentments againft their peaceable fel- 
low-fubje£ts, merely becaufe they happen to 
drefs religion in a different garb from them- 
felves, or choofe it plain, and without the or- 
nament of drefs s he looks on all fuch per- 
fons as turbulent incendiaries and invaders of 
the publick peace, as avowed enemies of 
fociety, as men of dangerous and feditious 
principles > and thinks that civil government 
ought to be extremely jealous of their condud, 
keep them under proper rejiraint^ and refo- 

C lutely 
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lutely protedl thofe they may attempt to in- 
jure 5 and not gratify their pride, malice, bi- 
gotry, and luft of power, by facrificing inno- 
cent good fubje&s either to their clamour or 
refentments. And this he is perfuaded is 
prudent as well as juft ; not only from the 
natural tendency that an univerfal protection 
of all good fubjedts hath to promote univerfal 
harmony, peace and concord amongft the 
members of fociety, but becaufe it hath been 
found true by repeated experience, that when 
the high claims of afluming and imperious 
ecclefiafticks have been too far and too long 
indulged^ civil government itfelf hath been 
at length dishonoured, weakened, infulted, 
threatened, and proftituted to the vileft pur- 
pofes, and indeed the very ends erf it deftroy'd, 
or its Being endangered. 

A s to matters of a merely civil nature, and 
the conftitution and form of government that 
is pecular to the Britijh nation, a true Whig 
is zealous for the juft prerogatives and powers 
of the crown> and for the rights and privi- 
leges of parliament. He confiders this great 
council of the kingdom, compofed of the fe- 
veral orders of our nobility, and of the com- 
mons of Great-Britain of the firft figure and 
fortune in their country, as the representatives 
of the whole body of the people, the guar- 
dians of their refpedtive privileges, thejource 
of law, and the dernier rejbrt to which Bri- 
tons have a right to apply for redrefs of grie- 
vances, deliverance from oppreffion, and pro- 

tedtioa 
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tedtion from injuries, in all cafes in which in- 
ferior courts may either deny juftice, or can- 
not give it. He efteems their frequent meet* 
ings eflential to the welfare and profperity of 
the nation ; their confent necefiary to fupply 
the wants, and provide for the neceffities of 
the government itfelf; and all their refolu- 
tions and a&s, when conducted by wifdom f 
and founded in juftice, and thus manifeftly 
conducive to the univer&l good, and finally 
confirmed by the royal authority, to be bind- 
ing upon all good fubje&s, not only for wratb 9 
but for confeiencefake. And thio' prudence 
may fometimes require men to fit as eafy as 
they can under really oppreffive and injurious 
laws, yet 'tis an eflential principle of Whig* 
gifm> that as no good and faithful fubjedt can 
dderve either difcouragement or oppreffion, 
every one that apprehends himfelf to be ag- 
grieved by any particular laws in force, hath 
an inherent right to petition this high and 
honourable court for relief; and fuch is that 
integrity, equity, and publick fpirit, by which 
their resolutions are generally guided and de- 
termined, that he hath the higheft reafon, 
fooner or later, to exped: it. 

These are the principles I ejpoufe, and 
am determined to defend, as an Old Whio, 
againft all contrary principles and practices 
whatfbever. The mere names of parties I 
fball never regard. The love of liberty and 
virtue I {hall commend in all > and as freely 
cenfure the maxims and meafures of arbitrary 

C 3 and 
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and tyrannical power, by whatfbever let of 
men they are efpdufed and pra<5tifed. I 
fhall, in particular, narrowly watch every 
degree of apoftacy frofti true Whiggifnt in 
the Whigs themfelves \ and fuch of them may 
expeft, as they deferve, to be feverely expo- 
fed. Nor {hall 1 fuffer myfelf to be perverted 
from doing juftice oh others, by any grave 
appearances^ profeffions of fan&ity, or pre- 
tentions to extraordinary and divine powers, 
as often as I find them oppofing the true in- 
tereft of their country, and purfuing methods 
that are in themfelves, or confequences, in- 
confiftent with the juft claims, natural rights, 
and unquestionable privileges of free Britons 
or proteftants. 
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Quid libertate pretiofius? Porro quamturpe, 

Ji ordinatio everfione, libertas fervitute mu- 

tetttr? Plin. epiji. xxiv. lib. 3. 

THE name of Protefiant took its rife 
from the following occafion : In the 
year 1529, at a diet of the princes of the 
empire held at Spires in Germany, it was de- 
creed by the majority there prefent, " That 

"in 
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<c in thofe places, where the * cdl€t of 

cc worms had been received, it fhould be 

u lawful for no one to change his religion : 

fc that in thofe places, where the new religion 

(*. e. the Lutheran) was exercifed, it 

" fhould be maintained, till the meeting of a 

" council, if the antient (the Popijb) reli- 

" gion could not be reftored, without dan- 

Cf ger of difturbing the publick peace : But 

* c that the mafs fhould not be abolifhed, not 

ic the Catbolicks hindred from the free exer- 

cife of their religion, nor any one of them 

allowed to embrace Lutheranifm: That 

the Sacramentarians fhould be banifhed 

the empire : That the Anabaptifts fhould 

be punifhed with death; and that no 

preachers fhould explain the gofpel in any 

<c other fenfe than what was approved by the 

" church." 

Against this decree fix princes of th* 
empire entered their proteft, viz. John, elec- 
tor of Saxony ; George, marquis of Branden* 
burg ; Philip, landgrave of Hejfe ; and Wolff- 
gang, prince of Anbalt ; to whom the four- 
teen following free cities of Germany joined 
themfelves, viz. Strajburg, Norimberg, Ulm 9 
Con/lance, Linda*®, Memmingen, Kempen, 
Nordlingen, Halibrun, Reutlingen, Ifne, St. 

* The edicl of Worms was publifhed in the year K2i. 
by which Luther was proscribed as an heretick and fchif- 
matick, and all perfons prohibited to receive and protect him ; 
and the molt cruer punifhmcnts ordained againft his patrons 
and protectors, the readers of his books, and followers of his 
4o£trines, 
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Gaily Weijfenburg and Windfcheim* And 
from this proteft the Lutherans firft obtained 
the name of Protejlants; which was after- 
wards given in common to all who feparated 
themfelves from the tyrannical and idolatrous 
pra&ices of the church of Rome. 

The things which thefe noble and excel- 
lent princes and cities of the empire protested 
againft, were, the reftraint that was laid on, 
and the violence that wa6 offered to the con- 
sciences of men, by this decree pf the popiSh 
princes and prelates at Spires ; by which they 
ordajned, that no perfon Jhould change their , 
religion, nor any Catholicks be allowed to em~ 
brace Lutheranifin, They confidered that 
there was an authority fuperior to that of 
earthly princes, and that in the matters of 
religion all men were accountable to the tri- 
bunal of God himfelf 5 that the rule of re- 
ligion was the writings of the infpired pro- 
phets and apoftles, and that it was the duty of 
every chriflian to judge of thefenfe of them, 
according to the light and convidtions of his 
confcience, and to adhere ftedfaftly to the Sa* 
cred truths contained in them ; and by con* 
Sequence to renounce all principles and prac- 
tices which appeared to them contrary to. or 
jnconfiftent with the dictates of thofe facred 
writings. Hence, in the beginning of their 
appeal, the princes u appealed for themfelves 
" and their fubje&s, and for all who either 
ff then did, or for the future Should, adhere 
^ to the holy word of Godj and declared, 

« that 
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<c that they had no other defign but the ho- 
<€ nour of God and his moil holy word, 
" and to provide for their own and others 
" ialvation ; and that they neither aded nor 
<c intended any thing but what they were 
" fully convinced they owed to their own 
* c conferences, andcventoGod himfelf." 

In confequence of this noble aflertion of 
the rights and privileges of confidence, they 
farther protefted againft the decree, as prohi- 
biting minifters and preachers to declare and 
publish their religious principles, and what 
they apprehended to be the fenfe and mean- 
ing of the word of God ; and as allowing the 
claims of the church to interpret fcripture, 
and declare the fenfe of it for others. For they 
confidered that gll the great innovations and cor- 
ruptions of religion were introduced under her 
pretended authority ; that the fecred writings 
were the fupreme judge in all matters re- 
lating to chriftianity 5 that they were the beft 
interpreters of themielves ; that the church 
had no other rule of her faith and practice; 
that this rule was intended for the common 
benefit of all christians ; and that by confe- 
quence it was their duty, not only to judge of 
the meaning of it for themfelves, but to de- 
clare their fenfe of it to others, and to bring 
as many to the acknowledgment of the facred 
truths contained in it as they could, whofo- 
ever were the perfons that fliould contradift 
or oppofe them, 

C 4 And 
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And as ttyey knew that violence and force 
In matters of religion were abfolutely incon- 
fiftent with, and deftru&ive of, thefe rights 
and liberties they pleaded for in behalf of 
themfelves and others, they finally pro- 
tefted againft the meafures of perfecution, 
and the punishments intended and ordained 
by this bloody decree againft thofe who had em- 
braced the principles of the Reformation. For 
thus they declare their mind: "There is, 
" fay they, a natural union amongft men \ 
w and that as it is lawful for any one, with- 
<c out being commanded, to interpo/e for 
cc another who is condemned to death, much 
u more was it lawful for them to do it, who 
** were members of the one fpiritual body of 
w Chrift, and the children of one heavenly 
" father ; and thus to take care of their /pi- 
< c ritual brethren, and do what they could 
f * to provide for the fafety of themfelves and 
u their neighbours, in an affair that related 
• c to their eternal falvation or condemnation/' 

How glorious a proteft was this in behalf 
of the liberties of the church of God ! .». . ■■ 
To feefovereign princes, not proudly ufurp- 
ing a dominion over the confciences of their 
fubje&s, nor prefumptuoufly challenging a 
•right and power to bend and reduce them to 
their own religion; but publickly afferting, 
maintaining and defending, that their futv- 
jefts had an equal right to the inftrudtions of 
the word of God with themfelves, and owed 
it XQ him ^n4 their qwn confciences, to 

chpqfQ 
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choofe their religion from this divine and 

incorruptible four ce of truth. To fee them 

thus adorning their high birth and dignity, 
by becoming advocates for the fupreme au- 
thority of the King of kings ; boldly op- 
pofing the haughty and imperious claims of 
men, who under the characters of the church* 
had invaded the prerogatives of the only Sa- 
viour of mankind, generoufly pleading for 
the oppreffed liberties of the chriftian world, 
and kindly interefting themfelves in behalf of 
thofe, who for the caufe of righteoufnefe 
and truth were condemned to death, — — 
Peace, everla/ting peace, reft upon your fpi- 
rits, O ye illuftrious heroes ! and let your 
names never be mentioned, in the proteftant 
wpr)d, without paying the juft tribute of ho- 
nour and reverence to your memories ! 

Nor mufl I forget to felicitate my fel- 
low-proteftants in thefe kingdoms, that his 
prefent Majefiy is defcended from one of 
<hofe noble houfes, who joined in this fro- 
tell againft the cruelties and fuperftkions of 
the church of Rome : Happy prince ! in 
whom the love of liberty is an hereditary 
virtue ! born to be placed by providence at 
the head of that caufe of liberty, his ances- 
tors fo early embraced, fo refolutely main- 
tained; a.nd to be the defender of the faith, 
which fpurns at the di&ates of all human 
pride, and owes its being, only to the force of 
convi&ion, the evidence of reafon, and the 
%reme and infallible authority of the God 
P f trutfo f Thess 
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These were the principles, by adhering 
to which, the firft reformers obtained the 
name of Protejiantsi and aslmyfelf glory 
in this honourable name, I ftiould now pro- 
ceed, in imitation of the great examples be- 
fore-mentioned, to enter my own proteft, in. 
the name, and in the behalf of all the faith*- 
ful, fteady, Confifient Protefiantioi his Ma— 
jefty's dominions. But I give place to the 
following letter, as a teftimony of the high 
refpedt I bear to the members of thatlearn~ 
ed univerfity from whence it comes, and to 
affure them I (hall be glad of their continued 
correfpondence. 



To the Author of the Old Whig* 

SIR, Cambridge, March 16. 

THE title of your firft paper wa§ 
Sufficient to recommend it to our pe- 
fufolj and I can affure you, Sir, for your en- 
couragement, there are great numbers of our 
learned body, who perfectly approve both 
your performance and defign. We were 
all particularly pleafed to fee that you had fal- 
len upon that impudent paflage in the Weekly 
Mifcellany, relating to Dr. R. and we could 
have wifii'd, (confidering how plainly it 
feems defign'd to infinuate a diflhonpurable re- 
flexion on his Majefty> and the adininiftra- 

tion) 
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tion) that you had been fcmewhat more par- 
ticular in your animadverfious upon it. We, 
who live at this diftance from the bufy world, 
are always glad to receive information from 
thoie who live nearer the fountain-head ; and 
therefore we intreatyou to confider this matter 
again, and lend us your affiftance. 

Before the promotion of Dr.R. it was 
die language put into the mouths of thefe 
Mifcellanijls, that their patron, when bis opi- 
nion was a/k'd, was obliged to fay what be 
thought of perfons recommended to preferment \ 
that he claimed no farther influence, but left 
it to the higher powers to determine what was 
proper to be done. The higher powers have, it 
feems, at laft determined otherwife than he 
prefcrib'd and dictated: and now, what is the 
con&quence? A fort of anathema, or bull of 
excommunication, is immediately thunder'd 
out againil the higher powers, by thc&Jufra- 
gan writers, and majefty itfelf is tradue'd and 
vilified, for having violated the rights of the 
cbriftian church. Tis impoflible, we fee, to 
difcover the real temper and difpofnion of 
fbme men, till they are once heartily pro- 
vokU Before this difbbligation, the defigi* 
of th^fe writers was difguifed under the ap* 
pearaoce of a profound refped for his Maje£* 
ty, and a great zeal for the fervice of the ad- 
miniftration; but now, behold! the mafic is 
pulled off, and their fpirit and temper appear 
without cUfguife, 
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Dr. R. (fays the Mifcellanift) who was late- 
ly difappointed of the bijhoprick k of G r 9 

bas kifs'd bis Majeflfs band for a more con/5— 
derable preferment in Ireland ; from whence in 
jujlice, it ought to be prefumed, that the doff or" 
bas purged himfelf from what he was charged 
with y in relation to the faith. Now, Sir, 
we prefunid, that his Majefty did indeed dip- 
believe the malicious and groundlefs reports 
which had been propagated againft the doctor. 
We prefum'd y that his Majefty faw the little, 
bafe, defigning views of the dodor's enemies. 
Weprefum'dit likewife to be a happy prefage, 
that every imperious, ambitious churchman, 
and his accomplices, fhould in due time re- 
ceive their juft reward. But it never entered 
into into our heads to pre/ume, that the dodtor 
muft have purged himfelf from an accufation, 
the exadt particulars of which, few have 
heard, and ftill fewer believe. We could fee 
no neceffity of a purgation where the accufer 
wants credit, and where the credibility of his 
teftimony muft always be deftroyed, by only 
remembring Dr. Hutcbinfon. 

But (fays the Mifcellanijl) the doftor 
* muft certainly have purged himfelf, Jince it 
can never decently befuppofed, that under 
a government l , Jo tender of the rights of fub- 
jefits, any invafion fhould be made of the ejfen- 
tial privileges of the cbrijlian churchy or that 
thofe privilegesy which never yet have been vi~ 
dated in any part gf Chriftendom, fhould be 
facrijkzd (9 the pkafure of any one man, in a 

maimer 
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manner that might give juft offence to the 
-whole bench of bijhops, and the body of the cler* 
gy y and the orthodox members of the chunks of 
England and Ireland, which bis Majefty has fo 
often declared be will protect and encourage. 
Tis eafy to fee, that there is indeed zn inde- 
cency in the mere fuppoftion thatfuch a thing 
«**/</ be done; and 'tis a much greater /«dS 
cency furely, to infinuate that it is done. For 
what foundation is there for fuch an injurious 
fuggeftion ? If Dr. R. has not purg'd himfelf 
as the Mifcellanijl would have him, yet for 
our parts, we fee no rights of the church that 
are violated, unlefs it be a right (which the 
clergy indeed have been generally too fond 
of, and which wife princes have always abridg- 
ed them of) a right to calumniate, and defame 
one another without caufe. We can fee no 
rights offubjeSts invaded, unlefs it be the right 
of fubjeasto dictate to their prince, and pre* 
fcribe to him rules for the diftribution of his 
own favours. We fee no privileges facrific'd 
to thepleafureof one man, unlefs it be the 
privilege of another, to mifreprefent the wor- 
thieft clergymen, and by his exorbitant 
influence, engrofs the fole difpofal of all 
ecclefiaftical promotions. We fee no bijhops 
whom this can difpleafe, and give offence to* 
aaleis there are any who defire to exalt the 
(harth above the ftate, and encroach even 
upon the royal prerogative itfelf. In fhort 
Sir, when we confider the courfe of proceed- 
ing, with regard to Dr. R, the character of 

the 
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the acccufer, and the promoters of the accu* 
fation, as well as the methods, by .which the 
Mifcellaniji, and other writers of that clafs* 
have endeavoured firft to blacken thedo£tocv 
and then the adminiftration ; we can look 
upon the whole, as nothing but a plot of 
fome zealoiis bigots, who, as Erafmus com* 
plains in a like cafe, fubormrunt quendam 
fuifodalitii virum effrontem, eff ranis Hcentia 
& petulantly fa&urn ad conjpuendum Erafi 
mum> nihil recufantem rnodo innotefcat\ nan 
miror hunc bominem infanire, fed patres libs 
demiror quorum zx&Gri\ate fretus bacaudet: 
Qtfiji non vident quantum dedecoris & invidia 
cmciliaturi Jint ordini fuo y defidero in tills 
judicium ijed Jlj quod arbitrer, favent, de- 
fidero in illisfobriam mentem. 

If we judge wrong, as to this affair in 
general, or any of its particulars, you will, I 
hope, be fo good as to re&ify oar miftakes; 
and in return, you (hall from time to time 
receive an account of what paffes in the uni- 
verfity worth your notice. We arc, 



SIR, 

Tour lumblefervants % 
Cantabrigienses. 



N°4« Tie Old Whig. 31 

I ±Jt A A JtlAA.iA 1 !1A4 

r I I I 1 I ™ 1 I I I r I P I 

NUMB. IV. 



Cum creatura nulli, nuttis angelis, aternum 
& immutabile decretutn divina voluntatis 
quam in evangelio patefecit % mutare lie eat ; 
fervemus id nos quoque immotum Gf incor- 
ruptum, nee ex bumana fapientia aliquid 
contra evangelium^ aut incerta prater evan- 
geliumjtatuqmus. Formul. Refor. con- 
fcript. a Luth. &c. 

IF the conduct of the firft reformers, in 
Separating from the communion of the 
church of Rome, was commendable in itfelf, 
andean be juftified byreafons of the higheft 
importance ; if they had a realrigbt to follow 
the dictates of their own con&iences in the 
great aflairs of religion, and to pretefi againft 
allattempte made, either by the civil orecdefi- 
aftkal power, to infringe or deprive then* 
of this ineilimable privilege : the confequencs 
is, that fince truth or reaibn are immutable 
fa their nature* every man^ in every age and* 
nation, hath an equal alaim to the fame, li- 
berty ; and may and ought fteadily and vh« 
goroaily to oppofe and proteji againjl allpria- 
cipies and pra<aices> that are feKonJuteag 
?ith, orfidwrerfiye of it, 

Sucg 
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Such indeed who are flaves to worldly 
and corrupt paflions, fond of imaginary cha- 
racters and prerogatives, and willing to keep 
others in fubje&ion to themfelves, will not 
fail tofligmattze even the caufe of liberty it- 
felf, as faction and (edition. To plead for it, 

is with them licentioufnefs and libertinifm 

To que/Hon their claims, is fure to be repre* 
fen ted as a mark of infidelity — To protejt 
figainft either their corruptions of religion, 
or their ufurpations and abufes of power, ar- 
gues in their judgment profdnenefs and enmity 
to all religion, and is even a crime to be 
f unified by the civil magiftrate. 

Bu t as cenfures of this kind are generally 
very unjuft, and have feldom any thing to 
fupport them but ignorance and prefumptioii, 
they can affeft and terrify none but weak and 
fuperftitious minds. All wife men will ac- 
knowledge that the caufe of liberty is the 
caufe of God, and defpife the impotent re- 
proaches of weak or defigning bigots. The 
name of Protejlant is an honourable badge of 
freedom j and every Confjtent Protejlant muft 
hate every mark of oppreffion and flavery, 
be a flxenuous aflerter of his own rights, and 
a zealous advocate for the rights of others. 
The reformation owes its being to men, who 
had the honejly and courage to oppofe their 
own private judgments to the eftahlifhed opi- 
nions of the whole chriftian world ; to think 
for themjehes, tho' threatened with all the 
terrors of civil puniflunent in the prefent life, 

and, 
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and damnation in a future ftate, for Jucb 
dreadful impiety and infolence ; and to proteft 
againft thole errors in opinion, and iiiperfti- 
tions in practice, which the church hadfanc- 
tifiedi and the ftate eftablijhed. And as truth 
is always the fame, and as the reaforis upon 
which the reformers a£ted were neither local 
nor temporary ; but iiich as will hold good to 
the end of the world amongft all nations, I 
(hall now aflert my own principles; and do 
by tbefe preJentS) in myownname* and in the 
name of all the Conjiftent Proteftants of his 
Majefty's dominions, enter and publifh this 
my following protest. 

I do in the firft place therefore pub lick- 
ly declare, that the facred writings, which 
contain a revelation of the will of God, are 
the only fure, authenticity and infallible rule 
of the faith and practice of every chriftian 
man, by which all opinions are to be fairly 
and impartially examined* by whomfoever 
they may be taught or recommended, or by 
whatfoever authority, whether civil or eccle- 
fiaftical, they may be enforced: And that 
nothing ought to be believed as a necejf'ary 
article of the chriftian religion, which is 
contrary to, or not contained in, thefe fcrip- 
tures of divine infpiration and authority; 
but rather ought to be reje&ed as falfe in itfelf, 
or unneceflary in its nature. 

An Din confequence of this, I do protest 
ogatnfi fetting up and allowing the decrees of 
any men, or body of men, as of equal au~ 

D tboriti 
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tboritv and obligation with the word of God ; 
whether they be councils, fynods, convoca- 
tions, or geheral affemblies ; whether they be 
antient or modern, Romifh or Proteftant^ epif- 
copal, Prcfbyterian or Independent, Popes, 
Fathers and Dodtors ; whether they pretend 
to abfohte infallibility y or * only to the hum- 
bler grace of moral certainty and aflurance. 
In virtue of the obedience and fubmiffion I 
owe to the heavenly and univerfal paftor of 
chriftians, I wholly and for ever renounce them 
as my majters, authoritative guides, and fii- 
preme dire&ors in all or any the affairs of 
religion and falvation ; and all their traditions^ 
canons, and injunctions, as things not wor- 
thy or able to oblige the confcience, becaufe 
not proceeding from the infallible Spirit of 
truth y nor attended with the fanCtion of a di- 
vine command. And in this I have the firft 
reformers, as well as the reafon of the thing, 
tojuftify and fupport me; who frequently 
declared that the fcripture dodirine ought to 
be kept inviolable and incorrupt ; and that 
nothing Jhould be bound on chriftians by human 
prudence y contrary to the gojpel, or that is un- 
certain beftdes the gojpel. Thus alfo are we 
taught by the twentieth article of our own 
excellent church, which declares, That 'tis 
mot lawful for the church to ordain any thing 
that is contrary to God' sword written. Where- 
fore y t$tf the church be a witnefs and keeper 
of holy writ, yet as it ought not to decree any 
" * $<* Dr. WaterfandV Imfvrt. of Trinity, p. 178, fite 

1 " ' thing 
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thing again fi the fame ; Jo be/ides the fame, ought 
it not to eitforce any thing to be believed for 
nece/fity of falvation. 

Anp as this holy writ is the only certain 
and authentick rule to every chriftian in all 
things relating to his confcience and falvation ; 
I do farther qjfert and maintain, agreeable to 
the repeated declarations of the fir ft and moil 
learned Protectants, that in all things ejfential 
to the faith and practice of a christian man, 
the fcriptures are plain andeafy to be under- 
stood, by all that will impartially and dili- 
gently read and ftudy them ; that there is nc? 
ambiguity or myfterioufnefs in their diftin- 
guifhing and necejfary doctrines ; nothing un- 
intelligible or bard to be under flood in the great 
duties and virtues they recommend and in~ 
culcate : And that the charging the iacred 
writings with obfcurity and uncertainty, is 
contrary to the plain declarations of thefe 
writings themfelves, Js»an abufe of the chris- 
tian revelation, an infult upon that Holy Spi- 
rit, by which the authors of them were 
guided, and a wicked reproach thrown on 
them by corrupt and defigning priefts, to 
draw the chriftian world into ajlavijh depen- 
dence on themfelves ; that by thus obfcuring 
this facred and heavenly light, they may 
without fear or diieovery drive the hood-wincked 
flock of Chrift, prone and headlong/ into 
their own fuperftitions, render them implicitly 
obedient to their arbitrary decrees, and make 
them, without controul, fubfervient to the 
Di views 
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views of their ambition, avarice, and luxury. 
" And as this infallible rule of the word of 
God is thus plain in itfelf, and obvious to the 
underftanding of all honeft inquirers, I do 
farther ajfert y that every private chriftian is 
under an indifpenfible obligation to fearcb it 
for himfelf and make the beft ufe of it that he 
can for his information in the will of God, 
and the nature of chriftianity : That he hath 
an unalienable right impartially to judge of 
the fenfezxA meaning of it, and to follow his 
judgment wherefoever it leads him ; even an 
equal right with the bifhops and paftors of 
the church themfelves ; who tho' their office 
leads them to inJlruSi and inform others, yet 
•have no allowance to lord it over the heritage 
of God> to exercife dominion over their consci- 
ences, nor to bind on them the burthen of their 
own decrees, or their fallible interpretations 
of the infallible word of God. 

And in confequence of this, I do farther 
protejt againft that unrighteous and ungodly 
pretence, of making the writings of the fa- 
ther w Sj the decrees of councils and fynods, or 
the fenfe of the church, to be the rule and 
fitndard of judging of the fenfe of fcripture, 
,as Popijh, antichriftian, and infinitely dan- 
gerous to the church of God j fince this hath 
been the very fource of all the innovations 
in religion, and grofs corruptions of the 
chriftian faith and morality, that had for fo 
many ages defaced, dishonoured, and even 
deftroyed chriftianity itfelf, . . 
* And 



N° 4- ^OldWhig; 37 

And as every chriftian hath thusan uriqueA 

tionable right to judge of the fcnfe and mean* 

ing of fcripture for himfelf, I do farther af 

fert and maintain, that he hath an equal right 

to the peaceable and conftant pofleflion of his 

own principles, and ought to be left by all 

men, and fecured by civil government, in the 

foil and undifturbed enjoyment of them $ 

even tho' his principles may be, in many 

things, contrary to the eft ablijhed orthodoxy oi 

the nation he lives in, the fyftems of priefts, 

the religion of the prince, or the implicit 

faith of the difciplin'd and dudtile multitude. 

An d as truth is no private man's property ; 
as all chriftians are under ftrong obligations 
to propagate it ; I do alfo declare •, that every 
chriftian hath a farther right, to publi/h znd 
vindicate by reafbn and argument his own 
opinions-, to fpeak freely againft all corrup- 
tions of religion, either in principle or pradtice; 
to feparate from fuch communions and foci- 
eties of chriftians, whofe dodtrine and wor- 
fhip he cannot in confcience approve of; and 
to enjoy without difturbance, oppreffion, dis- 
grace, or any kind of punifhment, ecclefiaf- 
tical or civil, the liberty of ferving God 
with any other fociety, as he himfelf (hall 
judge to be moft expedient and ufeful for him* 
And this I am the more fully convinced of, 
becaufe, unlefs this liberty of religion is the 
inherent right of every man, in every age and 
nation, it can never be the right of any man 
in any: And therefore the publishing of 

D 3 chriftk 
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I chriftiaftity in the world, and the protefting 

i againft the corruptions of the church of Rome, 

; muft be condemned as unreafonable and un- 

warrantable; fince chriftianity, and the refor- 
mation, were both inttoduced in oppofition to 
the power and injun&ions of the civU magif- 
trate, as well as the prevailing religions, and 
eftablifhed fuperftitions of nations and king- 
doms. 

From hence it follows, that all perfons 
whatfoever, whatever be their dignity \ cha- 
racters, ftations, offices, aflumed powers, or 
pretended prerogatives in the church of God, 
who (hall at any time, either in their facred 
miniftratiorts, in their publick writings,- or 
in their private difcourfes, cenfure, judge, 
and condemn any honeft and impartial in- 
quirers into the will of God, merely for their 
differences in opinion, and following the 
judgment of their own confciences ; or who 
fliaU endeavour on this account, to expofe 
them to the publick hatred and refentment ; 
or who (hall attempt to excite the civil ma- 
giftrate to deprive them for this reafon only, 
of their natural rights and privileges, or by 
any ways, or methods, to perfecute or punifh 
them $ all fiich perfons are evidently defti- 
1 tute of the true Jpirit of chriftianity ; they 

do not under/land, or they a& inconjiftently 
with, thofe principles, by which alone, the 
propagation of chriftianity, and the reforma- 
tio^ canbejuftifiedand defended : They are 
difturbers of the peace of the church of 

God, 
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God, and fo far a&ed by that «$&/» tt&ibfr U 
from beneathy which is earthly, fenfual % and 
devilifh. 

Nevertheless, as civil magiftracy is 
the appointment of God, and neceflary to 
preferve the good order, and peace of fociety ; 
I do, as a Conjijtent Proteftant, farther aflert, 
that obedience and fubmiflion is due to It for 
confcience-fake y from all perfons, whether ec- 
clefiaftical or civil, according to the particu- 
lar Forms of government, that obtain amongft 
the feverai nations of the christian world; 
that no character i$foJpiritual y or facred, as 
to exempt any perfons from the jurifdiftion of 
the civil power, or fet them above the regard 
which is due to the laws of fociety; 
that the claim of independency in the clergy is 
iniolence and /edition ; and that all endea- 
vours to fpread jealoufies and difaffe&ion 
amongft the people, againft wife and good 
princes, for their not gratifying the private 
'views, and countenancing tbe usurpations^ of 
afpiring and affuming ecclefiafticks, tends to 
the fubvcrfion of civil government, and is a 
manifeft contradiction to all the genuine prin- 
ciples of natural and revealed religion. 

And altho', as a Consent ProteJlant % I do 
frotejt againft all the ungodly claims of fpiri- 
tual men f and all authoritative and coercive 
power in the church ; and deny that (he hath 
any right to add new articles to the chriftian 
faith, or to impofe her own explications, or 
conferences on the confciencea of others; 

D 4 tho' 
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tho* I do firmly believe, wAJtedfaftly main* 
tain, that the clergy do not, and cannot de- 
rive, as the minifters of Chrift:, any real va- 
lidity of orders, or right of administration in 
the chriftian church, from the antichriftiaA 
church of Rome ; that they cannot Judicially 
abfolve, and are not keepers of the keys of hea- 
ven ; that the efficacy of the word of God, and 
the chriftian facraments, doth not in the lead 
depend upon any fuppofed regularity or defe£l 
in their ordination, but on the good dispo- 
sitions, and diligent improvement of chri- 
stians themfelves ; and that the terms of chris- 
tian communion and falvation, are Jdfxed, 
and afcertained by the great apojile of our 
frofefjion, Jefus Chrift, as that neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the higheft powers on 
earth, can alter, or fuperfede them, without 
violating the fupreme authority, and invading 
the facred prerogatives of the divine law-giver 
of the chriftian church, and incurring the 
anethema of his infpired apoftle ; in a word, 
tho* the clergy of no fort or degree, from the 
pope of Rome to the vicar of Bray, are to 
be p onfidered, or fubmitted to, as heads of 
the church, Jpiritual vicegerents, lords, ambaf 
fadors, divine envoys, heavenly reJUents, in- 
fallible interpreters, fuccejfors of the apoftles, 
or fovereign directors of the confeiences of men, 
and ought to be treated with difregard, and 
contempt, when they zSxxxnefuch extrava- 
gant titles, and pretend to fuch unwarranted 
fhara&ers: yet, I heartily acknowledge, that 
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when they take the overfgbt of the cbrijt tarn 
flock, not by conjlraint, but willingly ; ntif 
for filthy lucre, hit of a ready mind-, when 
they adt, not as lords over God's heritage, but 
as enf ample s to tbejlock ; yirhen they take heed 
to them/elves, and to all tbejlock, to feed 
the church of God with found doSlrine ; and 
thus endeavour to fave tbemfelves, and thofe 
who bear them then, and then only, is re- 
fpeftdue to their per fons, regard and fubmif- 
fion to their inftru&ions, and a liberal and 
willing maintenance to their diligence and fi- 
delity. 

These are the principles of aProteftant, 
always cvnfifient with himfelf. Upon thefe 
the firft reformers a&ed; and thefe I will 
propagate and defend, againft all perfons 
whatfoever, who (hall attempt to oppofe and 
contradict them. 



NUMB- V. 



Hinc fida filentiafacris injlitutafunt abhomi- 
nibus callidis, ut nefciat populus quid cq- 
lat. , Lact. r 

THE grand bafis of the reformation, 
and fupport of the proteftant caufc, 
js the right of private judgment. If this 

be 
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be only a pretended and ufiirp'd right, the 
firft proteft againft the fuperftition and im- 
pofing fpirit of the church of Rome, to 
which we think it our honour to adhere, was 
infolent and fchifmatkal. But if, on the 
contrary, it be a {acred prerogative with which 
God and nature have inverted us ; if it be ef- 
fential to us as we are men, and our determined 
privilege and honour as chriftians 2 Then this 
froteft will appear to have been a noble ftrug- 
gle in behalf of opprefled, and almoft ex- 
firing, liberty * a generous attempt to re- 
ftore true religion, which was mofl wofully 
froftituted and debafed, to its primitive dignity 
and luftre ; and a brave oppofition to the en- 
croachments of an arbitrary power, which 
had long controuVd and enjlav'd the under- 
ftandings, confidences, and fenfes of the 
chriftian world, and ufed them as the tools 
of prieftly avarice and ambition. The cha- 
racter of the firft Proteftants, confidered in 
this light, will be that of heroes and eminent 
benefa&ors to mankind ; and their fucceJfors y 
while they maintain the fame principles, and 
are influenced by the fame generous views, 
muffc of courfe (hare in their diftinguifhed 
honours, be cfteemed advocates for virtue, 
for rational religion, and the good of fociety, 
and the guardians of liberty in the moft im- 
portant and valuable branch of it. 

Now becaufe the name of Proteftant will 
be a name either of honour \ ox infamy, as 
this one Point is adjufted } it muft be highly 

expedient 
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expedient for me, in the character I bear, 
to inquire into the foundation of the right 
we all claim to choofe our religion, and 
explain the doftrines of it for mrfehesi 
to judge both of the evidences of a revelation, 
and of the Jenfe and meaning of it ; and that 
fo abfolutety and entirely, as that our own 
rcafbn {hall give the laji and decijhe judg- 
ment, even tho* it be againft the opinion of the 
multitude, the decrees of the church, and the 
authority of the civil magiftratc. And this 
inquiry is the niore neceffary, becaufe as I 
difclaim all human jurifdidion over confei- 
ence, all human authoritative ftandards of 
troth and orthodoxy, and all blind attach- 
ments to names and party-diftindions; I muft 
think myfelf obliged, in juftice, publickly 
to declare, that 'tis not fufficient, to engage 
me in the defence of it, that the above-men- 
tioned was the do&rine of the reformers, un- 
lefe it be likewife prov'd that 'tis the voice of 
reajbn, and confirm'd by the concurring tefti- 
mony of the holy fcriptures. I therefore re- 
nounce all methods of impoiition, violence, 
and persecution, not merely becaufe they are 
Poptjh, but becaufe they are unnatural, in- 
human, and antichriftian ; and I plead for 
the right of private judgment, not merely 
as 'tis a Protejtant claim, but as it is one of 
thofe facred and original rights of human 
nature which the gofpel has revived and re- 
jeftablifhcd. 

Mam 
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Man is, by his original conftitution, a 
moral and accountable being. And from 
hence it follows, that the rights of confci- 
enceare (acred and equal in all ; that as every 
one is accountable for himfelf he ihould be 
allowed to reafon, judge, and determine for 
himfelf j and as his character for virtue or vice, 
religion or irreligion, depends intirely on his 
own judgment, and on bis own choice, and 
not at all on that of others, both his fentiment5 
and conduit, in matters that purely relate to 
confcience, and do not direSlly afledfc the /e- 
curity and welfare of civil focieties, fhould 
be free and uncontrouTd. This is the plain 
diftate and law of nature. And to fuppofe 
that in a point of fuch vaft confequence, in 
which the re&itude of his mind, and his 
higheft happinefs, are immediately concern'd, 
he has no choice \ that he is to fpeak the fenfe 
of others, or what they impofe upon hirn for 
fenfe \ and to be guided, moved, and played 
upon, as if he was a mere animated machine, 
void of intelligence and liberty, and in him- 
felf incapable of moral government ; to fup- 
pofe this, I fay, is a flat contradiction to his 
very frame, and the manifeft defign of his 
creation. A careful examination and free 
choice of our religion appears to be the chief 
end for which we were endued with reafon : 
For if the great creator defigned, that the 
bulk of mankind fhould fubmit implicitly to 
a certain fet of eftablifhed opinions, reafon, 
excepting only in the compilers and conduc- 
tors 
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tors of the publick faith, mull be in a great 
meafure impertinent and ufelefs. Nay, it 
.would be a very abfurd and unruly ingredient 
in our competition; which, unlefs it were 
well difciplind, and kept under fevere com* 
mand, would be apt to rebel againft autho- 
rity, to queftion its decifions, and believe no- 
thing but what was intelligible in itfelf, and 
had good evidence to fupport it. 

Thus, I think, it appears, that every one 
who ' takes nature for his guide, will aflert 
and claim the right of private judgment. 
This is indeed an unalienable right, which fo 
directly refults from our make, and is fo in- 
feparably connected with it, that the one can- 
not be abrogated or invaded, without de- 
ftroying or offering violence to the other. A 
man may alienate his labour, his eftate, and 
feveral branches of his property, and give up 
his right in them to others; but he can't 
transfer the rights qfcon/cience > unlefs he could 
efface his rational and moral faculties, and 
fubftitute another to be judged for him at the 
righteous tribunal of God. Befides, an ho- 
neft unbiafs'd examination of the nature and 
evidence of religious principles is abfolutely 
eflential to a rational faith : for there 
can no more be true faith, or a faith that 
is virtuous and commendable y without evi- 
dence, than there can without ideas. And 
r no religioh can be fit for reafonable beings, 
but what fprings from approbation, and the 
free confent of the mind. — The religion of 

Bigots 
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Bigots is a fort of idolatry, a blind devotion 
paid to the cuftoms and manners of their 
country ; or elfe the taint of their education ; 
or an abjeSi dejpicable Jlavery j and confer 
quently, in every view of it, it is a reproach 
and fcandal to numan nature. The calling 
iuch partiality, enthufiafm, and /tiff con- 
ceited ignorance, by the name of religion, 
is the moil effe&ual method that can be taken 
to render religion itfelf contemptible* 

But if all chriftians were duly fenfible of 
the value of that incftimable privilege which 
I am now pleading for, and have (hewn to 
have an immutable foundation in nature ; if 
they made a proper ufe of it, and were ho- 
neft and diligent in the purfuit of truth * if 
they proceeded in all their religious inquiries 
with candour and impartiality, and were nei- 
ther corrupted by irregular paflions, nor pen- 
verted by prejudice^ nor enflaved by edu- 
cation, nor controuled and awed by the re- 
ftraints and terrors of human authority, whe- 
ther civil or ecclefiaftical — fuch an opennefs and 
ingenuity of mind, fuch a cool* difinterejled, 
and free examination of the grounds of re- 
ligion, and the principles it contains, muftbe 
attended with eminent advantages to them- 
felves, %o chriftknity, to mankind in general. 
If freedom of thought and rational inquiry 
univerfally prevail'd, men could not be fo 
eafily pra&is'd upon by every inf mating, 
crafty, or bold impoftor : But if their under- 
ftandings are briVd ov terrified, and either of 

thefe 
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thefe ways brought to a tame and fervile fub- 
million to impofed and popular opinions, to 
receive implicitly whatever the church has fet 
her Jtamp upon, or has been tranfmitted down 
by a jolemn tradition from their fore-fathers ; 
they mull of ncceflity be expofed to endlefs 
delufions, to the moft fiupid, impious, and 
hurtful fuperftition, and may eafily be cajofd 
or frighten 9 d out of their fenfes, and the com* 
mon principles of humanity. And therefore 
thofe, in every age, who have attempted to 
enflave the faith and confeiences of chriftians, 
have begun with humbling the pride of rea- 
fon y and difcouraging its officious and imperti- 
nent curiofity in prying into what they call 
venerable tnyjleries and the Jecret counfels of 
God; well knowing, that if this light could 
be obfeured, there are no do&rines fo abfurd 
but what would be greedily fwallowed, and 
no claims fo exorbitant but what would be 
devoutly acknowledged, by the undifcerning 
and credulous multitude. 

Another great ufe of allowing the peo- 
ple to judge for themfelves, both of the proofs 
of chriftianity, and the nature of its doc- 
trines, is this, that they will of courfe be 
more firmly eftablifhed in the belief of it ; 
whereas an implicit faith (or the believing 
what we dorit under/land we know not why) 
miaft be foon baffled zn& unhinged, and na- 
turally tends to fcepticifm and infidelity. 

And now, if the right of every man to 
determine, by bis own reafon 9 what fcheme 

of 
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of religion is mod worthy of God, and what 
is the moft acceptable method of worshiping 
and ferving the great creator and father of the 
univerfe, be not only attended with fignal 
advantages, but natural, and abfolutely un* 
alienable ; it follows, by direct and unavoid- 
able confequence* that no confutations and 
rales of civil fociety can be juft, that are in* 
confident with this right ; nay farther, that 
no divine revelation can either wholly deftroy, 
or refirain and limit, the exercife of it. So 
that if chriftianity had really abridg'd that 
freedom of inquiry and calm debate about 
religious principles, which can't be denied to 
any man without fuppofing that he is neither 
an intelligent nor an accountable being, this 
would have been fuch a ftrong intrinfick 
mark of impoftiire, as the plea of miracles 
could hardly have counterbalanced in the 
judgment of the wife and impartial; finceit 
muft have argued a wrong notion of human 
nature, or have been a defigrid contradiction 
to it. The pretence therefore is infamous, be 
it ever fo fpecioufly colour'd : Let it be in* 
tended to exalt faith, to create a greater reve* 
rence of tnyjleries, or even to aggrandize the 
church, it is really a betraying the chriflian 
cauie, and expofing it to fcorn and infult. 

But if the diredt reverie of this be the 
-truth ; if the gofpel frankly recommends to 
men the ufe and improvement of their ra* 
tional faculties ; if it invites to, and encou- 
rages, ihejiri&ejt and moft critical inquiries 

and 
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and fubmits its pretentions to the tejl of Co- 
ber unprejudiced reafon ; if we find, in the 
facred records of our religion, the firft chrif- 
tians commended for discovering a nobknefi 
and ingenuity of temper becaufe they fearched 
the fcriptures ; and fuch apojlolical exhorta- 
tions as thefe frequently inculcated, to be 
men in under/landing, to prove all things, try 
tbejpirits whether they are of God, and judge 
of ourfelves what is right j and if the great 
God himielf has appealed to human reafon, 
which is fo mtich difgraced and vilified, as 
to the equity of his proceedings, and the ge- 
neral rules by which he governs the moral 
world; what muft we think of the men, 
who, pretending to be ambqffadors from hea- 
ven, and infallible interpreters of the divine 
wilJ, would fain perfuade chriftians, in thefe 
latter times, to renounce their under/landings 
in order to be religious, ' and to be blind and 
indolent, that they may more clearly perceive 
the pure light of the gofpel; who with 
ihamelefs arrogance and prefumption afliime 
powers that Cbrift bimfetf never laid claim 
to ; and raife all the prerogatives, the gran- 
deur, and emoluments of the priefthood, and 
the honours of chriftianity itfelf, on the ruins 
of reafon, and the flavery of conference! — 
We muft think of them as the corrupters of 
religion, and the bane oifociety. And froni 
every attempt that may be made to bring us 
under the hard yoke of papal tyranny, and 
the more inconfifient pretences of thofe who 

E ulurp 
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ufurp an authority and dominion over our 
faith without the pica of infallibility, we 
fhould learn to be more jealous of that in- 
valuable branch of our natural and cbrifiian 
liberty, — the liberty to judge with our own 
under/landings, to believe with our own faith, 
and be guided by our ownfenfe of (capture; 
without which, truth will be always op- 
preffed, and chriftianity dUguiied and disfi- 
gured by fuperftition — In a word, the liberty 
of worshipping God according to - the light 
and dictates of our own conjeiences ; the lofe 
of which, to a generous mind, is more dread- 
ful than contempt, poverty, or death. 



NUMB. VI. 



Hinc fida Jikntia facris infiituta funt ab hh 
minibus callidis, ut nefciat populus quid 
colat. Lact< 

TRUTH is uniform and invariable. 
And yet there are no principles in 
religion and morality fo certain, nor any 
rights of mankind {6/acred and unquejliona- 
ble, but what the ambition and private inte- 
reft of fome, and the weaknefs and enthu- 
fiafm of others, have led them to oppofe. I 
have (hewn, in my h& paper, that me right 

of 
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of every man to judge for hiriifelf in matter* 

of religion rcfults diredtly from the original 

*nd ejfintial frame of human nature ; and 

that the free, impartial, and conftant exer* 

ciie of it has a tendency to promote virtue, 

And the honour of chriftianity : In this I am 

tailed upon to anfwer the objections that are 

made to it, from its being inconfiftent With 

the prefent ftate of human nature, and front 

the mifchievoui cop&quences that attend it* 

With refped: to religion and civil iboiety. 

And thus we have a pretence of fed/on againft 

reajbfti andofjeripiur* zpbnik fcripturg i & 

rather the cunning of politicians and the con* 

fidence and artful fophiftry of ec<:kfiaflich % 

againft the authority both of rcafon and re* 

velation. 

The main objections againft the right o£ 
private judgment ftand all upon the &me 
oafis, and are therefore cloiely connected to* 
gether ; fo that if we deftroy the foundation 
of one of them, we weaken and overthrow 
the reft : For their whole weight refts upon 
this, that the bulk of mankind are imaptbk 
of exerctfing thi? right* and confequently can 
have no natural or juji pretence to it. If 
We will believe tboie, who aflame the power 
of afcertaining and fixing the publick ftith, 
*tk abfolutely neceflary that the choice of 
their religion be taken away from the blind 
and gday multitude, and vefted In mere 
competent judges; becauft the cmrkon beri 
are thowghtleft and indolent, and um»fe4 t» 
£ 2 reflection j 
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refle&ion; and have neither clearnefs and 
jirength of understanding fufficient to guide 
themfelves, nor leifure for making proper in- 
quiries, nor opportunities and advantages for 
forming a diStindfc and folid judgment. They 
have indeed the natural faculty of reafon, and 
difcover great difcernment, and a capacity for 
iarguing and determining wifely, in common 
affairs and the concerns of civil life ; and one 
would be apt to imagine, that thefefame ta- 
lents might qualify them for examining and 
choofing their religion — but 'tis no fiich mat- 
ter — religion is fo far beyond the common 
difcoveries of reafon, it conSiSts of abjirufe 
and fublirte theories raifed fo high above the 
comprehension of the vulgar, that they are 
obliged to receive, with an implicit and re- 
verent fubmiffion, fuch notions about it, and 
fuch only, as are prefcribed and, dictated by 
perfons authorized to manage theix con- 
sciences, and take care of their eternal Sal- 
vation* And if thro' felf-conceit and arro- 
gance they rebel againSt this Spiritual autho- 
rity, and trufl to their own low, corrupted, 
and carnal understandings ; if they forfake 
the publick guidance, and fettle their religious 
principles by the SalSe and glimmering light, 
by the uncertain and erroneous Standard, of 
their private reafon \ what other confequeh- 
ces can be expedtcd from it than what has 
always been, in fa<5fc, the refult of fuch rajhr 
nefs and prefumption, the deftru&ion of order 
'and uniformity^ and an inconfjlent medley -of 
i - • . :> wild 
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wild extravagant opinions and fedts, fcanda- 
lous to the name of religion, and of fatal in- 
fluence on the peace of fociety ? — Thefe are 
the ibecious pleas, by which lordly impofers, 
and tyrannical invaders of the natural rights 
of confcience, in every age, and of every 
name and character, have endeavoured to 
foften their imperious claims, and unjuft 
ufiirpations; this is the ground- work and 
foundation-ftone of popery, which alone, 
amongft all the various fchemes of impofi* 
tion that ambition and craft have projedted, 
has raifed a natural and fuitable fuperftruc- 
ture on it, and made the whole plan uniform 
and confiftent : For all pretences to an au- 
thority over the faith of chriftians, by perfons 
who acknowledge themfelves to be fallible, 
have fbmething in them, even to common 
lenfe, fo ridiculous and unnatural, that un- 
lefs the people are quite ft lipid, and abfo- 
lutely diverted of reafon, they muft meet 
with univerfal contempt, and fink under the 
weight of their own monjlrous abfurdity and 
infolence. 

Now in examining and confuting the ar- 
guments which have been fairly ftated and 
urged in their full ftrength, for a publick au- 
thoritative decifion, and againft tile ufe and 
exercife of private reafon in matters of faith, 
the firft remark, which will naturally prefent 
itfelf to a considerate and judicious perfon, 
fe this ; that the foundation of all this fair 
and plaufible colouriag is falfe in fa£t, and 

E 3 muft 
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muft be fo, even on th6 Jlavi/b principles of 
popery : For there are feveral points of vaft 
confequence, which can only be judged tiff 
and determined by every maris private rea* 
forty even though the authority of the Rcmijk 
church be allowed. Thus, for example, it 
$s the office and province of reajbn ^lone y J 
mean, of every maris own reajbn, to demon*, 
ftrate to him the exiftence of a deity, hig 
fibfolute perfection and providential govern* 
jnent of the world : And to aflert, that thefi? 
important and efTential articles of religious 
faith can only be fixed and decided by auth+- 
pity, which authority is entirely derived from 
the gofpel, considered and acknowledged as 
? divine revelation, is jpft the fame grofs a**d 
palpable contradiction to common fenfe* ft* 
jt would be to affirm, that we muft believf 
in the fcriptures, and in the churcb % befojfe 
we can rationally believe in God; and yet (a$ 
pbiurdities always follow thick upon one an- 
other) that we are bound to believe ill God* 
which the very notion of a divine revelation 
neceflarily prefuppofes % before we can believ? 
either in the Jcriptures, to iri the Church. If 
then reafon muft be allowed, unlefsmcnarf 
refolved to blunder pn in this circle of con* 
% adiftions ; if reafon, I fay, muft be allow*d| 
to be capable of difcerning, and proving, 
and of determining by its cum light And au* 
thority, thofe firft eflentiai truths, on vvhieh 
the whole fabrick of religion depends % how 
arbitrary and capricious is it to represent it as 

blinds 
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blind, and unfit to decide, with refped to 
points that are of inferior moment ! If every 
man muft argue, and inveftigate for himfelf, 
the religion of nature ; can any thing like 
/olid fenGe be alleged, why he fhould not as 
eafily judge of, and interpret the doctrines 
of revelation! Will it be (aid, that natural 
religion, being fuited and accommodated to 
the huipan frame, and intended to be an ex- 
ercifc and improvement of reafbn, was plain, 
and adapted to every capacity; but that re* 
vealed truths are Jkper-rational, and incom- 
prehensible ! When the intellectual light in 
man was become dim and obfcure, and upon 
that account he flood in need of the moil 
clear and explicit inftruftion, can it be thought 
that the grand points, relating to his duty and 
jfolvation, would be induftrioufly clouded, and 
wrapp'd up in riddles! in myfiery and dark? 
nefs ! or that that is properly ftiled a revela- 
tion, which infults and perplexes, inftcad of 
mercifully enlightening and affifting the hu- 
man understanding ! or that God could reveal 
any thing but with this view, that it might 
be fully and univerfally understood ! 

Thb church of Rome % indeed, who builds 
her pretentions on the ruins of reafon, has 
taken care in this refpedt not to be partial,, 
not pay a greater compliment to fcripture ; 
but has reprefented the oracles of eternal and 
unerring wifdom as conceived and uttered 
with as much ambiguity as the old Delphic 
oracles, and as infinitely more uncertain and 
E 4 unfo* 
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undeterminable, with refpeft to their true 
meaning, than the difcourfes or writings of 
any common man, of a moderate degree of 
judgment. A perfon of an ordinary capacity, 
£o far as he has diftindt and clear ideas, finds 
but little difficulty in expreffing his fenfe, fo 
as not to be miftaken ; but, it feems, the In- 
Jinite Mind is either confufed in his Jirji ap- 
prehenfions, and can't find proper terms by 
which to convey his ideas ; or elfe he de- 
signed, that his revelations of himfelf fliould 
be dark and inexplicable by common rea/bn, 
that the priejl might have an opportunity to 
didtate them anew; to illuftrate their hidden 
excellencies, and fupply their defeats by his 
oracular comments; and, under the awfiil 
character of being intrufted with the Jecrefs 
of heaven, to acquire a fovereigh indepen- 
dency, and a boundlefs power to opprefs and 
trample upon the reft of the world. Such 
notions as thefe are, in their own nature, di- 
reftly calculated to exalt the grandeur, and 
enlarge the dominion and revenues of the 
church ; to pamper lazy and luxurious eccle- 
fiafticks with what fhould have been the 
widow's fupport, or the orphan's patrimony ; 
and enable them to enflave the confidences of 
the devoted and Jlupified laity, and proftitute 
them to the vileft purpofes ; but at the fame 
time they are a moft outrageous infult on the 
wifdom and goodnefs of the fupreme Being, 
and render the authority of the fcriptures in- 
fignificant and contemptible : For a revela- 
tion 
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tion confifting of unintelligible* is a contra- 
diction in itfelf 3 and therefore can never be 
proved, to any perfon of fober thought and 
reflection, to be of divine original. 

But perhaps fuch arguments, however 
Mid, and adapted to imprefs pious and inge- 
nuous minds, will be deipifed as trifling and 
inconfiderable by thofe who have tafted the 
Jweets of power, and felt the advantages of 
leading the people blindfold; 'tis highly pro- 
bable, that they will be thought to have but 
little weight, when put in the fcale againft 
ambition and interejt; and that arguments 
drawn from their own principles may have 
much more influence. I would therefore 
obferve, that the perfpicuity of the fcriptures, 
and their fufficiency as a rule of faith in a 
capital and fundamental point, muft be al- 
lowed on the fcheme of popery itfelf: For 
how is it that the moft fliff and inflexible 
bigot to that fuperftition would attempt to 
prove the authority and infallibility of the 
church ? Why, by appealing to the teftimony 
and evidence of fcripture 3 and whether this 
teftimony is direB, and this evidence clear 
and full enough, every man muft determine 
by bis own reafon, So that on popijh princi- 
ples, private chriftians have a right to judge 
for themfelves, and they have no right ; the 
fcriptures are plain, and unintelligible-, in 
moft cafes they are no revelation at all, and 
.the revelation then only began to be made, 
.when the church thought fit to publiih her 

decrees 



/ 
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decrees and authoritative explications of tb* 
do&rines of chriftianity, which in. the wri- 
tings of the new teftament were myjhrimts 
and impenetrable : And yet, to compucat the 
farce, thefc very feme incomprehenjibk fcrip* 
tures y interpreted by private light y are fuffi- 
dent to decide in another point, which, as 
they have ftated it, is abundantly more in* 
tricate, and requires not only more penetra- 
tion, but greater learning and knowledge of 
antiquity, to refolve it thoroughly, than is 
neccfiary to the right underftanding any gc~ 
nuine branch of revealed religion. 

However, let us be liberal, for once, in 
our conceffions, and allow the Romanijl ail 
that he infills upon ; let rcafon be debafed 
and carnal, and the rule of fcripturc dubious 
and uncertain ; let us admit, that there is 
need of an infallible judge of controversies 5 
that fuch a one is actually appointed ; and 
tho' her do&rines are the groffeft corruptions 
of chriftianity, and the moft bare-fac'd defi- 
ance of reafon, let us yield it, that the claim 
of infallibility, and right of authoritative do* 
cifion, juftly belong to the Romifb church ; 
If all this be granted, what will be the con*- 
fequencel what eminent advantages will re- 
dound from it to the chriftian world ! Will 
it render us rhore fecure from error than the 
free, diftnterefted, and impartial exercife of 
private judgment ? This may be fairly difpu- 
ted— —For 'tis not fuffictent that the perfons, 
on whom I am absolutely to rely for the d>- 

1 region 
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re£tion of my faith and confidence, know 

the truth, unlefs I can be fatisfied on good 

grounds, that they will notfufyrds, &fgu\f*% 

or corrupt it j and it could yield but fiiull 

comfort to be convinced that they were not 

trrtmeeus^ if I had not fome afTurance that 

(hey were bonefi. Suppoic the infallibility to 

be lodged in a general council^ there is no one, 

furely, who knows any thing of the hiftory 

of thcfc folemn ecclefiaftical conventions, 

that would imagine he had a tolerable chance 

to receive pure unadulterated chriftianity from 

an afiembly of men of oppofite views and 

intereih ; of turbulent unnily tempers ; of 

reftlefs ambition, infatiaUe avarice, and im» 

placable refentment j the (laves, and flatte* 

rers, and tools of princes. Or if this great 

eerogative be veiled in the Pope> it muft 
ve been a fort of miraeU % if under the ma«r 
pagement of fuch txecrabk monfters of un* 
natural hift and cruelty, and boundlefc thirft 
of power, as have (bmetimes filled the papal 
chair, religion was not entirely perverted, 
made a mere political engine <> and the whole 
of it refolved into that one principle, that 
gain isgodUmA Tis making a mere jeft of 
the pontifical authority! and trifling with 
common fenfe, to^iuppofc, that the Jeff-Jam 
perfon is fo different from him/elf, that he 
may be more kfely trailed when he is in the 
chair, than when he k out of it: For bc t 
who in his whole condu& appears to be a 
through aiandoft'd villain* when tut of this 

pretended 
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pretended feat of infallibility, can give no fa- 
tisfadlion to any one, that is not fond oF be- 
ing impofed upon, that he will. not a£t the 
fame part in it. We are in greater danger of 
being milled by wife men, who have no prin- 
ciples of virtue and generofity, nor any fcru- 
J)les about facrificing truth to intereft, than 
we are by inquifitive perfons of much infe- 
rior abilities^ who fupply what they want in 
acutenefs of genius by that which is infinite- 
ly more valuable, candour and integrity of 
heart. Should we therefore allow the claim 
of infallibility \ unlefs we were alfo fure of 
the honefl intention of our fpiritual guides, 
we muft be liable to the moft dangerous 
and fatal impofitions, and could be certain 
of no one principle in religion. By being 
pafjive y and fubmitting tamely to authority, 
we muft of neceflity be fiibjedt to endlefs 
artifice and collufionj but if we carefully at- 
tend to, and impartially follow the di&ates of 
our reafon, we may be aflured, that in any 
cafes of confiderable importance, it neither 
will nor can deceive us. 

Th us have I deftroyed the grand bulwark 
of papal tyranny, by which it has, for fome 
ages, maintained its exorbitant power and 
grandeur. If any Protejlants fhould prefume 
to let up authority againft the right of pri- 
vate judgment, they would depart entirely 
from their firft principles, and muft either 
renounce chriftiahity, or embrace popery. 
If they choofe the latter, they muft give up 

likewifc 
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Jikewifc their underftandings and fenfes, and 
all the principles and mediums of knowledge ; 
and ought to turn downright fcepticka, and 
doubt of every thing. 

NUMB. VII. 

j »- . ■ . » 

*T6 the Author of the Old Whig. 

If there <was the leaji reafon to fear \ or appre- 
hend \ — That any attack would be made upon 
liberty, in any one branch of it,— fuch dif- 
courfes as are publijhed by the writer of the 
Old Whig, would be very feafonable, and 
even neceflary. 

Daily Courant, April 17. 1735. 
SIR, ' 

I AM extremely glad to find, that your 
difcourfes are like to have the approba- 
tion, and perhaps the affiftanee, of the in- 
genious and polite author above-quoted, as 
.focfn as it is made appear, that there is the 
leajl reafon to fear any attack upon liberty, in 
any one branch of it. 

If this gentleman fhould ever be convinc'd, 
that there are afet of men among us, daily 
contending for and acquiring power and 
wealth, who have ever been the defroyers of 
liberty, in proportion to the influence with 
which they have been entruftcd \ he will, I 

hope, 
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hope, think there k feme (mall reafon to fear > 
that at leajl fome attack to liberty may bt 
made,: 

And farther, fhould he he informed, that 
any man, or Jet of men^ (puffed up with the 
confidence of any fuch power) fhould have 
imperioufly interfered in the difpofal of royal 
favours ; mould have attempted to monopo- 
lize a high branch of the prerogative of the 
crown, and one which is peculiarly a part of 
our liberty ; and fhould on their di&ppoint- 
ment have forgot the refpeft due to the worth 
of per fons, or the dignity of the bigbejl office, 
and not even refrained their infolence ttom 
Majejly itfelf : in fuch a cafe, I fay, the gen- 
tleman fore would apprehend the attack al- 
ready begun. 

Ok, again, fhould the gentleman hear that 
a weekly paper is fet up and difperfed by the 
induftry of fuch zealots, to vilify the beft men* 
only becaufe they are lovers of liberty % to in- 
culcate flavifh do&rirtes * to confound tiberti 
with libertinifm j he could not avoid, in fuch 
a cafe, thinking the attack already fairly ad- 
vanced t And tho* the impotence and aban- 
doned chara&ers of the writers may feoure 
them from a -particular anftver, vet general 
difcourfes on the principle* of liberty, will 
Purely then, according to the obfervation of 
the gentleman himfelf, become vtryfeafma- 
bk, and even neceffary. Or, laftly, fhould 
this writer ever happen to find out, that 

thefic 



N° 7- 72* Old Whig, 63 

there arc certain laws * actually in force^ 
(and fooaetimes carried into execution) which 
are repugnant to die liberty of mankind ; and 
that even in the higheft and moft valuable 
branches of it; namely, thofe of choofing and 
exerctfing our own religion, and of educating 
cur (torn children ; he will then furely join 
with us, in all legal attempts, to hand down 
to pofterity fech clear Sentiments of liberty, 
as may let them always fee, and at all proper 
feafons engage them to demand a full enjoy- 
ment of, their natural rights; and will be 
with us of opinion, that thofe times muft be 
the moft proper to make fuch demands, when 
the prince upon the throne is, in a peculiar 
manner j dijlinguijbed for bis nobk opennefs of 
mind, bis beneftyandjincerityi and when tie 
perfons intruded by him in the adminifiration 
ofpublick affairs, are men, who, not only from 
their youth have been educated in the princi- 
ples of liberty, but who have afjerted thofe 
principles in the worfi of times. And, in- 
deed, no other times can be (b peculiarly 
proper for fuch purpofes: For, Should it 
ever happen, that thofe perfons who muft 
have received continual and powerful afjifl- 
once, not to Say fupport from ^friends if 
Uberty, (hould think thofe friends obliged to 
them, for gracioully leaving them under no 
greater opprtffhn than that in which they 
found them ; and Should expeft them to add 
to their other fervkes a thankful acquiejeene* 

tinder 

* See Dr. Gibson'/ CMen. 
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under foch opprejjion; I (hould think them 
in the miftake of the honeft Hibernian, who, 
defiriog his friend to lend him half-a-crown, 
was anfwered, He had but eighteeiv-pence : 
Arrah, dear Joy, then you (hall lend me that, 
and owe me the (hilling. 

Tours, 

Hugo de Burgo. 



NUMB. VIII. 



Natura nulla ejl, qua non habeat in fuo ge- 
tter e res complures diffimiks inter Je, qua 
tamen confimili laude dignentur. 

Cicer. de orat. lib. 3. 

AL L nature is full of variety. Plants 
and flowers are adorned with diffe- 
rent beauties, and adapted to diftinft ufes: 
Animals are endued with different inftinfe 
and degrees of fagacity: There is afcale of 
.reafon in the intellectual and moral world, 
and an indeterminable, and almoft infinite, 
variety, with refpedtto their underftandings, 
tempers, and advantages for improvement in 
knowledge and virtue amongft mankind, tho* 
they are all reduced to one clafs of beings. 
This agreeable diverfity in the confutation 
of the univerfe, gives us a more enlarged 

idea 
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idea of the wifdom and power of the great 
Contriver and author of it, than any fingle 
uniform production could raife in us, howevet 1 
noble and magnificent. In like iiianner, the 
difference of men's circumftances, dilpo- 
fitions, and capacities, is urg'd as an uncoil-* 
teftable proof of the creator's fkill, equally 
"with that of their feature^ Jhape> and com- 
plexion ; but the natural effeft of thefe, a 
difagreement of fentiments and opinions with 
refpedt to religion, is reprefented in a fright* 
ful drefe, as neceflarily tending to publicfc 
mifchief and diforder. Can any thing be 
more unaccountably capricious and abfurd > 
■» ■ I f it was propofed, that all mankind 
fhould wear a majk of the fame colour and 
form, in order to difguife the natural difpa* 
rity that there is in the lineaments, make, 
and air of their faces, fuch a fcheme for aa 
artificial uniformity of afpedt would be uni- 
verfally derided and ridiCul'd* an attempt 
to deprefs and ctmtraft the underftandings of 
fome, to extend and firetcb the capacities of 
others, to difiort and torture all, till they are 
brought to onefize, is equally romantic and 
whimiicah 

All the folemn exclamations that are 
made againft a variety of religious opinions* 
as if it was extravagant and monftrous, are 
testily zburlefque on nature, on the model of 
the world fo admirably contrived and ex- 
ecuted by the unerring wifdom of the eternal 
xnind. Such complaints muft be the effect of 

F fuper- 
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fuperficial obfervation, and, if nature be 
rightly dijpojed, of grofs ignorance and pre- 
fumption ; fince it is next to impoflible, as 
long as the underftandings of men, and their 
Opportunities and advantages for forming a 
right judgment of things, differ ; that their 
apprehenfions of any fubjedt, in all the parts 
of it, {hould be exa&ly the fame. If all 
mankind publickly adher'd to one form, and 
maintained the fame fpeculative principles, 
they muft appear to every other being, that 
was acquainted with their original frame, as 
adting in Masquerade; the religion of 
the multitude would be look'd upon as the 
effedt of indolence and inattention ; and the 
religion of others as nothing but a juggle, the 
refult of fawning complaifance, or flavifh 
terror. 

And as the difference of fentiment in 
religious controverfies, which the exercife 
of private judgment is laid to introduce, is 
natural and unavoidable, and exhibits juft 
fuch a fcene as one would expe<ft to fee, if 
all were of honeft ingenuous minds, and im- 
partial inquirers after truth j the incon- 
veniences, if there are any fuch that una- 
voidably attend it, muft be charged on the 
God of nature, who we may as rationally 
fuppofe, intended, that there (hould be a 
multiplicity of opinions, when he formed the 
underftandings of men fo different with re- 
fpedi to clearnefs, ftrength, and compafs, 
as we may judge, from the different ftru&ure 

of 
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of the organs of fight, that he defign'd txter* 
mil objeSts fhould be varioujly reprefented* 
But it will be found, upon reflection, that 
the thing in it/elf has no ill confequences. 
■ ' - Is it then none, or a trifling inconveni* 
ence, that oppofite feds in religion of incon* 
fiftcnt interefts, aiming at the fuperiority, and 
endeavouring to difgrace and opprefs each 
other, form contrary parties and fa&ions in 
the fiat l e, which diftrefs and weaken the civil 
adminiftration ? Without doubt this, when* 
ever it happens, is very detrimental to the 
peace and good order of fociety ; but 'tis no 
more a natural confequence of men's thinking 
differently of religion, than of different judg- 
ments about poetry, wit, or painting t r-—*-B\it 
religion is of vaftly greater importance than 
any mere natural accomplishments, or the 
moft polite refinements of art and ingenuity % 
and therefore demands a more warm and 
active seal. — Allowing this, nothing more 
follows from it, than that we fhould endea- 
vour to fupport its honour in a way fuited 
to its excellency, to recommend it by calm 
and ftrong peffuafion, and inftruft each other 
in its grand principles ; but it muft be a moft 
unnatural excefs of zeal, for the defence of 
piety to renounce humanity, and that equita-* 
ble regard* and kind affedtion, which are 
unalterably due from one man to another. 
The facrificing moral virtue for the fake of 
religion is making religion an idol, the object 
pf a blind and Juperftkious fceal. If jt be 

F z faid, 
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{aid, that thefe evils and diforders, however 
repugnant to the true genius of religion, are 
the atfual confequence of a variety of feQs, 
cnthufiaftically fond of their particular 
fchemes, and animated by a ftrong fpirit of 
oppofition : 'tis fufficient tp anfwer, That as 
they are only accidental abufes, to which the 
belt things are liable, the fame argument may 
be urg'd againft reafon, and every branch of 
natural and civil liberty. A man of a hafty 
and choleric temper, may, with a fairer 
fhew of juftice, be depriv'd of the benefit of 
taking the air, and (hut up from all conver- 
fation, becaufe fuch petfons, in the ungo- 
verned tranfports of their paflion, are apt to 
commit a great many extravagances; than the 
liberty of thinking for ourfelves can be re- 
ftrained on the account of inconveniences 
that don't fpring direSlly from it, but arife 
entirely from different caufes; from pride, 
and peevifhnefsj and impatience of contra- 
diction, and a four inflexible bigotry, that 
either does not underftand, or pays no regard 
to, the unalienable rights of conscience. Or 
if the fame reafoning be applied to politics^ 
it will hold much ftronger than in the cafe 
of religion : for it may be pretended, that 
'cabals and fa&ions in die ftate direStly affed; 
die fecurity and peace of fociety, religious 
parties only remotely $ and that therefore if 
there be any need of formularies, and au- 
thoritative articles of faith, for our union as 
christians, there rauft be much more need 
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of ibme public ftandard of political ortho- 
doxy y to which all {hall implicitely fubmit. 
And when this fcheme is once eftablifhed, 
the infolence of liberty will be fufficiently 
controurd, with refped: both to religion ana 
government ; and mankind become as tame 
Haves to arbitrary power, as the moil abfb- 
lute tyrants, whether ecclefiafical or civil $ 
can defire. 

But if various fchemes of religion were 
naturally produ&ive of fome confufion and 
diforder, how is it poffible to redtify it, with- 
out altering the prefent ftate of the world ? 
If we give up the right of private judgment, 
what can we think of fubftituting in the 
room of it, to bring mankind to a unity of 
faith and pra&ice ? The claims of Popery are 
groundless and arrogant, a contradi&ion to 
reafon, fcripture, and experience. And can 
Protejtants, who difclaim infallibility, pro- 
pofe any plaufible centre of union, any 
public decifion of controverfies, to which we 
may fafely and honourably fubmit, as men, 
and christians ? It muft furely be next to im~ 
poffible to fix oh a rule, amidft the incon- 
tinent pretences of perfons equally fallible, 
or to come to any otner wife conclufion thaa 
this, To reje& them all. If we fet tip the 
opinion of the majority as the ftandard of 
truth, we make the rude, uninftrudted, un- 
thinking multitude, who are reprefented at 
incapable of any cool and impartial exer* 
ciies of reafon, not only judges for themfelyes* 

F 4 ~ tm| 



but for others of much fuperior t abilities. 
And if we fuppofe the civil magijlrate, in 
every country, to be the perfon authorized 
to fettle the religion of it ; or place this right 
in thofe who call themfelves the churchy in 
conjunction with the civil power, or in oppo* 
fition to it j then truth and falfhood will be 
the fame: Protejiantifm and Popery ; the 
dodtrine of Chriji and Mahomet, the idolatry 
of Paganifm, and every new fuperjlition, 
however wild and monftrous, that may 
hereafter be eftablifhed, will all belong to 
the true religion, which mankind are bound 
to acknowledge. If it be faid, that neither 
the church nor the civil magiftrate are re* 
commended as idecijhe authority, to which 
»n abfolute fubmiffion is due; but only as 
more likely to judge right than the bulk of the 
people, who are ignorant and unattentive, 
and blinded by their paflions and prejudices ; 
this is taking away refoundation, and yet 
endeavouring to fupport the fuperftruSture : 
for an authority that is not decijhe, is no au** 
thority at all. And if every man muft either 
approve or rejedt the public do&rines, and 
forms of worfhip, as they are allowed, or con- 
demned, by his own reafon, and agree, or difir 
agree, with his own fenfe of fcripture ; this is 
_ granting the largeft extent and fcope to the ex-r 
crcifeof private judgment that was evercon^ 
tended for ; but, at the fame time, it fuppofes 
a public leading in religion to be of no more au<? 
jbority withrefpe^toc^aV/?^ nor of greater 

ufe 
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tife 3 than the inftru&ionsand reafbnings of wife 
and inquifitive men in private ftations ; who 
may have this advantage to plead, that they have 
no particular inducements to fuit religion to 
the genius of courts, and the ambition of 
princes, or ufe it as an engine for eredting a 
Jpiritual tyranny, to fatiate prieftly avarice 
and luft of power. 

If there are any juft reafons for a uni- 
*uerfal agreement in every point of religion, 
they muft be drawn either from principles 
that are common to all mankind, or peculiar 
to us as we are chrijiians. Now there can be 
lio argument of mis kind arifing from the 
conftitution and frame of human nature, 
becaufe it has been plainly prov'd, that it 
will fcarcely admit of fuch a uniformity: 
Nor from the particular fcheme of chrifti- 
anity, becaufe it has neither appointed an au- 
thoritative judgment and determination of 
controverfies; nor promis'd to every indivi- 
dual the neceflary means to preferve hirh 
from all error 5 nor made any alteration with 
refpe£t to that natural variety of men's un- 
der/landings, tempers, and opportunities for 
improvement, from which different opinions 
will neceflarily arife. But will it not be of 
fome advantage, if all the members of a fo- 
ciety can be brought to agree among tbemfelves 
in one notion of religion ? H ow for this 
may favour the views of a MacUavelian po- 
licy, I know not; but it can, I think, be of 
no fervice to the caufe of virtue, and a ra- 

F 4 tional 
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tional piety : For when we fpeak of the re- 
ligion of men, we underftand what we meatn, 
viz. the unchangeable religion of reajbn and 
nature ; when we fpeak of th? religion q£ 
chrijlians, we have an idea of a doftrine that 
revived natural truths, which, in the dark- 
pefs and corruption of the world, were al- 
jnoft loft, and has inforc'd natural duties pa 
the nobleft principles ; of a dodtrine, ufeiul 
gnd amiable, fuited tQ our own wants antf 

circumftancps :-. I?uf yrh^t fenfe can he 

jnade of the religion of a country U Or 

indeed of what ufe is it, that a unity of opi- 
nion fhould be prefcribed and infilled on iji 
$hofe pqints, in which both nature and the 
gofp§l hgve left room fpr variety I National 
religions have inspired mankind with a ma4 
peal, that has occafioned inveterate and here- 
ditary hatred of each other; and being 
heightened by a concern for the honour of 
their refpe&ive ccmntries, has been the fourcp 
pf deftru&ive wars, $pd pf mo# 4readf^l 
jfcenes of defolation and tnifery. National reli r 
gions create that very variety in fpecqlative 
principle^ and modes of worfhip, which the 
advocates fpr them are fp forward to com- 
plain pf ? They are the true caufe, why the 
tnajorpqrt of whole communities dif^gree in 
their fentiments, and oftentimes in matters of 
ponfiderable importance ; ^hout which, if 
{here be any ckarnefs and certainty in the rule 
pf truth, it muft be likely they would form 
the iame judgment, if they were diligent 

^4 
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and. impartial in their inquiries. And the 
txift 017 of all ages informs us, that the diffe- 
rences amongft mankind have generally re- 
lated, either to unneceflary ceremonies, or 
abftrufe perplexing theories, impos'd by hu- 
man authority. There is no need of proving 
that Jummaries of faith, compofed by fallible 
men, are no fure guard againft a diverfity 
of religious opinions ; becaufe there is great 
reafon to expert, that this will be readily 
allowed, and ftrenuoufly fupported, by the 
rpverend clergy of our own excellent church, 
who fubferibe her articles in as widely difiant 
$nd contradiStory fenfes, as were ever put on 
the moft dubious and intricate pafiage in the 
whole New Teftam?nt. 

Upon confidering all thefe things impar- 
tially, J declare my -opinion as a Confident 
Protejiant, and a hearty friend to the liber- 
ties of mankind, that the common people are 
either abfolutely incapable of religion, or 
jnuft choofeand underftand it for them/elves $ 
^nd that the beauty and true order of the 
moral and chriftian world, like that of the 
natural, confifts in Uniformity, with 
V ar 1 e T y : A uniformity in all eflential prin- 
ciples, which exercifes of private reafon and 
free inquiry are moft likely to produce 5 and 
a variety in doubtful fpeculations, and points 
pf lefler moment, which the original frame 
pf human nature, and the circumftances of 
thp world, feem to render unavoidable. 
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NUMB. IX. 



To the OLD WHIG. 

5 I R, 

f J ^HERE is nothing more conjmoa 
X ^an to have a clear and diftindl no- 
tion of particular things, when confidered 
feparately; and yet, when one happens to 
Join them together, arid to make them of a 
complex nature, darknefs and obfcurity in- 
ftantly arife in the mind; and we can hard- 
ly determine the precife meaning of that of 
which we once had clear ideas. It feems to 
be like the mixture of certain liquors* which 
in themfelves are very tranflucid and clear; 
but as foon as they come to be mixed to- 
gether, they inftantly grow opake, and dark. 
The notion of liberty feems to be of 
this kind : It is clear enough of itfelf; and 
fo is that of government : but yet when we 
come to confider thefe two ideas together, 
and to think of them as conne&ed ; it is not 
eafy to define what liberty is, or to fay ex- 
actly to what it extends. Liberty confifts in 
a power to a£t, or not to aft, as every 
man pteafes ; It is a (late of independency 
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011 the will and pleafure of any other. But 
then government fuppofes, that a man is de- 
barred of the power of adting as he plea- 
fes ; nay, it fuppofes that his actions are, 
and muft be, dire&ed by certain prefcri- 
bed rules, laid down by fuperiors, to whom 
a legiflative power is given. The very 
entrance therefore into fociety, or govern- 
ment, is an abridgment of liberty; nor 
can men be admitted into the one, without 
being deprived of very much of the other. 

The way then to confider what branches 
of natural liberty are given up, and what re- 
main to us, after our admiffion into fociety, 
is, to confider the ends for which men enter 
into a ftate of government : For fo much li- 
berty only is departed from as is necefiary to 
fecure and maintain thofe ends; the reft is 
to be deemed our own ftill. In a ftate of 
nature, J had a right to read Horner^ or 
Virgil, or Horace, in order to inftruft or 
amufe myfelf ; and therefore under a govern- 
ment, inftituted to fupport and maintain my 
life and property, and civil interefts, I retain 
my liberty to read them ftill. If my incli-f 
nation, or my diverfion puts me upon 
ftudying Euclid, or Apollonius, or any ma* 
thematical, or philofophical work ; a fociety 
in which I engage in order to fecure my 
property, has no right to interpofe, and to 
require me to renounce demonstration and 
Science. And for the lame reafon, fhould I 
twp my thoughts to any book of morals, o? 

fearch 
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fearch after the great caufe of all things, 
and proceed as far as reafon, unaffifted or af- 
filed, can fearch, afociety, eredted for 

the purpofes of preferring my civil interefts, 
would acquire no authority to intermeddle, 
or to command me to abftain from reading 
any book neceflary to thofe purpofes. For 
from what fource, from what fountain can 
fuch a fociety derive a right to hinder my 
iludies, recreations, or amufementS, which 
do not affedt the ends of the fociety ? To re- 
train therefore the free ufe of the fcriptttres ; 
to prohibit men the reading of them; to 
make it penal to examine and fearch them ; 
is a manifefi ufurpation upon the common 
rights of mankind, and is as much a violation 
of natural liberty, as the attack of a high- 
wayman upon the road can be upon our civil 
rights. 

We retain then a liberty in fiich cafes 
in which we have not expreflly parted with 
it, * . e. in all fuch cafes as have no relation 
to the ends of fuch fociety as we enter into. 
And much more do we retain, becaufewe 
cannot but retain, our liberty in all rights 
that ape impoffible to be alienated. Where- 
ever, there are duties incumbent upon our- 
felves, which cannot be performed by others 
for us, or by ourfelves for others, there we 
<annot transfer fuch duties to any others 
whatever. If the parent cannot perform them 
for his children, or the hufband for his wife; 
iff any one te H*a4e thefubftitUtCQr4cl«at« 

Of 
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of another ; thefc muft be fo eminently 

perfonal duties, that no one can alienate them, 
or transfer their concern in them to another. 
No fbciety therefore can acquire a right over 
us in thefe inftances ; or make that nfocial 
virtue, which is in itfelf ftridtly and nece£- 
farily perfbnaL 

We all, as reafonable creatftres, ftand in 
a certain relation to God, who is all-wife, 
omniprefent, the fearcher of hearts; and to 
be worshipped only in fpiritand in truth. No 
difguife, no hypocrify, is of any availance 
with him ; nor are outward forms the means 
of pleafing him. The duties therefore paid 
to him, muft arife from the inward difpo- 
fitions of the heart ; and are lodged where 
force or compulfion cannot reach; and irr 
confequence are ads which no power 011 
earth can create, or alter, or perform for us r 
nor can we make ourfelves at all acceptable 
to him, but by a real, true, znAfincere per- 
formance of our own duty. We cannot 
therefore transfer to others thefe duties, nor 
give to any a power over them ; we muft 
therefore retain them to ourfelves ; and the 
right of following our own conferences is to 
be considered and treated as an unalienable 
right, inherent in u^ as a branch of that na- 
tural liberty which we can never be deprived 
of in any regular fociety. 

There is another branch of liberty yet 
behind, which I know not whether I fhould 
confider as a natural right retained ; it rather. 

feer 
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leems to be acquired by cntring into focictjr, 
X mean That which every member of focietjr 
has, to fpeak his fentiments openly concern- 
ing fuch matters as affedfc the good of the 
whole. When any man makes himfelf zl 
member of a community, he becomes con- 
cern'd for the whole, as well as for his par- 
ticular part: He ventures his life and for- 
tunes upon the fame bottom ; and is per- 
petually interested in its good or ill fucceis* 
Wherever therefore he perceives a rock upon 
which there is a probability that the veflel 
may fplit -> or if he fees a fhoal, or fand that 
may fwallow it up ; or if he forefees a ftorm 
that is likely to arife ; his intereft is too deep- 
ly concerned not to give notice of the danger : 
and the right he has to his life and property, 
gives him a right to fpeak his fentiments. If 
the pilot of the fliip refufes to hear, or if 
the captain will take no notice; yet 'tis certain 
they acquire no right to punifh the well- 
meant information, nor to flop the mouth of 
him who thinks that he defcries danger to 
the whole (hip's crew. In this cafe, govern- 
ment does not deprive a man of liberty y but 
encourages it ; and he would ceafe to be a 
good member of fociety, who fhould re- 
folve to be filent on all occafions, and neither 
heed, nor fpeak, nor guard againft the fol- 
lies, or ignorance, ormiftakesof thofeatthe 
helm. 

Consider now, Sir, wherein liberty un- 
der government confifts. Tis plain, that 

all 
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all unalienable rights muft be left us un- 
touched, as being things not cognizable by 
any men on earth. As to fuch rights as may 
be acquired by our own pains and induftry ; 
or which our parents, relations, friends or 
benefactors may leave us ; thefe may be given 
up to the fociety we live in, in port, or in 
whole, as the neceffity of affairs, or the 
ends of government may require. No doubt, 
one great reafon of entrance into civil 
focieties is, that men may fecure to them* 
felves their properties; and as they could 
acquire thefe, fb they can part with them 
again. But what they cannot acquire, they 
cannot give up j and therefore no power of 
fociety conftituted by man can poffibly ex- 
tend itfelf to fuch cafes. In every thing 
which does not afFedt the ends for which 
men enter into fociety, liberty continues 
exa&ly the fame, as if men had never united 
into communities, or never had departed from 
that ftate of equality and freedom which 
they enjoyed in a ftate of nature. As men 
therefore might originally wear what coloured 
clothes they pleafed ; or dig, or plow their 
fields, or water their gardens, or plant their 
hedges, or make their fences, or eat their 
dinners, at their own time, in their own 
manner, and after their own good pleafures % 
they retain all this, and fuch like liberty ftill^ 
notwithftanding their uniting into com- 
munities, becaufe thefe do not interfere with 
the good of the publick; and nothing but 

the 
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the end of fociety is to be the rule of abridge 
ing any natural rights. As the effence of 
liberty confifts in being matter of one's fclf^ 
not fubjedt to the arbitrary will, controul* 
or dominion of another; fo in fociety, a 
man is free, if he is not fiibjeft to the ar- 
bitrary will and command of any fuperior : 
and a ftate is/re, if it be under no other re- 
ftraints than what it impofes upon its own 
felf. Yet fliould a free ftate at any time 
impofe unreafonable or improper restraints, 
every man has a right publickly to remon* 
ftrate againft fuch encroachments, and to 
oppofe the progrefs of fuch iniquity. I am, 

SIR, 

Tours, Sec. E. 2X 



To [the Author of the Old W hi g* 

——Dominum <vebet improbus, atcjue 
Serviet aternurnr—— Hor, 

SIR, 

IF a knight-errant will take a wind-mill 
to be a giant, I know no help for 
it. I could wifh indeed, for his fake, he had 
fome expedient to flop the mill before he 
begun the attack. My ingenious friend, the 
Couranteer, will have it, that you, and I, and - 

the 
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the letter-writer, and, in lhort, every tody 

and every thing which he happens not to com-* 

prehend, are antiminifterial. He lays and 

vrn&ys, mi(cJuotes paflages, mifreprefents per- 

fons, fhuffling, digrefling and blundering 

through the long paper of the 30th part j and 

the amount of the whole is no more than 

Scrub's conclufipn in the play, There ntujl be 

a plot in it^ for I dont know "Jdhat to make of it* 

I muft own, Sir* fiich a writer is by me 
unanfwerable ; and why (hould I attempt an 
unneeeflary work, fince fuch writers are ufu-* 
ally fo good as to anfwef themfclves. 

Bu t to fave him any farther trouble about 
ttvy orthodoxy in politicks, I will give him 
two good political maxims } Never to meddle 
with quiet things ; and to conclude, That 
tbofe who are not againft us, are for us. 

I will alfo prevent his farther guefling who 
ate the fett of men meant in my lad ; and 
and hope for the future, he will be more cau- 
tious of abufing the reverend bench by fuch 
ftrange applications. The fett of men, Sir, 
Whom I ventured to reprefent as grafping at 
power, and dangerous to the liberty of man- 
kind, are thofe who have, or do, or (hall at- 
tempt the fetting up a power ecclefiaftical, 
independent of the civil government ; and 
that fuch men there are, and have been, I can 
convince all mankind, the Courdnteef only 
excepted 5 and I mean no particular men, 
nor order of men $ neither L — d> not 
Sa—*—— $ nor C — d — #, nor monks, nor 

G popes, 
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popes, nor bifliops. And fuch power for- 
merly had thefe fett of men in this kingdom, 
that I can produce records, by which it will 
appear, that the killing a hare in the grounds 
of an ecclefiaftick, was a fufficient caufe of 
excommunication ; that the lofs of the bifhop 
of Lincoln's hawk, was a fufficient reafon to 
put the men of Lindfey> a confiderable Part 
of that country, under an interdict, unlefs 
they found it again in a certain number of 
days. In thofe times of popery, Sir, it was 
laid down to be the duty of a layman, if he 
happened to be on horfeback, and met a 
clergyman on foot, to alight and give the di- 
vine his horfe. I am told, Sir, that in our 
times this matter is much moderated, and 
that it is only the third queftion now in a cate- 
chifm ufed for the inftrudtion of our Youth at 
a very charitable foundation : Queft. What 
are you to do when you meet a Clergy man % 
AnL Do him the bejt reverence 1 can. This, 
Sir, was the ufe they made of power, with 
regard to private life. As to their publick 
views, I will prefent you with a picture my 
Ld Coke, that great oracle of the law, gives 
of them: (which author I chufe rather to 
ufe, becaufe I find him quoted by the great 
author of the parallel.) In his introdudion to 
his commentary on the ftatute Articuli Cleri % 
edit. 9. Ed. II. he lays open the fcene of eccle- 
fiaftical encroachments, as follows : " Long 
(< before the making of this ftatute, that is 
" to fay, 42 H. III. Boniface archbifhop of 

« Can- 
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* c Canterbury > &e. made and publifhed ccr- 
cc tain canons, £fc. the effect of them is to 
** encroach on many matters which appa- 
cc rently belong'd to the common law; as, 
cc amongft others, the trials of limits and 
c c bounds of parifhes, and right of patronage j 
ce againft trials of right of tythes by indie a- 
cc vit ; againft writs to the biihop upon a qua* 
cc re impedit, &c. in the king's courts, that 
** none of the poffeflions or liberties of any 
cc of the clergy, had in right of their church, 
c< {hould be tried before any fecular judge ; 
<c (fo as they would not have cognizance of 
<c things fpiritual, but of temporal alfo 5 ) and 
concerning diftreftesand attachments with- 
in their fees ; and in effed, that no quo 
warranto (hould be brought againft them, 
when they had long been in poffeffion : 
with an inve&ivc againft the perverfe inter- 
pretation (fo they term'd it) of the judges df 
of the realm, of charters, £fr. granted to 
them, and in fubftance againft the ancient 
<c writs of prohibition, in cafes where, by 
<c the laws of the land, they are main* 
" tamable* and commandment given toad- 
c< monifh the king, and to interdict his lands 
(C and revenues ; and thunder'd out excom- 
" munications againft the judges and others, 
" if they violated, or obey'd not the faid ca- 
" nons " See here the fpirit of the hierarchy 
in thofe days ! And my Lord Coke has alio 
given a pi&ure of it fince the reformation in 
the Artie. Chri % 3 Joe. which I intend the 
G 2 rather 
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rather to fend you, that you may alfo obferve 
how truly my Lord Coke is reprefented as a 
favourer of arbitrary power by the author of 
the Parallel; and how defirous the judges of 
the courts of KingVbench and Common-pleas 
were, of being eafed of the trouble of grant- 
ing prohibitions ; which the author of that 
admirable pamphlet, intitled, lie powers 
claimed by the hierarchy, was not fufficiently 
apprifed of. My Lord Coke tells us, however, 
that Boniface mifcarried in his attempt ; and 
that the king and the judges defended, at that 
time, our conftitution with much difficulty, 
but greatly for their honour and the nation's 
benefit. Had they yielded to fuch encroach- 
ments, for fear of the power of the church, 
how infamous the conceffion, how fetal the 
effedts ? I fhould have been at a lofs for a de- 
fcription of a ftate, fo abjedt, fo undone ; but 
our facetious neighbours the Dutch, who judge 
right well in thefe matters, would have re- 
prefented fuch a ftate, after the manner of 
our ancient cuftom, called the Skimmington : 
The church and ftate both riding on one jade ; 
the church before, triumphant; the ftate 
with the face to the tail, arm'd with a diftaff. 
In fuch a proceffion they would have intro- 
duced all the images, and banners, and ha- 
bits, and other trumpery of romifh prieft- 
craft, more properly perhaps than ever they 
jet were ; and methinks, I fhould find out 
the pamphleteers and couranteers of that age, 
who fhould have defended fuch meafures in 

their 
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el^eir feveral capacities, attending the procef- 
fion, perhaps aftride on the paniers of grains, 
clifiributing their favours promifcuoufly to 
friends and foes ; a proper hint, that as in do* 
xr\eftic, fo in ecclefiaftic quarrels, whoever 
meddles is in danger of being bedawb'd, let 
him take which fide he will. 

I am, S I R, 

Tour's^ 

Hugo de Burgo. 



NUMB. X. 



To the OLD WHIG. 

SI R, 

WH E N in my laft to you I pleaded 
for the right of every private mem* 
ber of ibciety to fpeak his mind concerning 
the tranfadkions of it, you will not imagine 
that I conceive liberty to confift in a power 
to abufe fiiperiors, or to cenfure their condudi 
at all adventures, without regard to truth or 
falihood ; or in a power to do any thing, or 
every thing, with impunity. Every man con- 
tinues fubjedt to the law of nature, notwith* 
ftanding his admiffion into civil government, 
And he is obliged to direct his condudi by 
O J that; 
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that : Entrance into focicty docs not make 
any alteration in that refpefl:, nor does it fet 
a man free from the unchangeable ties of na- 
ture. Truth therefore and juftice, and every 
virtue is in it6 full force ; and with liberty, 
men are to be fubjedt always to right reafon. 

A private man is free (as I faid in my for* 
mer) when he is fubjedt to no dominion but 
his own, or when he is not obliged to obey 
the commands of another : A fociety is free, 
when no laws are impofed upon it from any 
but itfelf, #. e. when it makes its own laws, 
andfubje&s itfelf toitsown rules. But, what 
if it makes laws contrary to reafon, or contra*- 
jy to the ends of government ? What, if it 
confines the people where they ought to be un~ 
confined ) or takes away fuch rights as it ought 
not to meddle with ? In a fociety conftituted 
like ours, that has a power to alter or re- 
verfe laws for itfelf, it is not to be imagined, 
but its members will foon attempt to repeal 
fuch laws. However, in this cafe, a nation is 
to itfelf, what any private freeman is to him^ 
felf ; fubjeft to nothing but what ,he lap 
upon himfelf. If he will refolutely impofe 
upon himfelf unreafonable restraints, or lay 
himfelf under the bonds of improper rules of 
*#ion, he is indeed as much at liberty as he 
choofes to be ; but then he is unwife, impru- 
dent, and fubjeft to all fuch miferies and in*- 
conveniences as folly and abfurdity run men 
into, 
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BuTfuppofingunwife, unreafonable, im- 
proper laws to be made by fuch perfbns as arc 
intrufted with the legiflative power; as the 
Society confifts in numbers, whereof every 
particular is concerned for himfelf, and for 
the whole, may not any member, who fees 
the evil confequence of any law, complain ? 
May he not endeavour tojhew the ill tenden- 
cy of fuch laws ? May he not attempt to 
convince others of fuch confequences as he fees 
himfelf; and try to make them of the lame 
fentiments with himfelf? No doubt, he may : 
Nay, his duty to the community to which 
he ftands related, obliges him to endeavour to 
guard againft, or to remove, all unreafonable 
attempts upon it : nor can he be deemed fb 
good a member of it, who fees and conceals 
the mifchievous effects of unrighteous and 
unreafonable impofitions, as he really is who 
difclofes them, and makes them known. 

Th e entring ofourfelves intoa community, 
fuppofes that we intend to be true to the in- 
tereftsof that community; that we will de- 
fend it to the uttermoft of our powers againft 
open attempts, and fecret confpiracies ; and 
that, if any wicked and mifchievous defigns 
againft it fhould be heard or known by us, we 
would inftantly difcover them, and endea- 
vour to prevent their execution. Now a law 
that is unreafonable, however made; whether 
it proceeded from ignorance and inadvertency, 
or from art and defign ; whatever was its 
iburce, it is an attempt upon the liberty of 
G 4 the 
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the fpciety, it is contrary to the ends of it, and 
contrary to the good of it ; and therefore he 
piuft be a good and ufeful member of it, that 
by any ways he can, difclofes its ill tendency, 
gjid endeavours to get it removed, 

There is no one point wherein every bo- 
dy is more concerned, than in religion : It 
is fomething purely perfonal; it relates to 
men's foulg, and the falvation of them ; nor 
Js it in any man's power to abandon the care of 
Jiis foul, and to leave it tp others to prefcribe 
t o him what faith he (hall have, and how much 
he (hall believe, and what he (hall do, in or~ 
4er to make him acceptable to God. Were 
a law therefpre made in any community, re- 
quiring its niembers ppt to judge for theiru* 
felves, or imppfing certain dpdtrjnes unintelli- 
gible, or falfe $ fuch law would be wreqfqn- 
4fble y an attempt upon the liberty of the fo 3 
piety \ and every particular member that felt 
fach a grievance, would dp but his duty in 
jremonftr^ting against it, and endeavouring 
fo get the burden removed. 

In Itflly, where the Pope rules with an un, 
controulablg ppwer, it is determined, that all 
* c conviction of private judgment ought to be 
* c fubmitted to the exterminations of thQ 
* c church : " Jhat c 5 the clergy, or a coun-? 

V cil, or the pope, |s the dernier refort of 

V eccle|iaftical authority." In cpnfequence 
of this notion, whole countries are deferted : 
Whgp you come within a day's journey of 
figwe itfelf^ (\yher§ one wp^d think that the 

neighs 
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neighbourhood of fo famed a place {hould 
fill the country with gardens, and houfes, and 
inhabitants, as London does the neighbouring 
counties all around it, ) things are the re- 
verfe of what they are here y or what an 22»- 
gli/hman experts. The fertile foil of Latium, 
which formerly maintained fo many hun- 
dred thou&nds of people, is " now aban~ 
« c doned to fuch a degree, that for a hundred 
cc mile6 together, from Civita Veccbia to 
* c Terracina, in one of the richeft and finefl: 
f c champain countries conceiveable, and as 
* c far as one's eye can carry one, there is of. 
* c ten not fo much as a houfe to be feen ; 
* c So that by this difpeopling of the country, 
< c the air is now become fo unwholfome, that 
* c it is not lafe to be a night in it all the funw 
* c mer long ; for the water that lies upon ma- 
* c ny places not being drained, it rots; and 
€ * in the fummer this produces fo many nok 
* c fome fteams, that it is felt even in Rome 
*« itfelf." 

Put the cafe that an old Roman were to 
arife from the dead, or that an Italian of 
good fenfe were to be convinced, that all this 
£ vil was owing to the tyranny and injuftice of 
popery ; and fiippofe that either of them were 
to publifli to the world, by means of the 
prefs, or by any other method he (hould 
think proper, a defence of liberty 5 and were 
tp fhew that all thof? evils, and a great man? 
pnore, were owing to the want of liberty in 
fhjit country ; that his Polinefs ought not af* 
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fume to himfclf that power which he claimed; 
that the reafon of government could not re- 
quire fuch an authority ; that no man when 
he entered into fociety, could give up the 
power of judging for himfelf ; Aat if his Ho- 
linefs expe&ed a blind fubmiffion, he muft ex- 
pert to retain by force, whit he had ufurped 
by fraud and force united ; that nothing but 
defolation could be the refult of tyranny and 
perfecution \ that, in former times, when li- 
berty abounded, this fruitful foil was well 
cultivated, and peopled fully: — Were an 
old Roman or a fenfible Italian, to reafon in 
this manner, and to publifh his fentiments to 
the world, he would have a ftri(ft right to do 
fo. I do not fay what would be the confe- 
rence to him, in a place where tyranny and 
cruelty, ambition and the luft of power pre- 
vail : The inquifition perhaps might filence 
fiich reflections ; but it would not, could not, 
alter the nature of truth ; nor could it make 
right and no right to be the feme thing. The 
truth is, in all cafes, where the fociety have 
no right to reftrain a man, there he ought to 
be at liberty ; i. e. juft as if he were not en* 
tered into fociety : and when he is entered 
into it, he would not be true to its interefts, 
jf he did not endeavour to remove whatever 
is prejudicial to it 5 1. e. (if he had no other 

Jowers, ) if he did not openly declare, and 
>eak freely^ againft fuch unreasonable im- 
pofitions, 

1 
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I am very fenfible, how eafily this branch 
of liberty may be miftaken by fome, and how 
much it may be mifreprefented by others. 
I therefore ask, what is it that makes popery 
fo much complained of by all Proteftants as 
fuch an infupportable flavery ? If the pope, 
in either a civil or ecclefiaftical capacity, or 
both, (for he has both thefe united) has a 
right to make what laws about religion he 
thinks fit, in order to the government of his 
fubjeds ; and where a minority diffent from 
fuch laws, he has a right to hurt them either 
in their lives, or liberties, or fortunes: I fay, 
that he rauft have a right to inforce a fubmif- 
fion to his determinations, and no one can 
juftly complain of what another has a Arid 
right to. But then, on the other hand, if 
every man has a right to fearch the fcriptures, 
and to purfue the dictates of his own confer- 
ence; every claim of power that is inconfik 
tent with this right, is an encroachment upon 
liberty, and to he oppofed 5 and fo far as any 
one fuffers his liberty to be encroached on, fb 
far is he in a ftate of flavery. Now it is im« 
poflible that there fhbuld be two contradictory 
rights fubfifting at the fame time 5 and for 
that reafon, there cannot be a right to have 
fubmiffion paid, and a right to refiiie fubmif- 
fion, in the fame inftances. If therefore a 
proteftant has a right to confute, to reman- 
ftrate againft, to rejeift, the impositions of po- 
pery ; that which gave him his right in thii 
Cafe, is the true fource from whence he de- 

rives 
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rives a right to convey to the world his fenti- 
ments about any other encroachment upon 
Jus liberty whatfoever. • 

Happy that nation, whofe liberties arc 
preferved to them facred and inviolable ! 
There can be nothing wanting to make every 
thiug that is lovely flourifhin it : Their trade 
muft be extcnfive; their manufactures nu- 
merous; the people cafy, contented, rich, 
brave : The governours happy,* in governing 
reasonable creatures. in a reasonable manner, 
and commanding what principle teaches to be 
fit and right. Look, Sir, .and fee the fortu* 
nate ijland, where thefe effects are beft un- 
derftood, and moft likely to be expedbed; 
and learn to commiferate and pity alrooft all 
the world befides. 

I am, S I R. 

Tour'Sy &c. E. D. 



N V M B. XI, 

To the OLD WHIG, 
s i.H,' 

IN fame of your preceding papers you ar- 
gued very ftrongly, and very juftly, for 
the right of private judgment ; and I make no 

queftion 
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queftion but that you defign to purfue this to- 
pick in all its branches. Tis the favourite fubjeft 
of the Old Wh igs, and they would as foon 
part with their lives, as give up this article of their 
liberties. They always meafure the degrees of 
men's political iniquities, by the attempts they 
make upon this privilege : And in proportion &s 
they are known openly or fecretly, dire&ly or 
indirectly to encroach upon this right, they 
judge them not only not fit to be trufted with 
power ', but they entertain opinions of them as 
more or lefs dangerous to the fociety. Where 
any man is fo far abandon'd, as openly to ar- 
gue againft all private judgment, and to main- 
tain that the religion of the civil magiftrate 
ought to be fubmitted to by all, under pecu- 
niary or other mul&s ; fuch proftitutes fhew 
the uie they would put power to, if they had 
it ; and how readily they would pervert it 
to tyranny and oppreffion. For what can be 
a plainer indication of the ufe they would 
make of it, if they had the opportunity, 
than openly to avow and defend the princi- 
ples by which all oppreffion is juftified ? 

Mr. Hobbes contends, that " the civil fb- 
€t vereign is judge of what doctrines are fit 
" to be taught : " that <c to him is due ab- 
€t folute obedience : " that " by his author 
** rity all forts of do&rines are to be approved, 
cc or reje&ed : " that " if the fovereign were 
" to give him command to teach the doc- 
** trine of his Leviathan in the pulpit, he 
* c would be as good a minifter as any are.'* 

Sup- 
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Suppofe now that Mr. Hobbes, or one of his 
profefled difciples, were advanced to very- 
great power in any nation ; ought one not to 
expedt that he would put in practice the doc- 
trines he contends for, and would aft towards 
others upon the principles which he profefles ? 
Would he not attempt to influence his civil 
Jbvereign, by his notions, if he could attempt 
to influence the kingdom by the publication of 
fuch dodtrines ? Or what is the meafure or 
degree of probability that he would not ? The 
fentiments which any man has firmly imbibed 
in bis own mind, as juft or right, are the na- 
tural rules of his adtions : they are the guides 
and directors which he naturally follows; 
and therefore fuch as they are, fuch are the 
pradtices which are expe&ed from them. If 
therefore any man fliould form to himfelf an 
opinion, that the " civil fovereign is judge of 
" what dodfcrines are fit to be taught," and 
that " an abfolute obedience is due to him, 
" whether he approves or rejedfcs any doc- 
<c trine," is it poffible to conceive that great 

Cer would be fafely lodged in fuch a one's 
ds : or that perfecution, under one fliape 
or other, would not be quickly ftirred up 
againft fuch as fliould prefume to think for 
tbemfehes ? 

This reafbning holds good in every in- 
stance to which it can be applied. Take a 
man that openly maintains thejupremacy of 
the pope , that declares, that faith is not to 
be kept with hereticks, and that all are here* 

ticks 
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tiicks who do not profefs the opinions autho- 
rized by the church ; that in order to inlarge 
a. dominion to himfelf, and to ftretch his 
wings over all men, and all matters as far as 
lie can, fhould openly avow the exclufion of 
the civil magiftrate from punifhing many- 
crimes, under the pretence that they arej^i- 
ritual vices, and therefore not under his cog* 
nizance ; that fhould openly maintain that 
the fcriptures are not to be read by all ; that 
only fuch whom the prieft fhall truft with that 
{acred treafure, are to prefume to examine and 
fearch them ; that fhould infift upon the du- 
ties of confdfion, and the powers of facer- 
dotal abfolutions - y and prefs upon people pen- 
nances, and fuch-like fooleries : — Would 
you place great power, and great authority in 
fuch hands? Or is it not abfblutely neceffary 
to prevent, as much as human prudence can 
prevent, fuch perfons from the influence of 
places of truft in fociety ? Principles which 
are inconfiffrent with the ends, or the good 
of civil fociety, are always to be guarded 
againft, as deftru&ive of it : And fuch men 
as are known to maintain and abet them, 
fhould not be trufted with a power to put them 
into pra&ice. 

Wicked, felf-interefted, and ambitious 
men, who have themfelves and their private 
intereft only at heart, will always complain 
of being injured, if they are denied, what in 
ftria juftice they ought to be refufed. A pa- 
pift would be glad to be fecure againft all ex- 

clufive 
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clufive tefts; and every enemy to fociety 
would be glad to wanton in power, at the 
expence of thofe who are imprudent enough 
to truft them. But whilft the end of fociety is 
made the rule of judging of the fitnefs of prin- 
ciples, or of the natural confequences of prin- 
ciples, L e. practices ; it is juft as eafy to de- 
termine in political cafes, what is wrong, 
as it is in geometrical ones, what is abfurd. 
For all principles definitive of true liberty, 
are as contrary to the ends of fociety, as every 
. notion which fuppofes the parts to be greater 
than the whole, is contrary to all the maxims 
. of geometry. As therefore you would juftly 
deny the skill of, and refufe to employ an ar- 
chitedt, who fhould infift that parallel lines 
are not equidiftant, or that an upright wall is 
not fo ftrong, or likely to laft, as one that is 
inclining ; fo in point of the intereft of a fb- 
' ciety, you have a right to deny his fitnefs for 
the adminiftration of power, who contends 
for fuch principles as contradict the founda- 
tions of civil government. 

'Ti s true, that in a large community, where 
there are many fubordinate magiftrates, k 
cannot be expected, that all fhould be ex- 
actly what a wife man would with. Power 
muft often be communicated to fome that are 
unfit and improper; there will be in the 
courfe of things, weak and ignorant, as well 
as fkilful and judicious men, trufted with the 
execution of the law : There will be men of 
ftrong paffions, warm, zealous, hafty, incon- 

fiderate 
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iiderate, who will do fometimes things that 
are improper and unbecoming ; and where 
tfae/e are few, the general affairs of the fociety 
will go on not very much amiis ; the general 
harmony will not be broke by thefe difcords, 
nor will the public weal be difconcerted by 
thefe unhappy inftruments. But even theie 
misfortunes are felt, where their influence ex- 
tends ; and 'tis no little mifchief to thofe who '. 
are £0 fituated^ as to be necefiarily under their 
eognizance. But when great power is com r 
mitted to fuch improper hands, the mifchief 
muft be extenfive, and the danger mull be 
always proportionable to the influence. 

In a country where the inconvenience of 
penal laws had long been felt, and at length 
they were removed by the grant of ah indul- 
gence to proteftant diffenters ; fhould a maii 
in a low flation plead ftreriuoufly for the im- 
pofition of new penalties ; fhould he fpend 
his time and pains in contriving how to lay 
equal and proportional pecuniary mutSis upoii 
fuch as diflented from the church eftablifh'd s 
Should he devife how to make men pay 
yearly a tribute for their liberty in religious 
fentlments, tho', in great mercy and good- 
nefs, he provided to make the burden not fd 
heavy as totally to crufh or overwhelm them : 
I afk, is fuch a man fit to be entrufted with 
power enough to put his avowed opinions ill 
execution ? Is he a fit perfon to be advanced 
to dignities, and put into an office where he 
might exert himfelf, and ihew his zeal I Or 
H what 
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what may not juftly be expe&ed from fuch 
men in power, when they can make fuch 
declarations and profeffions to the world, 
when out of power ? 

Go on (till, and put the cafe of one in 
higher life pleading for " the ufe of tempo- 
cc ral penalties in matters of religion/' and 
contriving how to make them truly beneficial 
to it ; providing them " as a farther terror 
€i and punifhment, to be called in as oft as 
u the cenfures of the church are difobey'd ; " 
thinking it reafonable, that " no bills con- 
€< cerning religion fliould be preferred, or 
" received into the Houfe of Commons, un- 
cc lefs the fame be firft confidered and liked 
tc by the clergy 5 " extending ecclefiaftical 
power as much as poflible, and contriving (as 
'tis faid to be the part of a good judge) to 
inlarge his jurifdidion : — What is to be 
expected in all juftice and reafon from a man 
armed with fuch principles, but a feries of 
practices fuitable unto them ? Or would it 
not be an affront to fuch men, to think or 
hope that they would forfake their principles, 
and a£t the reverfe of what they have all their 
lives profeffed ? 

Set then before thefe men a Papift, and 
fee what judgment they themfelves will pafs 
upon his promotion to power and intereft: 
Set before them zx\AthetJt % or an Infidel y and 
fee ftrhat heavy complaints they will make 
about the difregard to religion : Promote a 
pure Hobbifit and hear the murmurs which 

thefe 
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men will juftly make. If they know the 
reafbn why they murmur and complain, they 
will fee the reafon why an Old Whig com- 
plains if a perfecutor be promoted, whether 
he be a little or a great one : Such men are 
apparent enemies to the liberties of mankind; 
and enemies to the ends of civil fociety, not- 
withftanding they wanton in the pleafures 
and profits of it. I am, 



SIR, 



Tour's, &c. 



r. jar. 



To tie OLD WHIG. 

Kaxi Koputof Ktuby into 

SIR, 

N my laft, I gave you a view of fome of 



I 



the attempts of the hierarchy to fubvert 
our conftitution and deftroy our liberty, be- 
fore the reformation. Your proteftant readers 
would be ready to ask, what is that to us ? 
Did not the reformation reftore our religion to 
its primitive purity ; and have not its ministers, 
who teach that the kingdom of Chrifi is not of 
this world, difclaim* d all temporal power and 
jurifdidtion, and contented themfelves with 
the means recommended in the gofpel for the 
reformation of manners, ?nd the falvationof 
H« fouls? 
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fouls? I wifti I could anfwer in the affirmative j 
but I am afraid we {hall fee fome traces of the 
old fpirit remaining, after the reformation* 
My Lord Coke tells us, Sir, that in 3 J f antes L 
Richard Bancroft , who was alfo archbifhop 
cfi Canterbury, exhibited certain articles again ft 
the judges, intitled, Certain articles of abujes 
which are de fired to be reformed in granting 
prohibitions ; he gives us the articles and the 
anfwers thereunto, upon mature deliberation 
by all the judges of England, and barons of 
the Exchequer^ with one unanimous confent, 
under their hands (refolutions of the higheft 
authority in law, ) which were delivered to 
the lords of the council. 

The intent of thefe articles was vifibly 
to eftablifhan ecclefiafticaljurifdi&ion, inde- 
pendent of the civil magiftrate 5 to flatter the 
king into an opinion of the ecclefiaftical 
judges defire to encreafe his authority j and 
perfuade him to affume to himfelf an arbitra- 
ry power contrary to the conftitution, that he 
might, by that means, fupport them in their 
wifh'd for independency j and to reprefent 
the defenders of the laws and liberties of this 
nation, as enemies to his perfon and govern- 
ment, and invaders of his prerogative. 

I (hall mention two of them, with the an- 
fwers the judges gave to them ; becaufe they 
have been particularly infifted on by the great 
author of the preface to the Codex, and of the 
Parallel, as very proper anjd reafonable de- 
mands 
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mands; and my Lord Coke's authority is 
quoted, as favouring fuch an opinion. 

" Article! The king hath power to 
" reform abufes in prohibitions". 

"The clergy well hoped they had takert 

cc a good courfe in feeking fome redrefs at his 

" his majefty's hands, concerning fundry 

u abufes offered to the ecclefiaftical jurifdic- 

" tion, by the frequent and undue granting 

u of prohibitions ; for they and we fuppofed 

" (all jurifdi&ion, both ecclefiaftical and 

H temporal, being annexed to the crown of 

" this realm) that his highnefs had fufficient 

€< authority in himfelf with ajji fiance of his 

" council, to judge what is amifs in cither of 

<c his faid jurisdictions, and to have reformed 

" the fame accordingly, &c" And concludes 

with this moft clerical paragraph : " This is 

f c the firft point we defire may be clear'd, be- 

€C caufe we are ftrongly perfuaded as touch- 

" the validity of his majefty's authority, and 

c< do hope we fhall be able to juftify the fame, 

* c notwithftanding any thing that the judges 

* or any other can allege to the contrary/* 

Thus were the judges treated, for not 
giving way to the claims of the hierarchy ; 
and fo muft we and all others exped to be, 
who have the audacioufnefs to oppofe treated, 
encroachments. 

To this article the judges made ahfwer, 
11 No man maketh queftion, but that both 
" jurifdidtions are lawfully and juftly in his 
H Riajefty, and if any abufes there be, they 
H 3 " ought 
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" ought to be reformed ; but what the law 
" doth warrant in cafes of prohibitions, to 
" keep every jurifdidtion in its true limits, is 
u not be faid an abufe, nor can be altered but 
* c by parliament. 

And yet, Sir, the author of the preface 
and of the parallel, contending to exclude the 
parliament from meddling in fpiritual matters, 
reprefents our great author my Lord Coke, as 
afferting, that the kingdom of England is an 
abfolute empire or monarchy under the king, 
who exercifes an abfolute power both in 
church and ftate. Vid. Parallel 

The III. article is a modeft demand, 
<c That no prohibition on furmife only, be 
f c granted, either out of the King's Bench, 
*' or Common Pleas, but out of the Chan- 
« c eery only." 

This demand has been fince revived in 
the preface to the Codex-, and being animad- 
verted on in a letter from the Temple, modeft- 
ly fupported by the author of tht parallel; the 
rather, becaufe the granting prohibitions was 
a trouble, which the judges defired to be eafed 
of. 

The anfwer of the judges was as follows, 

A ftrange prefumption in ecclefiaftical 
cc judges, to require, that the king's courts 
f c fhould not do that, which by law they 
" ought to do, and always have done, 
" and which by oath they are bound to do j 
" and if this fhall be holden inconvenient, 
" and they in difchargc of us, can obtain 

* fome 



cc 
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cc fome ad: of parliament to take it from all 
* c other courts than the chancery, they fhall 
cc do us a great eafe. But the law of the 
* c realm. cannot be changed but by parlia- 
cc ment; and what relief or eafe fuch an ad: 
Cc may work the fubjed, wife men will foon 
" find out and difcern. But by thefe articles, 
cc thus difperfed abroad, there is an unbe- 
c< feeming afperfion of that upon the judges, 
* c which ought to have been forborn"* 

I choofe thefe inftances of the old fpirit of 
the hierarchy remaining amongft us, to (hew, 
that the moft ftale barefaced attempts of for- 
mer times, continue to be fiipported by all 
kinds of prevarication, and falfe reprefenta- 
tions of men and things. And thefe particu- 
lars have efcaped the animadverfion of the in- 
genious phyfician, in his treatife of the claims 
of the hierarchy, &c. 

But nothing, Sir, can give fo right an 
idea of thefe men, and this fpirit, as the 
hiftory of them from their firft obfeure origin 
nal, when the flattering an old woman, to 
difinherit her heir in favour of the church, 
was the higheft of their ambition, to their 
full acquifition of grandeur, their excommu-* 
nication of princes, holy wars, and depopu- 
lations of kingdoms. In fuch a hiftory, Sir, 
would appear die fatal confequences of their 
acquifitfons, the corruption of dodrine, the 
depravity of manners, the lofs of learning, 
and every thing praife- worthy ; oppreflive 
kings* weak and wicked minifters, lazy 
K[ 4 priefts, 
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priefts, lands in mortmain, and the poor lai- 
ty, like the puppies which were drown'd for 
being too long blind, juft opening their eye^ 
when they were finking. 

lam, S I R, 

Tour's, 

Hugo de Burgo. 



NUMB. XII. 



■ ' Hie murus aheneus ejio 

Nil confeirejibi, H o R , 

TH O* the name and private character of 
an author is but of little importance 
to the publick, and add no manner of weight 
to his argument or reafonings -, yet as men 
have a natural curiofity that leads them to 
fuch kind of inquiries, it may not be impro- 
per in fame refpedts, for once, to gratify it j 
tfcipecially as I find tbe world is divided in their 
ppinions about me, and I pafs under a great 
variety of cenfures, according to the different 
imaginations and parties of my feyeral read? 
f rs. 

It cannot be expected, however, that I 

Jhould inform the publick of my name, be- 

^aufe I would not influence any perfons ei- 

• ther 
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ti*er in favour or in prejudice of any of my 

lucubrations ; which, as they are wholly con- 

Jecrated to the caufe of liberty and truth, I de-r 

fire all my readers to perufe with the moft dif 

interejled impartiality \ to whofe reafon and 

judgment I continually appeal, and queftion 

not their candid acceptance and approbation 

of my labours. 

As to my family, I have few titles to boaft 
of, higher than that of an efquire, under 
which feveral of my anceftorg have fcrved 
their country with integrity ; who, I mention 
it to their honour, have maintained, inzn un- 
interrupted fuccejjion, the genuine principles 
cf wbiggifm: One only excepted, who, hav- 
ing been advanced to one of the principal dig- 
nities of the church, was obferved to cool a 
little in the principles of moderation, zndjlifr 
fen in his zeal for church power and authority. 
I drew in myfelf the love of liberty with my 
mother's milk, who was an enemy to pqjfive 
obedience and non-refiftance in her own houfe, 
and brought up all her children with an in- 
curable averfon to thefe flavifh doctrines. And 
accordingly I gave an early proof how much 
I profited by her inftru&ions, by placing my- 
felf at the head of a noble oppofition to ^pet- 
ty tyrant, about the 12 th year of my age, 
who made his fubje&s feel the fmart of his un r 
merciful corrections, without ever (hewing 
them where they were to blame, or convin r 
cing them that they had offended. I began, 
jpropagatpd, and brought to perfection thp 
1 " ' ntcejjary 
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necejjary revolt. Our oppofition was fucccis- 
ful. We procured an intire revolution in the 
government, and fettled for the future the lit- 
tle commonwealth upon fuch equitable con- 
ceffions, as fecured a jujl authority to the head, 
and a full fecurity to every member of ft. 

My education was liberal. I breathed for 
four years the delightful air of alma mater ^ 
and was an intimate companion with fome 
who are now grown reverend with the epif- 
copal dignity, and fill fome of the beft pre- 
ferments in our excellent church. I was 
efteem'd to be a lad of good parts, and a blunt 
elocution ; and it was the general opinion of 
me, that with care I might make a confiderable 
man. I fbmewhatimproved^hefeadvantagesof 
my firft education, by travelling into foreign 
parts, where I made proper observations up- 
on the flate of the feveral governments I 
patted through ; and found this maxim. uni- 
Verfally and invariably hold true, that the 
clergy s exorbitant power was always fatal to 
the liberties of nations j and that their grand- 
ure, riches and authority had no other real 
foundation than ignorance, fuperftition and 
vice, and tended to introduce poverty, flave^ 
ry and utter ruin amongft the people. 

Fully eftablifhed in this perfuafion, 
from the moft convincing experience, I re- 
turned pleafed and delighted to this my na- 
tive country, which I looked on as the fa- 
vourite refidence, the facred temple of L i r 
BERTY. But wh^twasmyfurpr^ie, when \ 
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faw the diforder and confiifion into which 
«:lic whole nation was thrown by an infolent, 
Seditious, and frantickpriejt J Theflagrancy 
of his crimes caufed me to wonder at the 
flightnefs of his punifhment. His triumphant 
progrefs through the feveral towns and cities of 
the kingdom, made me at a lofs to guefs, 
'which was greater, the impudence of the 
prieft, or the madnefs of the people. The fa- 
tal revolutions that followed in the counfels of 
the court, the conduct of the miniftry, and 
the ftate of our affairs abroad, made me de- 
teft him as the wretched excrement of a party, 
caft out, by an offenfive favour to corrupt and 
poifon a whole nation. The advancement of 
one of the apoflle' s fuccejfors to the cuftody 
ofafeal, that the poor fiftiermen, they claim 
from, could never boaft the keeping of, and 
to manage the affairs of a peace abroad, that 
was founded upon perfidy, and cemented by 
innocent blood, and which hzih fcarce ever 
Jince had the peace of God to attend it \ feem'd 
indeed to raife a general expedition in the hie- 
rarchial tribe, that the happy Laudean times 
were then reviving, when the faints Jhould 
pojfefs the kingdom, and the priefts take ta, 
themfelves their great power, and reign. But 
how different were my reflections? " What, 
" faidl, wre the clergy of this church too, like 
<c other men ? Is religion their pretence 5 and 
" the world the main point in their view ? Do 
" they preach mortification, and indifference 
" to riches and honours, not for themfelves, 

" but 
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" but \ht good people they watch over ? arethc^ 
" ambaffadors of Christ become the am* 
€f bafiadors of an earthly prince $ andinftead 
* c of mediating a peace upon honourable terms 
" between heaven and earth, are they em- 
u ploy'd in forcing dijhonourable terms of peace 
<c upon injured nations, and fnatching all the 
*' fruits of victory and triumph out of their 
fc hands, toeftabliflb their caufe of oppreffion 
$ * and tyranny?" 

These kind of reflections fb often recur* 
red to my mind, that I confefs they made a 
deep impreflion on me for fome time, in pre- 
judice of the whole body of our clergy; 
whom I began to look upon in the fame view 
here at home, as I had looked upon them a- 
broad ; as a combination againji the liberties of 
mankind, who under a pretence of religion, 
and the covert of zfacred character *, meant, 
in reality, nothing more than to enrich and 
aggrandize themfelves, without fcrapling any 
meafures they thought neceflary, or imme- 
diately conducive to thefe ends. 

But my natural equity gradually led me 
to other fentiments. Iponfidered, that ma- 
ny of the firft reformers were themfelves of 
the clergy, and that all proteftant king- 
doms were greatly indebted to their learning, 
honefty, and zeal. The fteady oppofition 
that was -faifed and carried on by an eminent 
prelate of our own church,^to the principles 
of civil and fpiritual tyranny, and that unan- 
swerable ftrength with which he defended the 
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liberties of mankind, notwithftanding the 
irittereft invectives againft his perfon and 
craufe, and tho' earth and hell were ftirred 
up to opprefs him, abundantly convinced me, 
tiat fincerity, honour, moderation, the love 
of liberty, in a word, every virtue might 
dwell under an ecclefaftical habit, and render 
the perfon of a clergyman truly amiable and 
reverend, I farther remembred, that what- 
ever were the extravagant claims of , fome 
ajpiring prefumptuous churchmen amongft 
us, they had no countenance from the arti~ 
cles, liturgy, or homilies of the church ; which 
bounds, in her 20th article, her claims of 
power to decree rites and ceremonies, and her 
authority in controverfies of faith, wholly and 
abfolutely by fc ripture, and places this pow- 
er and authority, whatfoever it be, equally in 
the laity is in the clergy, by defining, in her 
19th article, the vifibk church to be, a con- 
gregation of faithful men, in which the pure 
word of God is preached, and the facraments 
be duly adminifter'd according to Chrifts ordi- 
nance, in all thofe things that of necejjity are 
requifite to the fame. And from hence I learnt 
to diftinguifti our clergy into two clafles. 
The Jbber, moderate, and pious part of them, 
who adhere to proteftant principles, by allow- 
ing the authority and fufficiency of fcripture; 
wno are friends to the rights of confeience and 
the liberties and privileges of the chriftian 
people ; and who hate all meafures and prin- 
ciples of tyranny and perfecution ; Thefe I 

efteem 
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efleem and honour as found proteftants, and 
the only genuine Jons of the church of Eng+ 
land. But as for thofe of them, who are in- 
toxicated with notions of fpiritual power, 
who ufurp the name of the church only to 
themfelves, who imagine they are invefled 
with authority to impofe on the confciences of 
others, who are for the application of fines, 
imprifonments, and other wholefome feveri- 
ties, as methods of convi&ion and converfion, 
and finally for fetting up for an independency 
on the civil magiftrate ; thefe, of all orders, 
and degrees, I look upon as ajpurious and 
baftard race ; the proper fons of that adulte- 
rous churchy whofe wantonnefs and luft hath 
been the reproach of the chriftian name, and 
deftrudtiveto the faith and morals ofthegof- 
pel They call themfelves the fons of the 
church of England, only to conceal the fhame 
and infamy of their true original, and pre- 
tend a zeal for it, only that they may cor- 
rupt and ruin it. 

And as I thus publicly declare myfclf 
an enemy to none but thofe, who are ene- 
mies to the true proteftant principles of the 
church of England; fo I doubt not but I fhall 
be efteemed as an hearty friend to it, by all 
who wifh to fee her encreafing profperity ; 
as I fhall make it appear that I really am, in 
thecourfe of thefe papers, by defending that 
foundation which alone can fiipport her, and 
juftify her in her feparation from thejynagogue 
of Rome. 

I 
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I have indeed feen myfelf cenfured by 
tools and bigots, as a prejbyterian, — an #/z- 
fiminijierial man, — as almoft every thing, 
Y>ut that which I know myfelf to be, an Old 
ff^higj and a Confijtent Proteftant. But I aflure 
my readers, that I am no more a believer in 
the divine original of the discipline of Geneva 
or Edinburgh, than I am in that of Rome or 
Canterbury ; that I as little like tbeftool of re- 
pentance \ as the white Jheet of penance ; that 
in matters of faith I pay no more deference 
to a Scotch affembly, with Mr. Moderator at 
the head of them, than J do to an Englifh con- 
vocation, under the prefidency of a Prolocutor 
or Archbifhop ; but that, as I often frequent the 
public worfhip of the church, fo I am not 
bigot enough to for/wear ever entering into a 
conventicle, or to join in worfhip with an 
honed proteftant diffenter. The friends of 
truth, liberty and virtue, amongft all parties, 
I efteem and honour $ and none elfe of any 
party whatfoever. 

As to the charge of my being an antiminif- 
terial writer, this furely is thrown with a very ill 
grace by minifterial men. Can then a paper, 
written in defence of liberty, and upon the 
principles of whiggi/m y be now antiminifterial ? 
Are the great men in power Tories and Jaco- 
bites* Are they undermining the foundations 
of liberty ? Are they facrificingthe rights of the 
chriftian laity to the ufurpations of the hie- 
rarchy? Have they fold and enflaved them- 
felvcs to eccldiaftical tyrants ? Do they allow 

and 
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and authorife in them the claim of a fuprema- 
cy in fpirituals, and an independency on the 
crown ? Do they difpofe of church-prefer- 
ments to men, who openly declare for fines 
and penalties upon proteftant diflenters ? Were 
thefc meafurespurfued by the great men now 
in power, there is not an honeft whig, or a 
real proteftant in the kingdom, but muft be 
in principle fo far an enemy to thefe mea- 
sures. But if they neither approve nor purfue 
them, every honeft man muft be their friend'; 
and the charging this paper with antiminifte- 
rial views, is a fcandalous reflection on the 
miniftry itfelf, and can have nothing but ca- 
lumny and falfliood to fupport it. 
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To the OLt> WHIG. 

Hoc autem liberiores & folutioresfumus, quod 
integra nobis eft judicandi poteftas. C i c. 

SIR, 

AS you have engaged in the defence of 
the glorious caufe of liberty ; and have 
undertaken to explain its principles, which 
is the only recommendation they want to 

make 
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make them univerfally received ; I hope you 
«%aron't look on any inquiry, which conduces 
*o that end, as a digreflion from your main 
purpofe. — It appears to me to be the true 
balis on which all freedom of private judg<* 
rnent is built, that no opinion whatfoever 
(for I know no diftindtion between what fa 
called civil and religious) can be reafonably 
the objedt of laws, or cognizable by fociety. 
This principle is founded on a certain trutn, 
which can't be difputed without oppofing thq 
plaineft dictates of reafon, and the univerfal 
experience of mankind, viz. that no mere 
opinions can be hurtful to fociety. I wad 
therefore much concern'd to find it hinted, 
tho' m well-guarded exprcffionS) more than once 
in your paper, that perfons openly avowing 
it as their religious opinion, that others fliould 
be deprived of their natural rights, ought to 
be under legal incapacities, to prevent their 
obtaining an oppreffive and deftru&ive pow- 
er. As this point immediately concerns the 
rights of fubje&s, and the extent of civil li- 
berty ; and as I apprehend that the cafe herd 
fuppofed is not a Jingle one, as fome gentle- 
men feem to imagine, but muft, by a parity 
ofreaibning, involve in it many others, that 
will be attended with moft important con- 
fequences ; I (hall endeavour to reprefent it 
in a diftinft and clear light 

Such as maintain the principle above- 
mention'd, as they differ from me with re- 

I fpetf 
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fpcdt to a material truth, are indeed very im- 
proper to be chofen by me, to give my con- 
fent either to the making laws, or altering 
them ; or in other words, they arc very un- 
fit to be trailed by me, with my (hare of the 
legijlative authority. The reafbn of this is 
moft obvious, becaufe I can have no recourfe 
to any fuperior power, to compel them to 
adt contrary to their own opinions, or agree- 
ably to mine. A conformity of opinion tnere- 
fore muft be the firft confideration of every 
individual of a fociety, in the choice of the 
kgijlature. 

But the cafe is quite different with re- 
gard to the executive power. Men's abilities, 
and their having given evident proofs of their 
integrity, are the only requifites for any office, 
in the execution of the laws ; becaufe, in a 
well-founded ftate, every fuch offifcer, be his 
opinions what they will, muft either faith- 
fully difcharge the duty of his office, or be 
punifhed for his neglect, and for every in- 
stance of arbitrary oppreffion and tyranny. 
And it is a notorious defeft in the laws, if 
the punifhments appointed are not fufficient 
to prevent all offences againft "em, that are 
fiibverfive of liberty, and a violation of natu- 
ral juftice. *Tis undeniable, that appetites and 
affe&ions have a much more powerful influ- 
ence on the bulk of mankind, than mere^*- 
tulative principles j and yet if the punifh- 
ments annexed to a criminal indulgence of 
irregular and mifchievous appetites > are not 

ftrong 
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ftrong enough to deter men from it* the com* 
axiunity muft be in a bad ftate; nay, if they 
had not really this efiedt in general^ the difc 
order and confufioh would be fo great^ arif- 
ing from an uncontroul'd licentioufnefs, that 
ibcieties muft be quite dijfoltid. If therefore 
jfevere penalties were provided for every a& 
of infoience, partiality, and opprejjion> com-* 
rnitted by the officers employ'd by fociety to 
adminifter juftice, and put the la wis in exe- 
cution ; there would be a great deal lefs dan* 
ger from wrortg /peculations, than there is 
from corrupt pqffiom ; and the properties and 
civils rights of the fubjedt would be fuffi- 
eiently guarded andfecurcd. This is arguing 
from fa& and obfervation, which are not fuch 
fallacious guides as abftradt theories ; butj on 
the contrary, are the fureft rule we can pro* 
ceed by, in framing wife and praBicable ex- 
pedients for maintaining equity and order 
amongft men. And whenever it happens 
that a perfon of approved abilities, integrity^ 
and knowledge of the laws is refufed an of- 
fice, for avowing, what the fociety ttiay 
think, an injurious opprejfive principle ; and 
another is employ 'd, that wants thefe effort* 
tial qualificationSj only for profeflihg fenti* 
ments, that are apprehended to be mor< 
friendly to liberty ; I fay, if ever this hap* 
pens, (and there may be a variety of. cafes* 
in which the one or the other of thefe cha- 
racters muft of neceffity be preferred ) 'tis hardi- 
ly poffible, but that cool and impartial men 
I z muft 
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muft confider this management as weak and 
arbitrary, and very prejudicial to the true 
intereft of their country. And this, I think, 
amounts to a demonftration, that die gene- 
ral rule , afferted and urged by the gentle- 
men above referred to , is not an eter~ 
nal law of reafon, nor an immutable principle 
of right and equity, nor, confequently, an 
invariable rule of government. 

T o fum up the argument, and put it, at 
the fame time, in a fomewhat different light; 
I would propole the following queries to the 
zealous advocates for a fcrutiny into men's re- 
ligious fentiments, or for legal incapacities on 
account of any opinions, how publicly fo- 
ever maintain'd and defended. 

Are not aftions the only things that can 
affedtfociety? 

May not thefe be fufficiendy enforced* 
or prevented, fo far, I mean, as is neceflary 
for the prefervation and fupport of govern- 
ment, by rewards and punijhments, let men's 
opinions be right, or wrong ? 

S 1 n c £ in all well-regulated, i. c.free fo* 
cieties, the legifiative power, which is the 
majority of the people acting by their repre- 
fentatives, are able to enforce the obedience 
of the executive, and reftrain its excefles ; why 
ihould any exception be made againft opi- 
nions? 

■ Mere notions and fchemes, whether in 
religion, or politics, hurt not fociety ; what 
hurt is there then in publifhing them? Of 

what 
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xvhat mifchief can refiilt from converting a 
wnzn to any particular fentiments, if his pri- 
vate judgment is in itfelf 'not at all detrimen- 
tal to liberty and the public peace ? 

Is not he as good a member of the com* 
xnunity, that conjlantly obeys the laws, from 
a regard to their fan&ions, againji his opinion, 
as he that does it in conformity to it ? 

Can a teji be invented to hinder any 
but boneji men- from taking offices ? And can 
fuch accept of a truft with an intent to betray 
it? 

A n d if the truth really be, that opinions 
are the objects of laws, will it not follow, 
that all opinions which either direfily, or in 
their confequences> weaken the obligations of 
moral virtue, and are prejudicial to fociety, 
are proper to be confider'd by the legijlature % 
and guarded againft ? — And as the legijla- 
ture y in every country, muft judge for itfelf 
what thofe opinions are, and what is the moft 
effe&ual preservative againft their malignant 
influence ; is not this throwing down all the 
fences that fecure our liberties ? — Does it 
not open a door for boundlfts impofitions, and 
encroachments on the rights of confcience ? — * 
Js it not the principle, from whence all ne- 
gative difcouragementSy and the moft inhuman 
ferfecutions> have took their rife ? 

I (hall not attempt to fpecify, particularly, 

the inconveniences which would arife from 

ibciety's taking cognizance of opinions^ be-r 

Caufe they are infinite 5 and I have endea- 

I l vgurM 
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vour'd tQ explain my fentiments in the feweft 
words I was able, becaufe I would leave ipy* 
felf an ejjcufe for troubling you with my 
further thoughts on this fubjed:, if any o\h 
je&ions fhould be offered, which are worth 
confidering. I know that the cafe of the Ro-l 
ptan Catholics wiU be the firft objection in 
every Proteftant's way. But let them confi- 
der, how do the Roman Catholics hurt us ? Is 
}t by believing in the deifying power of the 
prieft, and the divinity of a tranfubftanfcated 
wafer ? Is it by any mere opinions, however 
fenfelefs and immoral ? — - Is it not entirely 
by their aBions t fuch as fending abroad uuh 
ney, and children, and introducing a foreign 
jurifdiftion } -r-Let the laws againft thefe 
a&ions be ftridtly put in execution, (many 
of which were made by pur popijh anceftors) 
and the laws againft breach offaitb> Qpprefi 
£on x and cruelty ; and then we may allow 
them, without the leaft hazard to the com* 
munity > to believe as many of their abfur-, 
dities, and antichriftian dodtrines, as they 
$re able. I am, 

S I R, Tour, fcc. 

Laicus. 



NUMft 
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NUMB. XIV. 



TotheOLD WHIG. 

SIR, 

IF you are the impartial perfon, which 
your title promifes, and which I make 
no queftion but that you are, I fhall expert 
to fee the following letter inferted as foon as 
you can with convenience. It was occafion- 
ed by one you lately publifhed upon a very 
important fubjedt : and tho' I differ from the 
ingenious author of it ; yet as the fixing 
rightly the grounds of liberty is both his and 
my endeavour, I am fure he cannot be difob- 
tfged by the difcuflion of fo material a point 

lam, SIR, 

Tour's, &c. 

SIR, 

WERE a man to fit down and form 
to himfeif a plan of a common- 
wealth, he would naturally confider what li- 
berties the fubjedt was to part with, and what 
powers the magiftrates ought to be intruded 
I 4 with 
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with, and ought to exert. And as he would 
Jigve.no difficulties concerning the right of 
punifhing certain AEtions, it is very probable 
that he would fall into the confideration, 
whether the magiftrate could have any power 
over the opinions of the fubjeft, and how he 
ought to aft in relation to them. All actions 
which are contrary to the welfare of the ftate 
wou'd foon be feen to be within his cognU- 
l&ance j but it may be more difficult to deter^ 
mine, whether the principles of a ffiion arefo; 
^nd whether he would aft juftly, if he. had 
gny regard to thefe in the distribution of 
places of intereft and power. 

Nq doubt, opinions undivulged are the 
fame to all intents and purpofes of this in- 
quiry with no opinions : What are concealed^ 
and what are not, are the fgme thing. The 
inquiry then would be concerning opinions 
publifhedtQ the world; and here the queftion 
is, how far the civil ipagiftrate may take no- 
tice of them, and whether he would a& juft- 
ly or unjuftly in excluding men from power ; 
pn account of their opinions openly profefs'4 
to the worlc(, 

To determine this, it muftbe allowed on 
fill hands, that many opinions are fueh as nei- 
ther dire&ly nor indirectly, neither imme- 
diately nor remotely, afifecft civil foclety : And 
in this cafe the civil magiftrate, as ftich, ought 
to be entirely unconcerned. For where the 
good of the public, or the ends for which 
|aen engage in fociety, ?re no ways affe&ed, 

there 
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tfhere the guardians of the public intereftcan 
have no right to intermeddle. But then f 
^wrhere opinions are fuch as immediately affedt 
the encls of fociety, there the magiftrate has 
a right to interpofe, and to exclude from all 
power fuch as are the patrons and defenders 
of notions wnich are definitive to the fociety. 
He muft always keep in view the ends of fo- 
ciety ; and meafure every thing by them, and not 
by any other rule whatever. It does not at all 
3ffe<ft fociety, immediately or remotely, which 
opinion a man holds, (to take an inftance from 
a book now lying before me,) whether fpace 
and time are neceflarily infinite, or whether 
they are mere abftrait ideas ? Whether a- 
theifm or polytheifm are moft effectually con- 
futed, by the argument a priori, or by that 
apofteriorit Thefe, and ten thoufand fuch 
debates, do not at all concern the interefts, 
or good of fociety, which way foever they 
are held by learned men ; and confequently 
the civil magiftrate, as guardian of fociety, 
has ho authority to interpofe. In thefe and 
fuch cafes the good of fociety may be ftridtly 
regarded by any or every man, in every de- 
gree of power, which fide foever he takes in 
thefe queftions ; and if a man ftri&ly adheres 
to his own principles on either fide the public 
is in no danger of fuffering, and confequently 
they that are intrufted with the care of the 
public have nothing to do with him. But 
then in proportion, as opinions more nearly 
afFeft the good of the commonweal, it be- 
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comes reafonable to guard againft their influx 
ence ; and care fhould always be taken, that 
fuch as openly avow, what, if put in practice, 
would be hurtful, fhould not have it in their 
fawer to do, what they give public notice to 
the world that they think is right to be done; 
and what they declare that they themfelves 
would do. 

Every civil focietyhas a right to pre- 
serve itfelf and all its members from deflruc- 
tion ; and every individual member that en- 
gages in it, is looked upon, and ought to be 
treated as a friend to it, and has a right to 
protection in all his properties, till he is feen 
and known to be an enemy. When fuch en- 
mity appears, every body muft judge of the 
quantity of guilt incurr'd : and how far all, 
orwhatp^rt, or what degree, ofrighttofecu- 
rity or advantages, have been forfeited, and 
what remain to the offender. As the fociety 
has a right to preferve itfelf, it muft have a 
right to all the neceflary means to its own 
fafety. And for this reafon it is, that if the 
perfons who are trailed with the legiflative or 
executive power of any nation, fhould at any 
time happen to be fuch as are incapacitated by 
nature, or ihould refolutely purfue fuch fteps 
as are contrary to the ends of civil fociety, or 
openly avow opinions deftruftive of it, they 
may and ought to be excluded from the ad* 
miniftration of it: e.g. 

I f in an hereditary government, the heir 
of the ?rc*wn ihould ^ a lunatic > or if the 

pofleflbf 
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^poffeflbr of it (houtd become a known open 
enemy to the community ; it would become 
prudent, and reafonable, and neceflary, to ex- 
dude fuch aperfon from the fucceifion, or 
from the pofleffion of the fupreme power; 
and it would be right to enter into fuch mea- 
sures as are abfolutely neceflary to fecure the 
ibciety. Again, 

The wifdom of this nation has been fuch, 
fis to exclude from the crown not only all Pa- 
pijis but even fuch as marry Papijis : and 
this is done upon reafbns fpecified in the ads 
of parliament, becaufe " it has been found 
iC ' by experience, that it is inconfiftent with 
« c the fafety and welfare of this Proteftant 
^ kingdom to be govern'd by a Popijh prince, 
<c or by any king or queen marrying a Pa- 
<* piii " It is therefore declared, that all and e~ 
** very peribn and perfons that is, aye, or (hall 
" be reconciled lo, orfhall hold communion 
? c with, the fee or church of Rome, or (hall 
<c Profess the Popijh religion, or marry 
« € a Papift, fhaU be excluded, and be for 
** ever incapable to inherit, pofiefs, or en- 
f* joy the crown and government of this 
.* realms— 12 znd izfP.&M. c.a. 

The reafon of this ©xdufion is founded 
upon experience, that a Papift is by principle 
pa enemy to this fafety and we fare of /&# 
Proteftant kingdom 1 and that the prefejfwn a r 
lone of the JPS^i/^ religion, is a fufficfonrde- 
v claration of fuch enmity : land' that *tis much 
snore prudeftt to guard agaiq_ft hie being ad- 
mitted to power, tha© to trail to the falfe 

fecurity 
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curity of the fevereft laws againft him, when 
he is in plenary poffeflion of it; furrounded 
with guards and forces, and fecured by the 
command of forts and garrifons, armies and 
fleets under his direction and pay; befides 
numerous other influences which I need not 
point out 

I t may perhaps, you'll fey, be deem'd 

Cdent to keep the Jupreme pmver out of the 
ds of a Papift, becaufe it may be hard to 
execute the laws againft one that is in full 
pofleffion of it But how does the cafe (land 
with, relation to inferior perfons, who may 
with eafe be punifbed if they tranfgrefs their 
duties ? Why may not they be admitted to 
any offices of truft, or intereft, or power, 
notwithftanding their opinions, if they are 
but liable to penalties fevere enough, if ever 
they are caught offending? I (hould anfwer, 
Suppose laws as fevere as you pleafe 
againft the abufe of authority, yet no man 
can deny, that to put one's felf under the pow- 
er of fuch as profefs it their opinion that 
they may or ought to hurt one, is running 
a ftianifeft rifque : and to venture fuch a rifque, 
is furely the heighth of folly and imprudence. 
This is to put one's felf firft into a man's 
power, whofe avow'd principle it is to injure 
you 5 and then to venture the after-game of 
getting redrefs. Is this the pra&ice in com-*- 
mon life in »ny inftance whatever? , Should 
you know a man whofe avowed opinion it 
was, that no regard was to be paid to ^«wr, 

or 
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or honefty; that there ought to be an un- 
bounded enjoyment of all and every natural 
appetite; that there can be no crime in in- 
dulging any inclinations — Would you make 
iuch a man the companion, the tutor or 
guardian of your daughter ; or would you 
not (hut him out of your houfe ? Would you 
truft the man with the receiptor cuftody of 
your money, who openly would avow that 
property is not /acred? Or would yott make 
iuch a man your executor, or truft him with 
the fortune you defign'd for your fon that is 
a minor ? The temptation is too great to one 
who profefles his defires, and defigns toclofe 
in with it : and notwithftanding a Irian may 
bepunifhed fufficiently if he be taken, and 
proved guilty of a breach of laws, yet the 
folly of fuch a confidence would ,be never- 
thele/s inexcufable, when the mifchievous 
effe&s of it come to be felt 

And thus it is in the cafe of power : 
punifh an offender as feverely as you can ; 
yet fo many chances intervene; fo many 
ways there are of eluding laws ; fo many fteps 
may be taken which are prejudicial to the pub- 
lic good, which yet are not cognizable by 
courts of human judicature ; there are fo ma- 
ny arts open to fecure and ftfengthen a fac- 
tion in power, that it wou'd be the heighth 
of imprudence to truft to the remedy of 
punijhments. And if it be imprudent to truft 
to them, it certainly muft be unreafonable and 
improper*. 
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The threat of death, or the frequent ex- 
ecution of it, does not deter a villain front 
robbery, or from putting his bad principles 
into practice, tho' he knows the confequehce 
will be fo certain and fo great punilhment* 
Would you therefore truft fuch a man, whole 
wickednefs you know beforehand ; becaufe 
you can punijh him when he is caught? Or 
is it not common prudence to guard againft 
him, and to prevent, if poffible, the mif- 
chiefs that are fbrefeen ? 

The principles of adion operate fo natu* 
rally and fo ftrongly (efpecially where they 
have the additional fpring of religious mo 
tives,) that you muft not imagine that good* 
nature, humanity, or any other virtue, will 
generally prevail againft their ftrength and 
importunacy. Sometimes indeed it is poflible 
that it may; but he that will depend upon 
that, knows little of what pafles in the world, 
When an innocent, upright, virtuous, confdU 
entious man is feized by the inquifition, and 
condemn'd to the flames, how eafily is chriffc* 
ianity, compatriotifm, relation, kindred, e* 
very good and kind afFedtion, brought to give 
way to the opinion of the duty of destroying 
an heretic? Stamp but that odious name up 
on the fincerely good man * and even joy and 
pleafure (hall appear in the countenances of 
ipedtators, who fliall make no diftindtion be» 
twixt fuch a man and the greateft vilain that 
was ever executed. 

This will fhew you how naturally princi* 

plea 
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j^les influence pradtice 5 and what high folly 
it is to place in power, and then to depend for 
ffeeurity, on any men whofe avowed princi- 
ples are definitive of the common welfare. 
And furcly there is more real fecurity to every 
man, and what he would purchafe at fome 
price, to have no grounds to fufped an in- 
vasion of his rights, than there is, when he 
inuft be conftantly trying to catch a known, 
powerful, profefled enemy to them. At 
leaft it appears in this light to, 
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Papatum non agnofcimus pro ecclefia, neque 

pro parte ejus> fed pro corruptione & defola- 

tione> Jfae pro antichrifto, qui ecclefiam, 

verbum & ordinem Dei impugnat, et fi 

fupra ilhs extollit, ut Deus Deorum. 

Luther, de Miff. Solitar. 

Men and brethren, fellow cbrijlians and Pro- 
tejlants, 

THE Proteftant religion and liberties, 
which, by the favour of Almighty 
God, you are in quiet poffeflion of, are blef- 

fings 
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fings envied you by all the antichriftian pow- 
ers of the church of Rome. The northern be* 
rejy, fuch they call your religion, is the oh* 
je<5t of their incurable hatred* and what they 
have for many years fworn and laboured the 
deftru&ion of. Tho' nothing is more evi- 
dent, than that popery is the vileft corruption 
of the chriftian religion, and hath not fo 
much as maintained the very appearance of 
chriftian worflrip ; yet fuch is the impudence 
of this impofture, that (he appropriates the 
name of the true church and religion to her- 
felf, configns over to eternal damnation, and 
persecutes with relentlefs fury, all without 
exception, where her power reaches, who 
dare deny the abfurdities (he commands to be 
believed, or refufe to prattife thzfuperjiitiont 
and idolatries fhe injoins. 

I t might reafonably be hoped, that the 
frequent experience which this nation hath 
had, of the perfidy and cruelty of the church 
of Rome, the perfections which fhe is at 
this day carrying on againft our brethren the 
Proteftants, in France, Germany, and other 
places, and efpecially the advantage which we 
have in reading and examining the facred 
writings, fhould be abundantly fiifficient to 
prevent our entertaining any favourable opi- 
nions of the religion of that church, and the 
increafe of converts to her communion. But 
her arts are innumerable, and her endeavours 
unwearied to profelyte corrupt, and unthink- 
ing men. Her priefts and miffionaries are in- 
defatigable 
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defatigable in the vineyard, and boaft of a 
large and plentiful harveft 

A n d in the midft of thefe triumphs over 
the proteftant religion and liberties, Proteftants 
themfelves, I fpeak it with grief, are lending 
their helping bands to the caufe of popery $ 
and are not afhamed to difperfe papers thro* 
the moil diftant parts of the kingdom, pro-* 
feffedly maintaining the church of Rome to 
be a true church, and perfuading men to be- 
lieve, that they may continue without dan- 
ger of falvation in it. 

The firft Reformers and Proteftants were 
of quite different fentiments, and would have 
abhorred fuch a conduct. The motto to this 
paper (hews Luther** opinion. We don't ac- 
knowledge, fays he, the papacy for the church, 
neither for part of it, but for corruption and 
dejolatioh, or for anticbrtfi, who oppofes the 
church, the word and order of God, and exalts 
itfelf above them as God of Gods. 

W h e n the Proteftants were charged with 
fchiftn for their feparation from the Romijh 
Communion, Bucer replied : Schifm with them, 
(the Romanifts) is to depart from their anti- 
chrift to Cbrifi the Lord, and to exchange the 
dominations of anticbrtfi > for the doElrines and 
inftitutions of Cbrift $ and therefore we glory 
in the name of Jcbifm. For we could not be- 
long to the members of Cbrifi, if we Jhould ad- 
here to the body of anti cbrifi, Apud Seckend* 
Lib. 3.5 !22, 
It would indeed be endlefs to produce all 
K the 
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the teftimonics of the firft reformers, unani- 
moufly agreeing, that the church of Rome 
was no part of the true church of Chrift, and 
urging from hence the necejjity of feparation 
from it. And that this was not hare affertion, 
fellow-proteftants, but an opinion founded on 
the moft fubftantial reafon, I will leave yoti 
yourfelves to judge, when you have perufed 
the following account of the ftate of the 
church of Rome when the reformation firft 
began, and which continues to be much the 
feme to the prefent time. 

"The antichriftian papacy, fays my 
" author, was^/& abominable and foul a beaft, 
" that Paul and John could fcarce fuffici- 
c< ently defcribe him. The paffion and fa- 
! e tisfa&ion of Chrift was treated as a mere 
" hiftory, like the Odyjfes of Homer. Con- 
fc cerning juftifying faith there was a deep 
<f filence. Chrift was defcribed as a cruel 
c< j u dge, damning all who wanted the inter- 
" ceffion of the faints, and the indulgences of 
" the pope. They placed in the room of 
€C Chrift, interceflbrs and faviours, the vir- 
cc gin Mary like the Pagans Diana, and 
€< many other feints, new ones being fre- 
C€ quently created by the popes. And yet 
" even thefe they taught would not pray for 
" us, unlefs we merited it of them, and of 
cc the orders and fbcieties which they found* 
" ed. And they fhewed by what Works 
" this was to be done. Not by tbofe which 
" were truly good. Thefe were mean things. 

Thofe 
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c * Thofe who gave the mod money, thofe 
c * were the true penitents, who merited eter- 
nal life ; and thofe who negledted to do 
this were damned, or went to purgatory 
cc without redemption. Failings, frequent 
cc recitals of the Lord's prayer, and the an- 
€€ gels falutation, rofaries, Mary's cloak, Ur+ 
cc Julds and Bridget's prayers, recitals of the 
€€ pfalters, finging, bellowing, crying, mutter* 
€c ing ; thefe were their good works, which 
cc they efteem'd more than the pafSon and in*. 
** nocence of Chrift. Theufeofflefh, butter 
* c and cheefe was forbidden, and the eating 
€C them was a heinous fin, not to be pardon'd 
" without money. Add to this, their mul- 
<c titude of feftivals, their pilgrimages to 
* c Rome and Jerufakm, to St. James's and 
<c Sl Catherine on mount Sinai, to St. Mu 
chael, Fulda and Wolfgang. The places 
of pilgrimage were as numerous as the 
hills, valleys, woods and very trees. But 
all this trouble might be redeemed with 
money. The offerings to the monafteries 
and priefls were money and precious 
w things, hens, geefe, ducks, eggs, linnen, 
" hemp, butter and cheefe. Every place 
" founded with bells, and grew warm 
" with incenfe and oblations. Men got 
" drunk at the taverns, and then confirm- 
" ed all they had done by going to mate. 
<c New facraments were invented, fuch as 
" confirmation and unttion. The bifhops, 
" inftead of preaching, confecrated priefts 
K 2 and 
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<c monks, bells, temples, chapels, churches, 
<c images, wafers, cakes, and church-yards. 
u Reliques were in high eiteem; bones, 
<€ arms, feet, infhrined with gold and filver 
cc cafes, which were held out to be kiffed in 
Ci time of mafs. There were an almoft in- 
c< finite number of friarhoods eredled, who 
" had their priefts, altars, churches, tapers, 
" incenfings and holidays. The monaftic 
€C vows were obedience, povertyandchaftity; 
<c and into their monasteries children were 
c< received againft the confent of their pa- 
" rents, and women who had withdrawn 
" from their hufbands beds. Maffes were 
" celebrated every day in cities, villages, cat- 
(( ties, churches and chapels; maffes were 
" alfo celebrated for the dead, even fuch as 
c< had been dead many ages. The pope was 
accounted infallible, and looked upon as 
God, whom no one ought to contradict, 
or dared do with impunity, The popes 
excommunicated Cafar, kings, princes, 
" and whole provinces, and excited them to 
<c war one with another," &c. 

Th u s far my author, Frederick Mico- 
nius y who lived at the beginning of the re- 
formation, and wrote what he himfelf was a 
witnefs to. . Nor is modern popery much al- 
tered from what it then was, nor are any of the 
corruptions in dodxine and worfhip, which 
he then complained of, now removed. And 
can you difcern, fellow-proteftants , any 
marks amongft thefe various particulars of the 

church 
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crhurch of Chrift ? Any traces of that Ipiritu- 
a.1 and rcafonable worihip which he recom- 
mended ? Or of thofe divine and excellent 
doftrines which he taught? Gin thefebethe 
genuine followers of Chrift, who have thus 
made void the fundamental dodrines of his 
gofpel, and converted the worihip of it into 
the moft childifh, abfurd and impious fuper- 
flitions ? 

That popery is a real and entire perver* 
Jion of the gofpel of Chrift, may be demon- 
strated from innumerable particulars. The 
infallibility which it afcribes to the popes, or 
councils, is fubverfive of, and hath been often 
fet up in dired oppofition to the authority of 
God, and the fupreme dominion of Chrift 
over the church. The power which the 
priefts claim to bind ana Moofe, is a power to 
difpenfe with the conditions of falvation, and 
to abfolve men from their obedience to the 
chriftian law. The facraments, which they 
pretend to minifter, are not the appointments 
of our blejfed Saviour, but the invention of 
their own fuperftition, that have no agree- 
ment in their form, defign, or ufe, with the , 
plain inftitutions of his gofpel. The merit of 
his death is denied and reprefented as ineffec- 
tual by the impurities pf their mafs. His in- 
terceffion is fuperfeded by the intercejfion of 
faints and angels. The terrors of a future 
puniihment defeated by the cheats of purga- 
tory. His church defil'd by idols of ftone and 
wood, and his worihip defaced by fordid fa- 
it 3 perft' r ioa$| 



134 3ft* Old Whig. N q i$. 
partitions, and the moft ftupid and mon~ 
ftrous idolatries. 

The church of England, in her homilies 
again/1 peril of idolatry charges the church 
of Rome with having occafioned men by 
their images to commit horrible idolatries f 
which (he juftly calls foul abufes, and great 
enormities, and a mojl odious and abominable 
vice -, and fays, that they that love fuch evil 
things , they that trujl in images, they that 
make them, they that favour them, and they 
that honour them , are all worthy of death. 
And in the conclusion of her firft homily a- 
gainft peril, &c. thus exhorts her children : 
laet us, brethren, rather follow the council of 
the good angel of God, than the Juggejlion of 
fubtil fatan, who attempts by fuch facrilege, 
to deprive God of bis due honour*, and becaufe 
bis own face is horrible and ugly, to convey it 
to bimfelf by the mediation of gilt flocks and 
fones, and to make us the enemies of God, and 
bis own fuppliants and Jlaves, and in the end 
procure us for a reward everlafting dejlrutt ion 
and damnation. 

S o that the judgment which the church of 
England forms of the church of Rome, is the 
fame with that of all the other churches of 
the reformation. She denies it to be the true 
church of Chrift, and condemns her idola- 
tries as an abominable vice, the continuance 
in which will procure us, for a reward, ever- 
Jafting deftrudtion and damnation. But how 
charitable are fome of her profefled fons 

grown 
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grown in this refpeft? Difpleafed with the 
ievere cenfure of their mother, they fpeak a 
fbfter language; and out of a fond afre&ion 
for the old £or&ktnprqftitute, will have her 
to be a true church,, the fpoufe of Chrift ; 
tho' a little difordered, and over-run with the 
Jlight diftemper of a leprofy or plague. Cha- 
ritable men ! How amiable, how confiftent, 
to fee Proteftants turning advocates for the 
fynagogue of Rome ! Our worthy diocefan ex- 
cites his clergy, by circular letters, to preach 
againft Popery : But leaft it be too harfhly 
Ipoken of, the W — rs and V — ns put in a 
friendly caveat: Oh call her not whore \ 
Don't deny her to be a true church. Bifliop 
Laud fays (he is a member of the whole. Don't 
reprefent the impoffibility or danger of ialva- 
tiQii in her communion. 

. BtJT why this tendernefs in ,the prefent 
conjuncture, amidft the common complaints 
of the growth of Popery? Can it be an ar- 
gument to prevent itsincreafe, to reprefent it 
to the world as the dodrine of the church of 
England, that the church of Rome hath the 
true ejfence of a chriftian church * that falva- 
tion is to be obtained in her communion ; and 
that thofe who have the liberty of confulting 
the facred oracles, are neither mad f nor want 
an excu/efor their madnefs, in embracing the 
errors aftd idolatries of the Romijh church ? 
Will not Popiih miffionaries make their ufe 
of this conceffiort ? This fatal conceffion I Will 
they not cut away the foundations of the 
K 4 Proteftant 



136 Tie Old Whig. N* 15. 

Proteftant religion and liberties, with theft 
inftruments which are furnifhed them, un- 
happily, by Proteftants themfelves ? 

But why do I wonder, fince the reafon 
of this condudt is obvious ? If the church of 
Rome be no chriftian church, down goes the 
Dagon of thefe philijlines, the idol of the a- 
pojlolic uninterrupted fuccejjkn, and all the 
imaginary powers that are to be convey'd 
with it. But rather than loofe the honours 
of fuch an original, rather than be deprived 
of the pleafures of this boafted defcent ; the 
mother of harlots, and of the abominations 
of the earth, Rome, thcfnk of corruption, the 
foul adult erefs of the kings of the earth, that 
is drunk with the blood or martyrs, wears the 
titles of blajphemy, curfes all the churches of 
the reformation, and greedily pants after the 
deftrudkion of the religion and liberties of 
theft nations \ even Rome {hall be defended 
as a real part of the church of Chrift, and as 
the mother too of the church of England. 

But let not the facred name of the 
church of England be thus difhonoured and 
proftituted. This charity (he never taught. 
This neceflary dependence on, this near re- 
lation to the church of Rome, (he never incul- 
cates.^ She feparated from her as an anti- 
chriftian church ; and when (he renounced 
her idolatries, declared them foul and damn- 
able. Let not therefore, fellow-Proteftants, 
any favourable opinions of her do&rinesand 
$nd pradices ever find ^djniffion into your 

fninds, 
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minds, and prepare you for a return into her 
communion. If you love chriftianity, you 
rauft abhor that church which hath in every 
article corrupted it. If you value your liber- 
ties, approach not a fingle ftep towards her ; 
forfhe is infinuating and deceitful, and will 
try every art to bring you within her power, 
that when {he has gained her ends, (he may 
correct you with rods, and cbajiije you with 
Jcorpions. 
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SIR, 

THERE is fcarce any thing fo clear and 
evident, which men, who are even 
rightly dupofed to truth, by one accident or 
other, donotconteft: and where the princi- 
ples of liberty are concerned, I do not wonder 
that men are jealous, and watch every ftep, 
and examine critically every motion, and e- 
very action ; left their darling mould be be- 
trayed by felfe, or carelefs, or imprudent 
friends, or feiz'd by open enemies. Such. a 
guard is highly commendable j and every ad- 
p veriary 
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verlary that is truly generous, and that knows 
how much its friends value liberty, would 
never take it amifs, if every appearance of a 
falfe notion be canvafs'd, and every thing that 
has a tendency to fubvert it be fully difcufsU 
W h e n the power of the civil magi/bate, 
and theconfequence of his being armed with 
the ftrength of the fociety, isconfidered, it 
iscafy to forefee, that there maybe frequent 
mifapplications of it : They are men, and but 
men, that are intruded ; and therefore, igno- 
rance, miftake, and wrong judgment, will 
prevail in fome ; and in others there will be 
perverfenefs, corruption, ambition, illdefigns, 
and mifchievous practices : They will fome- 
times have little or np regard to the good of the 
fociety; and fometymes the very ends of it 
will be quite out of view. It may be laid 
then, that " If you allow to men the power 
" of judging of opinions, or grant them a 
" power to exclude from offices of truft, 
" from places and from honours, on account 
" of fentiments only, without waiting for 
" a&ions, which are the vifible breaches of 
the laws of the community ;, you truft 
them with a power which may be preju- 
dicial to the fociety. For how far muft 
<" thefc, exclufive principles be earned? Or 
<* where wilf you bound them, if once they 
"** are admitted ? Muft not the limit be in 
4t cffe<a, the mere diflike of the: magiftrate? 
:u And then, according as the magiftrate is, 
^ c if he be a gdodf burcbman x he will exclude 
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* c all dif enters from places of truft ; if he be 

* € a dijferiter, he will exclude all churchmen: 

* c An orthodox man will exclude and deprive 

* c every one that he fancies, or denominates, 

cc an heretic ; and if once it (hould happen 

* c that fuch an heretic (hould get into pow- 

« c er, he will repay the injuries he has re- 

<c ceiv'd upon the orthodox : And what con- 

cc fufion, what diforder muft this produce!" 

I would willingly put this difficulty in 

the ftrongeft light I can ; becaufe I know 

that fome very worthy gentlemen are afraid 

of fome ill confequenccs pr other from fuch 

a power in the magiftrate. " All anions 

M which any ways affedt the interefts of fi> 

** ciety arc allowed to fall under the cogni- 

fi zance of the magiftrate: But opinions, they 

<c fay, do not hurt the lives, or the liberties, 

or the properties of any body. And as the 

civil magiftrate's care extends no further 

than to the lives, liberties and properties of 

his fubjeds, what does no harm to any of 

them cannot fall under his cognizance. 

Punifti as feverely as you pleafe what in- 

<f juns any body 5 but let not puniihments 

" extend to what £«r# no body: For if they 

" willingly embrace the opinion, then the; 

* € old maxim will recur, volenti rum ft in* 

jurta 1 and if they reject it, they can't be 

hurt by it; and confequcntly, where there 

is no injury done, no punifhment ought 

« c to be inflated:' 

In 
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In anfwcr to thefe, and all fuch difficul- 
ties, I muft previously obferve, 

i. That they who argue thus, do, and 
muft allow, that arguments and reafons arc 
always urged as motives to aSfion: And be- 
caufe they are proper inducements, the world 
is agreed in the pra&ice of preffing all the 
topics that can be thought on in behalf of 
morality and religion; that when once the 
understanding is convinced, goodnefs of life 
may more probably enfue, than if men were 
either ignorant or mifinformed. Not that 
there is a certain, neceffary connection be- 
twixt reafon and praSlice ; or that there is an 
abfolute infallibility that a man that is con- 
vinced of any truth will do what is right : 
But the degrees of probability that a reafona- 
ble creature will follow the con virions of his 
mind are fo many, that no pains are fpared to 
fecure this point. Now what is the ufe of 
conftant inculcating the principles of virtue 
and goodnefs upon the minds of the people, 
and of (hewing the conne&ion of one truth 
with another, and the natural relation which 
truth has to right, and felftiood has to wrong, 
unlefs that we were perfuaded of the proba- 
bility of doing good by fuch methods ? It is 
therefore a falfe way of reafoning to fay ab- 
folutely, that Qpinions do no injury to a Soci- 
ety. They are properly the beginnings of 
mifchiefs to it : For a falfe opinion makes a 
falfe rule ofaStion to him that embraces it j 
and a falfe rule of atfion, in matters which 

concern 
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<r*>ncem the interefts of the fociety, muft be 
detrimental to it. 

It is true, that men do not always ad 
agreeably to, or confident with, tlieir own 
principles. They do not a£t uniformly bad, 
jior uniformly good; but mix and confound 
a. certain quantity of the (me with the other. 
But this arifes not from mens not following 
principles^ but from their having (what is ve- 
ry common) contrary, nay even contradicto- 
ry, notions. And hence it is, that they fome- 
times follow one, and fometimes another fen- 
timent, juft as the prevailing principle hap- 
pens to be uppermoft in their minds. So far 
therefore as you extirpate wrong notions out 
of them, fo for you remove a rule of wrong 
action; and (o far there is lefs probability of 
erring. 

.2. Prudence ought to be the conftant 
guide of rational agents ; and the more like- 
ly it is that a man fhould vary from reafon, 
the more care fhouid be ufed to guard his 
wrong fteps. Now as dip right of felf-pre- 
fcrvation in every individual extends itfelf to 
all the necejfary means to that end, it muft 
give a man a right to take notice of an avow- 
ed defign to injure him ; and as foon as fuch 
a defign appears, it would be the heighth of 
imprudence not to be upon the guard. Con- 
fider a civil fociety as one perfon j and by the 
fame rules by wluch a private perfon can make 
an eftimate of danger to himfelf, a ftate may 
then make a judgment of danger to itfelf. Or 

confider 
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confider it as a large family ; where the ma- 
fter has an undoubted right to take notice of 
the declared mifchievous opinions of any fer- 
vant in it : He may not only not prefer ; but 
be may difcharge , fuch fervants , without 
waiting till they have executed their avowed 
defigns. In the fame manner a community, 
which by experience, or by the rules of pru- 
dence, perceives an enmity to itfelf from a- 
ny man or number of men, has a right to 
enter into any meafurcs which it may ^think 
neceffary for its own fafety. 

3. The publijhing to the world opinions 
injurious to the ftate, is in truth an aBion, an 
overt aSfion, by which an argument may with 
eafe and with juftice be formed concerning 
any one's future behaviour ; nor can it be 
deemed unfair, or not equitable, to impute 
to any one, what he is known openly and 
publicly to abet and avow. 

And thus it is in fadt with us in tafes of 
treafon : He that fliall publijh, or utter -his 
opinion, in cafes which afFedfc the title, per- 
Ion, &c. of the king, is liable to the fe- 
vereft penalties ; nor is it deem'd either pro- 
dent, or reafonable, or fafe, to wait till the 
adtions, which are the diredt confequenccs of 
traiterous opinions, are committed, in order 
to bring a rfian to condign punifliment. 

And thus in another inftatiee : when an 
invafion is defign'd, or attempted, common 
fenfe (hews that it it is reafonable to guard a- 
gainft the enemy, by fecuring fuch men at 

home 
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home as are known to be no friends to th* 
ifcate. And whence is it, or by what means 
aire they known ? Not by their having in 
fad committed fuch aSHtms, for which they 
■were liable to punifhments by the laws; but 
from their having abetted and avowed prin- 
ciples from whence their enmity to the ftate 
is forefeen. And for this reafon it is, that 
the habeas corpus a<9: has been fo often fuf* 
fended ; and certain perfons very juftly ta- 
ken up and fecured, without waiting till they 
had actually joined the enemy; (when it 
might have been too late to have done any 
good or to have prevented any evil) but 
purely to guard againft the mifchief which 
is forefeen from the known principles of 
fuch enemies to the public interefts. 

But it may be faid, if you do 'not wait 
for anions, but exclude men from power , 
or places of influence on account of their 0- 
pinions only ; the confequence will be, that 
the civil magiftrate will have it in his bread 
to exclude whom he pleafes, under the pre- 
tence of the badnefs of his opinions. 

I answer, No. The meafure of ac- 
tion to the magiftrate is the good, and the ends 
of the fociety ; and every public aft ought to 
be reduced to that ftandard. As the ends of 
civil fociety are the fecurity and protection of 
mens perfons, properties, and liberties, fothe 
good of itconfifts in the a&ual enjoyment of 
thefe privileges: now if any man fhould, e.g. 
openly avow his opinion, that the liberties of 

the 
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the fubjetft fhould betaken away, that the 
right of private judgment fhould not be al- 
lowed to any* or that men fhould pay a cer- 
tain jfrri annually for the enjoyment of it;— » 
fuch opinions affecting the very ends of foci* 
cty, and being contrary to its good, it would 
be prudent in the magiftrate to exclude fuch 
perfon from any power or influence, whereby 
he might put his avowed principles into prac- 
tice: And he would have a right to do it, 
becaofe when he compares the opinions with 
the rule of his own actions, he would fee 
fuch adifagreement, that no man could follow 
fuch fen timents without the ruinjof thefociety. 
But the true ground of fear is, that if 
the magiftrate be allowed a right to judge of 
men from their opinions, and to exclude them 
from power on that account, he may judge 
very falfly : He may fay, that thofe are ene- 
mies to the conftitution, who are really its 
beft friends : He may exclude fuch, as ought 
by no means to be excluded : And he may 
do it for reafons which will not ftand the teft 
of a fair examination. 

N o doubt this is true. But then if this 
method of reafoning proves any thing, it will 
prove that no one ought to be entrufted with 
any power at all. The magiftrate, e. g. is 
entrufted with the right of executing the 
laws ; but would you infer from hence, that 
becaufe he may punifh, and has the right of 
punifhing knaves and rogues, that therefore 
he will miftake, and execute his powers upon 
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goad and &wz*y? men ? You muft truft to his 
He ill and ability; and if he breaks thro' the 
laws of nature and reafoq, and has no regard 
to the ends of his office, nor to the rules of 
his adtions, fuch a ftate will naturally and 
juftly enfue, as will, before 'tis fintfhed, ei- 
ther totally diflblve the government, or reduce 

it to the laws of reafon and common good 

again, 

I am, S I R, 

Tour's, &c. 

E. R. 



NUMB. XVII. 



To the OLD WHIG. 

SIR, 

HE inclofed letter pleafed me much 



T 



when I received it : I think it judi- 

cioufly wrote. The defign of it is to fhew, 
that a man may be a real friend to truth and 
liberty, with a true attachment to our reli- 
gious eftablifhment. There is no doubt there- 
fore, but it will be acceptable to all who 
wi£h well to our prefent eftablifhment, and 
at the fame time have a lincere regard to 
truth and liberty. 

L If 
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I p you plcafc fc> give it a place in your 
paper, you will oblige your constant reader 
and humble fervant, 

July 15. 1734. P. ^ 



A Lett Eft from a gentleman to his 
friend in the country* 

Bear S I R y 

WHEN yoi* firft took up the refclu- 
tion of retiring from the town, t^ 
attend your own affairs, and freely to indulge 
the reafonings and amufements of your mind; 
1 little thought thisr way of life wou'd, fo 
ibon at leaft, have made you a mere philofo- 
pher ; even fo far as to forget the prejudices* 
and interefts of men,, among which you fo 
lately converfed. Surely you have (hut your- 
felf up, even from your neighbour^ or you 
could never inquire fo aukwardly as you do;, 
Wherein lies the virtue of always minding one's 
interefts following every faJhion y and obey- 
ing focial laws- y and falhng in with received 
opinions ? And what religion is there ', inpro- 
fejjing a faith and worjhipping a deity accord- 
ing fo efiaklijhed forms y and the direction of 
weak, perhaps ignorant \ andmofi certainly in- 
ter eft ed men? 

I own your inquiry proceeds from att 
abilrad and jufi way of thinking, nothing 

being; 
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being properly virtuous but the pra&ice of 
reafon; nor any faith or devotion, true reli- 
gion> that has not God alone for its objedt : 
But then, remember and confider the inte- 
refts and corruptions of men, the neceffities 
and miftakes of government, the weaknefs 
and fuperftitions of honeft minds, and the 
cheats and defigns of the more cunning and 
knavifh ; and I fancy you will not wonder to 
fee fuch mixtures of good and evil, right and 
wrong, truth and fakhood, in all focieties; 
and when you have carefully feparated and 
diftinguifhed them one from another, you 
will plainly perceive what principles and mo- 
tives each adtion belongs to \ and by rendring 
honeftly to Cafar the things that are Cafar's ; 
and to God the things that are God's ; you'll 
pafs a more exad, I'm fure a more expe- 
rienced, judgment about the different actions 
of men. Give me leave to offer you, in the 
honeft maze to which your reclufe thinking 
has brought you, a clue, that will greatly 
help you out, when you recolledt the ways 
of men in which we have formerly converfed. 
It may, perhaps, afford us fome entertain- 
ment, and fome profit too. It is both plea- 
fant and ufeful to folve thefe appearances, and 
to reconcile in fome meafure, and to account 
to ourfelves for, the actions and principles of 
men. My thread is, in fhort, this, and no. 
other than I have hinted at, the art of diftin- 
guifhing and feparating the feveral compound- 
ed motives and actions of men in fbciety ; to 
L 2 ftrip 
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ft rip them of their confufed drefs and preten- 
fions, call them by their proper names, and 
{hew them fairly to be what they really are,; 
notwithftanding ail their dilguife and affecta- 
tion. 

To begin with your firft inquiry concern- 
ing virtue : I think a man may be virtuoua 
upon the ftri&eft principles, and yet have the 
prudence of looking carefully to his own in- 
tereft ; the good nature and complaifance of 
offending no man unneceflarily ; the peacea^- 
ble difpofition of paying a due refped to the 
kws of the fociety ; and the moderation of 
a quiet maintenance of his own opinions, 
without a vexatious oppofition to thofeof o- 
ther peoples. Nay, you know all this may be 
done, even upon principles of virtue > fiip- 
pofing it reafonable fo to do. I owi*, this is 
not the common practice. Men too general- 
ly, in thefe things, as well as in others, are 
carried away by their paffions and appetites, 
follow the herd,, yield ta the vogueand fafhi- 
on of the times; or, perhaps from worfe mo- 
tives, do any thing for their interefts, tho* ne- 
ver fc hurtful to their friends or country. 
But let us not jumble thefe men, and thefe 
principles, indifcriminately together: Give 
them all, and every one their due. Say there 
are virtuous, indolent, ignorant and vicious 
men mixed in fociety 5 and that it is often 
difficult to know and diftinguifh them. But 
however, in fpeculation we can feparate them, 
and fct the actions to their proper principles 

and 
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and motives. So far as a man makes reafon 
^nd truth his guide jand rule, fo far he is 
certainly virtuous ; and this he may conftant- 
ly do, in any tolerable well-ordered fociety. 
So far as he is carelefs and indolent, driven 
away withtheftreamof cuftom; he is great- 
ly blameable, ufelefs, and expofed to error 
and mifchief. So far as he is governed and 
directed in all his pra&ice by common opi- 
nion, and the laws and cuftoms in fafhion ; 
he may be honeft in great ignorance, a bigot 
to human inftitutions, and a peaceable fub- 
jedt. So far as he is constantly devoted to 
his own immediate intereft, paffion, or in- 
clination, without regard [to truth, right, or 
reafon ; he is plainly the moft vicious and 
dangerous enemy in fociety, abapdon'd to un- 
righteoufnefs , oppreffion , and every guilt. 
Thefe, you fee, are all very different forts of 
men ; and one may well imagine, that com- 
munities are generally made up of thefe feve- 
ral kinds. I own, that we may eafily be de- 
ceived, in judging of thofe different motives 
and principles, from which men ad: ; but it 
is plain, that a man of ftridt virtue, may be 
a very good member of fociety ; and that a 
good patriot may alfo be a virtuous man: 
Which is all I wou'd contend for againft your 
rigorous and fevere fpeculations. 

Come we now to the other branch of 

your inquiry, concerning religion. Here, I 

own, you have raifed fome difficulties that 

are not fo eafily got over 5 and yet I have 

L 3 i fomething 
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fomething to offer you, towards moderating 
your cenfures. I will allow you, that religion 
is intirely a matter of private judgment ; that 
the will and favour of the Almighty is the 
fble object of it ; and that therefore no hu- 
man laws can poflibly have any authority in 
this matter; nor can obedience to any fuch 
commands be in any propriety called religion. 
But then, will you not allow me in your 
turn, that the laws of fociety relating to re- 
ligion, that is, what we know by the name 
of religious ejtablijhments> may be fo wifely 
and moderately framed, that men may be 
left quiet in the poffeffion of their own opini- 
ons, and at liberty to be truly religious upon 
their own principles ? ' I forefee you will fay, 
that thefe laws are, in their own nature, in- 
jurious ; and that as far as they eftablifh, or 
encourage, any particular religion, fo far they 
prevent a free inquiry, and tempt men to the 
very thing you complain of, placing their re- 
ligion in obedience to eftablifh'd forms ? ami 
the unjuft ufurpations of ambitious and de- 
signing men. To all this I (hall only anfwer, 
by reprefenting to you, the fa6t of our reli- 
gious eftablifhment ; and by fhewing you how 
confident it is with the practice of true religi- 
pn. And tho' you will fay, that all the ad r 
yantage I can make of this argument, will 
proceed from the truth and excellency ojr 
that religion which our governors have, and 
perhaps you will add too by mere accident, 
fallen into ; and that therefore, I {hall not 
' ■'■ ' -"•■ '•'■ ■ -"'this' 
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tafois way vindicate eftablfthments in general ; 
and fo fhall leave you all the weight of your 
*3bjedtions ; not to mention the injuries to true 
religion that even this eftablifhment may 
fbmetimes occafion, and the fufpenfion of 
many of its penal laws that even now is ne- 
oeflary to render it tolerable ; neverthclefs I 
will venture to reprefent this fadt with juftice, 
in hopes of prevailing even with your acute 
difcernment, to allow that the practice of true 
religion may be confident with all thefe dif- 
advantages. The way that I {hall take is, by 
peferving carefully thofe diftin&ions which I 
nave before mentioned, to rank men under 
thefe characters, that the real principles and 
motives from whence they adt iotitle them to, 
however generally pra&ice may difguife them. 
Now as we are chriftians, and the eftablifli- 
ment among us is Ibme fliape of that profefli- 
on, you will readily grant, that fo far as 
our own principles areefpoufed by the fociety, 
fo far we may certainly pradtife true religion : 
I fay may, becaufe I am aware of the charge 
you'll bring or fuppofe, of my regard herein 
to the eftablifh'd law j for this I own is not 
religion : But I aflert, that in thefe things I 
may be truly religious. Thus for inftance $ 
in fuch an eftablifliment, I may be a chrifti- 
an and a conformift in many or moft particu- 
lers : Nay, fuppofing the errors or corrup- 
tions of this legal religion to be few and not 
very great, I may be truly an officer in the 
ehrjftian church, and in this eftablifliment too. 
L 4 Thus, 
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Thus, although no one will pretend or ima*- 
gine, that an aft of parliament can make a 
chrijiian bifhop, an ordained or duly appoint- 
ed chrijiian preacher, or any proper cbrijli^ 
an church or congregation ; this being an 
abfurdity in terms, fince men can only adfc in 
their own jurifdi&ion or kingdom, and Jefus 
Chrift has never deputed any magiftracy or 
government to do thefe things in his king- 
dom ; as it would be abfurd and very ridicu-r 
lous ■prefumption for a king of England^ or 
even an Englijh legiflature, to pretend to 
make and appoint officers and laws for the 
king and people of Spain .: Neyerthelefs I 
do not fee but in this cafe before-mentioned, 
an ejlablijKd bifhop may alfo be a true 
chrijlian bifhop, or an ejlablijh'd preacher, 
a good, ufeful, aud true chrijiian preacher, 
and an eftablijtid church a real chrijiian 
church or congregation : Not indeed con-r 
flder'd as by law eftablifh'd ; but they may 
have all the qualifications and circumftances 
which the chriftian religion requires, confift- 
pnt with thefe legal appointments. You fee, 
I all along fuppofe, thjit thefe eftablifhments 
of Jefus Chrift, and the civil government, do 
not interfere j where they do, my argument 
has no force. And this, I own, may often 
be the cafe, by difagreements, contentious im- 
pofitions, and worldly fuperiorities and de-r 
pendences. And np wonder, when men a$ 
in a fphere they are not qualify'd for, an4 
^re led or driven in it by their feveral paffion$ 
and interefls 3 ufurping the authority pf other 

lords 
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^ords and other kingdoms; and trampling 
-upon the rights of confcience, and the liber- 
ties of their fellow-creatures. All that I con- 
tend for is, the pradticablenefs of true religi- 
on, and the chriftian faith, under fo mild a 
religious eftablftiment as ours is. I am not ? 
after all, pleading for any laws in general for 
the fupport of religion. On the contrary, I 
freely come into your principle, that howe- 
ver a man may conform to what is juft and 
laudable in an eftablifhment, it is his duty a$ 
a moral agent, and a faithful chriftian, to 
proteft againft all iifurpations of the rights of 
confcience, and in every proper way to fig- 
nify this his proteft, and to ftand faft in that 
liberty which God and nature have efta- 
blifh'd. 

All therefore that I have further to fay 
upon this fubjeft is, that fince the motives, 
principles, and characters of men are to be 
thus diftinguifti'd, every man ought to ex- 
amine and confider his own conduct, that he 
may not however deceive himfelf, and fancy 
a character belongs to him which he has no 
fort of title to. In fuch a mixture, I may 
fay medley, of pretences to authority, in- 
terefts and defigns, as moft governments are, 
and indeed muft be, while men do neither 
confider the groijnds, foundation and ends of 
government, nor what are the proper fub- 
je&s of authority j and are ever ftretching 
their dominions and powers as far as they are 
flblg ? not only over the rights of their fellow- 
creatures. 
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creatures, but even into the jurifdiftions of" 
other fovereigns and other kingdoms ; in fiich 
a ftate of things, I fay, it will be impoffiWe 
to guefs at other mens principles and views. 
Here is infinite room for difguife and deceit 
of all forts : But furely by a little honeft in- 
quiry, we may know our own motives and 
intentions 5 and whether particularly, as yoi* 
inquire, we are virtuous or vicious, religious 
or prophane : Or to be yet more particular, 
whether we are chriftians or mahometans, 
chriftian bifhops and preachers, or mere ftate- 
pfficersand declaimers, and the like. All that 
one would wiflior defire of an honeft man 
in this cafe is, that he would aft faithfully 
and confiftently in the charafter he affumes, 
and in the pretenfions that he makes ; that 
he would not call things by falfe names, and 
the fame things by different names, or dif- 
tinft things by the fame name, tofervea turn 
of craft, intereft, and ambition. Let not 
civil obedience, as fuch, be called virtue; 
an eftablijh'd faith and worfhip, as fucb ? 
chriftian faith and worfhip ; a legal bifhop, 
preacher or member of an eftablifh'd church, 
therefore and upon that account ', a chriftian 
bifhop, preacher or member of C&r^s church: 
But let each be confidered in their proper 
place and views ; and let every man main- 
tain by his actions and behaviour the real char 
rafter he would bear and be known by : 
Let all chriftians, whatever be their ofnoe 
or place in the chriftian fociety, aft as be-* [ 

comes 1 
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comes that excellent chara<fter in every part of 
life ^ and every civil officer, governor and 
lvx\>je<9: a<3: faithfully in their refpedive places!, 
"Let: not religious faith, or fuperftitious zeal 
cover worldly and unrighteous defigns ; much 
lefe let ambitioij and policies of ftate be pro- 
£e£Iedly carried on by pretences of religion, 
and a feeming concern for the glory of God ? 
tx> the deftrudion of all virtue and true re- 
ligion, and the rights, liberties, lives and 
properties of men. 

This, Sir, is all I have to offer you at 
prefent about your inquiries.- I hope you 
will not think that I have, in any policy, de- 
parted from thofe old principles of honefty 
and truth that we ufed to hold facred : And 
that youll be a little more candid and chari T 
table, to your friends at leaft, that ftill con- 
tinue in the ways of men, and the buiinefs 
and engagements of the world. However, I 
have faid all I can to reprefent their conduft 
in the beft manner 3 and hope you will al- 
low we may retain our virtue and religion 
too under fo happy a government and ad- 
miniftration as this now is : At leaft, believe 
that I have integrity enough left to be fin- 
ferely 

Tatfr affettionate bumbie jervant, 

A. Z. 
NUMB. 
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NUMB- XVIIL 



7*/^OLD WHIG. 

Magijiratus officium eft, opera & difciplina 
confequi voluntatem fenatus. 

Oc.adHeren. lib. 4. 

SIR, 

I FIND my fentiments of the natural 
right of mankind to a freedom of pri- 
vate judgment, uncontroulable by fociety, 
and exempt from all civil penalties, have gi- 
ven great offence to fome $ created doubts 
in others ; and have convinced, or been a- 
greed to by, a few, I can attribute the dif- 
ferent reception they have found, to no 0- 
ther caufes, than the different degrees of at- 
tention which they met with j or the pre- 
judices which the readers laboured under. I 
ihould think the novelty of a truth would 
fecure the attention of the reader ; tho' its 
importance is the only excufe for the writer. 
But if gentlemen are too indolent to attend, 
I would by no means interrupt their reveries j 
I only beg they would confider, how great 
a fatigue it is to defend, or attack, an argu- 
ment 
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lent before it is underftood ; 'tis fighting 
nak^ed, and blindfold, agaioft an enemy that 
fees and is arm'd. 

The prejudices which men labour under 
ought to beconfidered with more ferioufneft ; 
as they are the greateft obje&s of compaf- 
fion, greatly troublefome, and difficult to be 
cured. When a falfhood has got eftablifhed 
in the mind as a fundamental truth, fyftems 
are built upon it, and great care and atten- 
tion is required to difcover and eradicate it. 

The moil dangerous and deplorable pre- 
judice is, what we commonly call, dijhonejiy ; 
which h indeed nothing elfe, but the taking 
for granted, that any thing may be faid or 
done, or unfaid or undone, which will ferve 
the prefent purpofe. When this prejudice 
is vifible in an author, he ought not to be 
argued with, but admonifh'd: All there- 
fore I have to fay to the Mifcellanift is, — 
Be honest. 

But, Sir, in your paper of the 26th of 
jfune, I find an opponent, who demands 
the utmoft attention and refpedt ; and it 
would be with fbrrow that I (hould differ 
with the author who figns himfelf E. R. 
in whom I fee a zealous and moft judicious 
writer in the caufe of liberty ; did I not feek 
truth rather than vi&ory. 

My aflertion, which occafions our prefent 
controverfy is, that no opinions whatfoever, 
can be reafonably the objedt of law, or cog- 
nizable, that is, puniftiable, by fociety. 

Only 
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Only that they ought to be cbnftdered 
by the individuals in the choice of the Iegi~ 
Jlature. 

The firft I proved, by (hewing that /b- 
ciety is not affedted by opinions^ but by ani- 
ons. Thefe, /. e. adtions, I endeavoured to 
fliew were the proper objedts of laws, and 
fufficietitly controulable by the legiflature $ 
as being the majority of the people, and 
xonfequently the ftrongefb The latter I 
proved, by confidering the nature of legijla- 
tive power ; which is no other, than the 
power of fignifying the opinion of the indi- 
viduals or conftituents : Now it is unreafon- 
able to fuppofe that this would be done by 
perfons differing from their conftituents in 
opinion, and would be difficult to be en- 
forced. 

The author, who calls himfelf E. R. 
fays, if atfions are cognizable, the principles 
s of adtion are fo ; meaning opinions. I an- 
fwer, the will is the principle of adtion, 
opinion a motive only,' as likewife are af- 
fections and appetites. 

The a£iion is cognizable, becaufe it, and 
its confequences, can be certainly known 5 
the opinion or motive not ; becaufe neither 
it, nor its confequences, can be certainly 
known. 

The aSiion is certainly beneficial or pre- 
judicial; the motive neither beneficial nor 
prejudicial 5 but it's influence and effect un- 
certain. 

Or 



JST°i8. 72* Old Whig. 159 

Or to be more intelligible : Tis in the 
|>cywer of every perfon to adfc againji his opi- 
nion, or any other motive, in obedience to 
tlie laws of fociety ; and if he does fo, he is, 
to all intents and purpofes, as good a mem- 
ber of foeiety y (has an equal right to all 
common protection land profit) as he who ads 
in conformity to his opinion, or any other 
motive. 

I mean by opinion, divulged opinion ; 
for I agree with the author, that all other 
opinions are out of the prefent queftion* 

Our author lays, that feveral opinions are, 
as to fbciety, indifferent $ that is, they are 
motives neither to good nor evil. This I take 
to be a mere aflertion of what 'tis knpoffible 
he (hould have any knowledge. I won't 
aflert the contrary to be true * tho' I think 
it highly probable, that all truth may be 
ttfeful to the beings who have a capacity of 
perceiving it ; as a motive to rectitude of ac-» 
tion, /. e, to anions agreeable to the order 
and fitnefs of things; and confequently the 
rniftaking any fuch truth, may be a motive 
to the contrary. 

Bv t I certainly agree, that where miftakes 
are apparently of ill confequcnce to the com- 
monwealth, it is highly reafonable to guard 
againft their influence > which I before faid 
was to be done, by annexing proper punifli- 
ments and discouragements to the a&ions 
which fuch opinions may excite. And I 
think all perfons (let them avow what opi- 
nions 
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nions they pleafe) fhould be equally incapa- 
citated to do mitehief to the public ; which 
is to be done only by veiling no power in 
any perfon, which is not neceflary for the ex- 
ecution of the law ; or which he is not ac-» 
countable to fociety for the ufe of. 

But I can by no means be for cutting 
off a man's hand, becaufe he thinks he ought 
to make a ufe of it which I don't approve 
of; or punifhing offences before they are 
committed. 

Taking away a (hare in the profits or 
conveniences arifing from fociety, from any 
member of the fociety, who has not by any 
offence forfeited that (hare, is as manifeftly 
unjuft, as the taking away his private pro- 
perty, or his life. 

The exerting our natural rights can ne- 
ver be an offence againft fociety. Their 
prefervation is the only reafonable end of 
forming or entering into fociety ; and the 
giving up or betraying any of them, is fo far 
from being a duty we owe fociety, or a con- 
dition of entering into it, that it would be 
the greateft injury to it, and tend to it's total 
fubverfion and definition. 

Nor can I fc% a reafon why it fhould 
not be equally fuppofed, that it is in our power 
to give up all our natural rights as any of 
them: Which, tho' it is almoft an abfur- 
dity in terms, has indeed been afferted when 
the do&rines of arbitrary power were in 
fafhion. 

Nor 
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N" o r can I help thinking the rights pf 
judging for ourfelves, and publi/hing our opi- 
nions, to be natural and unalienable to every 
being who has the powers of reflection and 
fpeeeh. 

I m u st here caution the reader not to 
carry my aflertions farther than they go> 
^Threats and confpiracies differ from opinions. 
And wlierever action is joined to opinion, 
the a£iioH muft be taken into confideration. 

But to return, If difqualifications or other 

penalties, on account of opinions* are unjiift 

in themfelves ; 'tis in vain to mention what 

the wifftom of nations, or the difcretion of 

private perfons, may determine with regard to 

them : tho' I won't fcruple to aflert, that in * 

yiftice is always folly, either in a public or 

private capacity* 

But as for the law, our author cites, re- 
lating to the fettlement of the crown ; he 
muft either aflert, that the king is no part 
of the legijlature i or admit . his inftance to 
be foreign from our contf overfy* 

An d as for the other iriftance, of a tutor 
to a daughter, who fliould publifti it to be his 
opinion, that there was no obligation to cha-> 
ftity ; this gentleman muft either have forgot* 
that I mentioned ability and integrity as qua- 
lifications for office : or, he muft fuppofe & 
man, able to inftru€t and educate a lady in 
the principles of virtue, who knows not the 
obligations to chaftity. This inftancc there* 

M fore 
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fore muft alfo be admitted not to affedt the 
point we are debating, 

A n d to the reft of his inftances, I fhalf 
anfwer, that if I was arm'd with fufficient 
power to punifh any offence againft my peace 
or property, I fhould be mighty eafy about 
the opinions of thofe I intruded. 

I M u s t farther obferve, that an experien- 
ted integrity being one of the requifites I iup- 
pofe neceflary for office, how will he recon- 
cile the acceptation of offices with an intent 
to betray the confidence repofed, with fiich 
an integrity ? And further I would afk, what 
natural right has any perfon to be tutor of 
my daughter, receiver or keeper of my m<K 
ney to be ; my executor, or truftee ? 

I think it unrveceflary to give any an- 
fwer to the queftion put by mis excellent 
writer; whether will I truft one whole 
wickednefs I know before hand ? becaufe 
here his preceding aSHons fhould put me on 
my guard. Nor do I think k needful to con- 
fider at large the fuppofitions he makes of in* 
tervening chances to fruftrate laws* 

I will only beg leave to obferve, that 
it is doubdefs a defeat where laws don't en- 
force an immediate execution of them. At 
the facred writer obferves, Becaufe the fen- 
tence againft an evil work is not executed Jpee- 
dify, therefore the hearts of the children, of 
men are fully fet in them to do evil. But the' 
purs, and all human laws are defective, and 
can't be fuppofed to prevent all iniquity; yet 
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they are frdm time to time capable of being 

attended, aild enforced ; as their deficiencies* 

or the methods of evading them; are found 

Out z wliich is to be done by fixing pehaU 

ties on injuftice, not by making iniquity 

law. 

I shall conclude with bbferyingj that 

if we argue from equity ; it muft be fhew'd 

us, either that the maintaining our opinions* 

tliat is* our enjoying and publishing them* 

is not a natural right 3 or that our natural 

rights are given up by a focial contradt, op 

l>y o?ir entrance intofociety: either of which 

1 V>elieve, will be very difficult to be (hewn* 

wlaen we confider the ends of fociety $ which 

axe only adjudication and defence; 

O ft if we are to argue from convenience^ 
it muft be (hewn, that experience (which is 
the beft proof of convenience) has found* 
thatlefs evil and inconvenience has happened 
from perforating men for opinions (as for 
inftance, burning neretics, &c.) than from 
leaving them in 'the quiet poffeffion of them* 
I am, 

SIRi 

Totirs, 

L A I € C 9* 
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NUMB. XIX. 



Cujufois hominis ejl errare; nuffius, nifi £*?/*- 
pientis, in errore per/ever are. Crc* 

WH E N a man fits down, and refle<Sfc9 
coolyonthe ftateof religion through— 
out the world, he can't help being furpriz M 
at the deplorable ignorance, and wild frantic 
fuperftition, of the bulk of mankind* If he 
confiders the capacities of mind, and the ra- 
tional powers with which they are endued, 
he will juftly expert to find fuch fentiments 
prevailing among them, as feem to be the re- 
fult of fome thought and inquiry \ and have 
the appearance at leaft, of discretion and in- 
genuity: But let him, on the other hand, 
examine their religious principles, in which 
there are, frequently, no faint and diftant 
traces of judgment and deliberation* nor, 
fometimes, of common Jen/e f and the firft 
queftion he will be apt to afk himfelf will 
be this, — What is become of their rea/on? 

I n truth, the world to a philofophicai view, 
looks like a great mad-boufe, where, tho* the 
diftemper be almoft univerfal, it is likewife 
various; and fome of the flrongeft andmoft 
unaccountable fits are of the religious kind 
With refpeft to fubje&s of this nature, the 

under* 
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onderftandings of men arc moft miferably 
yhatfer'danddijdrder'd', they talk incoherently 
and wildly, without reafbn or connection * 
art furious and raving, and commit the moft 
Hipcking extravagancies : or their minds are 
overfpread by a fullen difmal gloom , or diffract- 
ed and tortur'd by the horrors of defpair : In 
Ihort, they miftake themfelves, and confound 
the plain nature of things, in as abfurd and 
grofs manner, as a mechanic that fancies him- 
felf an emperor, and takes his cell to be a pa- 
lace. Hence it arifes, that pojlure-making % 
and ceremonioufnefs, and ridiculous unavail- 
ing penances, and a blind injurious zeal that 
tramples on the immutable obligations of e- 
quity and humanity, ufurp the facred and 
amiable name of religion; that treafon, mur- 
der, and breach of faith, have been confe- 
crated-asafts of devotion to God, and an ac- 
ceptable method of ferving him ; that unin- 
telligible founds, which convey no ideas, and 
confcquently afford no jnftru&ion, are ftil'd 
religious do&rines; and that thefe fame in- 
eomprehenfible inexplicable dodrines, which 
teach nothing, and make no difcoveries, are 
ftjTd a revelation: And to fum up all in one 
word, from hence it arifes, that the fenfelefs, 
idolatrous, and immoral fcheme of Popi/h 
fuperftition is reprefented, and publicly pro- 
ftfs'd, as true chriftianity. Had it been faid, 
that 'tis beathenifm reviv d and called by a 
new name, a fair inquirer might have thought 
tbat thpre w^s fome juftnefs and propriety in 
M 3 thf 
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the reprefentation : But chriftianity is infir 
pitely difhonour'd, and quite defaced by it j 
and the whole contexture, propagation^ an ^ 
jfupporty of this vile impofture are dire<£ily, 
and moil notoripufly, repugnant to the wLC- 
flom, purity, moderation, and the mild and 
pierciful fpirit of thegpfpel. 

W £ have been alarm'd of late, from all 
quarters, with frightful apprehenfions of the 
increafe of Popery : And a heavier curfe % 
furely, can never light on thefe thrice happy 
and envied nations, than to be rediic'd once 
piore under theantichriftian tyranny of Rome% 
whofe empire is founded in arbitrary impq/S~ 
tion and violence^ and maintained by perfidi-* 
fufnefs and cruelty. But I would entertain 3 
jitter opinion of the underftandings pf my 
fellow-fubjefts, of their morality y of their 
public-Jpiritfdnefs and love of tbfir country^ 
fhan to fufpedt that they will eafily fuffer 
thetfifelves to be perverted tp fuch an unrea* 
finable and barbarous fuperftitipn, as will 
take away the ufe pf their very jknfe*\ and 
deprive them of the two moft valuable blef 
lings of life, to an ingenuous mind ? theirs 
Hgkn and their liberties. However, while we 
are upon pur guard againft fc fatal a change 
and thinking of it with a becoming refent- 
xnent and deteftation, it behoves us to be 
ftriaiy careful, that we don't exp*/eand be- 
tray our own intereft by unguarded conceffi- 
pps; nor advance any ppfitjons, in theleffer 
fktyites and Jkirmijhe^ that paay happen a* 

• ' * 'mong 
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iong ourfelves, which will ferve to defeat 
: in oar grand engagement. 

1 was led to thefe reflections by a remark* 
^able paflage ofanated writer, and indefati- 
^g^ible dealer in controverjy ; who hasargu'd 

in behalf of a favourite point, on which he 
feems to have exhaufted all his learning and 
^iibtilty, from fuch principles, as, if true, 
-will efiedtually vindicate the moil abfurd 
dodxines that were ever dedue'd from the 
letter of fcripturc, by PopiJts % or any other 
fedt of chriflaans. Thewnter whom 1 mean, 
Is the acute and learned Dr. Water land ; and 
I beg leave to make an experiment, how his 
manner of reafoning about the trinity will 
ferve to defend tranfubftantiation. The doc- 
trine of the trinity itfelf, I don't pretend to 
meddle with ; nor is it the point I have in 
view, to compare it with the Popi/h dodtrinc 
of tranfubftantiation, as if they were both up* 
on a level : But only to fhew how far warm 
difputants are apt to over/hoot themfelves; 
and, in particular, what advantage they give 
the enemies of the Prote/lant caufe, by not 
maintaining, confidently and univerfally y the 
genuine principles of Protejlants 5 by recom- 
mending a blind credulity ; and infilling, as 
the learned doctor has done, on the ne- 
feffity of flicking clofe to the literal fenk of 
words, without regarding the reafon and na- 
tural poffibilities of things. 
; Transubstantiation has the letter 
pf fcriptur? on its fide j hut the Protejlant 

M 4 *wsr 
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Contends that it cannot be the meaning of fcrip- 
ture, becaufe it contradicts his fen/es, is re- 
pugnant to the plaineft dictates of rei*/bn % 
ftnd involves in it feveral contradictions ; upoa 
all which accounts it is impojpble it fhould be 
frue. Now to this, which is the mainftrerzgth 
and fubjiance of the argument on our fide, 
Dr. Waterland has furnifh'd the Roman-ca- 
tholic with an admirable anfwer: He has 
(aught him in what manner to appeal to the 
world, and filenee his adverfaries: He has 
put into his mouth the following fpeech, 
tyhich we will fuppofe to be addrefs'd to 
I thofe feme Englijh Protejtants, for whofe e- 
' ftablifhment in the belief of the trinity, the 
\Dodtor wrote his Importance; — " Gentlemen, 
* c pray attend ferioufly to what I have now to 
%t f^tyofe to you y in the ftyle^Wfpirit of reafon* 
* c ing, made ufe of by one of your awn moji 
<* (hrevrd.and deep divines: Be but ingenuous, 
** and Mveft yourfehes of bigotry and prejudice, 
1* and you will foon be convinced that you are in a 
%€ S ro f s and dangerous error, — For the proofs 
*< which we infill upon [in our defence of 
*' tranfubfiantiation\ can^t be evaded by any 
" approved rules of language or criticifm % 
<« but the laft refort of our oppofers com- 
** monly is to fome philofophical principle, 
« [mark that] fome pretended reafon, drawn 
u from the fuppofed nature of the thing, ra- 
* f ther than from the fcripture ftyle, or from 
U the force of fcripture expreffions. [Such, 
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* c \*as been the method of eluding Mattb. 

* c xxvi. 26 — 28. ^0. vi. 53. which are full 

* c and exprefs as poffible, for the real con- 

* c verfion of the bread and wine into the body 

* c and blood of our lord ; thefe texts, I lay, 

* c are eluded upon this principle, that the 

c r fame body could not be broken and unbroken 

* c at the lame time, and can't be in feveral 

c c places at once, or by fomething elfe of like 

* c kind: *] which is running off from the 

queftion about the fpiritual-proof of the 

doctrine, to [pray take notice] the natot- 

« c ral possibility of the thing; and is not 

* c fubmitting to the obvious and apparent 

* € fenfe of f acred writ, but is tantamount to 

fc laying, that no fcriptures can prove it: 

€c An evafion which might equally ferve for 

c * any texts whatever, were they ever fonu- 

v merous, plain, and exprefs. This kind of 

* € conduit, on the oppofite fide, manifeftly 

" Ihews how hard they are prefs'd upon the 

< c foot of fcriptures when, in the laft refult, 

V- they remove the caufe from fcripture to 

* The Dolor's words* from which I have been obliged 
to vary a little to make them fuit the doftrine of ttan* 
iubfiantiation, are thefe : 4 / have obferv'd elfewhere, 
« that fuch has been the method of eludings Jo. 1. j. and 
\ feveral other texts, which are full and exprefs as po/fi- 

* M*x f°T f h( re *l a *d proper divinity of our lord : They 

* are eluded, I fay, upon this principle, tbatferkn and 
« intelligent being, are equivalent and reciprocal ; or that 
< there can be no medium between tritheiim and fabcllia-* 
t nilin, or by fomething elfe of Hie kind. 9 
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" pbikfiphy, from confiderations oi language, 
€€ and fiyk y and propriety of expreffion, to a 
cc foreign confidcration, the rational js 
of the thing. This, Gentlemen, is a plain 
token that the Letter isagainft thejrn * 
u only, they take the reafon of the thing to 
u plead fo much in their favour, that it ought 
u to over-rule any force of exprefiion. So 
" that they lay the main ftrefs upon metaphy— 
" fcal fubdeties, that is to fay, upon human 
u conjedtures about things naturally unjearch* 
41 able, in oppofition to the exprefs declara- 
fc tionsof the word of God: Which, by the 
u way, is firft fetting up a falfe meafure of 
* c truth; and, next, is making a new ruled 
%i faith." See the importance of the do&rine 
of the holy trinity ajerted, p. 22, 33. 

How the learned Dr. W. himfelf will e- 
lude the force of this Popijh argument, I am 
at a lofsto determine; but I would willingly 
perfuade myfelf, that every difinterefted Pro- 
tefianty when he fees the tendency of fuch kind 
of reasoning, will be ingenuous enough to dik 
claim it; and not, thrc > Jliffhefs> pride > ox falfe 
Jbame, obftinatelyperfiftin maintaining aprin* 
ciple that deftroys the difference between truth 
and falfhood, to the reproach of his own under- 
fanding, and the difcredit of chriftiamty* 
The natural poffibility of the thing is, in eve- 
ry cafe, a neceflary ftandard and rule of truth * 
For if that may be true, which, in the na- 
ture of the thing itfelf is impojfible, the moffc 

glaring contradidiops vrm b$ true ; « ill 

jnaji 
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xnay be true, that God does not exift j ■ 
-that I my/elf do not exift ; — and nothing 
*can be proved to btfalje. In like manner, 
the rationale of the thing is fo far from being 
a foreign confideration, that it is the chief 
point to be confidered in every argument; 
and the reprefenting faith and reafon as repug- 
nant and inconfijtent principles, is the root of 
unavoidable and infinite error. Here then let 
us fix our ground-work, and the foundation 
of all our future inquiries: That all divine 
revelation is, and cannot but be, a reafona- 
ble fcheme of dodxines and precepts 5 that 
unreafonable do&rines are not fit to be be- 
liev'd, nor unreafonable duties fit to be prao 
tiffed ; or, in other words, that the one can- 
not be believed, nor the other pra&ifed, while 
they appear to be unreafonable, till mankind 
pave loft their fenjes. Thcfe things we are 
obliged, as cbrtjtians, and as Protejlants, to 
acknowledge: Unlefs we think it expedient 
to declare openly, that our oppofition to the 
church of Rome is entirely the efledt of refent- 
menty and humour ; and that chrifiianity itfelf 
is a difgrace to human nature ; a difparage- 
ment to its fuperiour faculties ; and has no 
better foundation than ignoranfe 9 and fntbu? 
Baftn* 
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NUMB. XX. 



Efi in animis omnium fere natura molle quii- 
dam, demtfTum, humile, eneratura$w~ 
dammodo, et languidum, fenilc 5/ nihil 
aliud, nihil ejfet bomine deformius* Sed 
prafio efi domina omnium, et regina ratio, 
quae connixaperfe, et progrejfa longius, jit 
perfeSla virtys. Cic. Tufcul quaeft. 

TrofeEto it a efi, ut id habendum fit antiquiflk 
mum, et Deo proximum, quod fit O P T I- 
mua$, Cicdelegib* 

EVERY writer, who intends the in- 
ftru&ion and advantage of his readers, 
fhould ftudy the weak fide of human nature, 
trace out the general iprings and caufes of er- 
ror, and carefully inform himfelf what are 
the principal and moil prevailing prejudices, 
by which the judgments of men are blinded 
and enflav'd. Till thefe are remov'd, or at 
leaft foften'd, fo as to become more pliant aiid 
fiexible, truth can find no accefs to the mind, 
which is impregnably fortify'd againft the 
ftrongeft efforts of reafon. And nothing has 
been found by experience, to have a more u^ 
niverfal and fetal influence^ in preventing re* 
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fte&ion and ingenuous free inquiries, than the 
popular reproach and odium that attends parti- 
cular opinions ; when they are condemned by 
fclie current fcandal of the times, and the a* 
toettors of them tradue'd, and reprefented as 
Infamous, by cuftom or public authority. The 
glare of great names dazzles the anderftand- 
ing ; the imagin'd dignity and facrednefs of 
chara&ers awes it into fubmiffion; and cu- 
ftom is reverenced asan oracle : To which 
it is owing, that the generous endeavours of 
wife and good men to rectify ejlablijbed, or 
epidemical^ errors are feldorrt, in any con- 
fiderable degree, fuccefsful; that an entire 
reformation is fcarce poffible to be effe&ed 
all at once ; and that 'tis exceedingly difficult 
to revive the lame ufeful defign afterwards, 
to improve upon tih&jirjtfcbeme however rude 
and imperfe&y and ripen it to a due ma- 
turity. 

The mifebievous conJequences 9 therefore, of 
the prejudice which I am now confidering, 
are Efficiently obvious, and need no further 
illuftration. And the weaknefs of it appears 
plainly from hence, that there never was 
any age of the world, nor any period of church- 
bijtory, in which all attempts to enlighten 
mens minds, and reform what was abfurd or 
dangerous in their religious fentiments, were 
not oppofed by torrents of calumny, and ex- 
claim'd againft with the utmoft rudenefs and 
virulence. Harjh and opprobrious names are 
aseafily, and have been as frequently, be* 

ftow'd 
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ftow'd 09 truth as falfhood ; of this the ex* 
amples arcendlefs ; and give me leave to hy i 
that there is oneinftance at leaft, which, in 
a chriftian country, muft be allow'd to be 
unconteftable: For what was the fate that 
chrifiianity itfelf met with, when it was firft 
published by our faviour, and his apoftles ? 
W e muft all know, furely, that this ex* 
cellent fcheme, which is fo admirably adapted 
toinfpire mankind with a juft fenfe of vir* 
tue, and lead them to true happinefs, becaufe 
it corrected fuperftitious abufes, and contra-* 
dided eftablifn'd forms of idolatry, was it* 
je&ed with indignity and contempt both a* 
mong Jews and Gentiles. The world ran 
mad, becaufe they were taught a manh re* 
ligion, a religion of reafon and benevolence, 
free from outward pomp and ofientation. Phi* 
lofophy, which delighted in abftrufe and fhb« 
tile difquifitions, condemn'd it as too JifnpU 
and artlefs ; Priests thunder'd out thek 
anathemas againft the preachers of filch no* 
Deities \ and the civil power* persecuted and 
©ppref?d them. So that the moft neceflary 
attempt for a reformation that was ever made, 
when the circumftances of the world, in a 
ftate of univerfal depravity, calf d loujuiy for 
it, to revive the religion of nature which wa* 
in a manner quite defac'd, and extirpate janM 
ignorance and entbujtafm-, I fey, thkmoftne- 
ceflkry attempt for a reformation was bitterly 
fail'd at, refented and puniih'd as a public; 
diftufbance, rais'd with a dcfign to alter the 
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laws of particular countries, and overturn both 
ithc civil and ecelefiafiical confiitution. 

It has, indeed, been die common artifice, 
In all ages, to diftinguifh, by titles oi infamy % 
or titles that raife horrid ideas in the minds of 
the vulgar, all who have try'd to introduce 
cither more oifenje and confifiency into the 
public opinions, or of fimplicity and rational 
devotion into the outward folemnities of wor~ 
fhip. In old Times a man could not 
endeavour to expofe the wildeft parts of hea- 
then idolatry, without being represented as % 
blajpbemer, and an irreligious contemner of 
the Gods. He that argued againft any of 
their facred rites % however indecent, and 
(hocking to modefty and common fenfe, was 
a man of a factious turbulent fpirit, and a fo- 
menter of /edition. — — Pretences of reforma- 
tion, and defigns againft the Jiate, were con- 
founded and jumbled together, as if they had 
a neceffary connection y and recommend- 
ing more worthy and honourable notions of 
the deity, and jufter fentiments of religion, 
was an undeniable proof of impiety. And 
latter Ages have, in this refped, taken 
care to copyftriBly after the example of their 
forefathers : For the explaining any do&rine 
of revelation, differently from what the com- 
mon Standard allows, feldom fails to fix 
the brand of infidelity \ or iere/y; both which 
terms, in ecelefiafiical ftyle y fignify no more, 
than the not believing what the party, wha 
call themselves the church, have thought fit 

to 
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to prefcribe and impofe; and taking the li* 
berty, which reafon allows, and revelation 
confirms to us, of differing from fallible expo- 
fittons of fcripture, and creeds and canons of 
human inftitution. Though nothing can be 
more abfurd than the promifcuous ufe of fiich 
names of ignominy by all fe&s at variance 
with each other, yet, being of a frightful 
found, they have a kind of magical operation 
on the minds of the people 5 creating a fuper* 
ftitious panic * that reftrains them even from 
examining the obnoxious opinions to which 
they are annex'd ; and often times working 
up their tempers to an ungovernable pitch of 
raging zeal againft all that embrace them. 

If we inquire into the caufes whence it 
proceeds, that all principles contrary to the 
public faith, be they ever fo wife and rational^ 
are ftrenuoufly oppofed, andreprefented under 
the moft reproachful characters, we (hall find 
them to be various. — There arc fome who 
have a particular intereft in all corruptions of 
religion. They partake, perhaps, of the t» 
moluments arifing from impofitions on confer- 
ence, from pompous and extravagant ceremo- 
nies, from the arcana fdei, where mere words* 
containing an unfathomable myftic fenfe, are 
held out to the people, to humble and debafe 
their underftandings ; and this has a natural 
tendency to make them tenacious of fuch 
doftrines as are calculated to difcredit reafon % 
and more efFe&ually to en/lave their deluded 
votaries. I would fuggeft no inftances that 

are 
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lure invidious, and therefore fhall only &yj 
that this is evidently the cafe in the Romijh 
church; Where no alteration muft be fufiered^ 
for fear the people fhould fufpedfc that they 
have been impofed upon ; and, being promp- 
ted by an impertinent fpiritof curioJity y find 
out mfflre errors in the conftitution. — Again, 
the natural pride of men makes them afhamed 
to acknowledge their miflakes, and think it 
a fort of refle&ion on their underftaridingsj 
and, therefore, left the corre&nefs and found- 
nefs> 'tis fcarce decent in a Prote/lant coon* 
try to fay the infallibility, of their judgment 
fhould be called in queftion, they appeal from 
reafon to xhtpajfions; and ufe all their art and 
intereft to difgrace opinions that are contrary 
to their own. Add to this, that prejudices 
of education are deeply rooted in mankind, 
and religious prejudices, of all others, the moft 
ftiff and untradable. With the generality, 
Opinions and rites which can plead antient 
prefcription, and public countenance, acquire 
an awfulnefs that renders them* inviolable : 
So that they look upon the whole y of what 
they have been taught to call religion! as e+ 
qually facred * and if any one endeavours on- 
ly to feparate the bafe alky from the purer 
parts, that really deferve the name of reli- 
gion, they are immediately alarm'd, and 
make ftrange outcries, as if chriilianity, and 
all the obligations of virtue, were undermined* 
But exclamations of this fort, however folemn 
and pathetic, ought not generally to be look'd 
N upon 
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upon as didfcates of reafon> and founded on the- 
truth of things -, but as the affe&ation, craft* 
infolence, and intemperance of party zeal. 

From the premifes now laid down, this 
inference is natural and unavoidable ; that no 
fpeculative principles are therefore felfe* or 
ought to be rejected by us, becaufe they have 
the misfortune to be decried *x& vilified 1 a^nd 
thofe who maintain them are painted in hide* 
pus colours* to expofe them to the contempt 
and refentment of the multitude: For tl^ere 
was a time, whenCHRisTi ans them- 
selves were a JeSt every where Jpoken a- 
gainjf. And from hence it follows, that we 
have no reafon to be difcourag'd from pro- 
ceeding in our honeft and fair inquiries, for 
fear of efpoufing what are . ftiW new dpc- 
trines : For the unity of God, which is an ex- 
ternal truths appear^ to the Gentile world; 
to be a new do&rkie, in comparifon of their 
own fuperftition. And tho' true chriftianity 
cxifted before there could be any corruption* 
of it ; or, in other words, is of greater an- 
tiquity than falfe and adulterate chriftianityj 
yet, fee it truth or error that has been long in 
poffeffion, all attempts to amend the ftate of 
religion muft have the appearance of novel- 
ty. Let us therefore always remember, 

that what the world calls peftUent, or damn- 
able, berefo may be Scripture-Ortho- 
boxy -> and that, which in the opinion of 
conceited and forward bigots is departing 
from, the faith,, and a dangerous- innovation 

may 
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Plus aloes quam mellis babet. ]vvenI 

THERE is nothing which will more 
certainly expofe a man to ridicule* thaa 
a character and conduct made up oi inconfift- 
ences and contradi<9ions. He who profefles 
principles that are in their nature directly op- 
pofite to, and fubverfive of each other, will 
always lie open to juft and fevere cenfure. 
The coalition of parties feems indeed a thing 
capable of being effe&ed. Intereft or con- 
viction may caufe men to lay afide \hs\x pecu- 
liar differences, and may make them unite 
in fome common maxims and defigns. But 
principles are invariable ; and as truth and falG. 
hood, liberty and flavery, true Whiggifm and 
ftaunch Horyifm are neceflarily and immuta- 
bly different, and quite irreconcilable with 
each other; it is impoflible they can ever 
coalefce, or be brought into a real union and 
iriendfhip. As no man can be a true friend 
to liberty, who is for any fcheme of perfe- 
ction or flavery, it is impoflible the diftinc- 
N z tion 
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tion which fome gentlemen have lately feem'd 
very fond of, viz. of being Tories in the church, 
and Whigs in the fate y can have any founda- 
tion in reafon, or the nature of things. The 
very terms imply a coalition of repugnant and 
felf-deJiruSlive principles. It is a motly un- 
natural mixture of character; and all pre- 
tences to it muft arife, either from a want 
of capacity to difcern between truth and falf- 
hood ; or from an indifference to all princi- 
ples, and a confequent readinefs to efpoufe or 
profefs any that will beft fervc and forward 
the views of ambition and interefi 

A Tory in the church hath fuch peculiar 
difcriminating marks, as that no attentive 
confederate perfon can eafily miftake him. 
He is for fetting up the church above the 
crown % and rendering it independent on the 
civil government} he is <c for fuch an exer- 
" cite of church diJcipHne, as (hall not be fub- 
t€ je<9: to prohibitum* from the courts of cm- 
" monlaw, or be rendered ineffectual by par- 
<c dons from the crown, or by a3s of grace \ 
c< for making the clergy the fole ultimate 
" judges on appeals in allecclefiafticalcaufes; 
" and for lodging in them the whole pru- 
" dential admimjiration of all afiairs, which 
" concern fpiritual perfons or things; for 
" having them judges about the laws to be 
" made concerning religion, and the intereft 
u of the church; for having the convocation 
form'd into a legifiature ; and all fuggef- 
tions for the improvement of the ecclefi- 

" aftical 
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c aftipal conftitution, and the amendment of 
* c all laws in being, as far as concerns the 
c * c church, referved, to be made the fubjedfc 

c< oifynodical inquiries. He is, farther, for 
* c bringing into the hands of the clergy the 
€< correction of vice ; and, in the exercife of 
* € church difcipline, he is for proceeding by 
* € the wholefome method of canonical pur- 
<c gation ; and for calling in temporal penal* 
* € ties, in fubferviency to the ends of religion, 
cc as often as the cenfures of the church are 
« difobeyU" 

T h e s £ are the authentic principles of 
a church Tory, that have been openly efpoufed, 
and propagated, and recommended to the 
nation by great names and authorities: And, 
in a late memorable injlance, endeavours were 
not wanting to reduce them, in part at leaft, 
into practice. Principles, which plainly ftrike 
at the honour and dignity of the crown $ that 
weaken the force of all civil government ; and 
render the magift rate the mere toolof thechurch 
and clergy ; that are fubverfive of the moft 
valuable liberties and rights of the chriftian 

nle; and which, whenever they prevail 
eir full confequences, muft introduce a 
ftate of the moft deplorable and abje<ft flavery. 
Should men, in fuch a tyrannical and arbi- 
trary fcheme as this, be advanced themfelves 
to the bigbejl dignities of the church, have the 
direction and difpofol of church-preferments, 
have the ear of princes, become ^confidents 
of prime miniftcrs, and diredors in the great 
N 3 affairs 
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affairs of church and (late ; what can th'e 1 
friends of liberty expert, yea, what have the)r I 
tiotto fear from their influence and counfels ? 

With what truth or grace can gentle- 
men of this completion pretend to rank them- 
felves amongft the. friends of liberty ? or a£- 
fume to themfelves the name of fPbigs in the 
fiate? What fingle principle of genuine 
Whiggifm dp they maintain ? Is there a corifiji~ 
ent Whig in the kingdom, who is for facri- 
ficing the dignity, or any of the prerogatives, 
of the crown % to the pleafure of haughty eccle- 
fajlks ? That is for exempting church judi- 
catories and fpiritual courts from all controul 
from the courts of common law ? That is for 
giving a legijlative power td the convocation? 
That is for condemning the fubje<ffc to Spiri- 
tual cenfures, and the infemy of canonical pur- 
gation, without the poflibility 6f a pardon 
from the crown, or the benefit of ah a& of 
grace? That is for allowing the ctergy to te 
both judges and juries in all caufes which they 
Will call fpiritual? That is for trufting them 
with the power of making laws about what 
they will call religion -> or for impowering 
them to oblige the magijlrate to Come in with 
his temporal penalties, in aid of their church 
cenfures, when they fhall think fit to require 
it? 

N o : fuch maxims as thefe are the abhor- 
rence of every wife and bonejl JVhig^ and the 
pretences of fuch, who efpbufe them, to Jtatt 
Whiggifm^ are ridiculous iii their nature, can 

have 
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1 liave no truth or finccrity to fiipport them ; 

^ and, I am afraid, are generally made only 

with a view, the more efl&tually to under- 

< mine and deftroy the caufe of liberty. Th? 

«yes of men are fo far opened, that the dj- 
redfc avowal of tyranny in church or ftatc, 
would render a perfon univerfally obnoxious* 
and put alinoft all perfons upon their guard 
againft him, as a profeffed enemy to true re- 
ligion and liberty. And therefore to carry on 
the fcheme of church Toryifm, without the 
fears and trouble of oppofition, the mafk of 
Jiate Whiggifmy and moderation, is put on ; 
a concern to punifli vice, and aid religion, 
and to preferve fpiritual affairs from the im- 
purity of all lay mixture^ are prudently and 
poujly pretended; and above all, a warm con- 
cern for the Protefiant JUcceffion, and a jea- 
loufy of weakening or endangering it, by dif- 
contenting the clergy, or giving them any 
occafion for their exciting popular noiie or 
clamour. 

But furely every wife man muft fee thro f 
this thin difguife. The attempt to render the 
church independent of the crown inafirigte 
article is irifolence, and the higheft preemp- 
tion : It is an invafion of the royal preroga- 
tive and power: It is an open denial of his 
majefty's fupremacy, which all the clergy do, 
in the moft fblemn manner, in civil courts, 
and in the folemriities of public worfhip, fre- 
quently acknowledge. Is there a nobler jew- 
el that adorns the crown ? Is there any thing 
N 4 that 
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t)ut renders majejty more f acred and amiable, 
than the conferring of pardons, and concuiv 
ring in afts of grace? And yet the church 
■Tory would rob the crown of this glorious 
prerogative, and mjbes the church (night not 
be pefiered with prohibitions from the courts 
of common law, nor have her proceedings 
/laid, pr her cenfures rendered ineffe&ual, by 
pardons from the crown, or by aEts of grace z 
i. e. (he wants to exercife a tyranny, which 
the laws of Qod condemn, and the royal 

gDwer itfelf frail not be able to controul. 
ut are thefe the friends of majefty ? Thefe 
the fupportprs of the dignity of the Britijb 
crown? Was this golden and wi/hedforagp 
to return upon us, what fecurity could be 
given us, that the crown fhould not be in- 
fulted ? That there would be no new Beckett, 
Lauds, Sacbcyerells, and Atter buries arife, tQ 
defy the royal power, to blow th? trumpet 
pf {edition amongft the people, and to prac-r 
tife open and fecret treafon againft our king I 
' Nor are thefe principles of church Tory- 
ifm in the leaft more favourable to the liber- 
ties of the people, than they are tp the pre-, 
rogatiye of the crown, and the rights of civil 
government, ket us fuppofe the correction 
pfviqe, and fpirityal irregitlaritie? tp be wholly 
jrefervfd to the clergy as thpir proper pro-r 
yince; {hat they hav? power to call b} the 
aid of temporal penalties* as oft as the cen- 
fures pf the church are difobey'd j and to pro- 
peed in the exercife of their discipline* with-; 
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out prohibitions or pardons from the crown $ 
that the convocation was tamed into a legijla* 
turey and had a power of making laws con«* 
cerning religion, and the intereft of the 
church, and that fynodical canons were to 
be equally binding with a£ts of parliament : 
Was this the ftate of things, doth not every 
Englijhrnan and Proteftant fee, and tremble 
at, the fatjl confluence? In fuch a fituation, 
what would be referved for the cognizance 
of the civil magiftrate? What, that the cler<-> 
gy would not bring before themfelves under 
the notion ofjpiritual irregularities ? What 
penalties would they not call in to aid their 
cenfures, and punifh difobedience to them? 
Not to mention penalties of ap inferior kind, 
the a& de baretico comburendo> was of their 
procuremenl ; by which they have deftrqy'd 
thoufands pf the beft of chriftians, without 
any bowels or relettings of mercy. Or if 
the exercife of their difcipline fhould not ex- 
tend fp far as life, would our nobility and 
gentry be pleafed with the gentler feverities 
of a canonical purgation^ and paffively yield 
to the ihame and reproach of fuch an accurf- 
ed method of avoiding death ? How decent, 
how afie&ing, how truly edifying a fight 
would it be, to fee perfons pf the firft rank 
^nd families appear with their compurgators 
before their reverend fuperiorsi or for want 
Qf them, cqndemn'd to jail, forfeiture of e- 
fiates, corporal penalties, or to walk in their 
frou/es, bare-foot and bare-headed, and other 
'" ' v v parts 
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puts of iht penitential habits, to the terror of" 
wife men, and the fcorn of fools? For it 
feems it were to bewifhed die church might 
proceed in the exercife of her difcipline by 
the wbolejbme method of canonical putgatioti. 

Tobewijhed! By whom? What, by any 
man who hath the leaft knowledge, or fenfe,, 
or love of liberty ? Or that Valttes his life, 
his honour, or his fortune? Nb. Tis a thing 
to be wished by none, but thfe enemies of 
die Britijk coriftitutioft ; who Want to fub- 
jedt the rights of civil government, and the 
privileges of mankind, to the arbitrary dic- 
tates of a kingdom of priefts. 

Wh e tf once their dctrfees, aflbmbled ill 
iacred fyftod, fhall come to hwe the force ot 
laws, and they (hall be inverted with a legi- 
Jlative power in matters of religion, and fliall 
have temporal penalties at their difpofal to aid 
their decifions $ will therebe the leaft appear- 
ance of liberty left to a nation in fuch un- 
happy circiiiriftances ? Can religious liberty 
fubuft, without an unmolejled freedom to think 
Srid aft, in matter of religion, according to 
the dictates of mens confciences? Or can it 
be pretended, that civil liberty remains entire, 
when civil penalties are at the clergies difpo- 
fal, and they cah apply them as a farther ter- 
ror and puniftiment, to be called in as oft as 
the cenfitfes of the church are difobey'd ? 

Will they not guard their own determi- 
nations in matters of faith and worfhip by 
Jpiritual cenfures ? And , if any are fo infoknt 

as 
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aid of civil penalties, and thus force men to 
V>elieve> and fubmit to, every thing that their 
own vanity and pride (hall influence them to 
clidtate ? Can an age or nation be produced, 
when the clergy ever bonejlly refufed to earer- 
fcife this power when they had it? And if 
there be no inftance of this kind to be (hewn, 
a nation that fruits theto With it, muft be 
devoid of common fenfe, and even infatuated 
hy providence to an intire deftru&ion. And 
if there are any men amongft us, who wifh 
themreftoredtoit, they are only the ftanch 
Tories in church and rate, who can't main- 
tain the principles of Whiggifm and liberty in 
civil affairs, becaufe they are for the exer- 
cife of tyranny, and the meafures of perfc- 
cution in reh&ious ones. 

Away then with this hypocritical and de- 
lufive diftinftion of a Tory in church, arid a 
Whig in the Jlate. Such a character cant e£- 
ift in the nature of things, becaufe it implies 
a contradiction to itfelf, and confifts of prin- 
ciples that neceflarily deftroy each other. A 
real Tory is an enemy to liberty, and Ti/ry- 
ifm in the church, when free from ceftraint, 
will neceflarily be produ&ive of oppreffion and 
flavery in the fiate j for it can maintain its 
being, and thrive, only by civil penalties \ 
and is never content, but when it can pro* 
mote what it calls the ends of religion, by 
temporal feverities and punijhments. Tis a 
plant which our heavenly father hath not 

planted, 
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to the OLD WHIG. 

Ob ! that I could enucleate 
Andfohe the problems of my fate ! 

HuDIBRAS t 

S IR, 

YOUR prcdeceflbrs were my very good 
friends and ufually ready to help me 
whensoever I wanted them. I nave therefore 
hopes you will give me what affiftance you are 
able in my prefent diftrefs. I will tell you my 
cafe in as few words as poffible. Reason 
was my father, and virtue my mother j 
and, as I am told, the whole world was my 
lawful inheritance. My father and mother, 
whilft they lived, were very fond of me, and 
took all the care imaginable of my education, 
I, like all great fortunes, did not want for 

admirers, 
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planted, the branches of which drop down f 

poifon, which withers and deftroys the fair- t 1 
eft flowers and fruits which grow up under 
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admirers, or flatterers. Every body courted 
me, and was foil of my praifes. Some, in- 
deed, faid I was a little wild, but all agreed 
I (hould make a good wife : But my father 
and mother happening to die when I was ve- 
ry young, my lovers immediately fell out 
among themfelves for the guardianfhip of me ; 
and each of them got into their hands fuch 
(hare of my eftate as he was able. My old 
imrfe, frugality, the only friend I had 
left, advifed me to make myefcape, whilft 
they were bufy'd about what they chiefly va- 
lued, the feizing of my eftate. She aflured 
me, if any of them ever got me into their 
cuftody, notwithftanding their pretences of 
affeftion, my life itfelf would not be fafe. 
She carried me to a mountain inhabited only 
by a few poor fhepherds, where I was fo 
clofely concealed, that it was impoffible to 
find me out; and indeed, all fearch after me 
was prevented by my guardians, as they 
calVd themfelves, who each of them pretend- 
ed they had me in their cuftody, tho' they 
durft not let me appear publicly, becaufe 
that (befides it waa improper for great prin- 
ceffes to be expo fed to the eyes of the vulgar) 
I was of fo delicate a constitution, that it 
was dangerous for me to ftir abroad. I lived 
very happy in my retreat with my good old 
nurfe, never hoping to regain my inheritance. 
The fhepherds were fond of me, and let me 
want for nothing necefiary for my fubfift- 
ancej but they fay, I contracted a rufticity 

amongft 
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amoagft them, which I never (hall get rid of. 
My nurfe, to make me more refpe6te4, had 
told them of a prophecy of a famous fortune- 
teller at my hirth, that tho' Ifhoujd be oft 
in great diftreffes my felf, the country wjiere- 
ever I came fhould flourUh : Thf y foon found 
it to be true, and that J was a profitable 
gueft ; their flocks encreafed vaftly, and the 
wolf durft never come nearer them than the 
foot of the mountain. The change, which 
was produced, foon became vifible to the 
countries around, andfeveral wife men were 
curious to find out its caufe : fome of them 
found me out, and would have perfuaded 
me to have left my retreat; b^t I would 
not venture, till they could affure me of a 
proper reception; which, notwithstanding 
their utmoft endeavours, they could never ef- 
fect The vigilance of my guardians finftra^ 
ted their fchemes, and u&ally punifhed the 
undertakers of them. Sometimes indeed, the 
people began to clamour, and infill on feeing 
me ; but my guardians found an expedient 
to fktisfythem, by (hewing them a foundling 
girl, who had a faint refemblance of me, 
drefs'd up in a few of my old clothes, whom, 
on fuch occafioms, they made perforate me; 
her true name was Licentiousness. As 
they managed it fo, that (he appeared only 
in the dufk, or a falfe light, the vulgar did 
not difcover the cheat; they perfuaded the 
people, that the mountain girl> the philofo- 
phers talk'd fo much of, was no other thagi 

that 
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zhk^LtL foundling : And one of them h^d the aC- 

fux*ance to add, that he had been educated 

-with me; that I w^s a pretty girl, kit had 

nothing of the majefty becoming a great prin- 

eels ; and I was troubled with fuch fits of 

pbtrenfy, that I puird every thing to pieces I 

could lay my hands on. 

I sh ou l p always have remain'd (afe in my 
pbfcurity, if it had not been for fome traders, 
who coming tp buy wool of our (hepherds, 
^nd finding it finer, and the flocks in better 
condition, than they had ever ohferved in any 
other place, were very inquifitive to find out 
the reafon of fuch a difference. The (hep- 
herds told them, the happy ftate in which 
they found the mountain Was wholly ow- 
ing to a ftrange girl, and an ojd woman, who 
had lived for fome time among them 5 but 
they could not inform them who they were, 
W whence they came. The merchants would 
fee us ; they immediately knew my oldnurfe y 
and began to fufpeft who I was. The eld- 
eft of diem fixing his eyes on me ftedfaftly, 
laid, Art thoi* then indeed Liberty, the 
defire of the earth, the fair child of rea- 
son and virtue? I remember former- 
ly to have feen the pj&ure of thy mother, 
thou h^ft indeed her very look, that fame 
piercing eye, that chearfulnefs, that inno- 
cence and Simplicity ; if thou art indeed her 
daughter, no wonder ajt the fertility of the 
mountain, nor the felicity of its inhabitants. 
But whether thou art indeed the perfoii that 
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Ifufpe<&, or not, lean fodn prove by an in-* j 
fallible experiment : I remember* that I have ' 
oft heard your father fey, nocouiiterfeit could 
ever bear his daughter's prefence; fofayitag* 
he prefented to me an image fet with falfe 
ftones, which* at my touch, immediately 
loft all its luftre, and fell into duft i Tiemer^ 
chants knew the omen, and did me homage ; 
they fwore to be my moil faithful fubje&s* 
and befought me to return with them into 
their country* where, they affured me* I 
fhould find a joyful reception. 

Past experience had made me too wife 
totruft rafhly to fair promifes; but, confix 
dering the earneftnefs of their entreaties, I 
would not wholly flight their invitation i at 
their requeft, I fent my nurfe along with 
diem to prepare the way for me, and govern 
in my abfence. Ialfo advifed them to take 
along with them fbme of the fheep of the 
mountain} ahd affured them* that if they 
took proper care of them, and obey'd the go* 
vernment of my nurfe* they fhould foon be* 
come a mod flourishing and powerful people* 
and I would make my public appearance a* 
mongft them. I told them my nurfe had 4 
fon called credit, who fhould look to 
their fheep and manage their affairs; but bid 
them be fure to keep a watchful eye over him, 
for that, tho* he was an'excellent fervant, he 
was no better than a rogue at the bottom. 
They followed my inftru&ions, and put their 
country into a very profperous condition) fo 

that 
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that I began to think of fettling in it. feut 
they foon grew fo fond of tbefervant which 
I had recommended to them, that forgetting 
toe and my advice, they depofed frugali- 
ty, and put the government into the hands 
of her fon. He immediately heglefted the 
fheep, and every thingwas let go to ruin; 'tis 
laid, he even murder'd his own mother j 'tis 
certain die has been miffing ever fince he 
got the power into his hands ; and that he 
has been heard to fay, that (he doated, and it 
did not fignify what became of her. I was 
the firft who felt her lofs; (he was the only 
hopes I had left ; and if I don't find her a<* 

rin^ I know not what will become of me* 
knew that if (he was deftroy'd, I fhould 
not long continue fafe, even in the mountain : 
I therefore fet out immediately in fearch of 
her; but can hear no news of her. Every 
one I afk after my nurfe, tells me they knoVP 
nothing of her ; but they can tell die oifomt- . 
body who will take care of me, and do my 
bunnefs as well. A venerable priefi told m6 t 
he would take care of me him felf: hehadfo 
ferious a look, I was inclined to hearken td 
him, and afk'd what he would do fof me j 
he faid, he would turn out my guardians, 
and take my eftate into his own cuftody t 
What then, faid I, is to become of me ? You 
fliall, fays he, live in a fine garret I have, 
and fhall never be troubled to ftir abroad } 
and all that he defired in return for his care 
of me, was only to riiake his bed for him, 
and do what his god-iftother madam super- 

O STITION 
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stition bid me: He was very angry that 
I (houldbefuch a fool as not to accept of his 
charity \ as he call'd it ; and left me with an 
oath that it fliould be worfe for me, if ever 
he got me into his power. Another, who 
call'd himfelf a lawyer, made me many fine 
fpeechs, and told me of an aunt of his, a 
good old gentlewoman, whom he called 
magna chArta, who would be vaftly 
glad of my company, and do much for met 
But on inquiry, I found (he was grown very 
weak and infirm ; and tny lawyer being offer- 
ed the poft of primier cady by one of my 
guardians, grew fb cool to me, that I gave 
up all expectations from that quarter. In 
fhort, if I had had faith, I might have ex- 
pelled proteftion from every body, flayers 
and Jenators, whores zndfirft tninifters. Some 
of their offers were whimfical enough : One 
Sir Finical Catgut told me, I wanted 
for nothing but harmony amongft my friends, 
and laid, he would try to engage fignior 
Farrinelli. Another faid, all my mis- 
fortunes proceeded from a deca/d confutation, 
and recommended Ward's pill. But I think 
the moft farprifing, was a general, who of- 
fered me no lefs than 20,000 grenadiers (I 
think he call'd them) to fupply the place of 
my nurfe. You may be fure, I who am na- 
turally zjhygirl, did not care to truft my- 
felf with fo many fellows. 

That rogue credit himfelf has lent 
me feveral refpe&ful naeflagesj but lam too 

well 
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^wsll acquainted with his tricks to be fo 

caught. I am told ycju .are roy friend, and 

fccg you will advife me for the beft. I fee 

xnyfelf every day in danger ; fewer friends and 

more flatterers; and I fear* you are fcarce a<p 

t>le to keep me your felf from the fubtilty of 

my guardians, and the treachery of that vil* 

lain credit. lam, 

Tour difirejfed friend, 

Liberty. 



NUMB. XXIIL 



To the OLD WHIG. 

SIR, 

IT can little concern either you> or the 
public, to know by what accident the 
manuicript, which accompanies this, came 
to my Jiands. But it is lit I (hould aflure you, 
that, as far as I know, it has never yet been 
printed: Nor did I ever fee, or hear of, any 
other copy of it, than that which I now 
lend you. 

I t is njp&cb which was made va parlia- 
ment > I cannot certaiply lay by whom, nor 
O z at 
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at what time, But I am apt to think it muft 
Jiavc been about the year 1660, or 1661. 

The fubjc&s are uniformity, mutu- 
al INDULGENCE, and LIBERTY OP CON- 
SCIENCE. 

And whoever was the fpeaker, or what- 
ever was theexadt time and immediate occa- 
fion of the fpeech, it breathes a fpirit, and 
contains fentiments not unworthy the regard 
of an Old Whig, 

I do not defire or defign to make you, 
Sir, or myfelf accountable for every remark 
- here made, or for every expreffion here uied : 
But there are feveral things here fuggefted, 
whjch, in my judgment, deferve to be kept 
from finking into oblivion, and are Well worth 
publijhing to the world. And I know of no 
fairer or better way of doing both, than by 
defiring that the fpeech, without any altera- 
tion of the fentiments, or fo much as of the 
phrafe, may be allowed a place in your pa- 
per, I am, 

Tour confiant reader \ 
Coventry, 
Sept. 6. 1735. and well wifher, 

D. M. 

SIR, 

I COULD heartily wiih, that our condi- 
tional prefent were fuch, that we might 
ftudy and debate how to advance the glory, 

riches 
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aiches and power of this nation, rather than 
^vith fo much diftra&ion labour how to pre- 
serve its being: But fince the general con- 
dud: of our affairs has reduced us to this ne- 
ceffitous pofture, let us confider, what our 
prefent exigencies call for from us ; and while 
therein we find a justification for the moil 
extravagant debates and refolutions, let us 
continue fenfible of their bafenefs who cre- 
ated the neceflity, with which it is our pru- 
dence and unhappinefs to comply. 

There have been fundry overtures and 
projedls, in order to the uniting of the minds 
of the Proteftants here in this dangerous junc- 
ture of affairs. I confefs, I am apprehenfive 
of the dangers that any great change fubjeds 
a government to : I am fenfible of the repu- 
tation of thehoufe which may fuffer by re- 
minding its own afts : I have made fome re- 
flections on the parties that may endanger the 
kingdom by their fadtioufhefc : I have all juft 
refpeft for the national church of England* 
in its prefent constitution ; and I Shall fo or- 
der my counfels, that I deviate not from the 
fcripture and the constitution of God in the 
Mofaical law ; the judgment and practice of 
the primitive fathers ; and the adts and con- 
stitutions of thofe emperors who firft modelled 
Christianity and accommodated it to govern* 
ment, and who reduced the empire (in cuw 
cumftances not different from ours) to as 
flourishing a condition, and as peaceable, as 
fver it enjoyed : as is clear from the emperor 
O 3 ^oaojiusi 
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Tbeodojius, firnamed the great, and infifbed 
on by Bodin de Repuk who recommends 
the practice as prudential, and gave the coun-. 
fel to queen Elizabeth. 

In the kingdom of Ifrael (that precedent 
of monarchy, as far as it is eftabliflied by the 
word of God) where God himfelf was law- 
giver, and the confutation is as nnqueftion* 
able as his authority that made it, and the 
vrifdom of Solomon and fome others (no fool* 
lior fanatics) that complied with it, the fefc* 
tkment was thus, as to religion. 

The jfews 9 and fuch as were total con-» 
verts, or profelytes of juftice, didobferve all 
the Levitical law, as it is made up of cere- 
monies, and all the decalogue or ten com« 
mandments. What the ceremonial confor- 
mity was, you all know, and how much of 
it wasperformed in the temple, in the feveral 
places or ftatkms for the priefts and laity, 
men and women. But did this conftitution 
oblige all? Could no man, or number of men 
live, and live openly there, exempted from 
this conformity \ and exaft uniformity, to e- 
very punctilio ? It is undeniable, that it was 
quite otherwise, 

Theke were among the Jews, a great 
number of pcrfons, called projifyti domicilii) 
or Grangers, not profelytes of jtiftice, that 
dwelt constantly among them, that were fa 
fax from being concluded by the Mofaical 
jaw, that it was death for them to obferve it. 
Of this number w?re many Egyptivw &® 

came 



"N 2$i He Old Whig. 199 

came up with them into the holy land: Such 
were the Gibeonites, of whofe number we 
may guefsby the bsgnefs of their city ; fuch 
were the Canaanites, that dwelt in die land, 
whofe power was fuch, that they could not 
be exterminated by the Ifraetites. 

All thefe ftrangers (yet conftant inhabi- 
tants of the land) were only obliged to the 
feven commandments of Noab, and npt to 
the ceremonial law at all. They worshiped 
in the fame temple, in a particular apartment, 
but with different ceremonies: The Jews 
had a liturgy; thefe no form: They had 
priefts; thefe none: The Jews offefd variety 
of facrijke$ and oblations; thefe none .but 
burnt offerings 1 The one obferv'd the fab- 
bath, and divers holidays, on Which the o* 
ther might Work : Nay, the one worfhip- 
ed God under feveral attributes, the God of 
Abraham y Ifaac, and Jacob ; the other was 
not obliged a&ually to any worfhip, but ne- 
gatively > not to deny a deity, or to fpeak ir- 
reverently, or contumelioufly of him; and 
when they did pray, it was only the own- 
ing and worfjiiping a creator and ruler of 
the world. 

This is avowed by the greatefi of the Rab- 
bins from the time of Mofes, to the time of 
his writing, and that is Maimonides ( a ) s and it 

(*) Gentilis qui legem Mofaicam obfervaret, reus trot 
mortis } quippe cui tantum ob/ervanda erant f eft em pra^ 
cepta NqackiiaruTp, jeu omnium kminum commnia. 

O 4 at 
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ft large proved by Mr. Selden( b ), and granted 
in the whole extent \ as Ibtpve propofed it y by 
the learned Grotitis( c ), a tnari of good credft 
with all Jons of the church of England. Of 
fhejame mind are all that wife %f the com-. 
momvealtb of the Jews. 

As tp thp pbfetvation of the fabbath ( d ), 
(wer0 it not for fear of being prolix) I would 
particularly illuftrate that point, becaufe it is 
• dijpenfation with conformity to one pf the 
ten commandments ; which is at large proved 
foohMr.Sc\dtn('). '" ' 

IT It eafy to compare this liberty of religion 
with ours in Englahd, as it i$ contended for, 
proppofed; and accordingly to judge of the 
f xtent of a toleration, ho^ far it may go, 
how public it may be, how poffibfe and 
how practicable the thing is in itfelf (for they 
nad no ftanding army, and it was under a 
monarchy, and that no defpicable one, un- 
fier Solomon apd JDavidf and how it had , 
pod himfelf for its eftablifhcr. * 

I pass by the time? under Herod, and his 
immediate predeceffors from Zerubabel down-* 
yrard§j in which, befide the aforefaid ftran- 

(y) jus natural* Hebr actum* 

(<) De jur.' Bell c. 1. 1. 1. p. x6, 

(*J Profefyto* domicilii Jive eos qui Judaifroo mmhiq 
%pndum dederini, quaiecunque vita comrhercium intra d*> 
ijonem Ifraeliticam admijifti, non modo obfervatione Sab- 
Ibti dmnmo. fohttus habuerfii, fid pcenis grayijfinds fc 
ipxioui,, fi ibfervarent. * " 

' (')* &t jure Nat. I.3. a 12. andtheTzlmudHisfay^ 
Ifir^elit* non prohibent ab cpere Qentilem in tiabbato. * 
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jgers, there were the feveral k&s of Scribes^ 
jPharifeeSy Sadducees and Herodians ; whofe te» 
nets, if any (hall inquire into, he {hall find 
them to differ as much as our fubdivided 
Chriftians and Proteftantsdo( f ): As to the 
J£J/enes, it is peculiarly obfcrvable, that they 
declined the temple-worihip, and were the 
Jeparatifts of that age. And yet, I muft tell 
you, this condition of the Jews was not al- 
together unhappy, and our Saviour never told 
the magiftrates that it was unlawful, or that 
it would be the ruin of the ftate ; which can- 
not be otherwife, than by accident, imputed 
thereunto. 

As to the firft chrijtians, while thofc un- 
erring guides of the church inftrudied and 
ruled in the churchy and were as well the 
foundation of our do&rine as of our hierarchy, 
let us take a view of their eftabliihmenu 
Thefc were converts of the Jews, and con- 
verts of the Gentiles : And of the Gentiles fome 
were profelytes of the Mofaical law 5 others of 
the profeflion only of thefeven commandments 
ofNoab. The Jews, and fuch as did Judaize, 
obferved all the Mofaical law, as ftriftly as the 
Pbarijees did j they did circumcife, and pay 
their vows, and worfhip in the temple, and 
offer facrifice, and kept the fabbath, and the 
like : So Origen («) (ays of thofe in his days. 

(*) As Scaliger, Drufus and Serrarius evidence. 

(*) Judai qui in J.efumChriftum crediderunt nan 4e- 
fciverant a fatriis Itgtbus \ vivunt tnimjuxta eas. Con- 
jra Cerium* 

Nor 
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Nor was this only at Jerufal*m 9 where ;: 
Judaifm was national, but at Alexandria* 
andeUewhere, were it was not fo: For St. 
ymwa ( h ) faith, that Pbib the jtew obierv- 
ed this at Alexandria \ yet did the other con- 
verted Gentiles, not jvdaizing, live accord- 
ing to a chriftianity fuper-added to the feven 
commandments, and confequently differing 
in form of wor0*ip vaftly. 

It is true, feme went about to reduce them 
all to uniformity j hut who were they ( ! )? 
Some of the Jews, (mark that) who believed 
(in Cbrifi, and yet ftriftly obferved theMo- 
faicalhw) of the fe£ of the Pbarifees, (a fe& 
fa much decryed by Chrift) ; not the apoftles 
and perfons fpirited by the Holy Ghoft : Paul 
and £****&« oppofed it. And what charac- 
ter doth the fcripture beftow upon this defign. 
of uniformity? In truth, that they troubled 
the church, A&s xv. And behold the iflue 
of thefe troubles. The fy nod of the apoftles, 
and others guided by the Holy Ghoft, thus 
decide the controversy. They do not like this 
uniformity of worihip and liturgies} for the. 
Jmt had a liturgy. This is no part of the 
vifurn eft Spiritui JSanSo & nobis. No, tbey 
oblige them to a few things, and thofe fuch 
as were only neceflary. For the text, how- 
ever vulgarly corrupted, and refrefinted tQ *• 
ftablifh ecchfiajtical decifions as necejary, yet 

S h ) About ecchjiajlual writers. 
') Some bibles only fay, tbey were Pharifces. 

in 
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-in our Biblia Polyglotta (a candid work of (be 
2>t/hops of our church) in a leftion ftdnds cor- 
re8ed thus : It feems meet to the Holy Ghoft 
and to us, not to lay upon you any further 
burthen, «&**> '***>*!><«> C) ^fides , what 
is abfolutely neceflary j that is, fay very team- 
ed writers, the feven precepts of Noah .-■ For 
who will believe the Holy Ghoft thought it ne- 
ceffary to fahation, that we neither eat block 
puddings or rabbets? that which follows is an 
illufiration, not rejlri&ion ; forbiding blood- 
/bed as well as idolatry and fornication : (parts 
of the law of Noah.; And farther that holy 
fynod adds; and whatfoever you would not 
hive done to your felves, do not that unto 0- 
thers 0) i which is a decifion I recommend to 
you in the like cafe; the debate being there 
a$ well as here, about liberty of confcience. 
That liberty which you would not be deprived 
of, do not go about to deprive others of. 
For the precedent words include things ne- 
ceflary j the following therefore, mult refer 
to the point of ceremonial conformity. 

(*) 'Out,*, Thefe, h rut in the MS. rfiwr ting's 

Ubr MS et Selden de Jur. Nat. lib. 7 > c. M. tmjtf 
JL'tbat the U*t fa**s of things ********: 

% Sditum Utbeuxt, as the fathers Mnp #£**£ 
MialSyglotta. And the tbcrclaufi ,f av«dt*g *b* 
wb%b & vmU *« b*o*dme ft ibm, u tn <M tfe,, 

tbtfJatt about) «f Sddw. 

J* U M B. 
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NUMB. XXIV. 

The conclufion of tbejpeecb in our loft. 

AS to the toleration under chriftian em- 
perors, I cannot but obferve to you, 
Sir, that it was the judgment of thofe pri- 
mitive times, and every where difcovers it- 
felf in the edi&s of the firfl: cbriJHan empe- 
rors and fathers, that religion is not to be 
forced \ but that every one fhould abound in 
his own fenfe ; and that all variety, not only 
of opinions, but diverfity of religions, (hould 
be tolerated in the ftate, if they were notde- 
ftruftive to government. In this point y Ter- 
tullian (■) is peremptory, <jff</La£tanrius ( n ) ; 
and agreeable to this, is the Jpeech of Con- 
ftantine (°) to the Roman fenate : The par- 
ticular paflages I would willingly recite, were 

( m ) In his difeonrfe to Scapula. 

O In bis book At juftitia, /peaking of fuMortivg reli- 
gion by cruelty, ofpreffion, and blood/hed. Jam non de* 
fendetur ilia, fed poTluetur & violabitur : nihil ^nim eft 
tarn voluntarium quam religio. 

(°) Related by Baronius in his annals of the year 324. 
Inter divina £t humana fervitia hoc intereft, quod hu« 
jnana fervitia coafta lint, divina autcm voluntariacaiiw 
probentur, 

thwq 
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*fchere not, befide protra&ing this difcourfc, 
a great deal of pedantry in quoting latin. 

And I fhould be too tedious, fhould I rektte 
to you all the edi&s made to this purpofe by 
the fubfequent emperors, which are record- 
ed in the < Tbeodofian code. No learned fon of 
the church of England can deny it. And 
Chryfoftom is poftive, that no godly emperor 
did enaft againjl the Pagans any fucb laws, as 
they did againjt the Chriftians. 

No man verfed in antiquity can deny, but 
that all the feds of the Cbrijtians, the Pa- 
gans and die Jews, had a full liberty of con- 
fcience and religion^ without being excluded 
from public offices of trust and profit 
in the fenate, army and court So that thefe 
times, which our epifcopal divines fo much 
recommend unto our imitation, when their 
hierarchy is concerned and their ceremonies, 
thefe times do clearly aflert the lawfulnefs of 
a general liberty of confcience, without fub- 
jetting the feveral dijfenters to any penalties. 
The heathen had their priefts, their ponti- 
fees, augures, quindecim virosfacris faciun- 
dis, Salios y &c. till the time of Theodofius ( p ). 
The Arians had their bifhops ; the Novatians 
their bifhops. and churches, (not to mention 
other fedts) in the fame diocefes, in which 
the more orthodox bifhops had alfo their ju- 
rifdi&ion, and made up the national religion 
of the Roman empire. The Jews had alfo 

(>) Onuph. defer, art. Tern. lib. a. 

their 
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their academies and patriarchs. From all 
which I do conclude, that it is lawful to e- 
na A for liberty of confeience > and that fiich 
a&s are not inconfiftent wkh government, 
nor fubjeft to thofe inconveniences many fug- 
ged 5 fince fuch monarchies have flourished 
notwithftanding them : All thofe conje&ures 
are refuted by the aforefaid inftances. 

No* need they trouble themfelves took* 
jedt, that the Roman empire had a Jlanding 
army to preferve the peace and authority of 
the empire, feeing that thofe of that army 
were diver fified by their feveral religions : And 
it is all one not to have any army at all, 
or to have one compofed indifferently of 
the feveral parties that were to be kept un- 
der. 

Having thus laid before you the judg* 
ment and pra&ice of the beft times, it wlfl 
not be amifs to refledt on the feveral ways 
and endeavours which have been ufed to* 
ward the uniting the minds of men about 
religion. 

As to the Poptfh way of enforcing a ge+ 
neral uniformity \ it is fo barbarous, fo un-> 
chriftian, and fo univerfally reje&ed by Pro- 
teftants, that I believe you can't indure an 
harangue in behalf of the inquifition; and 
to extol the practices of queen Mary's days 
Were as abfurd, as to write an encomium for 
Pbalaris, or Bufris, or Nero. 

Another way of uniting them, has 
been by contriving general forms and ways 

(not 
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(not much unlike the device of comprehend 
*>rz 3 if I underftand it aright) to which each 
^>arty might fubferibe $ but this wiay God nc*- 
ver bjefled, but it proved like the fire-brandy 
xvhich (with the cords) united the tails of 
S amp f oris foxes, while their heads were at a 
tliftance, and being put into the corn, they 
- burnt it; and this method has fet all king- 
doms on fire. 

Nor Is it policy, for inftead of abroga- 
ting all, it gives a countenance to all opini- 
ons it would extlnguifh. 

How little are the controverfics ceafed 
between the Dominicans and Jefuits, fincethe 
equivocal council of Trent, to which they fub- 
feribe, and which both parties allege ? So 
among Protejtants, how little are controver- 
sies extinguished by the dubious or general 
texts of fcripture ? Nay, are they not cter- 
niz'dbythem? How little does the dubi- 
ous creed of the apqftks conduce to the de- 
ciding among Trot eft ants or Socinians? 

As to the uniting therefore of mens minds 
into one religion, it is impoffiblc ; it is as im- 
poffible to make all mens conferences of the 
fame extent and latitude, as to make all mens 
(hoes of the fame fize. Different gifts make 
different profeffions ; fince none is accounta- 
ble for more than he hath received. The 
weak are not to condemn the ftrong; and 
the ftrong are to tolerate, not deftroy the 
Weak. This is gojpel; and I hope you will 
make this to be law. Take &way the condemn- 
ing 
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ing of the one, and the opprejjion of the other \ 
and you will ejlablijb the church, rather tbany 
defiroy it, or the peace of this nation. Befides, 

I desire you would obferve, that there 
is no precedent of any liberty of cori/cience. 
granted on penalties, . for that unavoidably e- 
ftablifhes zfaSion ; for it is haturalfor man* 
.kind to defire to be ateafe, and to with, an d 
(upon occafion) to endeavour its redrefs and 
relief from any grievance; it is natural for 
fuch as reap benefit from the depreflion of 0- 
thers to ftrive to continue them in that op- 
prefled conditions From hence arifes anger, 
hatred, malice, and all uncharitablenefs, and 
fuch contention as deftroys a ftate. If a king- 
dom be divided, how can itftand ? 

A s all things different are not oppofite, 
no more is all diftin&ion a factious divifion, 
and deftru&ive to the being of a government* 
All you make up one parliament ; perfonal 
quarrels may rain you, but perfonal diftinc- 
tions will not. Contrarities mutually expel 
each other out of the fame fubjeft by courfe 
of nature ; things difperate do not. 

Since therefore a Popi/h inquifitionhhax* 
barous and odious; fubferibing to general 
forms and opinions dangerous and ineffectual ; 
uniting mens minds into one religion impoffi- 
ble; and no liberty granted upon penalties \ 
what other way is left to unite, but to allow 
each church its feveral way of worfhip ? 
Which kindufage, with moderate endeavours, 
and not impofing general opinions, may in 

time 
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-time (as it was of old) fo far prevail with them 
t:o reconcile the differences among themfelves, 
-that at laflthey may arrive to mutual comma* 
Tu<m, tho* not to an exaft uniformity. 

Thus the Millenaries of old> and fifths 
monarchy men, communicated with the other 
Chriflians\ and fo it was with Mr. Mede and 
the church of England. Thus the baptized 
Cbriftians and the Andbaptifts (*) made up 
one church. Thus the Judaizing Cbriftians 
and Gentiles communicated together : So did 
the Arians( b ) and Trinitarians. 

And methinks it is odd» that the church 
of England fhould fuffer our tutelar faint to 
be StMeorge ( c ), ihsxArian biftiop, and yet 
not allow the communion of any favour to 
an Anabaptifti or Fifth-tnonarcbijt, 

Such a communion* I fay* were to be 
wifhed ; and the only way we can hope for 
at prefent to unite us, is ( d ), to allow each 
church its feveral way of worlhip, they main- 
taining their minifters: Ail reproachful lan- 
guage* and odious confequences impofed up- 

(*) As Teltullian, ^asUnzen* the emperors Con- 
ftantine and Valentinian. 
' (*) Eufebros. . 
( c ) As Calvin faith, v. poftfcript to the fecond tettet* 
(*) Conftantine, and the fubfequent emperors, main" 
tained at their charge, the variety of religions, priejti 
and facrifices ; As there had been at Antioch one apoftli 
for the Jews, and \ another for the Gentiles \ fo then 
were afterwards in the Jame city, beftdes the different 
heathen priejh, bijhops to the Novatians, Arians, Dona- 
tiih and Catholics* 

P on 
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On each party, as well as odious names be- 
ing prohibited j as were the names of here- 
tic and fchifmatic by queen Elizabeth. 

This courfe has fucceeded well; for un- 
der it religion grew; and whilft religion was 
no man's interejt, it was fcarce any man's 
hypocrify : When truth had no other recom- 
mendations but its naked felf, fuch as em- 
braced it did it cordially. 

Nor was it ever demonftratcd, or can be, 
that the ufe of this liberty did diredtly and 
neceflarily introduce (uchfa&ions as are in- 
confiftent with any government or monarchy. 
And if it were only the abufe of it, let us 
look to that ; fince the church of England fo 
often inculcates to us, that propter abujum 
non ejl tollendus ufusi For that were like 
the forbiding the (*) Scythians to plant vines, 
becaufe wine might make them drunk. 

T o conclude all therefore, let us in our 
law be as tender of men's confidences, as our 
common law is of their lives ; which takes 
care rather that a thoufand criminals fhould 
efcape, than, one innocent be deftroyed. 

( c ) Arillotle condemns that parahgtjm of Anach^rfis. 
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NUMB. XXV. 

-Mentiri nefcio. Librum, 



Si malm ejl^ nequeo fondafe.- 

Juvfeh.Sat. 3* 

THE reverend and learned Dn Waterlani 
obferves, in his late difcourfe of funda- 
mentals (*), that we have almo/l as many dif- 
ferent rules for determining fundamentals, as 
there are different fefts or parties ; and that^ 
which might otberwife ferve, if all men were 
reafonable> to end all differences, has itfelf bejni 
loo often made one principal bone of contention. 
This is a very true and judicious remark, 
which had the Doctor kept in continual vie w* 
he would not* I prefqme, have thrown a- 
mongft us new bones of contention, by giv- 
ing us an account of all the articles of his 
town creed, and modefily ftamping every onfe 
of them with the indelible charaSler of a 
{^fundamental verity. 

Bu t notwithstanding tht( { )clbuds and dark* 
ftefs which perverje dijputers have at any time 
taifed about the do&rine of fundamentals, 
the Do&or affirms, (') that there is certainly 

(«)p.7- ( r )p^4. (•)* 7* WP*8. 
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a way of clearing it from all reafonable ex- 
ceptions, however difficult it may be to come at 
that way \ and the better to clear it, explains 
the ratio of a fundamental truth in this man- 
ner ( v ). A fundamental doSlrine, fayShe, is 
fucb a doBrine, as is in ftrift fenfe of the 
e (fence of cbrijlianity , without which, the 
whole building and fuperftruSiure.muJi fall; 
the belief of which is necejjary to the very 
being of cbrijlianity. 

This is his definition of a fundamental 
in the abftraB view, as fixed in the nature of 
things, and as it hath relation to the article of 
church communion. But I apprehend, that 
upon examinati0n we (hall find, that 

This definition explains juft nothing at 
all ; ^nd tho* the reverend Do&or pretends to 
clear the point ( w ) and fettle it upon a rational 
foot , yet he leaves the matter juft as it was, 
and hath not fcattered any of thofe clouds, 
with which, he complains, perverfe dijputers 
have darkened it. For what is his defining 
a fundamental dodtrine to be fucb a doftrine 
as is in Jtrift fenfe of the ejfence of chrijlanity, 
any thing more than faying, that z funda- 
mental doftrine of chriftianity is an ejential 
doStrine of chriftianity? And doth the word 
efjential convey a more clear and determinate 
fenfe than the word fundamental? And when 
he adds, without which the whole building and 
fuperftruBure mufl fall, is it any thing but 

.Hp.14. Op.7. 

affirming, 
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affirming, that a fundamental do&rine is a 
foundation do&rine, and that a houfe mull 
have a foundation to fupport it ? But is this to 
define ? Or doth the learned world need to be 
told by the acute Dr. Waterland^ that a build- 
ing can't ftand without a foundation ? *Tis true, 
that the fettling an houfe upon a foundation, 
is fettling it upon a rational or folid foot, and 
the Do&or (hall have the glory of explaining 
this ratio of building houfes, and fixing this 
certain rule whereby to difcover or determine 
what kind of houfes and fuperftrudtures are 
regularly built. But that to affirm a funda- 
mental do&rine is an ejfential one, or a foun- 
dation one, without which the fuperftrufture 
can't ftand, is the fame thing as to explain the 
ratio of a fundamental truth, and to fix a cer- 
tain rule to difcover and determine what doc- 
trines and pofitions properly fail under fuch 
denomination, will never be allowed the Doc- 
tor, till he is pleafed to (hew that the word 
ejfential is eafier to fee underftood than the 
word fundamental; or that there is any dif- 
ference between a fundamental and a founda- 
tion doSlrine. 

He adds, the belief of which is necejfary 
to the very being of cbrijlianity y like the frji 
principles of any art or fcience. So that the 
definition comes at laft to this : That a fun* 
damental do&rine is ftriSly an eflential, foun- 
dation and neceflary dodtrine of chriftianity. 
But what new difcovery is there in all this I 
Is this ratio ofafundamentaltruth the happy 
offspring of the Do&or's penetration and judg- 
P 3 ment 
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ment$ and worthy all thatfolemn apparatus 
with which he introduces it to his reverend 
brethren? He tells them of ( a ) Lord Verulam^ 
judgment about fundamentals, of the fubje&'s 
hwi&g pafjed through many learned and judicious 
bands, moft of them complaining of perplexities 
in it, all bearing tejlimony to the importance 
of it. He accurately obferves to them the 
juft diminutions between ( b ) ejfentials and «>- 
cumfiantiah ; fundamentals and extrafunda* 
mentals ; and between fundamentals and non- 
fundamentals ; afierts that there is in fcrip- 
ture and reafon jujficient ground for thefc 
jdiftin&ions ; that the ( c ) primitive churches 
bad them all along in their eye, and that ( d ) 
we need not wonder if much pains has been 
taken to perplex and entangle it. But tho 9 
ferverfe dijputers may ?aife clouds and dark- 
'nefs, and wranglers may contrive a thoufand 
ways to perplex and entangle the cleared rule ; 
yet as to himlelf, he'll for once fettle the 
point upon ( e ) a rational foot, clear it up fa 
far as will fuffice the honefi and reajonable part 
yf mankind, and fo explain the ratio of a fun- 
damental truth, as to fix for the fatartfomt 
certain rule todijeoveror determine what kind 
of do&rines or portions properly fall under Juch 
denomination* And then comes out this me- 
inorable definition : 

Reverend Brethren, 

u A fundamental dp&rine is fc>f the cf* 
*? fence of chriftianity, and like a foundation 

(!)P-2. (*)P.4« ( e )p.6. (')p. 7 . («)p.r 4 . 
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c< to a houfe, without which the fuper* 
** ftru&ure muft fall ; and fo like the firft 
<€ principles of an art or fcience, that it is 
cc neceflary to the being of chriftianity " 
Or, in other words, a fundamental do&rine 
is an efiential, foundation, neceflary doc- 
trine of chriftianity. 

Scire tuum nihil eft > nifi tefcire hoc fetal alter ? 

What is there in this definition, more 
than putting one hard word for another ? But 
fuppofing that it gives a diftinft notion of a 
fundamental dodtrine, yet how will it end dif- 
ference^ and take away the bones of contention 
out of the chriftian church ? Have the main 
differences amongft chriftians been about the 
meaning of the word fundamental, or about 
the doctrines that have come under that de- 
nomination? Let the fenfe of the word be as 
explicit as it can he made, how will it make 
any alteration in mens judgments about thofe 
principles to which it hath been, or may be 
• applied? The Dodfcor himfelf hath given us a 
lift of fome of his fundamentals, under feven 
heads, which drawn out into proper particu- 
lars will make about fevenfcore. But doth 
the good man imagine, that by his definition 
of the word fundamental, all chriftians will 
allow all his dodlrines to be fo, which he hath 
modeftly chrifiened by that name? If not, the 
bones of contention will ftill remain. 

B u t the definition itfelf is abfurd, and 
contradictory to his own principles. Q Afun- 

P 4 damental 
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-damental doElrine, fays he, is neceffary t* the 
very being of cbriftianity. In agreement 
with this he farther affirms, that ^funda- 
mentals and necejfaries coincide, and are in- 
deed the fame thing. They mull be fo, and 
cannot be otherwife. And yet he makes a 
diftin&ion between fundamentals and neceffa- 
ries y making fundamentals of a ( h ) fioceade* 
t ermine d nature \ as much (is chrijtianity it/effl 
?ind neceflaries of an indeterminate variable 
nature, and (*) therefpre not capable of being 
reduced to to one rule or meafure. As tho* 
what was necefiary to the very being of 
cbriftianity, was not to all perfons, and upon 
fill accounts, as qeceffary a? what is fundamen- 
tal to it, 

I am fenfibje the Podtpr will deny, that 
the belief of all do&rineSj which are necefla- 
ry tp the very being of cbriftianity, are ne- 
peflary to falvation, ^nd that this is the reafop 
of his diftin&ion between fundamentals antjl 
necejjaries. Agreeable to this h? notes, that 
( k ) tbo 9 the fcripture fays pbfolutely> he thjt 
believeth not (hall be darnn'd, yet 'tis plain 
f hat fuc^ forms of exprefjion are always tp b* 
ynderftood with grains of allowance for in? 
vincible ignorance, or unavoidable infirmity. 
And yet, as if the Po&or had forgot hiarfelf, 
pr thought t\iefe grqiqs of allowance too many, 
Jie tells us in another place Q, Itmay per* 
fops be jujllyfaid, tb$t in a general way, all 
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itJhe ejfhttiah of the go/pel are declared to be 
isiECESSARY to salvation in one Jingle 
*ext, which declares the belief of thegoftelne- 
^ejfary : He that believcth it not, (hall be 
damn'd. He adds, What are the ejfential ar- 
ticle^ mufi be learned from other places: But 
whatever they an \ they are here declared to be 
iiecejfary, viz. to (alvation. If then all the 
eflentials of the gofpel are declared by Chrift, 
in a general way, to be neceflary to falvation, 
how do abftradt and relative fundamentals, 
or fundamentals and neceflaries really differ? 
Fundamentals are by his definition, eflential 
and neceflary to the very being of chriftianity, 
and all effentials are declared by Chrift, ne- 
ceflary to falvation; and by confequence 
what is abftra&edly fundamental, muft be re- 
latively fo too ; and therefore mens different 
capacities and opportunities can never make 
neceflaries vary more than fundamentals, be- 
caufe they are of the fame importance, both 
to chriftianity and falvation. 

Ixmuftteconfefled, that theDo&or'sdi- 
ftin&ion of abjlraSt and relative fundamentals, 
or his allowance, that men may be faved by the 
covenant mercies of God, whom the church 
may rejeSi from her communion, intirely de- 
ftroys all the force and terrors of church-ex- 
communication, and hath z great femblance 
of charity: But I cannot help at the fame 
time wondering at this learned divine's con- 
duct, who thus lends his kind afliftance to 
men yriiQ deny do&rincs necejfary to the very 

being 
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being of chriftianity, by fettirtg before them 
the poffibility of falvation, ana comforting 
them with the hopes of covenant mercy ; at 
the fame time that he pleads for the lawful- 
nefs of excluding from communion his chris- 
tian brethren, be they never fo diligent and 
honeft in their inquiries, if they happen not 
to agree with, him in his metaphyseal neceffa- 
ries ; and lays down fuch rules about funda- 
mentals, which, if put in pra&ice, muft di- 
vide the chriftian church into endlefi parties, 
without a poffibility of reconciling them. 

Were I to follow the didates of my 
reafbn, without regarding the dodtrines of 
men, or the behaviour of the different feds 
of chriftians towards one another, I fhould 
think, that thofe whom I dare, riot exclude 
for their errors from the poffibility of obtain- 
ing the chriftian falvation, I fhould not dare 
to exclude from the benefit of chriftian com- 
munion. Which is the greater bleffiug, to 
receive the facrament with a particular party 
of chriftians, or to. obtain the chriftian &lva~ 
tion ? If there i£ a poffibility of their having 
the greater, why fhould it be impoflible for 
them to have the Ids? A chriftian erring in 
fundamentals, may find acceptance with God; 
why then fhould he be rejected and treated 
.without mercy by men ? It we ( m ) carit make 
any certain judgment as to particular men, 
either with reJpeB to their bepds mr their 

(*) P- ». 
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ttrfr, what right have we to expel them 
om communion, when their hearts may be 
"fcaoneft, merely for the fake of the weaknefs 
of their heads? 

The Do&or allows ( n ), that God will have 
regard in judgment to invincible ignorance, 
incapacity, or infirmity. .Yea, he hath un- 
covenanted mercies for pagans and infidels 
themfelves, and allows covenanted mercy for 
fuch as err fundamentally with an bonefi mind, 
thro' fome unavoidable infirmity or incapacity, 
find declares that fuch are not chargeable with 
fin, bat that God will accept them according 
to what they have, or might have. Would 
not one imagine that this gracious equitable 
conduit of the great God towards honeft 
tho* miftaken men, (hould be a pattern for 
the church, and worthy of her imitation ? 
No. Mercy is the attribute of God, but unre- 
lenting rigour is the gloty of the church. God 
will ad as a companionate father, but church 
governors muft ad as tyrants. For he ex- 
prefsly fays (°), God will have regard in judg- 
ment to invincible ignorance, incapacity, in* 
firmity. But men ought to have no regard to 
them, in fettling the terms of communion. 

Awake O ye G ■ / , S—~-ks, and 

H — es, the venerable fathers of our Pro- 
teftant church ! See how the equity of the 
almighty God is rejected as a pattern for 
your behaviour! See how ye are excited to 

(?) p, 61. mte 5. (°) j>. 61, 6a* 
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v become cruel tajk+majlers over the iubje£fcs of 
your great mafter, and to pay no regard to 
invincible ignorance, incapacity and infirmi- 
ty in the chriftian flock. "Tis allowed ex* 
prefely by this reverend divine, that a chri- 
ftian may err fundamentally with an honeft 
mind, and as fuch not be excluded from co- 
venant mercies : And yet he excites you to 
treat fuch a one as a diflioneft perfon, as tho* 
he were abfolutely ejiranged from the cove- 
nant ofpromife, and incapable of falvation. 
He calls on you, reverend fathers, as the go*, 
vernors of the church, to execute the cenfures 
of the church againft him, and without once 
fuppofing that his errors are invincible, or 
making the leaft allowances to the prejudices 
of an honeft mind, to make ufe of the fame 
expedients, as tho' you were certain that bis 
error is conquerable, and the party capable of 
cure, i.e. to pronounce him cut off from 
the church of God, tho* he allows that he 
may be an object of the covenanted mercy 
of God.* 

But can this be a * rule of a revelation 
that is really from the God of mercy ? Can 
this be a rule of conduit to take place a~ 
mongft the followers of the humble Jefus ? 
The rule is: Cenfure, condemn, excommu- 
nicate, rejedt from chriftian communion, 
and declare cut off from the covenant mer- 
cy of God, .the man that the governors of 
the church fajf errs fundamentally. He may 
indeed be an honeft man, his errors may be 

invincibly 
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invincible, and God hereafter may accept 
liim upon the terms of the chriftian cove- 
nant. Trifling confiderations thefe, and un- 
worthy the regards of the governors of the 
church. His honefty be to himfelf, and his 
falvation with God. The governors of the 
church are neither to fuppofe the one, nor 
trouble themfelves about the other* Enfe re~ 
cidendum eft. The fhorteft way is the beft. 
Cut him down ; he is a cumberer of the ground. 
The fpiritual fword muft be drawn, and cu- 
rable or incurable, immediate vengeance mud 
take place. 

But from what part of our Saviour's con- 
dud, or that of his apoftles, from what one 
rule of the gofpel, or canon of fcripture, 
doth this fundamental divine deduce this moft 
excellent do&rine ? How will he prove that 
the moft equitable procedure of God in judg- 
ing men hereafter, is to be no guide to church 
governors in their dealing with chriftians 
now ? Or that we are never to fuppofe that 
miftaken men may be honeft, and their pre- 
judices invincible ? or that a perfbn hath no 
right to chriftian communion, who, we have 
reafonto think, may have a title to the chri- 
ftian falvation, and be finally received of 
<5od? 

Would it not have become this reverend 
gentleman, to have at leaft once confidered 
thofe words of St. Paul(*)} Who art thou 
that judgeft another man's Jervant? To his t 

(*) Ram. xiv. 4. 
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Qwnmafter bejiandeth arfalletb. Tea, bejhaU 
be bolden up : for God is obit to make bin* 
fiand. The very fuppofition that God might 
make him ftand is urged by this apoflle as a 
reafonwhymen, fhould receive him, andafe* 
ftain from judging him* Dr. Waterland is of 
a quite contrary opinion, and fays ('), A man 
Jhall be accepted according to what he bath, or 
might have, and that this is agojpelrule, and 
Jo makes a part vfibe cbriftian covenant ; but 
yet pleads, that church governors are to judge 
and cenfure him, and in fpite of his own 
honefty, and God's accepting him, to cut 
him off from church communion. 

(*)p.6i. 
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* ■ ■ ■ - Exfumo dare lucem 
Cogitate ut fpeciofa dehincmiraculapromaL 

HorAtv 

DR. Waterland having grievoufly com* 
plained about the clouds and dark- 
flefs with which perverfe difputers have per* 

Slexed and entangled the quemon about tun- 
amentals, without clearing it himfelfj and 
having defined a fundamental do&rine with- 
out 
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out explaining it, advances to the next ftep, 

"which, as he tells us, bears an immediate con- 

**e&ion with the former; viz. ( r ) That fucb 

do&rines as are found to be intrinjical or effen- 

tialto the chriftian covenant, are fundamental 

truths. 

I confess my felf fo unhappy, as to fee 
neither the advance, nor the connexion. His 
definition is, a fundamental dodrine is fuch 
a one as is of the e fence of chriftianity. His 
next ftep is, that fuch dodtrines as are found 
to be effential to the cbrifiian covenant, are 
fundamental. Now if the cbrifiian covenant 
is the fame with chriftianity, then the Doc- 
tor's next ftep is the very fame with hisftrft, 
and he advances, without moving a fingle 
point. 

If by the cbrifiian covenant he means 
fomething different from chriftianity, or 
chriftianity formed into any particular fchemc 
or fyftem by the wifdom of tnc church, then, 
tho' his definition of a fundamental fhould be 
allowed good, yet it will by no means follow, 
that doctrines found effential to the chriftian. 
covenant are fundamental truths, i. e. that 
doftrines effential to fomething different from 
chriftianity, or to feme particular fyftemsof 
chriftianity, are fundamental dodtrincs of the 
chriftian religion; becaufe that which is dif- 
ferent from chriftianity cannot be of its ef* 
fence, and becaufe particular fyftems formed 

by 
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by men are oftentimes found to be really dif- 
ferent from the true chriftian fyftem. 

Christianity is unqueftionably called 
a covenant in the new teftament writings ^ 
but then 'tis ever ufedin a metaphorical ancJ 
figurative fenfe ; either to fignify the divine 
condefcenfion and the readinefe of God tore- 
ceive men to his favour, or to reprefent to them 
the certainty of their obtaining the bleffings 
promifed to the belief of, and obedience to, 
the gofoeh But to run divifions upon meta- 
phorical expreffions, and to build fundamen- 
tal dodtrines. upon fuch a foundation, is not 
to proceed with clearnefs, but (it ftill in un- 
certainty and darknefs. 

Had the word JWrnubeen always trans- 
lated a teftament) then the Dpfto^s defini- 
tion muft, have run, fuch doSlrines as are 
intrinfkaly or ejfential to the chriftian tefta- 
ment \ are fundamental truths ; and he would 
have been more particular in {hewing us the 
fcveral articles of a teftament. i. A Tefta- 
tor. 2. Legatees. 3. Witnejes. 4. Ex*- 
cutors. 5. Codicil. 6. Probate. 7. Proc» 
tors and Judges; and argued, L doubt not, 
that the clergy were appointed jure divino 
to be thofe pro&ors and judges in the fpiritual 
court or church. But tho' chriftianity may 
well be called a covenant and teftament > be- 
caufe in fome refpeft it refembles both, yet 
is it the beft way of forming a diftinft judg- 
ment of the do&rines of it, to confider it 
under figurative reprefentations ? Can the 

notions 
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notions of a covenant or teftament be in all 
refpedts applied tochriftianky? The Doctor 
I am fure knows they can't ; and therefore as 
fomewhat that is effential to a covenant may 
not agree to chriftianity, the deriving the e£ 
ientials of chriftianity from the confederation 
of it as a covenant, can't be the way to clear 
up and determine, but to perplex and en* 
tangle. 

The Doctor's exprefiion, fuch doSlrines 
as are to be found intrinfical, is ftill more" 
obfeure and intricate than the other. To be 
found: Where, and by whom? Inthefcrip- 
ture ?^ No. The Doftor hath declared the 
icriptures to be an infufficient rule in this cafe, 
and won't allow either our Saviour or his 
apoftles to have decided the cafe. For he 
exprefsly fays ( r ), 9 Tis certain^ that whatever 
fcripture bath exprefsly declared necejfary, or 
commanded us to believe, under pain of dam- 
nation, or of exclufionfrom chrijlian communi- 
on > that is fundamental. But it is not true $ 
on the other hand, that whatever fcripture has 
not fo bound upon us, is not fundamental, i. e* 
that may be a fundamental do&rine necefTa- 
ry to falvation and chriflian communion* 
which the fcriptures have not declared io. 

Th is dodtrine of the Do&or's is contrary 
to the articles of the church q( England, 
which the Do&or hath folemnly fubfcribedl 
The 6th article exprefsly affirms, that holy 

(Vp. 3M9. 
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fcripture containeth all things necefary to/ah 
vation, Jo that wbatjbeveris not read therein f 
nor may be proved thereby \ is not to be re* 
quired of any man that it Jhould be beluved 
as an article of the faith > or be thought requi* 
Jite or necejfary tofahation. And agreeable, 
to this, the 20th article declares, that as the 
church ought tyt to declare any thing A-* 
gainst holy writ, Jo besides the fame* 
ought it not to enforce any thing to be be~ 
lieved for the necejjity of fahation. Lathei 
declares ( s ), Extra feu fupra oerbum Dei 
nulla fides fubfijtere potefl ; there can be m 
faith without or beyond the word of God. And 
when the Papijls affirmed, that Chrift had 
not taught alt things, but left many things 
to be taught and commanded) lie CaihitQ)? 
execrabilis impudent i a Pontificiorum j the ex- 
ecrable impudence of the Papijls. 

Bu r if ado&rine may be thus found bc- 
ceflary to falvation and communion* which 
the fcriptures have not declared fo, by what 
fether authority mult we be determined in fo 
important an affair ? What, by ctouncil*ai»d fa- 
thers? Luther would have treated fact a 
propofid with contempt! and would have 
boldly affirmed, that to take the Decenaries 
of falvation from them, or any men* would 
be (*} derogare gloriee ChrifH^ verbumqut e* 
jttsfpemere, & pedibus comukare y to derogate 
fhm the glory of Cbrijl^ to defptfs bis worJ> 
and trampttit under foot. 

(•) Sick 1. 3. § 20. C) Ibid. § 30. (*) Ibid. 

If 
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1 * Councils and fathers Are hot to find out 
fundamentals for tit, to whom muft we 
haw reoourfe to find mi this tteafore ? Why 
I prefume tha priefts muft/«i them out fot 
themfelve*, and then the people feek lnftruc« 
tiort from theif mouths. And this is the 
DocWs humble opinion, For lie tells us, 

(•) 1%t church muft judge - 'what is fun* 

damental to the chrifiiafl fabric. This h* 
explains fben after, by faying^), men-^Jet* 
tUng the term of communion % and thefe men 
are church governors, and thefe church go* 
vcrnort art the arcbdcscm *f Middkfex and 
tb* Middtefist eltrgy, For thus that gentle- 
man speaks to them ( 1 ), Homing thus, my re-* 
wrttid brethrthi examined, &g« I may tmt 
return to the rule before laid down. By tbit 
rule, I humbly conceive, wb may, ivifb 
JUjfUient certainty > fix the terms of communion 
iriih the federal denominations of ehHfiians* 
And in my turn, I Very humbly conceive^ 
that if the Do&of and his oksrgy will lettle 
theft terms only over a bottle of tmne^ of 
Within the compafc of a college chamber t of 
between themfelve* at an Eafier vlfitdtion, 
without giving the world any further troubla 
about them; the feveral denominations of 
ehfiftfeifls will have nothing to objaft agaiflft 
k> nor envy him or them the pleafure of coft^ 
tefllplatiflg their own abilities, and applaud- 
ing their projects for fixing the terms of 
Church communion. But if the afcfcdte- 

C) P- 60. (•) p. 6l. (») p. 62. 

Q^2 " «c* 
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con humbly conceives, that he, and his cler- 
gy, (hall be allowed authoritatively to Jix 
the terms of communion for the feveral de- 
nominations of chriftians, how great an o- 
pinion foever they may have of his humility* 
I am perfuaded they will deny, his right of 
claim, and fcarce allow him fit for the work* 
if they may judge by his /ample of fun- 
damentals. 

» And indeed, before the Doctor fets up for 
himfelf, he (hould (hew from fcripture fome 
warrant for any church governors to exe- 
cute this truft of finding out the fundamen- 
tals of chriftian communion for all, or any 
denominations of chriftians. He mull know 
that this will be denied him by all confijlent 
Proteftants ; and that it was the claim and 
exercife of this power that occafioned the 
confufions and perfections in the church after 
Conjlantines days, and that was the rife, and 
is to this day the fupport of popery. 

If fome church governors muft fettle 
terms of communion for all other chriftians, 
why fhould we depart from . the church of 
Rome, which claims it, and hath for many, 
ages exercifedit? It hath at \e&(k.a< right of 
prejeription, and I know no other reafon. why 
theDodtor fhould not allow it upon his prin- 
ciples but one ; viz. becaufe he is not a mem- 
ber, or one of the governors of that church 
fcimfelf. 

. . J$ u T if, the Dodtor will choofc to (ay, that 
the governors of each particular church are 

the 
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the pcrfons who arc to jind out the terms of 
communion for the christian laity, I (hould 
think it proper, that he (hould produce an 
authentic command for the laity to makefuch 
a refgnation of their faith and continences to 
their lords and matters the clergy : Other- 
wife, thinking men will treat the do&rihe 
with fcorn. He ought alfo to vindicate the 
reformation which was introduced contrary 
to the leave, and in oppojition to the com- 
mand of thofe who were then the governors 
of the church. He ought alfo to prove, that 
the governors of the church have a right to 
eftablifli oppofite and contradictory dodtrines; 
contradictory both to themfelves, and to chri- 
ftianity, as terms of communion, /. e. that 
the governors of Socinian, Arian, Armim\ 
an, Calvinift, Papifty Protejlant churches, 
have a right to fettle their peculiar doctrines, 
tho* in many inftances contrary to each other, 
as terms of communion for the laity under 
them, and to apply fuch church cenfures as 
may carry injtru3hn and admonition along 
with them, and to make ufe of the fame expedi- 
ents towards thofe whom they feverally judge 
erroneous, as tf they were certain the parties 
were all capable of cure. 

B u t is not this fchemc, for fettling the 
point of fundamentals upon a rational foot, 
which is fubjedt to this and a thoufand other 
difficulties, a curious invention, and a hope- 
ful expedient ? A fcheme, that profeffedty 
excludes the only infallible rule from dete^ 
0^3 mining 
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mining the point, and put* this great «ffair 
jntp the hands of a certain fet $f men, «s*U-» 
td f^r^ governors \ who, if one may judg4 
py th$ir paft cpndu£r, appear tob§, p>f all 
ptherc, the mpft unfit for dsw difcharge of 
fueh & work, ap4 who have sUw#ys &etFay'4 
their ignorance, fuperfHtion, pride, partial** 
ty, and other indications oft weak and fal- 
lible roipd, whenever they have attempted it, 
A fcheme, that leaves the gofpel of our Hle£» 
fed Saviour a poor, un/hapen* and iropeffe^fc 
thing, (kfe&ivecven in the for^menUls of 
falvfttionapd communion s and that needs to 
hecontinuaUy^/(?^</tnd botched, lcfien&d 
or ipjarged, altered«r amended, juftas tb@& 
Jfeiritval jobber j think £t ; or a* the r j/£ #«&/ 
/*// pf their ftock beil Cults their iotsreft, 
and ambition. 

, For the Doftor, not content with giving 
1« a long lift of fundamentals, (evem! 0/ then* 
©bfajre, general, and iwdetermined, *n4 
fych as. no onedeppmjpatian pf cbtf&WP wiJl 
fo much as allow to be angles of rfiri#i»0»* 
ty* yet to keep w in pain, aed that th* 
gbnrch governors, may never wajjt frnploy* 
foent j tejls us, he hath rcferved agr«lt »**▼ 
ny more of them in pstfo, (p, 84., 25,) ra$# 
»^ eaftfy be 4rawn eut by the fame rub as 
tften as Mwfion jkall require, and that ft it 
wit weJJ'ary t9 exhibit any tmpUat tat&kgm 
?f fundamentals, But that m pfeyficians can 
give aempetent lift (f the efenti*U vf human- 
life, fo dtvhtes fan Jptfifi feveral tfj'attial vf- 

rities 



N p 26. ^ Old Whig. 231 
rities with unerring certainty > and have cer* 
tain rules whereby to judge \ las occafion offer s, 
of any others. 

I don't like thcfe dealers in Jjxcifics. 
The pretending to them in phytic is gene- 
rally a fign of Quackery. If divines have a 
certain and infallible Recife to fettle fun*, 
daraentals, the caufe of truth, and the peace 
of the chrifjian church demand that it (hould 
be applied ; and nothing but the application 
can be a proof, that the pretenders to it are 
not cheats. The Do&or boafts of his uni* 
vcrfal remedy in any quejiion about church 
communion, berefy, febifm and the like ; and 
declares his rule tp be certain > tho> not taught 
him by infpiration, nor drawn from infpirsd 
writers. This arcanum in divinity is his own 
lucky invention, which, like Ithuriets fpear, 
no fooner touches a doctrine, but it imme- 
diately difcovers its nature, and {hews whe- 
ther it be right fterling or counterfeit. 

How fortunate is this difcovery for the 
prefent and future ages of the chriftian church, 
and what rewards are due to the happy genius 
to whom we owe it ! It is not indeed a dif- 
covery to unite our differences, and fettle the 
feveral denominations of chriftians in one 
communion. No. The Dodoes certain rule 
is a rule to inftrud: church governours when 
and whom to excommunicate ; to invent new 
fundamentals, and multiply Terms of com- 
munion as the clergy mall find occafion, 
that the feveral denominations of chriftians 
q 3 may 
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may never keep the unity of the Spirit in the bc?zz*£ 
tf peace. Yea, 'tis a rule to {^receive bci£ 
not continue the fame perfon as a member of 
the chriftian church ; to allow him baptifiw 
and chriftian fellowfhip^ but not to give hiirz 
41 right all along to chriftian felowfhip. Th« 
clergy may find occafion for new funda- 
mentals befides thofe which gave him aright 
of being received as a member of the church ! 
and if they do, he muft not continue a mem« 
ber unlefs, he fubrnit to them, /. e. 'Tis in 
the clergies breafts to receive and rejedk a 
man from church communion at their plea- 
fure, and to make any thing, every thing, 
that they (hall think proper, fundamental to 
fiich communion, 

I f this be fo, church communion would 
be both a whimfkal afld precarious thing ; 
and as it might be fo eafily forfeited, a wife 
man would give himfelf little trouble about 
it. But as this ^dodrine of fundamentals hath 
as little foundation in reafon as in fcripture, 
^n honeft chriftian, who fincerely endea-* 
vours to know and do the will of God, need 
pot he in any pain for the cenfures of fallible 
and peevifh divines ; and fince Dr. Water* 
land allows that God may receive him, tho' 
he doth not believe his fundamentals, he may 
fit down very contented if the Archdeacon of 
Middlefex (hould not own him for a chri-. 
ftian ? nor admit him to communion wit}) 
himfelf and his brethren the clergy. 

' - NUMB. 
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To the OLD WHIG. 
SIR, 

THE underwritten letter was fent about 
two months paft tothebifhop of Lwr- 
don ; but as I find that no regard is paid to it, 
fo I fend it you as proper to have a place in 
your paper ; the matter of complaint is what 
I think muft give offence to all confident Pro- 
teftants, and be the caufe of great triumph to 
their adveriaries. 

My Lord, Augiiftb, 1735. 

AS you have fhewn great zeal in the di£ 
charge of the duties of your paftoral 
office, fo I hope you'll thktk x what I have 
to offer is not unworthy of yopr notice. Be- 
ing lately at the church of St. James Clerken- 
well, I obferved an altar-piece newly erefted, 
which gave me great offence, as I find it 
does many befides : The ' virgin Mary is 
painted with Chrift in her arms, in the front, 

with 



3|* TfoCHDWwra. M° *t* 

with Mofes and ./forai on each fide, as her 
proper guard. I wifh yoyr lordfhip vjroujd. 
takca view of this aewwork, which, in my 
judgment, is the reproach of Proteftantifin, 
j and very new aHy'd to ipiagps, which we fo 

| juftly condemn in the church of Rome. And 

9S fuch fopperies are now growing upon us 
(and fuch as the common people were in all 
ages, as w*U »s tjie prefer*, toofond of ) fb 
I doubt not but you'll order its reipoval, and 
not fuflfer any of the like kind, either {here, 
or in any other church, within your juri£- 
<fc&ion. My lord, if people wilf hav» &** 
OMPCQtf in that place, t think the coromaad- 
nrn&i w *& tte &&$> »wd the lord's prayer, 
qre only what they flwpld be indulg'd in. 
Pi&Ke* (however 4ig»ify'd ordiftin§j»tfhed) 
ottwaliy tend to great fijperftitiop, and to 
Ufa peoples nwndj fam what fhould be the 
fubjecfc of their thoughts during the lime of 
divine fervice; and were therefore, no lefs 
than images, condemn'd and rejected at the 
reformation ; jdl which your lordfhip l^too 
f?nfible of, to want any information. I (halt 
therefore give you no farther trouble, h»L 
depend, that you will put a flop to this grow, 
ing evil ^ which will eff&tualiy convince the 
World, that you are in earneft for the Pwr 
teftant caufe. Bat if no care is taken to pre- 
vent fuch fluifance* in religion, people, that 
think on fuch matters, will have top much 
reafoQ for concluding, that the reformed «- 
li|ipn is almoft <at ae low an <bb at homt, 

a* 
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se it has "been for fome Years afcrpad. I 
am, 

THOMAS WATSON, 

I canjjot take upon nje to (ay, what 
has been the reafon, why the right reverend 
prtfate, to whom this letter was addreffed, 
ms npt hitherto thought fit to comply with 
■Mr. W*— *s requeft. JPerfjaps the church of 
St. J ernes Ckrkenwell is exempt from his 
JLiOj-dfliip's jurifdidHon : Or fomp circupiftanee 
or other may ipake it irregular for his Lord- 
(hip at prefent to interpose in this aflair, in 
the manner here defired. I offer thefe con- 
jectures, becaufe I cannot ea/iiy beperfuad- 
ed, that his Lordfhip does approve pf thefc 
kinds of decorations, or thjtt he defircs tp 
CWBtenance or encourage the puttipg, or the 
keeping, them up in any of the churchy 
that afe under his inipedtion ao4 care. 

Tbi? humemr of placing pictures k\ 
pUces flf public wprftiip, »$ helps to ^evotitm % 
J6 Uttte fyited to the plain and manly fpirit 
of chrifiianity. The primitive chrj/Nnns^n^ 
their cbuffbas were auite unacquafrited with 
all ornaments of this nature. The firft 
pntferf agaioft the church of Rpme esprefc'd 
e great indigattioft ag*ioft item? And reo 

kea'd 
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kon'd them atriong her moft grofs corrup- 
tions. 

A late excellent prelate of pur churpfo, 
never to be mentioned or thought of with- 
out the higheft regard, has, in a -very free 
and moft agreeable manner, let the world 
know his fentiments on this head. The late 
right reverend Dr. William Fleetwood, bifliop 
firft of St. Afaph) and afterwards of Efy % was 
never accounted an enemy to any decency and 
order ; that was confiftent with a becoming 
concern for the Prottfiant religion, and a 
zealous attachment to the Proteftant JucceJJi- 
m in his prefent Majefty's moft auguft houfe. 
To thefe he was a uniform, unfufpedted, and 
declared friend ; He was fo at all times, but 
nevermore remarkably fo, than at a feafon, 
whenprofeffionsof zeal, either for the Pro- 
teftant fuccejji<m y or the Prat eft ant religion^ 
were not thought the neareft, or fureft^ way 
to preferment In a little pamphlet, weU 
known to have been wrote by him, tho* pub- 
li(hed without his name^ the seader may fee 
( a ) that this truly great man thought the prac- 
tice which Mr. W, complains of, to be of a 
very unjuftifiable nature, of a very danger- 
ous tendency, and likely to be attended with 
very mifchievous confequences 5 and that he 
judged, that any private chriftian, who en- 
deavoured to prevent, or put a ftop to inno- 

(•) A letter to an 'inhabitant of the parijb of St. An- 
drews, Holhourn, about now ceremonies tu the. cbutxk, 
Printed for James Knapton, 17 17. 

vations 
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vations of this kind, deferred afliitance, 
countenance and commendation. 

There he express himfelf on this fob* 
jedt in the following -manner. ( b ) 

cc Some hundreds of years hadpaft, be* 
€C fore any pifiure^ image or Jiatue of a faint, 
* c was placed in any chriftian churchy 
€< throughout the world ; tho* it is not un- 
<€ likely that there were both in other places 
cc for ornament and honour. It came at 
lc length into a painter's head, to represent, 
<c in as lively a manner as he could, the 
fufferings of a fnartyr'd faint, to which 
the church was dedicated, / . e. by whofe 
name it was called : and to hang this piece 
i$ fome confpicuous place within it. Wife 
men were offended with the novelty; not 
V at the picture, but at the fetting ic up in 
€< the church; but the common people were 
" mightily pleafed with it, and faid, that 
" pidures were the only books which they 
<c could read 1 and found themfelves much 
"edified by feeing how the faints had glori- 
" ficd God, and confirm'd the faitli by their 
" conftancy in fuffering, and induring tor- 
" ments for the fake of Chrift : And could 
" fuch good thoughts, and noble refolutions, 
V be better raifed in them than at churchy 
l f where they met fo often to worfhip God ? 
" And therefore {uch good pi&ures were 
" moft properly placed in churches. There 

1 • « lived 
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" lived hard by a very detoutjtatudry, wt*& 
" excelled in carving image* both of ftcme? 
and wood, who feeing die people fo 
mightily taken with the pi&urti aikecf 
them, one day, whether an image of their 
" patron-faint, Carved out of fine marble, 
<( and placed in a convenient niche within 
« c the church, Would not excite the fame 
" good thoughts, and good remembrance* in 
■« their mihds, that the picture did; the 
u colour* of which would, in time, fade 
** much, and wear away} and hearing no- 
*« thing to the contrary, he fet it up, and 
" was commended for his zeal and bene* 
•« faction by them f Ahd gr eat gassing there 
" was at it j none of them making any ex- 
" ception to an image, which they could 
m not make to a piSture-, both feem'd alike 
•• innocent, alike ufeful, and alike proper 
•« to excite good thoughts, and devout a£ 
♦' fectiom in the minds of fuch aslook'don 
u them. 

«• It was not long after, that a man of 
" quality and great wealth, ordered the fta- 
" tuarr to make the fineft image he could 
«* Of Chrifi Our Lord, and fk it on a CT6/L 
" with ail the marks of forrow, and moil 
" painful agonies that could be poiftblvex- 
preffedin fucha work, and place it in the 
eaftern light, towards which he faw the 
people generally turn in their adts of wor-' 
fhip. This was accordingly done, and the 
people were very fond of this new help to 

« their 
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** their devotion, tieeevtasth king of Joints 
* * htrrifelf, they laid ; here they were hourly 
** put In mind of their filK, which coft their 
** Saviour alt the bitter pains her underwent 
*^ upon the crofs, for their redemption, 
•* tfhich were/o nVeiy eXprefled k mtgood 
*' image, that they could never view it well, 
** Without CdOTOun&on of heart Withir), and 
44 knocking of theif breaffs without, and 
other tokens of repentance, The gentle- 
man's wife, and etdeft fori, befotfghthira, 
out of pure devotion, that our Lord might 
*• not be wotfe attended ii> the cburtb, than 
*« be was* upon mount Cahttty, and hereupon 
" there was another image made to reprefent 
44 hismoftafflhSted mother t and placed oft his 
•« right fide j and another on his left, namely 
** his mofl beloved ctifcipie John, for £0 it Was 
** found to be in the gofpelj and thus the 
•* church was fornifhed with booh for the 
*' laity to read and meditate upon ; and it 
** was not long before they bowed their 
** heads; incenfed them, and kneeled and 
** faid their prayers before them. Under the 

* ftatue of the patron-feint, Was bis tomb of 
*' black marble, in which the precious re- 
H Hques of this holy martyr were depoftted, 
•* /. e. the bones that were not burnt to 

* afhes, together wkh fome afhes of his bo- 

* dy that had been confirmed by fire i At 
" this tomb the people cftofe to fay their 

* praytrs rath<r than in any other part of the 
•* church, becanfe that they had heard that 

" the 
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€< the faint himfelf had kneeled in the place 
cc where his tomb flood, when he offered 
" up his life to God* This tomb the peo* 
" pie prayed at conftantly for whatever they 
tc wanted at God's hands. One prayed for 
" a fick child, and another for a dying hus-* 
tc band, and another for the cure of a di£* 
f c cafe, under which fhe had long laboured x 
fC And it fo pleafed God that their prayers 
<c were heard, and granted in their feveral 
" kinds; and then it came into their heads, 
* c that their prayers were the rather heard 
rc for their bfeing put up at the tomb of 
* c this good faint* and that more pea. 
€C pie had been heard in what they afked, 
ct at this tomb, than in any other place or part 
c< of the church ; and when they reafoned a- 
" mongthemfelves how, or why this fhould 
€t be ? they were told, that God might intend 
<c thereby to glorify his faints, and to (hew 
<c how precious their death was in his light : 
<c And there were fome, who doubted not to 
" affirm, that the faint himfelf did certainly 
c< intercede with God, in their behalf; for 
* c who (did they) can think that the feints 
" in heaven fhould fit and do nothing? 
" And can they do any thing better and 
c< more befitting them, than pray for thofe 
cc who live on earth, and want all manner 
<c of comfort and afliftance ? And can any 
" prayers be more acceptable to God, than 
" fuch as the church triumphant puts up 
*< for their fellow-members of the church 

€€ militant 
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<c militant ? And can any prayers be fooner 

cc heard, than what his favourite faints who 

cc died for the truth, put up ? And when 

cc it was made fo clear ', by tbefe deductions* 

" that the faints did undoubtedly intercede 

<c with God for their fellow-chriftians on 

€C the earth, it was very eafy for the people 

<€ then to ask. of God, that he would grant 

€C them their requefte, at and for the inter* 

cc ceffion, more efpecially of thefc faints, his 

<c faithful fervants, whofe merits might pre* 

<c vail for what their own unworthinefs had 

" made them neither dare to afk, nor fit to 

" receive. And when thefe people had, at 

* c any time, received at God's hands, what 

<c they had afked through the interceffion of 

<c the faints, it was very natural, for igno* 

" rant unthinking heads, to conclude, that 

" God had truly granted what . they had 

€€ afked, for the fake of that faint's inter- 

" ceffion; which yet is no confequence at 

tc all, fince God might grant it, for his own 

" mercies fake, and through the interceffion 

<( of his ever (defied fon: But this thepeo* 

<v pie did not mind ; the faints interceffion 

" was the means they ufed laft, and having 

c< found, as they thought* the effedsofit* 

" they looked no farther. But things did 

" not long ftand here ; the people were not 

" content to pray to God, to grant them. 

" what they wanted, for the merit's iake^ 

<c and at the interceffion of the faints, but 

* they pray M to thofe very faints themfelves, 

R " tfcat 
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<c that they would intercede with God to 
grant them what they wanted. This was 
a wide Jlep indeed, and a great change. 
The paffage from the one practice to the 
other, was not eafy, natural, or confe- 
" quential; buty^^/V/wgotoveritquick- 
* ly, and fancied there was but a littk dif- 
f * ference betwixt peoples praying to God 
11 to hear the faints praying for them, and 
" the praying to the feints that they would 
1C pray to God for them ; whereas there is 
" the wideft difference in the world betwixt 
" thofe two prayers : the one is diredbed to 
* c God, the folc proper objed, omniprefent 
tf and omnipotent ; the other to creatures 
cc only prefent in" one place, and of them- 
/ ^ felves able to do nothing. But thefe were 
" fcruples that never troubled thofe good 
u people 1 they had a faith that /wallowed 
4€ every things and feemed not to value cori- 
*' fequences at all. To the tomb they came, 
and pray'd the faint to pray to God for 
whatever good things they wanted 5 and 
when this practice came to be contefted a 
<c little, it was juftified, as done out of pure 
u humtHty y becaufethcy were unworthy to 
" approach to God by prayer themfelves 
" in perfon, and therefore did it by the me- 
* c diation of feints their interceffors. Well, 
u in fome reafonable time, inftead of pray- 
*' ing the feint to pray to God to give them 
JC this or thatj they came £0 praying the feint 
ic dire&ly and downright to beftow this or 

« that 
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« c< that bleffing on them toi^f: They 

thought it was too iquch round about, 
to fay, O Apollonia* pray to God to cure 
me of the tootb-acb, and they laid direti;- 
€t ly, O Apollonia, cure me, I befeecb tbee> of 
". the tootkhacb. But being hard put to it to 
€C defend this practice, they laid they meant 
" no mere but to intreat her to pray to God 
<c for them; and all the good writers of 
" that corrupt church of Rome, who have 
• c any fcnfe or virtue left, defire to have all 
" the prayers that are put up to the faints, 
" to beunderftood to mean no more than a 
" bare ora pro nobis, or, — pray for us. But 
" my delign was not to dtfpute about any 
w thing, but to (hew how one practice draws 
<c on another, not near fb innocent as the 
<c firft, till at length they come to things 
" ridiculous, abfurd, and never to be jufti~ 
" fied. — And whofoever reads with any 
" obfervation, will find it was, at firft, the 
u fingk opinion or fingle pra&ice of fome 
41 private man (and perhaps a very good man 
too) that laid the foundation of all the 
fuperftitious practices that prevail amongft 
" the corrupt part of chriftians, now in the 
" world. They were at firft innocent e- 
« naugh, and for a while they continued to- 
4< lerabki but by degrees, and adding one 
" thing to another, they came at laft to tbf 
" pais we now lee them in; and who can tell 
" at what time the impofitions of private fan* 
" cics are to be withftopd, if not at firft* 
Kz "Aa4 
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" And can any one tell where they will 
« ftop, if private men may not withjtawl 
" tbemV* 



NUMB. XXVIII. 



To the OLD WHIG. 

November 4, 1735. 

Qyem vocet divum populus mentis 
Imperi rebus? Hor. 

SIR, 

WHILST yet an Old Whig re- 
mains in Britain ; whilft one city 
yeteredts a ftatue to Nassau ; this day can 
never want its honours. Our country laved, 
x>ur liberty reftored, muft warm our hearts 
with gratitude to heaven ; and the glorious 
memory of the great king William will 
£>e indeed immortal in every bre^ft, where 
yet a fpark of virtue is left unextinguifhed. 
4 From you, Sir, on this occafion, we ex* 
pe£t to hair how this aufpicious day is cele- 
brated; that whilft we rejoice in the prefer* 

vation 
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yation of our laws and liberties, we may alfo 
have the pleafure of knowing, that we have 
fome friends, who dare (hew themfelves their 
fcpporters. 

But, Sir, whilft we rejoice that thefe in- 
valuable bleffings yet remain, let us not for- 
get how liable they are to be deftroyed. 
Whilft we remember, with pleafure, the wif- 
dom and courage of our friends, let us not for- 
get the fubtlety and malice of our enemies. 
Can we be blind to the attempts of perfec- 
tion ? Or deaf to the continual charges of 
herefy and infidelity, againft all who dare op* 
jx>fe it ? 

*Tis no wonder, thofe who would be in 
the place of GoJs, (hould be angry to be treat- 
ed like frail Men ; but it is to many a paradox, 
that the lay gens % who feem to have nothing 
to gain by flavery but the chain, (hould be 
fo ready to bow the neck to the yoke, and 
be fo grievoufly offended with thofe who 
would cafe them from it. It feems fo ab~ 
furd, that a free agent (hould fubmit to be 
enflaved, that the vulgar are apt to conclude, 
that all dominion which they don't remember 
the beginning of, muft needs have been fpundr 
$d in right. They imagine it impoflible, that 
a being, whofe only excellence is a voluntary 
obedience to the laws of nature and the voice 
of reafon, fhould diveft itfelf qf freedom; 
and become, merely through his own choice, 
or through his own indolence, the property of 
^ frail arbitrary creature, more imperfect tha? 
R 3 hknfelf. 
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himfelf. Hence it comes to pafs, that where- 
ever antiquity is of the fide of flavery, ment 
are apt to judge, there muft have been jufticc 
in a claim which has been fubmitted to fo 
long. Hence have arofe fables of patriarchal 
governments* and focial compacts made, no 
body knows how or when, to amufe mankind 
in temporal affairs •, and hence likewife, 
hierarchical powers have been claimed [and 
fubmitted to in fpiritual affairs. 

It may be of feme ufe therefore, to (hew 
the world the propenfity there is in man to 
flavery, and from whence it fprings. That 
Curfed weed, which God never planted ; 
rooted in vice ; nourijhed in luxury ; whofc 
bloom is fupcrftkion ; whofe fruit is mifery. 
Whence comes it, that tliis bramble has 
Wretched out its branches to heaven, and has 
well nigh overfhadow'd the whole earth ? 

If we look back, even as far as the ear* 
lieft times, we (hall find mankind feeking 
for fetters, as if they were ornamental. The 
Jews had a law given them by God, pro- 
phets for their judges, the miraculous inter- 
pofition of heaven for their continual defence ; 
One wduld have imagined this people in a land 
flowing with milk and honey, repofed every 
man under his own vine and his own fig- 
tree, would have rejoiced in their freedom, 
or at leaft have made a fhift to have becri 
content. Nay! but make us a king : Why? 
Even for the wife reafon, becaufe it is the 
fafhion ; make to a king like the nations 

round 



K K Q 28. The Old Whig. 247 

* round about us. The expoftulations of 

* C?od and his prophet, were too weak to 

* Hem the tide againft (o cogent an argument 
tt Not all the terrors of flavery fet before their 
* eyes with the moft divine energy, not the 
£ facred and moft folemn aflurance, that their 
; ions fhould be flaves and their daughters 
: concubines, could hinder them from doing 
1 what the reft of the world did. 

- Rome was no fooner freed from the op- 

preflion and luft of the Tarquim by Brutus, 
' the avenger of chaftity, but even whilft the 

y tyrants were threatning an invafion, iupport* 

ed by a foreign aid, a confpiracy was formed 
to reftore them. The moft confiderable 
families in Rome were corrupted with the 
treafon ; even that of Brutus was infected. 
&vy gives us a moft elegant account of this 
confpiracy, well worth our attention. There 
were, fays he, amongft the Roman youths, 
fome of no mean extraction, but of diflblute 
lives, who had been bred up with the Tar- 
quins, and accuftomed to a court life. When 
thefe men found that by an equal law their 
Jicentioufnefs was reftrained, they loudly com* 
plained, that by their country's being madf 
free, they were enflaved. 

*Regem bominem ejfe, aquo impetres, ubi 
jus, ubi injuria opus Jit j iff? gratia locum, 
ejfe beneficio ; & irafci, & ignofcere pojfe % 
inter amicum atq\ inimicum difcrimen mjfe : 
]L£ges, rem fur dam inexorability ejfe, falu- 
R 4 briorem 

f Meaning an arbitrary king r as wen tht Tarquins* 
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briorem melioremq\ inopi quam potenti j nib&Z 
laxamenti nee venia habere, Ji modum exce^> 
feris ; periculofum ejfe in tot humanis error?— 
bus fola innocent ia vivere. 

Thus does Livy {hew us the fprings oP 
this, and all other confpiracies againft liberty, 
and of all indolende in its defence. 'Tis im- 
poflible for vice to indulge itfelf with im- 
punity under an equal law : It is very hard 
and dangerous, for vitious men, amidft fb 
many frailties and temptations, to have no- 
thing to depend on for their protection, but 
their innocence. 

However Rome had groaned under the 
oppreflion of the Tarquins, however unrea- 
fonable and deteftable this confpiracy may 
appear, 'tis probable it would have fucceeded, 
and flavery been again eftabliftied ; if there 
had not been in Rome a Brutus, a Clalia, a 
JZcavola; and Porfena himfelf been a convert 
to Roman virtue. 

But indeed, when we confider the tranf- 
actions of this glorious day, we need feek 
no foreign hiftory to trace the infamous 
feeds of flavery ; nor do we want examples 
of Roman virtue, to rouze the indolent out 
of their lethargy. 

If on the one hand, we find the luxury of 
Jring Charleys court, introducing the tyranny 
pf king James j on the other, we fee the 
truly glorious king Willi am expofing him- 
felf to all die hazards of war $nd clamours 

of 
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of fa&ion, to reftore and fccure to his people 
tihe blcflings of liberty. 

And let me add, that as oft as this illu~ 
ffcrious object rifes to our view, we cannot 
but think, with indignation, on the vilenefi 
of thofe wht> would rob us of all the bene- 
fits of the Revolution, and king Wil- 
liam's glorious legacy. Surely if Britain 
freed demands the ftatue, the attempts of 
thefe men no lefs deferve the rods and axes. 

And upon inquiry it will be found, vice 
and luxury are not more certainly and plainly 
the foundations of civil tyranny, than they 
are of that which is fpiritual. The law of 
the gofpel is too equal for vitious men ; it is 
with regard to the next world, as well as 
this, dangerous for fo frail beings to owe 
their protection and iafety to nothing but their 
innocence. Let us therefore have fpiritual 
tyrants, the favourites of heaven ; that we 
may offend, and get pardons ; that we may 
be angry, and our anger be felt : The law 
of God may be freedom to the virtuous* 
but it is to us flavery ; it is fafer for the 
poor than the rich ; let us have mediators 
and interpreters, that can give a glofs to our 
vice, and find us out fubftitutes for virtue. 
It may be well for the poor and virtuous to 
hold faft the liberty, with which they have 
been made free ; but for us, we had better 
ftbmit to governors, who have been our e- 
qiials and companions In vice. They will 
make favourable allowances s they'll make 

C9n- 
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convenient cxpofitions and abatements ; mafee 
the law fwerve a little to ferve a turn * they 
will procure and difpenfe pardons, pn terms , 
we like, and damn thofe whom we like 
not. 

From hence the claims of hierarchy a- 
rofe ; from hence they are fupported ; and 
hence the calumnies of herefy and infidelity 
find countenance where it is impoflible for 
them to obtain belief* Hark, hear the In- 
fidel, fays C— x. No fuch matter. If 
this fpiritual tyranny of priefts, this infult on 
religion, is not plainly foretold in the new 
teftament, I want indeed an interpreter. 
But if it is clearly defcribed and threatned, 
as was the kingly oppreffion to the Jews in 
the old, where's the infidelity in believing the 
prophecies to be fulfiU'd ? If a ftrange thing 
is brought to pais in the land, if the pro- 
phets have prophefy'd falfely, and the priefts 
nave bore fway by their means, and the 
people would have it fo 9 who are the Infi* 
dels ? Thofe who regard the prophets rather 
than their God ; or thofe who believe it is, 
as the fcriptures fay, a ftrange and horrid 
thing? lam, 

SIR, 

Tour's, &c. 

IfuG.O DE B 9 ft <*.<)£' 
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<fr tfr OLD WHIG. 

I THINK the Daily Gazeteer of this day 
defcrves the notice of the 0#J^/>. After 
he has fet out the power the church, or, as 
he affe&s to call it, the antient hierarchy of 
this kingdom, had in former days, in its true 
colours, as moft arbitrary \ bloody, and op* 
prcflive; Mr. Osborne gives the true rea* 
fon why it was fo wicked and oppreffive in 
itfelfy and dreadful to the people ; even becaufe 
the antient hierarchy claim d and exercifed a 
power independent of the civil. And after he 
has fufficiently expofed the claims of the 
antient hierarchy, he tells us, what an infinite 
difference there is between the ecclefiaftical 
part of our conftitution in thofe days and in 
ours. He feems indeed to fay, our prefent 
ecclefiaftical conftitution is not quite perfeSl\ not 
intirely Proteftant : For to be pcrfcftly Pro- 
teftant, there fhould, he lays, be no civil in- 
capacity ', on account of opinions or practices 
meerly religious, nor any courts of judicature 
but the civil courts. Some things he feems to 
Chink concerning tytbes zndfnes want fettling ; 
and when thefe things are done, he fays, our 
ecclefiaftical conftitution would be compleat. 

I don't pretend to criticife on fo able a 
writer as Mr. Osborn e. But I know there 
are pcrfons who imagine, whilft there is a great 
' • increafe 
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increafe of wealth and lands in mortmain, 
and advowfons daily purchafing by Jpiritual 
corporations, as I afteft to call them ; theec— 
clefiaftical conftitution, as he calls it, is (till not 
fo compleat as the ftate of human affairs 
would admit 

But Mr. Osborne proceeds to ^aflert, 
that the dreadful independence of the cburch % 
ivitb all its train $f difmal confequences it 
at an end : That we are fafe in our per- 
fons and properties^ and in our fouls too ; 
for tbofe theological Jcarecrows f bereft and 
febifm, are at an end too. This is very good 
news. I wi(h it may be altogether true. I 
think it would eafe you of a great deal of 
trouble, and bring your work into a much 
narrower compafs. But I fear Mr. Osbor n e 
is fo much taken up with politics, that he 
is not quite intruded in tne ftate of this 
matter. He can't think the plan laid down 
in the preface of the Codex is given up 
already ; nor will he, fure, venture to reckon 
the adherers to that fcheme amongft the bi- 
gots he talks of. I think I have heard there 
is a defence of it now juft ready to be pubr 
lifted. I think the author of it h«s iom$ 
power left to help forward its execution. I 
think I have heard of a tytbe bill thrown 
out by it ; an ecckfiafiical court bill amend- 
ed away by it : They fay that Dr. R. is not 
B. of G— , but that he is actually now in 
Ireland. Pray be fo good as to inform us 
fh? trjiti^ Qf tfc?fe matters, or get Mr. Q&? 

bornp 
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borne to do it. For I Jcnow many friends 
of the government do not quite underftand 
Slow thefe affairs are. lam, 

four's, 

Rustics Doubtful. 



N U M B. XXIX. 



A Letter to Dr. Wa tbrland, 
occafiorid by bis Lift of Funda- 
mentals. 



—Ka nuga feria ducent 

In mala. — . ^ Hon. 

Reverend Sir, 

ALTHO' you have claimed the high 
prerogative and extenfive power, of 
(*; fixing the terms of communion with the 
Jeveral denominations of cbriftians j and pre- 
tended to do this with Sufficient certainty , 
and have thereby exalted the archdeacon of 
MidMeftx into a fovcreign and infallible pon* 

tiff: 
(') p. fa. v ! 
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tiff; yet as your power is ftill difputed, and 
not as yet fixed by the facred fan&ion of an 
aft of parliament ; permit me, Sir, as a Chm- 
jiftent Proteftant, to enter my proteft againft 
to bold an ufurpation, and as an Old Whig^ to 
expoftulate with you on the true high church 
impofing and tyrannical fpirit which you have 
herein difcovered. 

The king, Sir, to whom you have fworn 
allegiance, and whom you have folemnly ac- 
knowledged as fufreme bead of the church, 
is your proper bifhop y and the upivedal paf- 
tor and overfeer of the church of England. 
The parliament of Great Britain are his 
council, and by tbem (the terms of commu- 
nion are already feted : *Tcrms,'Sir, by which 
you muft be concluded {and with which 
if any perfon complies, neither you, Sir, nor 
Dr. C—y, nor any clergyman whatfoever, 
can be juftified in refilling to admit him to 
your communion ( b ) 5 even though he fhould 
not pretend to believe that the Father ( c ) 
is the principal perfon, and the Son is 
the chief perfon, concerned in the chriftian 
covenant. You do indeed humify conceive^ 
you] may fix the terms of communion for 
the feyeral tknombiatioos of chriftians j bgt 
you muft puxdon me, if i tett you that thf 
laws of Qngland havp not annexed fetch a . 
prerogative lo the archdeaconry of Middkfex, 
not as y*t '£bbje£ted the crown to the mitre, 
war mkde the exorbitant diftatcs of a few 
: con- 

W P- *5- ( e ) P- **> *9* 
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conceited bigots equal to ads of parliament. 

Church and king may be quite canonical Ian- 

l^uage at a vifitation fcaft : But whilft tbe 

laws of England remain, and tbe Britijb 

ipirit is not quite depreffed ; you may be 

-popes in imagination and tyrants in temper, 

t>ut our kings (hall be y our beads, and our 

laws fecure every faithful fubjeft from that 

oppreffive dominion which you fo plainly 

and openly wifh for over their liberties and 

conferences. 

For why fhould I call by a milder name, 
chat power you claim to fix the terms of com- 
munion with tbe feveral denominations of 
chrijHans ? To this you have not the fhadow 
of a right as a minifter of the church of Eng- 
land. Your commiffion, Sir, produce it if 
you can. I am a fort of a church governor ; 
you'll tell the world 5 I am archdeacon of 
Middlefex. Allowed Sir. x But how came the 
archdeacon of Middlefex to conceive, that he 
had a right to fix the terms of commu- 
nion with the feveral denominations of chrift- 
ians ? Sir, Dr. Waterland is againft the 
( d ) archdeacon m this point : For, fays the 
Doftor, we muft maintain truth andgodlinefs 
in tbe face of tbe worlds every man according 
to bis abilities > and according to tbe ftatim 
wherein God bath placed him. Your abilities 
and ftation are die things you fhould re- 
member ; and how favourable foever an o- 
pinion I may have of the former, yet as your 
iUtioin Sir, is but that of a peefby tcr, among a 
(*)p.6a» fingie 
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fingle denomination of chriftians, and con* 
fin'd to a fingle archdeaconry, 'tkvery humbly 
conceived indeed, that you can fix the terms 
of communion with all the feveral denomi- 
nations of chriftians. 

But, Sir, youll forgive me, if I queftion 
your abilities for, as well as right to, the 
exercife of this papal power ( c ) 3 and take 
the liberty to hint to you, that as you have 
abfolutely difcarded the facred fcriptures ( f ) 
from being the judge in fundamentals, and 
plainly averted, that fcripture doth mt % jiri3- 
ly jpeaking % contain all fundamental truths^ 
and that (*) exprefs texts of fcripture may of- 
ten mislead us \ fo you have in that 
particular lift of fundamentals which you 
mve fet forth ( h ), ran into very dangerous 
aflertions, contrary to truth and reafbn, the 
dodlrine of chriftianity, and the very articles 
of that church which you have folemnly 
fubferibed. And, 

1. Your reasoning is very inconclufive 
and fallacious, and you draw inferences from 
metaphorical expreffions> tho* you allow this 
is (*) not fo clear a ground to build an ar- 
gument upm. Thus, becaufe the chriftian re- 
ligion is represented under the notion of a 
covenant, you infer there muft be a (^foun- 
der and principal covenanter \ and hence you 
infer farther, as a very evident point, that 
the exifienqe of a deity is a fundamental ar- 
ticle. 

(*)P-3fc (0-p. 35- ( f )p.39- ( h )p.S'. 
(•) p. 21. ( k ) P . 15. 
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Jficle. I am not about to conteft with yqu 
^bether the exigence of a deity be not a 
fundamental article of the chriftian religion 2 
doubtlefs it is fo of all religion, natural or 
revealed : But I am furprifed that any chris- 
tian divine fliould choofe to reft the truth 
and importance of this article on an inference 
drawn from a metaphorical expreffion. See, 
Sir, how it would found in a like cafe. 
%2>e kingdom of God, or the chriftian religion, 
is like a grain of mujtard-feed y which a man 
took and caji into his garden, and it grew, 
find waxed a great tree, and the fowls of the 
air lodged in the branches of it. Hence, I 
9K0 infer, like you (') that the firfi article 
to be confidered in the aflair of this muftard* 
tree is the Jower of this muftard-feed ; for 
without this there could be no fuch mufiard- 
tree as is here fuppofed. Hence it is evident, 
that the exiflence of a deity is a fundamental 
article, This is your reafoning $ and that 
you were confcious, that the chriftian religion 
doth not exadtly anfwer to the notion of a 
covenant, and needed fome ftri&ures to clear 
It, is evident from your fending your readers 
to Baron Pujfendorjf, ( m ) for the explication. 
It would have been natural for a chriftian 
divine to have referred them to the word of 
God. But you were afraid the exprefs text 
would mi/lead them, and therefore fent them 
to the Baron as a furer guide than the in- 
fallible Spirit of God. The fame acute and 
S juft 

(\>P.l* {*) Ibid. Not* 1, 
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juft method of reafoning you purfue in 
drawing out feveral other of your fundamen- 
tals; and thereby (hew how fit you are to 
be trufted with drawing inferences for the fe- 
veral denominations of chriftians. 

2. Your fundamentals are fundamentally 
repugnant fome of them to the other, and to 
what you have taught in feveral places of 
your difcourfe of fundamentals. Under ar- 
ticle the firft, you fpeak of a founder and 
principal covenanter, without which, (°) you 
affirm, there could be no fuch covenant as you 
fuppofe, viz. a covenant made with mankind by 
God the father. So that here you affirm, 
that the founder and principal covenanter is 
God the father. And yet, under article the 
4th, you exprefsly fay, that the mediator is 
{*) the chief perfon of the covenant, upon 
whom our falvation depends. But if the found- 
er and principal covenanter be, as he muft 
be, the chief perfon of the covenant ; the 
afferting God the father to be the principal 
covenanter, and the one mediator between 
God and man to be the chief perfon of the 
covenant, is to affirm and deny that God the 
father is the principal covenanter. 

Agaji^, in article the third, you affirm, 
that ( q ) the facred oracles are the charter of 
the foundation of the covenant, or at leaft 
( r ) the only authentic injlrument of conveyance. 
And yet you evidently deny this, when you 

affert, 

(*) P- *5- (') P- **> *9- 0) P- *7- (0 P- 35« 
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aUert, that ( f ) /& fcriptures do not contain 
*z 11 fundamental truths ; that (<) /£*/ may be 
^fundamental which the fcriptures have not 
&oundupon us under pain of damnation y or 
^xclufon from cbrijlian communion ; and 
-that the importance of any doStrine^ is not 
to be judged of merely from the declarations 
+f fc r ip ture concerning its necejjity. Now 
if the facred oracles are the charter of found- 
ation of the covenant, they muft declare to 
us what this covenant is, what God hath 
covenanted to do for men, and upon what 
conditions he hath covenanted to beftow on 
them the bleffings he hath promifed them. 
Otherwife you muft allow, that that may be 
a part of the charter which is not contained 
in it ; that a condition of the covenant, which 
the covenant hath not made fo. And is not this 
grofs felf-contradi&ion to affirm, that the fa- 
cred oracles are the fole charter of the chris- 
tian covenant, and yet deny that they contain 
all the fundamental truths of this covenant ? 
If the chriftian religion be a covenant, and 
the oracles of God the only charter of it, 
methinks, Sir, you (hould remember that n$ 
man can difannul or add thereto, And yet 
you leave it as a matter at large to the go- 
vernours of the church, ( T ) to draw out fun- 
damentals as often as they fee occaiion, and 
to add to the charter and covenant of God 
at their liberty and pleafure. 

S 2 3; Your 

O P. 39* C) P- 40. ( T ) p. 24. 
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3. Your aflertion under article 4th, that 
the mediator ( w ) is the chief per/on of the co- 
venant, is contrary to the whole doctrine o£ 
icripture, and a fubverfion of the intira 
fcheme of chriftianity. Did our blefied Sa- 
viour teach you this, when he faid, My fa- 
ther is greater than I ? Or when he laid, 
1 can of my own felf do nothing : I Jeek 
not my own will, but the will of the father 
which hath fent me ? Or did you learn it 
from Paul, who fays, that there is one God t 
even the Father of all, who is above 
all, and in you all, and thro' all ; and 
who uniformly afcribes our being chofen in 
Chrifl, our predejlination to the adoption of 
children, our obtaining the forgivenefs of our 
fins, and, in a word, our being blejfed with 
all fpiritual buffings, to the riches of the 
grace of the God and Father of our Lojd 
Jefus Chrift ? Review, I befeech you, Sir, 
your divinity ; and tho* you have rejedted 
fcripture as the rule of your own fundamen- 
tals, think not to impofe on Protejlants, as 
fundamentals of chriftianity, do&rines that 
plainly fubvert thofe very fundamentals. 

4. Under article the 2d, you affirm the 
dodtrine of free-will to be a fundamental 
yerity, and thereby charge feveral of thofe 
articles, which you have folemnly fubfcribed 
as true, with being fundamentally erroneous. 
I know, Sir, you have very cautioufly ex- 
preffed your felf on this head, and affertcd 

".. '' in 
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itx man only fuch a freedom of will as is 
Jitjjicient to denominate him a moral agent, 
4Zpt to difcern between good and evil, and 
cboofing which be pleafes. But even this fuf- 
jficiency of free- will, this aptnefs to choole 
good or evil as a man pleafes, is contrary to 
tile articles you have fuMeribed, and the ho- 
milies you have approved, as containing godly 
and whokfome do&rine. The article of origin 
nal fin affirms, man is of bis own nature in- 
clined to evil, Jo that the flejh lufietb always 
contrary to tbejpirit. The next article of free- 
will is more exprefs, which faith, that the 
condition of man after the fall of Adam is 
fitch > that he cannot turn and prepare him- 
Jeff by bis natural firengtb and good works \ 
to faith and calling on God. Wherefore we 
have no power to do good works pleafant or 
acceptable to God. Now, how is a man apt 
to choole good, who of his own nature is in* 
dined to evil, and who cannot turn and^r^ 
pare himfdf to faith and calling on God by 
his own natural ftrength ? Is a man apt to 
choofc good, who hath no power to do it f 
And is not the only aptnefs of a man's na- 
ture to choofe good according to thefe ar- 
ticles, an aptnefe neither to choofe nor do 
kt 

The godly and wholfbme do&rinecf the 
Homilies is exactly to the fame purpofe, and 
if poffiMe more exprefs. In the fecond ho- 
mily of man's mijery, we are fold that, of 
our fehei we are nothing but finfiul, and 

S 3 that 



262 He Old Whig. N° 2g. 

that we are not able to cleanfe our feh>es 5 
and in wry expreflive metaphors, that of our 
fehes we be crab-trees that can bring forth 
no apples 5 that we be of our fehes Jucb 
earth \ as can but bring forth weeds % nettles, 
brambles 1 briar s^ cockle and darnels. Now, 
Sir, what aptnefs can there be in that earth, 
which can but bring forth nettles and bramb- 
le $^ to bring forth pinks and rofes ? What 
aptnefs in a crab-tree to produce any thing 
but varjuice ? Verily, Dodtor, 'tis godly and 
wholfome doctrine, that of our felves we be 
crab-trees that can bring forth no apples, 
without the ingraftings of grace. How is it 
then that you tell us, that the dodrine of 
free-will^ as it implies an aptnefs to choofe 
good or evil as a man pleafes, is a funda- 
mental verity \ and that to difown it is to 
err fundamentally? Do our articles and ho- 
milies then maintain fundamental errors ? Is 
it thus you feek the honour of our church ? 
This your fincerity in your fubfcriptions ? 

I intended to have gone farther, and 
(hewn that feveral of your articles are am- 
biguous and obfcure 5 and, what isyetworfe, 
that you avow and maintain the very ejfence 
tf popery, even the diftiriguijhing do&rines 
of that antichriftian fuperftition. But the 
defence of popery in your own terms, and 
upon the principles you have eipoufcd, 
will be a curiofity that poffibly I may think 
worth a diftindt paper. In the meanwhile, 
pardon the freedom of an Old Whig and a 

Cm- 
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Confident Proteflant, and difdain not for once 

X.o take his advice. Review your difcourfe 

of fundamentals, and when you next repub- 

lifh it, throw away your weeds and nettles j 

and don't imagine you can thruft your 

Jour crabs down the throats of the laity. 

It is your duty to feed the flock with whole- 

fome fruit, that may nourifh them up to e- 

ternal life. 



NUMB. XXX. 



To the OLD WHIG. 

— %uam venule! quod dedit 
Principium adveniens ! 

Tt re NT. Eunuch* 
SIR, 

YOU muft have obferved amongft all 
animals, a great curiofity to in- 
quire after every ftranger which happens to 
get among them. Amongft birds this is 
carry'd fo far as to be almoft impertinent \ 
fo intenfe is their obfervation> and fo clamo- 
rous their criticifm, that I have feen a poor 
owl, that has happened to blunder into day- 
light, moft unreasonably baited by thefc in- 
habitants of fun-fhine, before fixe could re- 

S 4 covet 
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cover her natural ftate of obfcurity. Dogs y 
who are more civiliz'd animals in this mat-* 
ter, obferve a more juft decorum ; -for tho* 
they ufually make ufe of all fenfes to exa- 
mine a new comer, they take their leave in 
a decent time, and commonly with a falu- 
tation after the Hottentot fafliion. Amongfi: 
mankind this curiofity is not wanting : 
From the fchool to the fenate-houfe every 
one undergoes an inquifition ; but none fo 
fevere as thofe who entertain mankind wkb 
their labours : Even thofe, whofe works are 
given gratis weekly to tba publick, have not 
been able to efcape. I am £o affe&ed with 
the fate I have feen Journals and Courants^ 
Gazetteers and Mifcellanies undergo, and the 
ingratitude of their readers ; that I have re- 
folved in charity, to deliver one new writer 
of this kind from the common cataftrophe, 
and by a gentle critkifm on the performance, 
refcue it from ruder hands. The perfor- 
mance I have before me, Sir, is intitled, 
The occafonal paper upon the fubjeSt of re- 
ligion and the church eflablijhment, and the 
frefent attempts againji them, No. L flaw- 
ing the true notion of liberty, and that a 
church ejlablijhment is not only m prejudice, 
but a real advantage to it. 

Our author's judgment is to be admir'd 
in the choice of lias words, even in the title. 
His changing the terms the churcb-eJlabK/h- 
tnenty by which he would be understood to 
mean the church of England^ attended with 

eccle- 
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eedefiaitical jurifdi&ion and hierarchical 
powers, ami perhaps not forgetting the can- 
cbdates recommended in the preface of the 
C— x y into that of A church ejiablijhment^v\ 
his proraife to (hew that it may be confident 
with liberty : This is a very pretty finefle, 
and not injudicious. Nor does he lefsdeferve 
? commendation for his addrefiing his work 

to a very honefi gentleman, who has for fome 
time lived out of town. His being very 
honefi, will doubtlefs incline him to believe 
the reprefentations of our author * and his 
dijianct frcm town may fecwe him from 
any ill knpreffions from other quarters. Had 
our author addrfefe'd hifn&lf to one in the 
feene of action, where fads and books axe 
common &bje&s of conversation, it would 
have been impoffiMe to have ftippofed him 
writing ierioufly ; when the attempts agarnft 
liberty are reprefented as meae bug-bears, 
creatures of the brain, the fi&iofa of gentle- 
men who have points to carry, &c. Had 
bis patron lived ki town, he would have 
heard at leaft, of a famous preface, to a 
mare famous work ; laying a plan, and re* 5 
commending the execution of it, to fubvert 
the whole conftitution ; to eftablifh an ec- 
cfefiaftical jurifikftion, independent of the 
temporal ; to have fpiritttai courts fend pro- 
hibitions to our judges, and marry our cnild- 
fen for us. But,, it feerns, 'tis our happinefc 
that this was not wrote by our fuptrnr in 
the churchy and that the author meeowkh 

no 
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no countenance in the Jiate ( a ) ; clfc indeed, 
even our author muft have own'd his con- 
demnation juji and reafonable. Nor would 
this occafional writer's boaft of a toleration 
to Proteftants have kept him in countenance, 
if he had wrote to one who was acquainted, 
that profecutions were now carried on againft 
difienters, for their educating their children, 
and with the threats which have been fcat- 
tercd round the kingdom. Theinquifition ( b ) 
into the ftate, numbers, and circumftances 
of all men whatfover, difienting from the 
church > proteftant diffenters as well as others > 
and particularly, whether they had in all 
things conformed themfelves to law, and qua- 
lify'd themfelves to pray, or preach, or in- 
ftrudt youth according to law, would not 
have left him room to name even the word 
toleration. When the fword is drawn, any 
man of this world, who is not a very bonejl 
gentleman, will be apt to think the aflault 
begun ; tho* we may hope from our fupe- 
riors in church and ftate, that they will take 
effectual meafures to prevent its fuccefs. The 
body of this excellent work is chiefly filFd 

(•) P- 13- 

( b ) Amongft other queries which have been handed 
about in feveral parts of the kingdom, thefe are fome : 
<c Are there any proteftant diflenters in your parifli ? 
" How many ? Of what denomination ? Have they 
" one or moie meeting-houfes ? Are thofe meeting* 
*' houfes licenfed ? What are the names of their teach- 
44 ers ? And are they duly qualified according to the 
€ * a& of indulgence I " 

with 
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* ^vith cenfures on your felf, which makes 

; s me affured of its favourable acceptance from 

ft you, and hope you will excufe the more 

£ eafily my want of feverity in my objurations 

u on it. He accufes you in the firft place, of 

£ having abufed the greateft men of the laft 

i and prefent ages, who were the fupports of 

the happy revolution, zealous defenders of 
our civil liberty, friends arid members of 
the eftablifhed church, and at the fame time 
defirous the diflenters (hould enjoy a tolera- 
tion. This charge is a beautiful furprize on 
the reader in the beginning of the work ; 
raifes the attention, and our author makes 
a good ufe of it ; for he carries you thro* 
the whole work before he mentions any of 
the perfons you have abufed. I was indeed 
a little at a lofs what to fay for him, when 
I found they were Laud and Bancroft ; not 
that I ever difputed thofe great men to have 
been zealous defenders of our civil liberties, 
&c. but I could not well tell how he came to 
reckon them the fupports of the happy revo- 
lution. But I fuppofe our author being a 
little heated in his imagination, may confider 
them reviv'd in the prefent age, and abufed 
by you under the character of Whigs inflate, 
tho' Tories in the church. Tho* this may 
perhaps, by a feverer critic, be thought too 
great a luxuriancy of fancy for a profe 
writer 5 yet it ought to fcrve you for a 
caution againft drawing general chara&ers, 
which may fometimes offend particular 
perfons. Our 
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Our author's next charge is, that you have 
reprefented the meafures taken for the fupport 
of the whole confutation in the odious co- 
lours of tyranny and perftcution ; and ta 
give the deeper wound, as defiruSlive of the 
natural rights of mankind. An ill-natured 
critic would have called this an anti-cli- 
max, and hugg'd himfelf as if he got the 
quintefence of the bathos. How would 
Dennis have exclaim'd ! So (would he have 
faid) I fuppofe tyranny ana oppreffim art 
not dejlru&ive of the natural right i of man- 
kind. But you, Sir, will confider who are 
the renders this work is intended for; and 
then you will be of opinion with trie, that 
this is by no means an abfurd expretfion. 
Tyranny andepprej/fionaxe, in their language, 
not at all definitive of the natural rights 
of mankind, but rather real advantages to 
liberty. There's one thing I really myfelf 
know not how to account for, and that is, why 
eur author fhould be fo much concerned 
at any meafures being reprefented as de~ 
ftrudtive of our natural rights, when he 
tells us in a very few pages after, that we 
have none, that we have given them up 
by our entrance in fociety ; and fo, he fays, 
iaid good Mr. Locke. I fear this is rather 
ftn incorre&nefs of a warm imagination 1 
Being a little heated with the fcene, and 
finding natural rights, like Mr. Bays's dead 
men, incumber him too much, he has 
made them walk off a little too abruptly. 
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Our author has not thought fit to acquaint 
us what fentiments or conduit, in the fup- 
port of the whole constitution, you have thus 
vilified : So it remains upon you to examine 
your felf, and make fuch a confeflion as 
may be (atisfadtory. But he has judicious- 
ly enough avoided faying, what he meant 
by our whole conftitution : For if he had 
explained himfelf to have meant only the 
executive and legiflative powers, a&ing ac- 
cording to their refpedive relations and au- 
thority, he would have been perhaps drawn 
into fome cftfpute before he could have fix- 
pd it home on you, that you had abuied 
any meafures which might conduce to their 
fupport. And, on the other hand, if he had 
been more open, and told us, he meant e- 
very law, ufage and cuftom, however made 
or obtain'd, and particularly, every branch 
of ecclefiaitkal power, whether acknow- 
ledged, or contended for ; every Form of 
worfliip now in ufe, every habit, geflure, 
or ceremony, which are at this day to be 
met with, in any part of our church ; he 
would have found fome difficulty hpw to 
have reconciled the fentiments and conduit 
of the good archbifhop Tilbtfon, whole pie- 
ty, candour, and humanity, will render him 
dear to the friends of religion, truth, and 
liberty, with the fupport of what he calls, 
the whole conftitution, tho' revifed by our 
ffood friends Laud and Bancroft, 
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I won't, Sir, detain you longer with 
pointing out the particular beauties of this 
valuable work. What I have already (hew*4 
you, will, I am fure, recommend it to your 
perufal. You will find the fubftance of it 
to be an argument to prove, That our na- 
tural rights are given up by our entrance 
into fociety : That an cftablifli'd religion, 
whether true or falfe, Pagan, Mahometan* 
or Chriftian, is beneficial to fociety : That 
fociety has therefore a right to determine, 
which of them fliall be preach'd at the 
publick expence : That to fupport that ex- 
pence and religion, there muft be an eftab- 
IHhment : That the church of England, 
therefore, as by law eftabliflied, is not on- 
ly no prejudice, but really advantageous to 
liberty : That a toleration is indeed rea- 
fonable for perfons that happen to differ 
in fentiments from the majority ; therefore, 
the Aft of Toleration is a fufficient indul- 
gence, and fecurity to all perfons of what- 
ever denomination, that their civil liberties 
fliall never be invaded on any pretence of 
religion. This piece alfo will inform you, 
that there are a fet of men, that have points 
of their own to carry ; who defign to fub- 
vert our whole conftitution, to root out the 
very name of religion and law, that they, 
by being confider'd as patrons of liberty, 
may carry thefe points $ and you will find, 
which is moft extraordinary, that our au- 
thor has fo wwm'd his imagination with 

thfi 
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the fidion, that he is almoft perfuaded 
that it is a reality, and that the fubver- 
five fcheme will take effedt Againft which 
event he has wifely provided, by allur- 
ing us, that in cafe any particular cir- 
cumftances of our conftitution will admit 
of advantageous alterations, he is for hav- 
ing thefe amendments propofed and effected, 
( c ) Thus has this author join'd the fagacity 
of the griffin to the harmleflhefs of the 
dove. I am, S IR, 

Tour old Friend, 

Hugo de Burgo. 
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Clament etiam Jimiliter ecckfia feptem ori- 
entates ad quas fcribit Apoftolus Johannes, 
et die ant ^ quid wbis fecimus fatres? 
§>yare Christiani cum Christians 
facem habere non vultis? Quare in nobis 
Communia Sacramenta refcinditis? 

August. 

WHEN wc confider the excellency 
and perfe&ion of the christian x$+ 
ligion, its fuitablenefs to the circumftances 

«f 
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of mankind, and that the obfervation of 
its precepts ^pd fubliroe rules of life t* 
mod exa&ly calculated to promote the true 
dignity, and higheft Happinefs of human 
nature * we muft be deeply concerned to 
fee the wife and friendly defign of it in fa 
perverfe and fhameful a manner defeated* 
by the inexorable fttfFnefs of bigotry^ the in- 
fatuations of entbufafm > and the extravagant 
cies of ptrty-ztal. It muft, to a generous 
mind, be matter of very uneafy reflection, 
that the fubftantial principles of juftice, 
truth, and mercy, which are eternal laws 
of nature, and fo ftrongly inculcated by the 
gospel, fhould be infringed and violated for 
the fake of the outward trappings and ima- 
ginary deceptions of religion, and of craln 
bed> incomprehenfible, confounding jpeculations % 
And 'tis natural to inquire, how two fuch 
Jlrange things fhould fo frequently happen^ 
againft the dictates both of revelation, and 
common fenfe ; as that piety,righteoufnefs,an4 
chriftian fimplicity of manners, fhould be cf- 
tcem'd points of no moment, in comparifon 
with being prderly in trifles, and fwallowing 
down the fubtilties oimetapbyfes ; and that the 
profeflbrs of a religion, the genius of which 
is mild and amiable, breathing nothing but 
generofity, peace, and moderation, fhould 
have fuch a fatal propenfity to fplit and fall 
pff in parties, defying and excommunicating 
each otner. 
In 
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In ibme 'tis occafion'd by prejudices of 
education^ incorporated into the mind, and 
improvd and ftifferid to a habit which make 
them inflexibly tenacious of, and zealous 
for, the principles they firft imbib'd, as for 
(acred and immutable truths. In others, it 
may proceed from felfjbnefs y which appro- 
priates refpeft and honour to a certain fet 
of opinions, and pours odium and contempt 
on the maintained and ^bettors of oppofite 
fentiments, to fecurc a popular influence, and 
engrofs the profits of orthodoxy. In others, 
again, it fprings from pride : And thefe, if 
you fcruple to pay them the compliment 
of fubmitting to tneir wifer judgments, think 
themfelves grievoufly affronted \ and come 
to this pettijh conclufion, that fince you re- 
fofe to be fo paflivc and obiequious, as to 
embrace the notions of chriftianity which 
they approve and autborife, you (hall not 
be allow'd to be chriftians at all. 

— But there is nothing that can be fo 
juftly fixM, as the root of bigotry and nar- 
rownefs of mind, with refped to the body 

Of the CHRISTIAN PEOPLE, (who 

are amus'd and blinded by fophiftry, and 
manag'd by artifice) as ignorance of the true 
nature, uniform ground, and juft extent of 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNION. And tO 

cure and eradicate this evil, it will not be 

enough to (hew what is wrongs and expofe 

falfe rules ; but they muft be enabled tocjif- 

cern what is right ; what is the fure foun- 

T elation 
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Nation and law of chrijtian felkwjhip, re- 
sulting from the very nature of the thing it- 
felf, and prefcrib'd by the gofpel ; and what 
the univerfal cement y to link together the 
kfler focieties of chriftians, and form of all 
one aggregate, well~compaffed y and regular 
body. When this is ckarly determin'd, red 
merit will be the ground of efteem and 
brotherly affeftion ; and not mfirums y whims, 
ambiguities, or an agreement mjiunds and 
ceremonies : It may likewise be hopd, that 
Jfrken and fa&im will in a great meafure 
ceaie y and together with thefe impojkiom oa 
confcience, infiatnd and violent controversies, 
unfcriptural and opprejjrve terms of commu- 
nion, fchifmSy tefts to enfhare the /way? and 
fcreen bypocrites y and perfecutim whole gent- 
left operation is by negative difcouragemen£s % 
and £r*m& of infamy. And when theft 
offences are remov'd, chriftianity muft ap- 
pear all amiable and divine, in its native 
beauty and harmony, and beneficial influen- 
ces ; and the juftice and honour of civil 
societies will be more confpicuous and 
unblemijtidy and their ftrength and order 
more inviolably fecur'd. 

Whether it muft be refolv'd into the 
vanity and childifhnefs of human reafon, or 
fprings from paffion, indolence, and the nar- 
row views of private intereft, I know not ; 
but the fadt is certain, that the plaineft an4 
moft important truths have had the hard 
fortune to be moft warmly diluted $ and 

have 
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have been embarrafs'd and puzzled to a pro- 
digious degree, and cover'd over with thick 
darknefs, by the bigh-jtrairid jargon, the 
nice dijtin&iom y and evafive arts of the con- 
tending parties. What are prime and ejfen^ 
rial verities, on which all piety, virtue, and 
true happincfs depend ? What is thejlandard 
of right ; arid wherein confifts the main 
Jubftance of religion ? Thefe are the questions 
that have diftradted the fentiments of man- 
kind in all ages ; and it has often happen'd, 
that truths and rig ht 7 and religion, have been 
all loft in the fcuffle. But fincc chriftianity 
commene'd, the terms of communion have 
been the grand engine of difcord ; and no- 
thing has fo violently fhock'd the church's 
peace, and rent it into fuch infinite minute 
and outragious factions, full fraught with 
ftubborn pride and inveterate refentment, as 
die attempts that have been made to explain 
its conjtitution, and fettle its order and unity. 
And yet notwithstanding all the ftorms that 
ignorance and an exorbitant zeal have rais'd, 
and all the confufion that thefe debates have 
occafion'd, I think I may modeftly venture 
to aflert, that there arc three things relating 
to this fubjetf: (which, if they were allow'd, 
Would entirely prevent all future altercations 
about it) that are obvious almoft to com- 
aion fenfe. — ift, That there muft be fome 
fx*d and certain rule for the communion of 
chriftians $ or otherwife, the thing itfelf is 
capricious and arbitrary : It is a mere ro- 
T a mantic 



276 The Old Whig. N° 31. 

mantic and Utopian fcheme, that can cxift 
no where but in the prolific imaginations 
of dreaming enthufiafis. — zdly, If this rule 
be not clear as well as determinate, eaJUy un- 
derjlood as well as juftly ftated and defm'd ; 
nothing can rcafonably be expeded, bat that 
the church of Chrift muft always- be a rude y 
fragging* ]<**&*#& unconcerted rout, with- 
out union or difciplinc. ■ 3<MyV Nothing 
can be the univer/al condition of chriftian 
communion, but what is abfolutely necefiary 
to denominate a man a chriftian. 

Suppose the thing we were fpeak- 

ing of, was the communion of sects and 
parties, confidered asfucb, or as diftin- 
gui/hed from each other ; in that cafe it 
would immediately be allow'd, that their 
difcriminating fentiments and cuftoms muft 
be the proper qualification. In order to mere 
Arian communion, the nature of the thing 
itfelf declares it to be neceflary, that we em- 
brace the Arian creed ; in order to mere A- 
tbanafian communion, that we aflent to the 
creed of Atbanajius ; in order to mere Cal- 
vinifiic communion, that we allow the pecu- 
liar fcheme of Calvin : For this is only lay- 
ing in other words, that if it be propofed 
to eftabliih a fociety, confifting of none hit 
Cahinifts y the natural means of fecuring the 
end in view is to take care, that all who are 
admitted as members be really Cahinifts ; 
otherwife, it will be a mixd fociety, and. 
not confin'd to a particular denomination ; 

which 
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which is diametrically oppofite to the p!an 
laid down. And tho # fuch unwarranted 
and fa&ious aflbciations fubvert the funda- 
mental constitution of the chriftian church, 
and are an infinite fcandal to the gofpel ; 
yet the general ground of arguing is the 
fame, with refpeft to the juft and neceffary 
terms of chriftian communion : For by an 
exa& parity of rationing, when we fpeak of 
the communion of christians, confider'd 
as fucb 9 or of christians only, nothing can 
be required or infiftcd on, without destroy- 
ing the very fuppofition here made, but 
what is an ejfential and indijhenfable part of 
true chriitianity : Or take it thus ; what- 
ever conftitutes the chriftian cbara&er muft, 
of conJcquence, determine the right to com- 
munion. 

— And what is it, that gives a juft title 
to the name and chara&cr of a christian? 

■ ' ■ ■ Is it efpoufing the principles of any 
particular ibciety, or divtfton of chriftians ? 

■ Is it agreeing with them in a belief 
of the feme articles, an obfervance of the 
rituals, in the fame forms of discipline, or 
modes of worfhip ? This preheminence and 
honour can't be aflum'd by the pureft church 
upon earth, not by the brighteft ornament 
and fupport of the reformation, without an 
implicit claim of infallibility ; which all 
Proteftants have folcmnly renoune'd as a 
high (train of prefumptuous pride and infoknee^ 
without the leaft foundation in fcripture, and 

T 3 directly 



/ 



278 Tie Old Whig. N° $t m 

dire&ly againft reafon, and experience.— 
Or if a man is not abfolutely tied down to 
the articles, creeds, and canons of any parti- 
cular church ; is it neceflary to denominate 
him a chriftian, that he fhould form a right 
and exadt idea of every part of the revela- 
tion of the gofpel 5 of every faft, inftitutim, 
and doSlrine contain'd in it ? Far be it from 
us to infinuate, that the God of eternal 
wifdom, juftice and mercy, governs his 
creatures with fuch fevere and inflexible 
rigor : For if this be the cafe, not a Jingle 
ferfon, profeffing the religion of Chrift, can 
have fuch evidence of his chrijlianity as he 
may fafely confide in, nor the flighteft ra-> 
tional hope of fahat ion. — Hoiv then, it may 
be afked, (hall we come to a right know- 
ledge of the invariable ground of chriftian 
communion ? To which, I anfwer thus j 
the neceffity of virtue and a Jincere piety % 
to form the chriftian chara&er, is beyond all 
difpute ; and with refpedt to principles of 
faith, the only part of the inquiry that hath 
any difficulty attending it, St. John has given 
us the moft compleit (atisfadioh we can 
reafonably defire, in the following paflages : 
Whosoever Jhall confefs that Jefus is the 
fon of God, God dwelleth in him, and be in 
God*; and again, whosoever befteveth 
that Jefus is the Cbrift, is born of Godf.— 
If thefe words have any real determinate 

f I Job. iv. 15, t Chap, y, f. 

meaning^ 
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^* meaning, the grand controverfy about the 

» *e]}entials of chriftianity is unexceptionably 

: decided, and this is the refult from the whole: 

sr That all who believe that Jefus is the Chrift, 

and fincercly endeavour to underftand the 

* revelation he brought from heaven, and a& 
agreeably to it, are good chriftians 5 and of 
confequence (the connection between thefe 
two having been already fufficiently prov'd) 
are intitlcd to the charity and felhwjhip of 

chriftians. 

This being a fubjeft of the utmoft im- 
portance to the peace and profperity of the 
chriftian church, it muft be worth our while 

to perfue it further : By (hewing, that 

4 union and ftrift fellowfhip amohgil all 
true chriftians, notwithftanding lefler differ- 
ences, is much better adapted to promote 
the intereft and honour of chriftianky, than 
the contrary contracted fcheme ; — by point- 
ing out the vaft advantages of adhering to 
this rule of catholic communion, to truth and 
virtue, and the rights of fociety 5 and the 
unavoidable confufions and mi/chiefs intro- 
duced by departing from it 5 — by examining 
the principal arguments urged in favour of 
bigotry, and the narrow communion of im- 
posing and church-dividing sectaries; — 
and, by natural and proper reflexions, apply- 
ing the whole to the frefent fiate of chri- 
ftianity among our felves. I may, therefore, 
treat more at large of thefe things hereafter * 
thaa which none have a ftronger claim to 
T 4 the 
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the regard and zeal of a wife, generous, and 
good man, of an honeft and peaceable cbri- 
Jlian, of an uniform fteady Proteftanf, or a 
true friend to liberty. 



NUMB. XXXII. 



Eft enim lex nihil aliud, nifi reft a, et a nu* 
mine deorum traSta ratio, imperans bo- 
nejla, probibens contraria. Cicero* 

I AM diverted from perfuing the fubjed 
of cbriftian communion by a piece lately 
publUh'd intitled, The Occafonal Paper, upon 
the SubjeSl of religion, and the cburcb ejla- 
blijhment, and the prefent attempts againjt 
them. This writer having attack'd the Old 
Whig in a particular manner, I (hall make 
no other apology for troubling the reader 
with fome general remarks on the (chime 
which he has advanced in the fecond paper, 
to prove the importance of a religious ejiablijh- 
ment to civil government ; which fcheme is, 
in the main, little more than Hobbes's creed 
reviv'd, for making religion an implement 
and engine of ftate. 

Th? 



The fubftancc of what this writer ha 
urged I fhall give in his own words.—— 
¥Tbe importance of religion to civil government 
can be difputed by no reafonable man\ and 
the fame arguments of convenience, and order, 
and peace, which prove the necejfity of reli- 
gion in general^ mil alfo conclude for the 
ejlablijhment of feme one particular form ef 

it ; this particular form , ' is that which 

ike magijtrate, upon due- inquiry \ /ball judge 
to he mq/t agree able } to the will of God, and 
confequently mofi conducive to the virtue and 

bappinefs of the fociety. So that this 

is the refult of the whole : That the ma- 
giftrate's religion, which will always be 
prefum'd to be chofen upon due inquiry^ 
muft be the eftabliih'd religion, for every 
reafon of convenience, and order \ and peace, 
which proves the necejfity of religion in gene- 
ral. Upon this fcheme in favour of a reli- 
gious ettabliftunent, the following obfervati- 
ons naturally occur. 

ift, That if the fame arguments of con- 
venience, and order, and peace, which prove 
the necejfity of religion in general, will alfo 
conclude for the ejtflblijhment of the magis- 
trate's religion j it muft neceflarily follow, 
that religiop in general, and the magiftrate's 
nption of religion, are of equal importance to 
the peace of government, and the happinels 
of mankind in fociety : For if the magiftrate's 
notion of religion be not of equal importance 
wjth religion in general ; tho' the argument 

J fliould 
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fhould be allow'd to hold good for the efta- 
blifhment of religion in genera!, if we were 
infallibly fore what it was, it would by no 
means conclude for the eftablifhment of the 
magiftrate's religion. But, 

2dly, So far is this argument from termi- 
nating in the point propofed, that it deftroys 
kfelf ; and if it proves any thing, it muft 
prove beyond difpute, that contradictions 
may, and ought to be eftablifh'd : For if it 
be neceflary that the judgement of the civil 
magiftrate fhould be the eftablifh'd religion 
in any particular country 5 and this neceffity 
arifes, not from peculiar circumftances, but 
from the very nature and end of fbciety, gs 
this incautious writer rafhly fuppofes ; the 
opinions and decifions of the governing powers 
muft, by the fame kind of neceffity, and 
founded on the very fame reafons, be the 
eflablifh'd religion of all countries. And 
as 'tis fcarce poflible, but that the fentiments 
of magiftrates, as well as thofe of fubje&s, 
will differ, and be inconfiftent with each o- 
ther ; 'tis a moft direct and unavoidable con* 
fequence, that upon principles of reafon, and 
for the order and fupport of government, both 
truth and falfhooa ought to be eftablifh'd. 
But tho* this would bp a natural inference, 
if the whole of the reafoning in the Occajwnal 
Taper was folid and conclufive, it is liable 
to an obje&ion of a quite different kind 5 
and that is, 

3%* 
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3<lly, That it does not fi> much as prove 
that cbrijiiamty itfelf ought to be eftabwhU 
For let us confider how die argument ftands : 
Religion, in general, is of importance to civil 
government j therefore, cbrijiiamty ought to 
be eftablifliU— - Or thus : — Religion in ge- 
neral, on account of its importance to civil 
government, ought to be eftablifh'd ; therefore, 
cbrijlianity ought to be eftablHh'd. Eveiy 
one muft fee that this is hurrying to a conclu- 
fion, before the way is fairly prepaid for k. 
There is one necefiary link wanting in this 
pretended chain of reafoning ; and to make 
it plaufible, this proportion ought likewife 
to have been prov'd, that That religion, 
which is of importance to the fecurity and 
main ends of government, can't Jubjifi with- 
out the belief and profejfion of cbriftiani- 
ty : For if it may, the inference is evi- 
dently ftrain'd and unnatural ; and the whole 
fabric falls to the ground. Suppofe, then, it 
fhould be objected, That natural religion 
confilting in the belief of God's being and 
providence, of a future fate of rewards and 
punijhments, and the immutable obligations 
if virtue and piety*, fuppofe, I fay, it 
fliould be objected, that thefe things confti- 
tute the whole of religion, fo far as it has any 
relation to the welfare and order of fociety ; 
what anfwer could this writer make to it ? 
Would he deny the proportion itfelf ? — He 
muft then be obliged to produce fome other 
do&rines, diftinft from the general principles 

of 
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of morality and natural religion, that have an 
immediate connexion with the ftrength and 
fupport of civil government. — Or would he 
rather choofe to reft the matter here, that 
chriftianity contains the moll exaB and per- . 
fe& fyjiem of the religion of nature ; and 
for that reafon ought to be eftablifh'd ? —Let 
us fee what can be made of the argument 
upon this foot Thus it muft be ftated : 
Natural religion, or religion in general, is of 
importance to civil government ; but the 
chriftian dodrine contains the moil: perfeft 

Jcbeme of natural religion 5 and therefore 

What follows from hence? nothing 

more than this, that the chriftian fyftem of 
morality and natural religion ought to be 
eftablifh'd. — — All befides is inference with* 
out premifes. This will plainly appear, if 
we try the force of the argument in another 
inftance, and fubftitute foetal virtue in the 
place of religion. He importance of focial 
virtue to civil government, can no more be 
dijputed by a reasonable man, than the impor- 
tance of religion ; and the fame arguments 
$f convenience, and order, and peace, that 
prove the necejfity of focial virtue in general, 
will alfo conclude for the eftablijhment of fome 
particular principles and fcheme of it. Now 
the chriftian religion has propofed the bejl 
and moil rational*, therefore, all the doc- 
trines of chriftianity, whether they have any 
thing to do with focial virtue or not j there- 
fore the doctrine of the trinity 5 therefore 

particular 
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particular forms of church-government, 
epifcopacy, presbytery* or independency* ought 
to be eftabliih'd j — - therefore, in fhort, 
any thing, whatever the magfftrate thinks 
proper, ought to be eftabltth* d. There is one 
thing more, that muft by no means be 
omitted, which is this, that in both the 
cafes that have been mentioned the chriftian 
fyftem is fittcft to be eftablifh'd, not merely 
on account of its being the chriftian \ but 
becaufe 'tis the beftfyjiem of focial virtue, 
and of the religion of nature. I am not 
now affirming, mat there are no folid and fub- 
ftantial grounds for making the gojpel a re- 
ligious eftablifhment ; but only (hewing, that 
the argument, which the occasional writer has 
advane'd to prove this point, is weak and in- 
sufficient. 

There is another obiervation necefiary 
to be made, to do full juflicc to this author's 
merit; and that is, that his principal argument 
is an infolent and fcurrilous invedtive againft 
the church of England, as it defends its confti- 
tution on fuch principles only, as will equally 
juftify all the eftablifh'd religions in the 
world. 'Tis a truly catholic argument in 
one fcnfe, /. e. 'tis calculated for every climate ; 
and will have full as much weight in the 
mouth of an idolatrous heathen pri eft, as when 
it comes from thepen of one, who calls him- 
felf a member of a chriftian or a protejlant 
church. In Japan or China, the impor- 
tance of religion to civil government can be dif- 

puted 
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puted by no reqfonabk man*, and the fame ar+ 
guments of convenience, and order, and peace t 
which prove the necejjity of religion in genera/, 
nmll aJfo conclude for the eftablijhment of fome 
one particular form of it : c tbe magiftrate has, 
upon principles of reafon [or universal princi- 
ples, that rcfiilt from the very nature and end 
of government] a concern in the religion of the 
community ; he has the right of eftabltjhing 
thin particular form of it, which he, upon 
due inquiry, jh all judge to be moft agreeable to 
the will of God, and confequentfy moft condu~ 
eiw to the virtue and happinefs of the fociety : 
And thus the religion of Confucius, as it may 
be incorporated into the conftitution and pub- 
lic laws ; and the Japanefe eftabliihment, 
whatever it be; are compleatiy vindicated 
But what true fon of our excellent church can 
bear, without a generous refentment, to fee 
her honour laid in the duft, and her facred 
prcrogativesdebas'dand redue'd fo low, as to be 
put upon a level with the vileft and moft perni- 
cious impoftures? Can nothing more be {aid for 
eftablifhing the worfhip of the true God, than 
for that of demons zndfttfitious deities ? For e- 
ftablifhing the religion of Chrift, than for the 
Jenfual and enflaving fuperftition of Mahomet? 
For the ceremonies of the church of England, 
than for thofe of a Mahometan mofyue? 
If an enemy to our ecclefiaftical conftitution 
was hir'd fecretly to undermine it, he could 
not, I think, have taken a moreeffc&ual me- 
thod, nor have done it with greater reproach 

and 
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t< sad contumely., than by borrowing this au- 

^ thorns defence of it, Let me add, that an 

*, , argument which only concludes for an e- 
9 ftablifhment in general, isno juft defence of 

k ?<ny particular eftablifhment : For there muft 

* be rules and boundaries of right and wrong 

s with refpeft to eftablifhments, as there are 

j in all other matters. And therefore, tho' it 

y {hould be allow'd, that one kind of eftablifh- 

j ments may be right, friendly to religion, 

. and confident with the immunities and pri- 

vileges of men and chriftians ; 'tis very pof- 
fible, for all this, that every eftablifhment, 
that is actually form'd throughout the whole 
world may be wrong, difhonourable to 
religion, and an incroachment upon li- 
berty. 

But the Occafional Paper, befides this 
fhrewd and mafterly vindication of eftablifh- 
ments in general, contains feveral other cu- 
rious conceits : One or two of which I (hall 
lightly touch upon* It tells us, that the 
ejtablijhment of a religion, gives us a legal 
property in it, and that it becomes one of 
our civil rights. — An eftablifhment gave 
our forefathers juft the fame legal property in 
Popery ; and thus popery became one of their 
civil rights; and therefore, to carry on this 
author's fine thread of reafoning, it was fit that 
4be fame laws, which convey 9 d to them that 
property, Jhould proteSl them in the enjoyment 
of it. To repeal tbofe laws, which were ne- 
cejfary to its prefervation,vi3L$ to repeal the efta- 

blijhment. 
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htijhment. — And what then ? wag there any 
smfebief done by this ? Ought popery to have 
continued Jill in poflcfiion, as a Handing 
curie on the nation, becaufe it was once efta- 
ilijb*d, and by that means made a legal pro- 
perty, and a civil right? If it ought not, but 
on the contrary, the repeal of thefe laws was 
juft and neceflary ; that any other laws were 
made with a defign to guard the eftablifhment, 
is, in itfelf, no rcafon, why they may not 
likewife be repeal'd. 

We are farther told, that an opinion, 
that the laws relating to the ecclejiaftical 
fart of our conftitution are unrighteous % is 
an opinion that muft certainly affeft the 
JBciety. And what is the ufe that tbeocca- 
fimal writer would make of this ? He defires 
we would hut apply this truth to the diffenters 
having ajhare in the adminiftration, and then, 
he thinks, we muft be convinced of the unrea- 
Jbnablenefs offuch an attempt. In order to 
fee whether luch an application be right, or 
not, I would firft apply it, without defigning 
to infinuate that the cafes are exadtly parallel 
to the inquifttion, that pretended Jpiritual 
court, or, to fpeak more properly, hellifh 
tribunal, which is a part of the ecclejiaftical 
conftitution in Spain and Portugal. Is an 
opinion, maintained in thofe Countries, that 
this eccleftaftical part of the conftitution is un~ 
righteousy/an opinion that muft certainly affett 
tbefociety, or is it not ? If it be not, why 
fliould an opinion of the like nature, be fo in- 
terpreted 
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terprcted in England, or in any other nation? 
And if it be, all taen of cohimon humanity 
who think the moft barbarous cruelties that 
Were ever pra&ifed on account of religion, 
an infringement of the rules of juftice and 
mercy, muft* according to this author's ar- 
gument, be excluded from a (We in public 
offices, wherever the inquifition is eftabltth'd* 
And this exclufion will not be a mere point 
of policy, but right and Jit in its own nature, 
as the exclufion of the dijfenters is fhppos'd 
to be, upon the very fame principle^ 

That tyrants and oppreffors will a£lu ally 
encourage fuch only, as approve of all 
the laws which they have ena&ed, 'tis na- 
tural to expert ; but that a legiflature 
ought not to favour and allow the full 
rights of fubjeSts to the beft men and the beft 
chriftians, only becaufe they judge it necef- 
fary, that bad parts of the conftitution 
fhould be alter'd and amended, is a contra* 
di&ion to common fenfe. — Should it be faid, 
that the laws, which the dijfenters complain 
of, are not a bad part of our conftitution ; 
I anfwer, that the inquifition, to which this 
argument equally extends, muft be allow'd, 
by every Protejlant, to be a bad part of the 
ecclefiaftical conftitution of Spain and Por~ 
tugal 5 and therefore the confeqtience I have 
drawn from this author's argument, is entire- 
ly natural: And this abfurd and monftrous 
confequence proves the argument itfelf to 
be abfurd. 

U If 
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If it be afk'd farther, whether every con- 
ftitution is not authoris'd to take all proper 
meafures for its own prefervation and fccu- 
rity ? I anfwer again ; that if it be a good 
conjlitution, it may righteoufly and fairly de- 
fend itfelf : if it be a bad one, it can haw 
no more right to fupport itfelf, than it had 
to form itfelf into what it is. The only 
queftion therefore is, whether particular laws 
are equitable^ or not : If they are, they de- 
fervc to be maintained ; if they are not, they 
ought to be repealed. — And to aflert the con* 
trary, is to make law the ftandard of right ; 
and not right, as in reafon it £hould be, the 
ground and foundation of law. 



NUMB. XXXIII. 



lathe OLD WHIG. 

SIR, 

T Beg leave to ofier to the public, thro' 
X your paper, a few thoughts on religious 
liberty and the right of private judgment, 
which is a point of the greateft importance 
in the world* 

Religious 
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Religious liberty has the fame founda- 
tion with civil liberty ; both are founded in 
perfonal property. As civil liberty fuppofeth 
a right in every perfon equally to his life, 
with the comforts and neceflaries of it, given 
by the author of nature, which are not with- 
out forfeiture to depend on the will of any 
other perfon ; fo religious liberty fuppofes a 
right in every perfon equally to judge for 
himfelf [according to the abilities and oppor- 
tunities which God hath given him] in mat- 
ters of religion ; and upon that judgment to 
form thofe fentiments, and embrace that re- 
ligious fervice, which he thinks to be moft 
acceptable to the deity. On which account 
religion is plainly a perfonal property, but 
different from civil property in this refpedt, 
that it cannot in any cafe be at the difpofal 
of another, be ever forfeited or juflly taken 
away ; becaufe it is an invifible property, 
refpedfcing only the mind and confeience* 
and in which we are fubjeft unto God alone, 
the tryer and fearcher of hearts. 

It is evident therefore, that no one can 
judge for another in matters of religion, as 
in civil property j and that it is neceflary, 
that religion fhould be the refult and deter- 
mination of every one's own judgment, and 
not of another's : whence it follows, that 
religion, merely as fuch, cannot be the fub- 
jedt of human laws ; nor can be enfore'd by 
any vifible fandtions of rewards and punifti- 
ments* All that human laws can juflly do, 
U 2 is, 
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is, to injoin the worfhip of God in general, 
according to the knowledge men have of his 
Will, whether natural or reveaPd ; and to en- 
force the moral duties of religion, relating 
to the peace and well-being of fociety ; but 
they have nothing to do with the particular 
opinions or fpeculations which men may form 
to themfelves in religion, and in which they 
may differ from others, any farther, than as 
thefe may immediately affedt fociety, or in- 
terfere with the rights of it : But fo far as 
any opinions are mere matters of religion 
and confeience, they are the unalienable pro- 
perty of thofe who hold them, and for which, 
as already prov'd, they are, and can be juftly 
accountable to none but God. Whence far- 
ther, it muft be concluded, that all impqfition 
of matters of religion, merely fuch, by the 
authority of human laws, is an unjuft ufur- 
pation and tyranny over confeience, and 
an invafion of the prerogative of God, the 
only ruler of confeience, and objeft of re- 
ligion. 

And this unjuft and tyrannical impofition 
of matters of religion, merely fuch, by the 
authority of human laws, is properly and a- 
lone the ejfence of popery. It is a miftake 
to think, that the errors of Papijis are po- 
pery, any more than the errors of Lutherans 
and Cakinijts are fo. All denominations of 
chriftians are fallible, may err, and do err ; 
and there are as grofs abfurdities maintained by 
JProteftants as by Papijis : So that if popery 

con- 
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confifted in erroneous opinions merely, there 
would be Lutheran and Cahiniftical popery, 
€&c. as well as Roman. 

Popery then does not really confift in 
any errors at all ; and there may be popery 
where there may be no errors ; but popery 
does truly and only confift in the papal pwver> 
in the tyrannical impofition of matters of 
religion (whether true or falfe) upon the con- 
fidences of chriftians, by human laws, en*» 
forced with the fan&ion of rewards and pu- 
nishments. 

This truly, efientially, and alone, is po- 
pery ; and may be exercifed either in natural 
or revealed religion. For Paganifin imposd, 
is Pagan popery j and chriftianity itfelf, which 
is a true religion, if impos'd by laws on 
thofe who have not, or think they have not, 
fufficient evidence of the truth of it, would 
be Cbrijiian popery ; and therefore, much 
more is it popery thus to impofe upon chri- 
ftians, as effentials and fundamentals of chri- 
ftianity, matters which are not declared or 
taught in thofe fcriptures, which are agreed 
to be the rule of chriftian faith, and wor- 
ship. 

As in a ftate of natural religion it is 
popery, <k a tyrannical invafion of the pro- 
perty of reafon and right of judgment there- 
by, to inftitute, and by force of human 
laws impofe, any thing as matter of religion, 
which is not evidently agreeable to reafon, 
pr the di&ates of natural conference, nor 

V 3 em 
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can be proved to be the divine will ; [from 
which impofition all pagan fuperftition and 
idolatry have proceeded] fo in the ftate of 
revealed religion it is popery, and deifying 
human power, and fetting it up in the place 
of God in the temple of God, and a viola- 
tion of chriftian liberty, to impofe human 
traditions or fallible interpretations of fcri- 
pturc for the rule of faith, and the matter of 
chriftian worfhipand communion; [whence 
all the absurdities, fuperftitions and idolatries 
of the church of Rome proceed.] 

All real chriftians do, and muft agree, 
that as there is but one faith, and one catholic 
communion of faints, fo there i> but one rule 
pr foundation, viz. the infpir'd fcrtptores, to 
build this faith and communion upon. And 
as all who believe aftd profefs the chriftian re- 
ligion have a right to this communion, fo 
they muft have a right to it on the terms of 
their being chriftians, or on the conditions 
required in fcripture, without any other be- 
ing impos'd upon them ; arid eVefy impofition 
of what is not plainly and exprefsly declared 
And required in fcripture, is an evident depart- 
ure from the rule of faith and communion, 
and a Jcbifm made in the body of Chrift, 
*he church. 

If fcripture (as is agreed) k a fule at all, 
k is, and cannot but be, intelligible and plain 
in all points in which it is a rule, or which 1 
are made necejfary by it, to obtain the benefits 
of it : It muft be as plain in all fundamental 

and 
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«nd neceflary articles of belief and pra&ice, 
as God the fountain of wifdom and truth 
could make it, or thought fit to make it ; and 
therefore, for any men to pretend to make it 
plainer by their interpretations, and to make 
their fenfe by impofition of it equal to the 
rule itfelf, is really taking revealed religion 
out of God's hands into their own ; is teach- 
ing his infallible Spirit to (peak more wifely 
and plainly than he has done ; and inftead of 
owning God to be the only father ; and Chrift 
to be the only lord and thafter of christians, is 
taking upon themfelves to be both mafteri and 
fathers ; and in confequence, is to make the 
divine word void and of none effeft, and to 
eftablifh their own in its (lead 

And this impofition is not the lefs unjuft, 
whether the matters impos'd be true or falfe ; 
and is equally wrong whoever is the impofer,' 
and with whatever degree of power, or pe- 
nalty, the impofition is enforc'd. For fince 
God has not appointed any infallible guide 
(befides his own Spirit in the revelation of 
the gofpel) in matters of religion, to whom 
he has commanded us to refort to know his 
will, and to obey his inftrmaions j fo althq* 
what is taught by learned and good men, as 
their fenfe of fcripture, may be and often is 
true % yet as it may be alfo falfe \ they can 
have no right to impofe it } nor can any be ob- 
liged to profcfs it, who do not think it truth. 
So that die matter impoid being true or falfe ^ 
|S equally an invafion of chriftian liberty, and 
V 4 breach 
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breach of the rule of chriftian faith ?md 
communion. 

It plainly follows again, that if impo- 
Jition is right or lawful. in any perfon, pr in 
any degree, it mud be equally right and law- 
fill ip every perfon j^nd in every degree. The 
Papifts, by this rpafoning, have the fame right 
to imppfe the particular doctrines of their 
church, as Lutherans, Cahinifts, &c. have 
to impofe theirs ; and the Papifts have the 
fame right to impofe them with the de- 
gree of power and penalty which they think 
neceflary to enforce them, as the Lutherans, 
QalvintfiSy &c. have to impofe their peculiar 
do&rines with that degree of power and pe- 
nalty which they think neceflary to. enforce 
them 1 whether the degrees of impofition, 
or the degrees of enforcing power and penalty, 
are more or kfs in the one and in the other ; 
and there is no avoiding the, pqnclpfion, that 
if it be lawful or right to impofe, in the leaft 
4egre$ of tempore} penalty, ppjitiye or njega~ 
the, it is lawful and right to go on, an£ impofe 
jn every or the higheft degree of temporal pe- 
fialty. And farther, it will follow by th$ 
fame rgafoping, that whatever power of im- 
fofition Chriftian? rightly have or claim, Ma r 
bometans, d^id Pagans have the fame over all 
within the reach of their jmpofing power, 
whether they be Turks, Jews, Infidels, or 
Cbrijtians ; and thus this imppfitjon of mat- 
ters of religion, which is the ejfence of po- 
pery, makes not only all the different deno- 
minations 
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initiations of Chriftians equal, but all the re- 
ligions in the world equal alfo ; becaufe a 
right to imtiofe* implies an obligation of obe- 
dience to the impofition or impos'd matters; 
otherwiie, it is a right to do or impofc no- 
thing, i. e. a right and no right 

The unavoidable important conclufion, 
which follows from the preceding difcourfe, is, 
that the church hath not ai> impofing^ but 
merely an inftrufiive power ; and that in or- 
der to preferve true religion, that which is 
the only rule and foundation of it ought 
to he kept and maintained unvaried and invio- 
lable ; and fo, that the exprefs fcripture-doc- 
trine and forms (which alone can be eflential 
and fundamental to chriftians) ought to be the 
only doftrine and forms of chriftian faith 
and worihip, and the only terms of chri- 
ftian communion and fellowship. By this 
method, and by no other but this, allfcbi/m 
and berefy will be prevented or remov'd ; for 
there can be no" febifm where all chriftians 
agree to hold communion with each other, 
on the pxprefs conditions and terms of fcri- 
pture ; and there can be no berefy where no- 
thing is impos'd or profefs'd, but what is de- 
cked in, and taken out of it. 

Lastly : As this mgthod is unqucftiona- 
bly right in itfelf, and fends moft to the glory 
of God and his Chrift ; to the advance- 
ment of true religion and godlinefs, and to 
the peace and union of chriftians with one 
another j ib it is highly worthy the consi- 
deration 
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deration of all chriftians, and efpccially of 
the governors of every church ; nor does it 
derogate from any reafbnable or honourable 
power, which the church ever claim'd or 
can claim. It makes God and Chrift, with 
their Spirit, the only rulers of confcience t 
and objefts of our faith ; and leaves an /«- 
JiruSUve power in the hands of the church, 
to advance in chriftkn knowledge and prac- 
tice all its members, by fetting forth cate- 
chifirts and public inftradions, and pro* 
viding able and pious minifters ; who, by 
their pure preaching of the gofpel, and the 
example of their godly lived, may much 
promote both the knowledge &nd virtue of 
the other members of the church commit* 
ted to their care ; and be the means of the 
propagation and increafe of true religion, 
and of the happiness of mankind, both 
here and hereafter. I am, 

SIR, 



NUMB, 
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Clament etiam fitniliter ecckfia feptem orien- 
tates, ad quas fcribit Apofiolus Johannes, 
et die ant ^ quid vobis fecimus fr aires t 
guare Chr*stIani cum Ch^istianis 
pacem habere non vultis ? i%gare in nobis 
CommuniaSacramenta refcinditis t 

August. 

The Point of Christian Communion 
further confdered. 

I Have endeavoured, in a former paper 
on this ftfrjedt, to fkate and explain the 
terms of chriftkn communion In general ; 
and the fain of the argument may be rc-< 

duc'tl to the fblfotrting head! jft, That 

there muft be ibjbe determinate and certain 
rule for the communion of christians *, or 
elfe there can be no foundation for difput- 
fog -at all about it, and 'tis impbffible wc 
fhould ever know whether we are right or 
&ron?.— -- *dly, Hiit the ufiiverfal condition 
of chriftias communion can, in the nature 

of 
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of the thing itfelf, be nothing more, than 
what is absolutely neceflary to denominate 
a man a chriftian ; or, in other words, no- 
thing can, in right, be infilled on, as a qua- 
lification fqr/ the communion of chriftians 
confiderd as fucb> but what is an ejfential and 
indijpenfabk part of true chriftianity. The 
whole queftion therefore is brought to termi- 
nate in this point: — What it is that gives a 
fair and unexceptionable title to the name 
and cbaraSier of a cbriJ}ian.-~~Vpon which 
account, I have attempted to (hew, (3dly) 
from exprefs pajfages of the new teftament, 
that befides a regular and virtuous life, 
(which is of immutable importance under 
every religion, that is of divine original) 
nothing farther is wanting to make the 
chara&er of a chriftian compleat> than the be- 
lieving that y*fu$, is the Chrifii or. which cpn 7 
vey'd* the lame general idea tp the Jews, the 
Jon of God. And thus it appears, mat a pro? 
fefllqn pf chri^n^ty 4 emQnj ^ rate 4 to be fin- 
cere by an habitual couffe of piety and tem- 
perance, pf righteoufne(s r ana ; henc£cence, 
gives every rpan a full title t;pt thg name 
of a chriftian ; and % tip infejwable cpnr 
neftion of thefe two things, with each other, 
to the charity. and fellowfljip, of all other, 
chriftians. t , 

- - - Let us how take a (fyqrt yiew, for 
letting the matter in a ftfonger light, of the 
confequences that follow from the contrary 
fcheme^ which are thefe ;-r?wT^at chriftiaq 

' communion 
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communion is a mere chimera, of which 
there is no uniform invariable ftandard ; that 
the only foundations for it are uncertain con- 
je&ure y and the infinite variety of human 
errors and prejudices ; and all the orders re- 
lating to it of arbitrary impofition : Again, 
that a man may he a. chriftian, and yet not 
have a juft claim to the rights and privileges 
of a chriftian ; and on this foot, all the ob- 
ligations of morality and focial virtue may 
likewife be fubverted : for it may with as 
good reafon be afRrm'd (and indeed it has 
been infinuated, of late, by fome low writers of 
this ftamp) that as a man, he has no claim 
to the common benefits of humanity, to the 
natural and unalienable rights of mankind. — 
And to mention but one abfurd confequence 
more, it unavoidably follows from thefe pre- 
mifes, that 'tis neceflary to chriftian commu- 
nion, that a perfon be of a particular fe£t> 
or denomination of chriftians ; and yet the 
thing talk'd of is not the communion of a 
particular Je& of chriftians, but of chriftians 
in general : So that upoft this wild fcheme, 
'tis chriftian communion, and not chriftian 

communion 5 'tis unfathomable myftery ; 

— a labyrinth of endlefs confufion s — — 
a contradiction^ that deftroys itfelf. 

What, therefore, I have (hewn to be 
the conftitution and appointment of the 
gojpel, for regulating the communion of the 
chriftian church, the fame is the only rule 
that reafon can approve of, or vindicate % nor 

can 
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can it be more neceffary in general, that cer- 
tain terms of chriftian communion be fix'd 
and prefcrib'd, than it is, that this particular 
rule be inviolably obferv'd ; becauie there re- 
mains, upon no other fuppofition, any pofli- 
ble centre of chriftjan unity. If indeed we 
confent to model ourfelves according to the 
fcripture plan, we may preferve the affection 
and mutual regard of brethren, and fecure 
the moft amiable and beneficial union, a union 
vfbeartf) *nd interefisy tho' we can't all agree 
in opinion* or attain ioovitji*e w&jhape o£ 
underftanding. Bjit if we take the liberty to 
frame terms of communion, diftintt from 
what the gofpcl has foe'd as effential %o chrifti- 
anity; and allow xkefame right to others, 
which we affutne to ourfelves; amidft fuch 
inconfiflent pretences, and univerfal ufurpati- 
ons of power, maintained and exercifed juft 
a$ fancy and partiality direft, we muft for 
ever defpair of harmony and peace : This myft 
make the condition of the chriftian church, 
like Hobfas's ftate of nature, a ftate of anar- 
chy and 'war. And befides, as a. uniformity 
either of right or wrong fentiments, in aft 
points of belief and practice, can never be ex* 
pe&ed, while mien have fuch different capaci*. 
ties and advantages ; fuch different educations, 
paffions, and interefts; it can't be imaging 
that this, which is next to impoffible from the 
very frame of human nature, and the ftate 
and circumftanoes of the world, is a neceflary 
quattfctftPA for that fokron office pfchriftjaa, 

communion, 
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* communion, which is always rcprcfcntcd and 
* : enforc'd as an universal duty. •»— Or if 
& we alter the cafe a little, and confider this 

* great adt of our chriftian fellowfhip under the 
f notion of a privilege j what reafon have we to 

* believe that Chrift has ordain'd that any of hie 
faithful fervants fhould be debarred from it* 

2 for mere involuntary errors in other points, 

* that have no immediate connexion with it, 
r and don't interfere with its peculiar defign 
> and ufes ? If it had been our Uviour's real in* 

tention, that other things (hould be requir'd 
as terms of church-communion, befideswbat 
are neceflary to conftitute a true chriftian, 
they would doubtlcfs have been particularly 
fpecify'd; or at lead there would have been 
fome plain general rules relating to them ; 
that they might not be liable, as they now 
are, to eternal difputes. But as there is an 
abfolute filence in this refped, as to all th<? 
peculiar fentiments and ufages by which chris- 
tians are diftinguifti'd from each other $ this 
is the ftrongeft preemption imaginable, that 
the author of our religion did not defign 
that any of them fhould be infifted on. 

And now having largely explained what 
is the general law of chriftian communion* 
from the nature of the thing itfclf, and the 
txprefs conftitution pf the gofpel; I (hall 
briefly recommend it from another topic, 
which is this : that 'tis the moil effectual me* 
thod to advance the honour q{ our holy reli* 
giro* and v mwb bettor adapted to prpram* 

its 
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its caufe and intereft, than the contrary opi- 
nion is, or can be. And — ift, 'Tis an emi- 
nent and fignal honour to cbriftianity, that it 
lays the chief ftrefs on Sincerity, more 
than on the jufteft peculations, and the ut- 
moft exa£tnefs in external and inftituted du- 
ties; and inculcates that, as the only necefla- 
ry recommendation to the efteem, friendftiip, 
and communion, of our felhw-cbriftians, 
which intitles to the favour of God, and the 
rewards and bleffings of eternity. ■ ■ *Tis 
vaftly more honourable to cbriftianity to fup- 
pofe, that all thofe, who in the temper of 
their minds are qualified to receive and im- 
prove, in a proper manner, the privileges of 
the gofpel, have a right to partake of them ; 
than 'tis to aflert, that they are excluded upon 
no foundation for it in the reafon of the thing, 
but by a mere arbitrary appointment. — 'Tis 
much more honourable to cbriftianity, that 
there be a general eajy rule for the communi- 
on of all chriftians ; than 'tis to give fuch an 
account of it, as leaves it on uncertain inde- 
terminable principles, and confequently to 
humour and prejudice. — Again, whatever 
naturally tends to promote peace and concord, 
muft redound more to the honour of our reli- 
gion, than that which has a diredt tendency 
to create animofities and divifions. Now the 
latter are the neceffary confequences of nar- 
rowing our communion, more than a regard 
to Jincerity, and common cbriftianity, requires. 
Such a conduit begets fhynefs and alienation 

of 
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ft of aftedtion, jealoufy and mutual diffidence ; 

a it inflames the paflions, heightens prejudices, 

& and maintains a fpirit of oppofition ; in con- 

• fequence of which, chriftianity is brought 

b into contempt, — and thereby weaken 'd; — 

1 and on this account likewife, that the profef- 

2 fors of it adting on fuch principles, inftead of 
* confidering themfelves as united by one general 
v interejt, and bearing one grand character that 

ought to fwallow up all lefler diftindions, 
will be apt to periue feparate views, and fup- 
port factions againft each other ; but chiefly, 
and above all, as the common caufe of virtue 
and religion is likely to fuflfer, by having left 
cfteem and regard paid to it than are paid to 
mere notions, forms, and rituals, which are 
at beft but appendages, fences, and helps to 
true Religion. 

Should it be objected to what has been 
laid, that, by allowing a promifcuous commu- 
nion of all fincere chriftians of different names 
and fentiments, truth is in danger of being 
fupprefid\ and the primitive chriftian princi- 
ples and practice may, in the end, be loft, in 
fome points of great importance : 'Twill be 
natural to reply, that if there be any weight 
at all in this objection, it lays a lure founda- 
tion for all forts and degrees of impofition: 
For the primitive chriftian principles and 
pra&ice are juft of that importance (and no 
more) to particular perfons, and chriftian fo- 
cieties, as they apprehend them to be of : If 
therefore the fociety, to which I belong, have 
^ X aright 
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a right to make their principles, from the opi- 
nion they have of their importance, ftated 
terms of church-communion ; fo has another 
fociety — tho' their principles are diredtly op- 
polite; nay, fo has every fociety, — be the 
principles they efpoufe true or falfe, honour- 
able to chriftianity, or the moft infamous a- 
bufes and corruptions of it. And can any 
thing like order, any advancement of truth, 
any real fupport of religion, refult from hence? 
'Tis impoflible. — — But in the room of thefe 
advantages, we muft expe<3: jarring and in- 
conjijlent terms of communion of all forts ; 
injury and oppreflioo without meafure ; and 
breaches of peace without end. 

I shall conclude this eflay with two re- 
flections, of which the application is eafy, 

and the ufe plain and obvious. And 

1 ft, As it muft be allow'd, if the premifes 
which Hiave laid down are true, that to make 
the commuoion of chrifiiam a mixt and he- 
terogeneous communion of infidels, rakes, 
and libertines, is an extreme of latitude on 
(he one hand ; fo 'tis equally clear, that to 
contrast it into the particular communion of 
Cahinijls, or Arminians j of the kirk of Scot- 
land, or any other national church j is an ex- 
treme of narrownefs on the other : And to 
make that holy a&ion, which was only defigned 
to be a teftimony of our faith in Chrift, and 
feljowfhip with one another as cbriftians y 
$nd wkh the catholic church ; to make it, I 
$y 9 the mark, ofjign, oifeal x of 31} jattach- 

ment 
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ment to any human ecclefiaftical conftitution, 
is putting a new znd Jlrange face on primitive 
and apoftolical chriftianity. The firft of 
thefe profanes ; the fecond debafes ; and the 
laft quite perverts the original inftitution. — 
2dly, As it farther appears from what has been 
advanced, that a man may have a right to com- 
munion in the chriftian church, who fcruples 
the terms impofed by particular churches ; 
and as he may be a good man, a good mem- 
ber of fociety, and a good chriftian too in the 
higheft and moft perfeCt fenfe, tho he diflikes, 
and refufes to comply with, canons and cere- 
monies of human eftablifhment ; it neceflarily 
follows, that there can be no reafonable 
ground, either on the general principles of 
religion , or on thofe of a juft and honeft^o- 
ticy 9 to exclude him from the civil advanta- 
ges and honours of a chriftian community : 
For what other necejfary qualifications can be 
propofed (or what greater fecurity can be 
given) for his difcharging well and faithfully 
any public truft, provided his abilities are 
equal to it ; befides thofe of his being an up- 
right man, a good fubje<Sk, and a confcientious 
chriftian ? — His being for or again/l the 
ufe of particular seremonies, his being zealous 
for epifcopacy y or presbytery », or any other 
form of church-rule 9 and dijcipline, are evi- 
dently remote and foreign poihts ; in which the 
interejls of civil government, and of confe- 
quence, the rights of a fubjedl, are not near 
fo much concern^, as they are in the plainnefs t 
X 2 or 
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or gaudinefs of his drefs, the Jimpticity or 
luxury of his diet, and his prudential rales 
for family oeconorny. 
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To the OLD WHIG. 

> . ■ ■ 'DwMsfum* w/rOEdipus. Ter, 

SIR, 

THE propofition of repealing the teft-r 
aft is fo commonly the fubjed: of dif- 
courfe,that an OldfFbigczn no longer be filent 
on that head; and tho' many of your former 
difcourfes on the right of private judgment, 
and the injuftice of civil incapacities, on ac- 
count of religious opinions, fifa may have 
been wrote with a view to the cafe of our 
brethren thzfroteflant Dijfenters ; yet we ex^ 
pefit, in a morp particular manner, that you 
will (hew the equity of the attempt, and the 
reafonablenefs of making it, in the approach* 
$ng fcflion of parliament. 

As I converfe chiefly amongft thofe whQ 
call themfelyes Whigt,\ have feldom heard the 
juftice of the cafe difputed : But I have met 
y\$i fo|jie f Wh° f)^tende4 to be well with 
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the great, and would be underftood to /peak 
at fecond-hand, or, as the vulgar term it, 
to reafbn minifteriaily, who fear this ftep will 
make the Dijfentefs obnoxious to the church : 
They have heard of great numbers ofPapifts 5 
they have been very bufy of late; made 
many converts ; we can never be too watch- 
ful againft popery ; this affair may produce 
unhappy divifions* it will end in breaking 
the Whig intereft ; and what is worfe, may 
diftrefs the adminiftration. Thefe, with a 
few emphatical fhrugs, have been the weighty 
objections I have met with, againft the Dif- 
fenters infifting on the enjoyment of their na- 
tural rights ; which, for want of better, I 
will take the liberty to confider: not be- 
caufe I imagine them to have ever been 
countenanc'd by any perfons in power,, but 
becaufe the apprehenfion of it may give a 
damp to that fpirit of liberty, which has 
begun to exert itfelf. 

No man of fenfe can, in earneft, fear 
that our excellent church, which has diftin- 
guifh'd herfelf as much by her fpirit of meek- 
nefs and charity, as by the purity of her doc- 
trine, fhould be offended that a real tolera- 
tion fhould be given to her protectant brethren, 
and every degree of perfecution put an end to. 
Neither can it be any offence to the truly 
pious clergy, that the myfterie6 of our reli- 
gion fhould be facred only to the ufes for 
which they were inftituted, and themfelves 
be delivered from the difagreeable dilemma of 
X 3 adminiftring 
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adminiftring the facrament of the Lord's 
flipper to the openly debauch'd and intem- 
perate, or to be liable to be undone by acti- 
ons, in cafe of their refufal. 

The argument from the danger of popery 
is equally weak ; and indeed I cant think 
that it can be imagin'd, without great injuftice 
and indecency, that a law made to prevent a 
popifli prince from giving power to thofe of 
his own perfuafion, is neceflary to fabfift 
after the acceffion of the illuftrious houfe of 
Hanover. But let the Papijls be never fo 
many, and the danger of their increafe never 
fo great, it can be no reafon for the continu- 
ance of the teft-aft; becaufe they are not 
reftrain'd by their religion, from taking the 
facrament after the manner of the church, 
but are incapacitated by the baths of fupre- 
macy, &c. 

Neither can divifion be fuppofed na- 
turally to arife from taking away the marks 
of diftinftion, which, in reality, tend only 
to create heats and fchifm. And I have as 
oft heard it urg'd as an objection to the in- 
tended attempt, that it would ruin theintereft 
of the Dijfenters, by uniting many of them 
to the church, as that the admiffion oldijfen- 
ters into our church would occafion any dis- 
turbances amongft its members. 

Th e fuppofition of its breaking the Whig 
intereft, was to me quite unintelligible. I 
concluded, that the weight of the dijfenters 
was doubtlefs very confiderable, and that 

they 
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they muft have been very iifcful to us ; that 
every favour (hewn them, muft be a means 
to unite them to us, and consequently to 
flrengthen, rather than break the Whig inte- 
rest. I therefore went to one of thefe minute 
reafoners, to find out how he could imagine 
this attempt would break the Whig intereft. 
I'll tell you how, fays he : Thefe Dijfenters 
will make this attempt to repeal the teft to 
be itfelf a teft : They feem to be extorting a 
confeflion from the perfons to whom they 
apply for affiftance, whether they are indeed 
the Whigs, the patrons of liberty, the patri- 
ots they call themfelves ; and they feem to 
think, every man they approach will imme- 
diately, like Satan at the touch of IthurieVs 
fpear, betray himfelf, and blaze out in his 
proper colours; and they will treat the 
perfons who can't in point of prudence com- 
ply with their requeft, as politicians, politic 
for themfelves only, as ferving their country 
only for an opportunity to plunder it more 
fafely, as corruptors or corrupted, asconfent- 
ing only for their own profit, or oppofing 
only from their refentments. — He would have 
gone on, but I ftopt him, by telling him, 
that the Dijfenters refentments, however high 
they might rife on other occafions, could not 
be fear'd on this ; for that all Whigs would 
unite on this occafion, and exert themfelves 
in their favour. Pray, who told you fo, fays 
he, with a look which he afTumes when he 
would put on an air of importance ? My 
X 4 reafon 
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reafon, faid I, tells me, that no perfbn de- 
ferves the name of a Whig r who will prefer 
any little views of his own, to the interefl 
of his country and the liberty of mankind* 
I am forry, Sir, fays he, you know mankind 
fo little 3 but, perfued he with an air of cold— 
nefs and contempt, this is a very ungrateful 
return for the favours the Dijfenters have re— 
ceiv'd. F a vo u r s ! faid I, of what kind ? 
When my friend, inftead of anfwering, 
left me with that fort of abruptnefs which 
proceeds from having faid too much, and yet 
wanting to lay more ; and made me refle<5t, 
that if indeed Whiggifm meant no more than 
a fadtion, perfuing the views of ambition 
and avarice, there might arife divifions which 
would effectually break their intereft; that 
the Whig in pojfejjion, as Mr. Osborne calls 
him, would be oppofite to the Whig in ex- 
pectation ; the Whig in poffejjion would be as 
zealous for keeping up every diftin&ioa 
which may obftrudt the way to preferment, 
as the Whigs in expectation would be to re- 
move them. But whatever little views may 
influence fome few mean men, I can't per- 
fuade myfelf to believe the Whigs to be fo de- 
generated from the fpirit of their fathers, as 
to. give any countenance to fo unworthy an 
afperfion ; and queftion not but we {hall fee 
an unanimity and activity on this occafion, 
worthy of the caufe and charader we affume. 

The fuppofing that this attempt iAay 
diftrefs the adminiftration, mufl be treated as 

merely 
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merely chimerical. This adminiftration has 
been iupportcd by .Whigs, and are not a- 
fhamed of owning the principles and caufe 
of liberty : Every acquisition of the TPbigs, 
is therefore ftrengthening their hands, and 
making their administration fecure and eafy; 
as it inlarges the number of friends, fecures 
their affedions, and defeats the fchemes of 
the adverfary. From whence then fhould 
they be diftrefs'd ? As for their avow'd ene- 
mies, their enmity can't be increas'd $ as for 
fecret ones, they are moft dangerous whilft 
conceal'd. Ay ! but we are told, there is 
a kind of amphibious creature, a motley 
animal, a Tory in church, tho* a Whig in 
fiate : This mungrel may be angry, and do 
mifchief. 

I imagine fuch a creature, a mere 
fidtion; too great an abfurdity to have an 
exigence : But if fuch a creature could exift, 
its character would be too inconfiftent to 
enable it to do mifchief. 

I t could have no pbwer I mean of its 
own ; it muft be hated by all parties, and 
trufted by none. All the influence fuch a 
creature is capable of, is being the canal of 
preferments, or the tranfmitter of pecuniary 
rewards ; and even thofe muft lofe much of 
their intended weight, by paffing thro* fuch 
a medium. 

We may therefore be aflured, no fuch 
creature, however it may be difpofed, will 
ever be able to diftrefs the prefent admini- 

fixation; 
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ftration ; as it never has been, nor can ever hope 
to be, trailed by them $ unlefs they fuppofe 
the adminiftration covets the character of the 
clown's miftrefs in Sbakejpear y who had more 
hair than wit, more faults than hair, but 
more money than faults. I am, 

SIR, 

Tour\ &cc. 

Hugo de Burgo. 
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S IR, 

YOU have lately very much entertain'd 
your readers with the different fpecu- 
lations of two very ingenious writers ; both 
of them, I dare fay, true and hearty friends 
to liberty j on a very nice branch of that 
argument, which, I think, is not abfolutely 
determined, nor given up on either fide. 
The inquiry is concerning the right of the 

ci<6\\ 
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civil magiftrate to take cognizance of any 0- 
pinions 3 received or maintain" d by any of the 
members of fociety. 

My prefent defign is, not to decide this 
queffcion one way or the other ; much left 
to animadvert on the reafonings that have been 
fo fairly and judicioufly advanced on each 
fide of the debate ; but only to offer fome 
observations which feem to me founded up- 
on truth and reafon, relating to this inquiry, 
perliaps not altogether new, but which may 
be made ufe of and improv'd to what pur- 
poie they may ferve. 

My firft obfervation is this ; That if the 
magiftrate has a right to try and punifti hurt- 
ful opinions (as they are calPd) he muft needs 
have a right to try and punifh all that he 
thinks are injurious to fociety ; and they will, 
in every one's account, be of all forts, moral, 
religious and civil ; or, rather all fuch opinions 
will be deem'd civil only : For none, I fup- 
pofe, will pretend to efcape, by (hewing, 
that their opinions are not civil, but moral 
only, or religious. And indeed, who will 
fay, that atheifm, infidelity and herefy, are 
not highly injurious to fociety, and not to 
be carefully watch'd and punifh'd, by every 
righteous magiftrate, be he civil or fpiritual ? 
And yet, I fear, this reafoning will foon e- 
red): and juftify an inquifition> and muft there- 
fore remain a very great difficulty in this 
fcheme. v 

In 
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In the next place, let it be considered, that 
the force and efledfc of opinion, can only be 
in proportion to mens bonefty ; and therefore, 
all laws made againft any opinions, can be 
intended oi>ly againft bonefi men that .hold 
them ; for no other fort of men can be in- 
fluenced to a&ion by principles. And yet it 
would look a little aukward to enaft, that no 
bonefi man fbould bold foch and jfuch opinions. 
The truth is, that good or bad principles can 
have no effeft but upon bonefl minds ; and 
therefore may Serve or hurt ibcieties when 
embraced by fuch: but thefociety has a re- 
medy agaiaft all bad effe&s when they ap- 
pear in a&ion* Befides, rewards and puntfh- 
ments cannot aflefit opinions ; they can neither 
add to, nor take from, their evidence. They 
may ferve to perfecute and torment honeft 
men about them, and fo rather fpread them 
by creating opposition and zeal about them, 
as experience £hews 5 but can never prevent 
them. 

Again : Nothing is more evident, than 
that paffions and inclinations are more preva- 
lent and hurtful to fociety, than opinions of 
any fort can be ; becaufe the generality are 
governed by them : And yet none ever pre- 
tended to make laws againft them, till they 
broke out into a&ion ; and every one thinks 
himfclf and his property fufficiently fccured 
by thofe laws which punifti the offences 
that their indulgence may produce ; tho' he 
is pretty fure he is ever furrounded by men 

who 
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who are no otherwife retrained from exe- 
cuting their deiires* Thus covetoufnefs, im- 
purity, injuftice, and the like, tho' never fo 
openly avow'd, or gloried in, the fource of 
all disorders and injuries, have never been 
prohibited fay laws till the affions have ap- 
peared. It would indeed be abfurd to fup- 
pofe thefe paffions and inclinations taught 
and profefc'd, becaufe no evidence could pof- 
fibly be brought to maintain them as opinions-, 
but could they really be propagated that way, 
I lee not how they could come under legal 
restraints, till the injurious actions were per- 
formed. But to add one obfervation more, 

If opinions themfelves are not to be brought 
to the teft, and punifli'd by the magiftrate, 
then the difcavering or propagating of fuch o- 
pinions cannot be cognizable. For if the o- 
pinion be not fo detrimental as to require 
prohibition ; the increafe of it, which is the 
worft confequence that can follow, ought 
not to be prevented by the magiftrate ; unlefs 
it is to be punifh'd only, when be thinks it 
too prevalent : Avery uncertain and dangerous 
rule of procedure. Every honeft man is ob- 
liged to propagate his opinions, in propor- 
tion to their apprehended importance ; and 
they can only prevail as they appear true : 
For, confidercd z%beneficial y they cannot po£- 
fibly prevail as opinions (reafon being the on- 
ly poffible evidence of truth} but as excite- 
ments of inclination to aSlions ; which are, 
without difpute, cognizable j and therefore 

men, 
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men, who defign to bring about a&ions, 
conformable to certain opinions, or otherwife, 
ever conceal or difcover them, only as it may 
ferve that purpofe, and to fuitable perfons ; 
not as truth, which is fit only to excite 2, few 
boneft and faithful men, but as points of inte- 
re/t, where they may be moft likely to take 
effect. Therefore, this fort of teaching, or 
rather exciting, is not cafily come at, till it 
breaks out into fome manifeft intention or 
evert aft ; which is again out of difpute. 

It remains, I think, that whatever may be 
fairly interpreted to be an aftion, or intention 
to aft, contrary to the rights and interefts 
of the fociety, is cognizable by the civil ma- 
gistrate, and is properly his care to prevent. 
Opinions, as fuch, cannot poffibly affedt fo- 
ciety, nor be treated as aftions. How far 
the teaching and propagating fome fort of 
opinions, may be accounted intentions or 
excitements to adfcion, depends, in great mea- 
fure, upon what has been faid, and muft be 
left to be determined by equitable judges. 
To be fure, thofe a&ions which would moft 
hurt the fociety, and which are attended with 
the moft fatal efFe&s, are ever to be moft 
ftri&ly guarded and watched againft, by the 
laws and magiftrates, to their moft remote 
intentions and defigns \ and others, lefs in- 
jurious in their proportion. This has always 
been the judgment and pradlice of all go- 
vernments, to protect and defend the moft 
public lives and properties in the ftridteft 

and 
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and moft effe&ual manner 5 and to provide 

againft all perfonal injuries and abufes, in 

proportion to the real damage apprehended. 

And this is juft and right, whatever be the 

rule of determining intentions and a&iom z 

The particular inftances of which, I will 

not enter upon at prefent, but leave to more 

experienced judges. I am, 

SIR, 

Tour bumble Servant, 
PHILALETHES- 



NUMB. XXXVIL 



To the OLD WHIG. 

Epift. Ench. 
SIB, 

pPICTEfUS, to (hew the neceffity 
^ of a confident and uniform behaviour, 
gives us a fatyrical pidture of the op- 
pofite character j and compares thofe who 
occafionally vary their opinions and manners, 
Jprming their judgments by the fentiments of 

others, 

/ 
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others, or at fecond-hand, to monkeys, mi- 
micking the adions of men ; and concludes, 
concerning every perfon, who departs from 
his real character, and affumes a fi&itious 
one, %>* H t! Yvx* *Kv> that he is> as we fay, 
a fellow that has nothing in him. 

We may therefore realbnably conclude of 
every perfon of any confequence, that their 
conduct will be confiftent and uniform, whe- 
ther it is good or bad ; and from a know- 
ledge of paft a&ions, form a probable judg- 
ment of the futpre. 

From hence it is, that I hope you will 
inform your readers, what is to be expedted 
.will be the conduct of every confiderable 
perfon, in the intended attempt to explain, <jr 
repeal, thofe laws which are objected to, by 
our proteftant brethren, the Dijf enters. 

I imagine, fuch an inquiry would 
be as ufeful as entertaining ; as it would 
ingage many perfons to be adtive on this 
occafion, who feem to be in a ftate of indo- 
lence, not to be fhook off, but by great 
hopes of fuccefs. 

A s the eyes of the Whigs are, in the firft 
place, turn'd on the minifiry^ you will give 
them the agreeable aflurance of their favoura- 
ble difpofition to incourage this undertaking, 
and of their powerful affiftance in carrying 
it on ; which, tho* it is fufficiently evident, 
from their having always pfofefs'd themfclves 
to be Whigs, and avow'd the principles of 
liberty, will flill the more Arongly appear, by 

confidering 
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confidering the writings of thofe who are 
fuppos'd to fpeak the fenfe of the great, and 
arc therefore call'd minifterial writers ; and 
particularly thofe of Britannus and Mr. 
Osborne 5 whofe papers on the fubjedt of na- 
tural rights, deferve both attention and great 
commendation. 

Bux it will leave no room for a doubt, 
when we confider, that the Diflenters have 
merited fome favour from the adminiftra- 
tion, not only by a fteady attachment to 
Whig principles, from the revolution to this 
day, by which the facceffion of the illuftrious 
houfe of Hanover has been eftablifh'd and 
fecur'd ; but by fhewing a particular difpofi- 
tion to make the fituation of the minijiry as 
eafy as poflible; taking their dire<5tion, I 
may almoft call it, in every cafe where gen- 
tlemen in the adminiftration might decently 
interfere ; and particularly, even in this very 
affair, having defer'd it for fome years, in 
obedience to their comnjands. 

And more efpecially, as the favour afk'd, 
is really no other, than to deliver them from 
perfecution, and permit them to enjoy their 
natural* rights: To reftore fubje&s, whole 
dutiful behaviour intitled them to be confi- 
der'd amongft the beft, to enjoy only what 
is the right of the worft. They afk not to, 
be put into any employment, but to remove 
2n incapacity; nay, to remove, or alter, 
laws, which punifli for not executing of offi- 
ces, and at the fame time incapacitate them to 
execute thofe offices. Y The 
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The fituation therefore of the miniftry, 
with regard to the DifTenters, calls on them 
to uie every degree of influence which is law- 
ful and parliamentary in their behalf. 

For tho' they would have little to appre- 
hend from, the DifTenters, from a contrary 
condudt ; who, tho' they faw themfelves di£ 
appointed for want of their afliftance, would 
lay by their refentments, and find excufes 
for having been hanter'd into a delay, which 
was to give their enemies time to defeat 
them : Perhaps they might even gofo far, as 
to realize the chara&er of Jack in the Tale 
of the tub) and take the box of the ear for a 
favour, and confult agaip with their good 
friends how they may be moft fhamefully 
and effe&ually abufed : I fay, whatever is 
to be hop'd from the meeknefs of our Prote- 
ftant brethren, yet, in fiich a cafe, the gentle* 
men in the adminiftration would appear to aft 
fp inconfiftent with their characters, their 
principles, the liberties of mankind, and 
their obligations of gratitude, that it is im- 
poflible to be believ'd fuch a thing can ever 
liappen, whatever fome men, who have pri- 
vate reafons to fear this matter's being brought 
on, may falfely fuggeft. 

A s for thofe Whigs, whofe misfortune it 
is, on fomeoccafions to differ in their fenti* 
ments from gentlemen in the adminiftration, 
there is no reafon to fufpedt, that, on this 
occafion, they will be defirous to fhew, that 
they differ as much from the principles of 

JVbiggifm 
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Wbiggiftn and the caufc of liberty, as they 
do, on other occafions, from the mcafures 
of the miniffry: The only difpute which 
can here reafonably be expedted between them 
and the Whigs in the adminiftration is, which 
of them (hall bring in the bill. 

The afliflance of our church, as far as 
it is proper, and parliamentary, is alfo to be 
relied on by the DifTenters in this attempt. 
The removing all caufes of difiention, is the 
real intereft, as well as the favourite care 
t)f our clergy ; whp are to well convinced 
of the juftke of the Difienters claim, and of 
the good effe&s which may be expe&ed from 
the repeal of fuch laws, that I may affirm it 
to be an afiertion of a very eminent prelate, 
mod zealous for the rights of the church. 
That he had himfelf been for all the former 
repeals, and fliouldbe for this, if a way 
could be propos'd to keep out the Papifts. 
Which, as it may be done, we doubt not 
but the example and influence of this great 
man will be regarded by our church; who, 
by their candour and charity on this occafion, 
will (hew their defire of chriftian unity j 
which confifts, as the great Dr. Clark ex- 
prefs'd it, not in the unity of opinions in the 
bands of ignorance, nor in the unity of pro- 
feffion in the bands of byitocrijy, but in unity 
of the Spirit \n bands 01 peace. 

I must here mention, that as oft; as the 

fears of popery are urg'd as reafons for the 

continuance of the teft, it muft be obfeiVd, 

Y 2 that 
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that thcDiffentcrs have not (hewn lefs concern 
for the proteftant intereft than ourfelves: 
That when the dangers of popery were 
real, from there being a profefs'd Papift next 
in facceffion to the crown, their zeal carried 
them fo far, as to confent, nay to defire, to 
be fubjeft to the inconveniencies of this 1 — , 
tho' oppreflive in itfelf, and infufficient to 
anfwer the purpofes proposed by it; nor 
have they attempted its repeal, till the fuc- 
ceffion of the prefent royal family to the 
throne, fecur'd us from all fuch dangers; 
and experience, join'd to reafon, had evine'd 
the injuftice of the 1 — , and its infufficiency 
to anfwer itspurpofe: That the Roman Ca- 
tholics may have difpenfations which re- 
move from them all the inconveniencies of 
this law, whenever the interefts of their 
religion require it ; and that it is to the pope, 
alone, that any benefits we have from this 
law is owing ; that it's only the Diflenters 
who are affe&ed by it ; and that other laws 
now in force moft effectually anfwer the 
intention of this. 

The Diflenters themfelves, as th^y are 
immediately concern'd in this affair, fo is 
their conduit greatly material to its fuccefs : 
A becoming fteadinefs and moderation, is 
what their friends rely on ; fince without it, 
they may be allured of being baffled in this 
attempt, and precluded too from all others; 
and reduced to a moft abject and divided ftatc 
of infignificancy. Whereas now they are in a 

capacity. 
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capacity, by unanimity and calmnefs, to make 
their worth known, and to reap moft valua- 
ble fruits from their honeft attempt, tho' it 
fliould mifcarry ; and particularly, that of fu- 
ture union amongft themfelves, and being vin- 
dicated from the imputation of being lovers of 
difiention, and defirous to keep up every 
caufe of complaint, left their numbers (hould 
diminifh. I won't mention ftories of bribery, 
&c. which can never gain belief from any 
thinking man ; tho' the vulgar do give credit 
to any unworthy afperlion, to blacken thofe 
who have more virtue than themfelves. 

A s for men who are fond of being call'd 
high-church, and thought Jacobites, I own I 
have litde hopes of their favouring Diflenters ; 
but they will at leaft adt cautioufly, for every 
man makes every cafe of perfecution his own. 
If a Diffenter is to be perfecutcd for his religion 
to-day, I may be fo for mine to-morrow. 
Smitbfield has not remov'd its place a hairV 
breadth, during the laft century ; and the fame 
queftion may reafonably be afk'd every perfe- 
cutor, (/. e. every one who would make him- 
felf a judge over his brethren, in cafes where 
he has no reafonable jurifdidtion) which 
the Ifraelite afk'd Mofe^ intendeft thou to 
kill me, as thou didft the Egyptian ? I am, 

SIR, 

Tour's, &c. 

Hugo de Burgo, j 

Y 3 NUMfi. 
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NUMB- XXXVIII, 

7* /Jr OLD WHIG, 

SIR, 

SINCE you was fo good as to infert 
in vour Paper, a Letter which J re^ 
ceiv'd from A.Z. in favour of pur reli r 
gious confutation ; I hope you will not 
think that this lefs deferves a place there ; 
which is defign'd in favour of the rights of 
fubjedts, for the particular honour of the 
church of England, and to promote the in? 
tereits of virtue and try? religion. I am, 

S I R, 

Tour bumble Servant, 

P. <^ 

4 fecond Letter to a Friend in tbe Country, 

Dear Sir, 

I Thank you for your kind reception of 
my laft in favour of our prefent religious 
conftitution ; and I take it for a further 
Jtanfe pf your approbation, fince I was wil- 
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ling you fhould make what ufe of it you 
pleafed, that you gave it the public in the 
Old Whig : For I know, if you had not 
thought the fentiments juft, you would have 
kept the miftakcs, or the mere amufement, to 
yourfelf. You have now injoin'd me a 
harder tafk, at leaf): one I am not fo well qua- 
lified for. I think I am better able to judge 
concerning truth and reajbn, than the policies 
and defigns of men in fociety : However, I 
fubmit to your commands. 

You tell me, that you hear the Dijfenters 
are agreed, and have the permiffion of our 
great folks, to try their intereft this feffion, 
for the repeal of the teft a£t Hereupon 
you gravely afk me, What views and defigns 
they can have in it? And what fort of inte- 
rejis and people they can hope, or expe& y to 
engage with them ? I know you don't believe 
I can tell you any fecrets on this head , nor 
do you imagine, that I can let you into any 
policies of flate, or fchemes of a party. My 
private life, and my political infidelity, have 
taken off all that curiofity and confidence 
which might qualify me for fuch a ftation. 
You muft therefore put thefe queftions to me 
in a mere fpeculative and philofophical way ; 
and as fuch I fhall try to anfwer them, from 
the nature of things, the tempers of men, and 
the interefts and circumftances of affairs, as I 
apprehend them. 

The firft moft obvious and immediate 

defign the Dijfenters feem to have, muft na- 

Y 4 turally 
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turally be to get rid of the reproach and 
burthen^ that muft needs lie upon them from 
fuch a law as the teft ad. Some of them 
are really hinder'd by fcruples of confcience 
from that ufefulnefs to fociety which they are 
otherwife well qualified for ; and fhut out 
from thofe advantages which they have a na- 
tural right to, in common with all good and 
faithful fubje&s : And all of them are un- 
righteoufly branded with this mark of re- 
proach, as if their principles, and even their 
religion, made them unfit to be trufted and 
employ'd with others in the offices and privi- 
leges of fociety, contrary to all truth, rea- 
fon, and experience. This muft be allow'd 
to be a great hardship* which they may rea- 
fonably and juftly wi(h and endeavour to re- 
move. But this is indeed a very partial and 
particular view ; and truly if it be confider'd 
in that light only, and as the relief and ad- 
vantage of a party, or the intereft of the 
Dijfenters as a feparate body of the people ; 
I don't know whether there are not incon- 
veniencies and dangers in the attempt fully 
fufficient to balance all their hopes. Not 
to mention the envy and ill-will that it 
muft ftir up and foment among their ene- 
mies, to prevent their defires, or to ftir up 
fome equivalent vexation ; is not mildnefs 
and toleration the moft natural and effec- 
tual method of dividing and deftroying them 
as a party ? To take off the keeneis and fpi- 
rit of opposition, and the marks of diftin&ion, 

and 
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-and every handle of reproach and pretence 
of injury ? I'm fure truth and experience 
demonftrate this. We muft therefore Jook 
a little further, and fee what other views they 
may well be fuppofed to have who under- 
ftand the natures and interests of a party, 
better than to be thus deceiv'd. 

I doubt not, many who are true friends 
to this government and adminiftration, know, 
that by the removal of this impediment, 
many hands and hearts, efpecially in corpo* 
rations, will be fet at liberty to ferve their 
country $ and that thereby, the ftrength and 
influence of our prefent happy ejtablijhment 
will be greatly increafed. 

Some there are again, that have a true 
zeal fbr'the'&flwr and purity of the chri- 
ftian religion; which they believe and profefe ; 
and are juftly icandaliz'd at fo unnatural and 
profane a ufe of a folemn and religious infti- 
tution ; and whether it does, or does not, 
immediately affed: the particular communion 
of chriftians to which they refort, would 
however rejoice to fee fo great a blot remov'd 
from a chriftian church, and that excellent 
religion clear of all fuch bafe and mean pro- 
ftitution. 

Others yet may herein regard the rights 
of mankind, and the. ipterejis of virtue. 
They may fcorn the low and partial con- 
trivances of political hypocrites, to ingrofs 
privileges and pofleffions ■ to themfelves, by 
incroaching on the properties and confiden- 
ces 



33<> 72* Old Whig. N° 38, 

ces of their fellow-creatures ; and may jultiy 
wifb that all thcfe temptations to hypocrify, 
and to pretences of religion, were out of the 
way ; that truth and virtue might be left 
to ks native beauty and excellence, and 
might not be corrupted by worldly interefts 
and human policies. 

You fee now what views thefe people may 
fairly be allow'd to have, and may thus 
eafily anfwef your felf the latter part of your 
queflion : But as the intertfts and people, that 
they may hope or expefl to engage with them 
in this attempt i are more and greater than 
one would at firft imagine, Til take a more 
particular account of them with you. 

In the firft place then, all thofewho feel them- 
felves thus opprejfedand injured by their fcru- 
pulous way of thinking, will naturally ex- 
ert all their influence to promote this re- 
peal ; and all thofe who think this cafe a real 
hardfhip, and are difpofed to do every one 
common juftice, may reafonably be expected 
to join in the fame defign. Indeed fuch as 
confider the diflfenting intcreft as a diftind 
and feparate party 5 or even as a fet of peo- 
ple peculiarly concerned for liberty in oppo~ 
fition to any ecclefiaftical impofitions, and 
who underftand well the nature and ipirit 
of a party ; will fee, as I faid before, that 
this repeal is not very defirable in this view ; 
and that it will rather calm and blind the 
uneafy refentments of other reftraints, that 

by 
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by the continuance of fo plain and reproach* 
ful a violence, are more eafily raifed and 

All thofe, in the next place, who are 
\ieartily concerned for the fupport of the pre- 
sent government and adminiftration, (hould 
be willing to increafe the power and influence 
of iiich who are true and zealous friends to 
it. Every capacity of ferving a fociety that 
can be put into the hands of thofe who will 
faithfully employ it, is fo much ftrength juftly 
gain ? d againft any of its enemies ; and if 
there are any who would not rejoice in fuch 
a point gain'd, or who might be difpofed, 
thro' envy or felfifenefs, to withdraw their 
affiftance, in rcfentment of fo equitable a 
procedure ; will they not be juftly fufpe&ed 
p> have been all along feeking their own in- 
terests under pretence of public fervke ? And 
will they not (hew a moft unrighteous and 
unchriftian fpirit towards their fellow- fubje&s 
and fellow-chriftians ? However the manage- 
ment of thefe political interefts does not come 
under our prefent fpeculation. *Tis fufficicnt, 
that all honeft and real friends of the prefent 
government, wght to give thek affiftance to- 
wards this repeal. 

Another fct of people, who may fair- 
ly be expeded to join their influence, are 
jtll thofe who are really concerned for the 
honour and purity of the chriftian religion. 
Such, no doubt, would rejoice to fee fo facred 
a rite of t&tt holy religion refcucd from be- 
ing 
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ing a tool of ambition, and an engine of fe- 
cular intereft. Thofe who efteem this pro- 
feflion as founded upon truth and reafon, 
and naturally conducting its followers to the 
perfection of virtue and happinefs, would wiih 
it might be fufFered to appear in its own 
beauty and fimplicity, unallay'd with worldly 
aims, and uncorrupted with ftate policies. 
They cannot wiih that any were enticed to 
embrace it from the leaft prejudice or temp- 
tation ; much lefs that any were compelled to 
the outward profeflion of it, or perhaps only 
to the legal profanation of its folemn rites. 
Thofe, indeed, who call themfelves chriftians, 
only that they may partake of the profits 
and emoluments of the external profeflion 
of that religion ; who inwardly laugh at the 
ferious belief of it, or prefer any worldly 
gain to the beft of its rewards j will ad: 
very confiftently in maintaining thefe reli- 
gious diftindtions, and thefe feparate arts of 
excluding honeft men from common be- 
nefits. 

But above all, thofe feem to me to be 
moft concerned that this a€t ihould be re- 
pealed, who have a juft and true value for 
chrifiianity upon good and folid reafons, 
and have, moreover, an honeft zeal for our re- 
ligious eftablifliment, as fuppofing it the beft 
and pureft profeflion of that religion. This 
may, at firft fight, appear a fort of paradox ; 
fince this law is fuppofed by fome, to have 
been made for the fecurity and increafe of 

the 
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the members of this eftablifhment How* 
ever, I'll ftand to my aflertion, only defiring 
you to remember, that I am not here con- 
lidering the adherence to the eftablifhment as 
a party intereft, or a worldly defign ; for 
in that view, to be fure, all marks of diftinc- 
tion, be they never fo unreafonable, or in- 
jurious, and all means of ingrofling gainful 
emoluments, tho' never fo unrighteous, are 
quite in character, and not to be given up for 
the fake of any truth, religion, or even focial 
good. But I am fuppofing this form of 
chriftianity which is eftablifh'd, is profefs'd 
upon the beft principles, and in faithful pre- 
ference of it to any other : Then I fay, the 
virtuous and religious members of the church 
of England ought, in character, to be 
moft zealous for the removal of this teft a<9: : 
As thereby the chriftian religion will be here 
profefs'd more purely and honourably ; and 
their own peculiar communion will be freed 
from a moft grofs abfurdity, and moft high 
and juft reproach. I here take it for granted, 
and furely I cannot be miftaken, that all the 
members of this church who conform on the 
beft principles, fee, that the making a moft 
foleipn religious inftitution a civil teft, is 
highly injurious to the chriftian faith, and 
an unreafonable hardfhip upon both the mi- 
nifters and people of the eftablifhment ; and 
that none of thofe who are fo well difpofed, 
can help allowing this to be a moft grofs er- 
ror and blemifh in their communion $ and 

that 
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that all fuch will be ever ready to affift toward* 
the farther purity and excellence of their own 
peculiar church. Thofe therefore who have a 
due zeal for the church of England, may 
fairly be expected to join and affift in this 
repeal. This I am very fure of* that no prin- 
ciples can juftly defend conformity upon 
true and reafonable grounds, that will not 
equally oblige thofe who fo conform to con- 
tend earneftly for the repeal of the teft 
a€t. 

But there is yet another fort of people 
who may be depended upon to promote this 
defign, as it tends to maintain and advance 
the rights of mankind, and the interefts of 
virtue. I diftinguifh this regard for the 
rights of men, and the interefts of virtue, as 
a farther motive to engage fome for this re* 
pea! y and I cannot help thinking, that all 
impartial lovers of truth and liberty, will ice 
the reafonablenefs of taking off this inju- 
rious and reproachful teft, and of reftoring 
their feilow-fubjeds to their natural and fe- 
cial rights : And furcly they would rejoice to 
fee all the bars and diicouragements tofincere 
virtue removed, whether they may be call'd 
worldly temptations or punifhments, civil 
bribes to hypocritical profeffion, or negative 
perfections of Sncerity. 

And now I am very fenfible that you'll 
fay, I have made a great buftle about many 
interefts, and divided and diftinguilh'd forts 
and opinions of men j as if the ftrength 

collected 
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<olle£ted for this fame repeat was very con- 
Uderable : Whereas, upon a careful infpe&oit 
and examination, it is all parade, and they 
really make but a very infignificant and weak 
body ; being only a few boneli and virtuous 
men, and fome friends of the government, 
and fome peculiar profeffors ; who are alfo to 
be undefigning religious people, without zeal, 
even for their own parties and didindtions. 
And what will you fay, can this handful do, 
againd the great multitude of felfifh, into- 
refted, ambitious, ignorant and vicious men, 
who may all be enemies to this righteous 
fcheme, or eafily engaged by thofe who really 
are fo? 

Wh y truly I have little to fay in reply. 
You know I am far from being (anguine a* 
bout any political views, and much left fo as to 
the fuccefs of any points of truth and right. 
I pretend not to fay, that thefe {peculations 
carry much force, or encourage any great 
hopes. All that I (hall add is, that if men 
were a little thoughtful, and in earned about 
thefe things, and could any way be induced 
to weigh and confider them ; they have fo 
much truth and importance, that all ratio- 
nal minds mud, in fome degree, be influ- 
enced by them : And who can tell, if the 
caufe was fairly dated to thofe who are con- 
cerned 5 as corrupt as we are, or feem to 
be ; what fpirit and zeal may arife in the 
breads of men of virtue and honour, to be 

found 
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found faithful to the interefts of truth and 
liberty ? I am, 

SIR, 

Tour faithful bumble Servant, 

A. Z. 

P. S. You know there is an objec- 
tion to this repeal often made, and oftener 
pretended, that this law is neceflary to 
exclude Papifts, and was fo intended. This 
confideration could not come within my 
anfwers to your queries, which related only 
to the right and reafon of the repeal ; and 
if it thereupon appears juft, this teft ad: 
is, in confequence, an unjuft way of ex- 
cluding them ; and no doubt, if any great- 
er fecurity againft them is neceflary, than 
the laws in being againft their practices, 
and proper tefts of their allegiance and 
fubje&ion to the prefent government ; fome 
others may be thought of, that may neither 
interfere with the common rights of fubje<9s, 
nor corrupt the interefts of religion and 
virtue. 
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NUMB. XXXIX. 



IMPOSITION, in matters of religion, 
being proved in a late difcourfc publifh'd 
in this paper to be immediately oppofite to, 
and deftru&ive of cbrifiian liberty ; a virtual 
denying that thcjcriptures are the only rule of 
revealed truth ; the foundation of fcbiftn and 
berejy, and the very effence of popery, which 
is not only irreligion and antichrift, but is 
even worfe than atheifm itfelf 5 a confidera- 
tion upon fubfcription to cburch-forms y inter- 
pretations offcripture, and human traditions, 
very naturally follows a difcourfe on cbrifiian 
liberty, which is in no fmall degree affe&ed 
by it. _ 

S u b s c r 1 p Tijo n is the cord, or chain, 
with which the confciences of men are ty'd, 
and held in bondage, to impofed forms and 
dptixines; and is, and always hath been, the 
great fapport of falfe religion. 

A s Pagan fuperftition requir'd the votaries 
of idols to fliew their devotion to them, by 
continually offering incenfe upon their altars, 
and bearing the marks of them in their 
bodies ; fo Popijh fuperftition requires all the 
Z worihippcrs 
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worfhippcrs of the antichriftian beaft, to 
bear its mark, and cbaraiter, and name: 
And agreeably to St. John's defcription of 
this tyrannical impqfing power (Rev. xiii. 1 5, 
16, 17.) nqne are allowed to buy or fell, to 
trade in eccleftaftical merchandize, or are ca- 
pable of receiving any of the emoluments of 
the church, or even of the ftate, who have 
not the name of the beaft, and fubfcribe to 
the worfhip of it. 

These fubfcriptions to all the decrees 
and dottrines of the church, as being infal- 
lible, and equally obligatory on confcience 
with the word of God, and the bloody cen- 
fures with which they are iriforc'd, are the 
great bulwark of popery. And indeed, to 
do juftice to the worft of enemies, it mufl 
be own'd, that the Papifts are confiftent in 
requiring, by fubfcription, an abfolute fub- 
miffion of confcience to all the do&rines of 
their church, in confequence of its fuppofed 
infallibility. AW fubfcription, in the nature 
of it, fuppofes the dodtrines fubfcrib'd to be 
evidently and undoubtedly true ; and there- 
fore nothing but an abfolute, or infallible 
certainty of the truth of do&rines can jufti- 
fy requiring fuch a fubfcription, as fuppo- 
feth the abfolute fubmiffion of the judgment 
to them : From whence it follows, that no 
authority, left than divine, is fufficient to re- 
quire fubfcription to matters, or dodtrines of 
• relidon [not known by the light of natural 
reafon] as a rule of faith and religious prac- 
tice; 



N°39- ?fo Oh* Whig. 339 

tke : And the Only way for the church to be 
(as it ought to be, and may be) infallible in 
its do&rine and forms of worfhip, is to pro-* 
pofe and require fubfcription and profemon 
of none but fuch as are contain'd, and evi- 
dently taught and fet forth in fcripture, ac- 
knowledged to be the infallible word of 
God. 

The great error which Proteflants in ge- 
neral ran into in their departure from the Ro* 
man church was, that in throwing oft" fome 
of its grofieft errors, they did not quite rafe 
the foundation which fupported thefe, and 
all its other errors, viz. the tyranny of ifn- 
pofttion : And when they themfelves had got 
liberty from this yoke of bondage, to impofe 
their own do&rines on each other* and re- 
c^ixvtfubfcription to them as to necejjary truths^ 
looks as if they liked the power, and only 
difapproved the name of popery. They 
could not but know, and own, that the Pa* 
J>ifts had the fame right to require fubfcriptiott 
to the do&rines of the &oman church, a$^ 
they hsA to require it to the dodtrines of theirs* 
unlefs tfcey-could prove their own particular 
.doftrines, and interpretations of fcripture* 
%o be really and abfolutely certain and infallible^ 
as the Papifts falfely pretend theirs to be, But 
their difclaiming infallibility as one of the 
greatcft, and in confequence worft, of popifh 
errors, was a reafon which ought to have en- 
-gaged them $0 difdaim, withal, a power and 
every degree of it, which could not be con- 
Z a fiftently 
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fiftently maintain'd, but on pretence, more or 
lefs, of this infallibility : And they would 
have more glorioufly arid happily confulted 
and eftablifhed the purity , peace, and unity of 
the church of Cbrift, if, as they receiv'd the 
infpired fcriptures, and avow'd them, (as the 
ground of the reformation itfetf ) to be the 
only rule of their faith and worjhip, with a 
right of private judgment in the interpreta- 
tion of them ; they had, in intjre confiftency 
with this ground, and rule, and right, re- 
quired no fubferiptions, or made nothing «•- 
cejfary to be receivd as matter of faith, or 
worjhip, or a term of communion, but the 
dodtrines which thefe fcriptures exprefsly de- 
clare to be neceffary to falvation. 

A s fubfeription to human forms of doc- 
trine and worfliip is chiefly required of the 
clergy, and hasbeen introduced by their means, 
and by their influence on the fecular power; 
To it chiefly belongs to them to confider fe- 
rioufly how far, and in what degree, chriftian 
truth and liberty are drmmifh'd, or hurt by it; 
?and to endeavour by the fame influence which 
they may, and ought to have, to be in like 
manner, the means of removing all impofi- 
tion in the fubfeription of any thing, merely 
as matter of religion, but fcripture-do&rine 
tmd worfhip only. 

As this church was never blefled with a 
more learned and truly chriftian bodjrof 
clergy, than it hath in it at prefent, fo it can- 
not but be hoped, that they will pioufly fey 

to 
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to heart this point, which fo particularly 
affects their confciences above the reft of 
the members of the church. For it feems 
to me unavoidably to follow, from the na- 
ture of fubfcription to any human forms of 
religion, or to any thing but the fcripture- 
dodtrines themfelves, that thefe human forms 
and dodtrines muft thereby be render'd as 
necejfary^ and as much a rule of faith and 
worftiip, as the fcripture-do&rine itfelf: 
Therefore again, that they muft be efteem'd 
to be as undoubtedly true and certain as the 
ivord of God, and the confeience be obliged 
equally to fubmit to th?m as to the word of 
God*, and fo the right of private judgment 
and confeience, is evidently, in virtue and 
confequence of this fubfcription, deny'd or 
taken away. 

I t follows alio, that human interpretations 
and forms being thus made equal with the 
divine fcripture, and a part of the rule of 
faith and worfhip, it becomes neceflary to re- 
concile them to each other, that no incon- 
fiftency or error may be found in the church. 
And there are but two poffible ways of do- 
ing this; either by taking a latitude in inter- 
preting the fcripture, and drawing it from its 
dbvious and plain fenfe, to make it agree 
with human church-forms where it appears 
to difagree with them, which is the Popifh 
method : Or elfe to take a latitude in inter- 
preting the church-forms, and drawing them 
from their obvious and plain fenfe, to make 
Z 3 them 
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them agree with fcripture, where they ieem 
to difagree with it, which is the Protejiant 
method. But I cannot but heartily wifti, 
that the clergy, particularly, would confider 
yrhat danger to confeience and religion arifes 
From either of thofe methods in the uic of 
fubfeription. By the firft, they manifeftly 
prevaricate with the word of God, by wrefting 
and perverting the fcripture for the fake of 
holding human traditions : And by the fecond 
(which may feem lefs irreligious) they evi- 
dently prevaricate with hprnan laws, in wreft- 
ing the forms of the church to a fenfe they 
will not bear* and which was never intended 
\>y the impofcrs of them, for the fake of 
reconciling them to what they think is the 
true fenfe of fcripture. 

And thefe unavoidable difficultie^attend- 
ing fubfeription^ which have always been 
felt and complained of by the beft and moft 
worthy members of the church, and which 
tender it highly deferving the confideration 
pf every chriftian, whether in a private or 
public ftation, have made many (I fear the 
moft) of thofe who are fubferibers, in or- 
der to live on the patrimony of the church, 
to fubferibe blindly, implicitly and at ran- 
dom, without examining at all the matters 
fubferibed to 5 or whether the fcripture and 
church-forms and doftrine are, pr can be 
made, confiftent with each other : And what 
a gap this laft method lays open to all irre* 
ligion and immorality, and at laft to intro- 
duce 
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<3uce popery again by a total indifference in 
xnatters of religion, and (inftead of the love 
of God and his truth) by a love of worldly 
intereft and power, is obvious to every feri- 
ous and rational mind. 

And when men have ufcd their confid- 
ences to fubmit carelefsly and implicitly to 
ecchG^&icdl/uh/criptions, without examining 
or regarding whether the matters fubfcribed 
be true 6r not ; they will naturally be led to 
mfe them with the fame indifference and dis- 
regard in their oaths and obligations to the 
fUte. And as it is always obfervable, that 
they who fbbferibe with the leaft underjiand- 
ing and conference, and are refolved to profefs 
any thing at random which the church re- 
quires, for the fake of obtaining her benefits 
and favours, are the moft zealous for impofing 
any fubferiptions upon the confidences of o- 
thers, and thereby for narrowing the bounds 
of the church, and excluding all, who are 
not like themfelves, out of it $ fo it becomes 
others who ('tis hoped) are not a few, nor of 
final! influence and regard among their fel- 
low-chriftians, to be equally zealous, by 
their beft chriftian endeavours, to remove this 
fcandal to religion, and danger both to church 
%vAftate\ and by confeiehtioufly giving to 
Cafar the things which are Cafar' s> and fted- 
dily and invariably giving to God the things 
which are God's ; fubferibing, with a fincere 
and pious heart, to the laws only of the latter 
Jn rxjatters of religion, and fubmitting to the 
Z 4 good 
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good government of the former with me fame 
finccrity and fidelity ; thus to maintain and 
preferve, with the honour of both, the un- 
doubted rights of fociety and liberty of con- 
science ; and to make perfed: that reforma- 
ion of religion from popery which was well 
begun, but left imperre<ft, as the moft learn- 
ed and pious churchmen have feen and 
fonfefs'd. , 

To the purpofe of promoting the good 
end defign'd by this difcourfe. and which I 
hope will excufe the freedom of it, I {hall 
conclude it with the opinion and advice of 
fome eminent perfon^, whofe fentiments are 
highly deferving our attention and regard. 

CONSTANTINE the great, the firft 
chriftian emperor, in his famous fpeech to 
the council of Nice, told them, * " That the 
<c writings of the evangelifts and the apoftles, 
* € and the oracles of the ancient prophets, 
" clearly taught them what notions they 
u ought to have concerning God ; and 
u therefore he advis'd them to lay afide all 
f< animofity and contention, and to make 
" the infptrd fcriptures alone y the founda- 
cc tion and guide of their determinations 
c< about religion". 

Th e very learned \ Erafmus who was a 
jnoderate Papift, hath given his opinion, that 
the beft way to reconcile to the church thofe 

* Theodoret. Ecctef. Hijl. B. I. Ch. 7. 
f Epift. 478. Job. Sleff* Bohtm. $dit. tugd. Ba& 
J703. Tom. 3. 

who 
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-who diflent from it, would be, if the church 
would not require its own definitions to be re- 
ceived as matters of faith ; but thofe doc- 
trines only which are clearly exprejfed in the 
Jacred writings, and which are declared to be 
necejfary to fahation : In which refpedt, he 
adds, a few articles are fufficient ; and that 
a few will fooner be receivd than many. 

And the late learned archbishop of Can- 
terbury fays, in his fermon on Rom. xv. 
*>• 5*6,7. " It has never gone well with the 
€t church of Chrift, fincc men have been 
<c fo narrow-Jpiritedy as to mix the contro? 
€t verfies of faith with their public forms 
€€ of worjhip ; and have made their liturgies 
" inftead of being offices of devotion to God, 
<l become tefts and cenfurej of the opinions 
" of their brethren". And what the confe- 
quence of impofing fubfcription to fuch 
public forms is, and hath been, and is always 
like to be, we learn from the late pious 
and learned Bifliop Burnet, who has left his 
fentiments in thefe remarkable words, viz. 
" The requiring fubfcription to the thirty- 
€f nine articles is a great impofition : — ■ Tne 
u greateft part fubfcribe without ever cxa- 
€€ mining them; and others do it, becaufe 
€C they muft do it, tho' they can hardly fa- 
" tisfy their confciences about fome things 
" in them". Hift. of bis own times, Vol. II. 

<oncluf.y.6tf. 
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SIR, 

HAVING obferv'd the pains taken to 
reprefent the attempt for the repeal 
or explaining the teft a£t, ^s the peculiar 
caufe of the DtffenttrSy and defign'd to in- 
creafe their powqr and interest to the difad-p 
vantage of the church, I can't but wonder 
at the influence, which prejudice and party 
iave to put felfe colours vpon things ; 
ijnce upon an impartial coniideration of 
the cafe, it appears tp me moft evident, 
that the Diffentgrs are kfs concerned in this 
repeal .than the .church of England. My 
reafona are, that by the teft a# this gceat 
Jwdfhip is laid upon the whole body of the 
clergy, that they are obliged under the pe- 
nalty ofbeingfubjedtto aprofecutiQn, which 
may ruin theip, tp admit to the communion 
the moil profligate debauchees, infidels and 
atheifts, who, they know, come with no 
other view, but to qualify themfelves for a 

poft, 
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poft. This I have known fome of the 
clergy fay, it made them even tremble to think 
of, and that they would venture any profecu- 
tion rather than fubmit to it. This hardship 
is the greater, becaufe by the rubric of the 
Common-prayer, the minifter is diredted to 
refiife the iacrament to perfons guilty of fcan- 
dalous immoralities, giving thereupon notice 
to the ordinary within fourteen days. The 
propofed repeal will therefore, in reality, rer 
ilore to the church a part of its conftitu^ 
tion and power, which has been broke in up- 
on by the teft ad:, which therefore one 
would expeft every pious clergyman would 
embrace with joy. 

But it is apprehended, that by this re* 
peal, a door will be opened for the admiffion 
of Dijfenters to power and preferments which 
will ftretigthen their party to the prejudice, 
of the Church. But is not the door opea 
to 'em already, by the repeal of the Occa- 
sional Conformity A£i? That gavcadmiflion to 
much the.gfeater and more cOnfiderable part 
of the DiJJinters $ and this without any difad- 
vantage or danger to the church, as thofe bi- 
shops, and other true friends of the church, 
who voted for it,were convine'd by experience. 
As to the teft aft, there arerfew Difenterso£ 
$ny figure, who fcruple receiving the facra- 
ment according to the church of England. 
As Dif enters therefore, they are little concern- 
ed in it : But as men of piety and confeiene?, 
ffhodarenot proft|tutethe iacred inftitutions 

Pf 
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of chriftianity to worldly purpofes, there are 
many refiifc the teft ; and were they the 
ftridteft churchmen, they would have the 
fame fentiments of the matter. It is not 
therefore as Diffenters, or with a view to 
the intereft of their party, they are zealous 
for the propofed repeal ; but from a regard 
to the lacred ordinances of Chrift, and the 
principles of liberty of confcience, with 
which they are convinced it is utterly incon- 
fiftent, to inflift fo great a punifhment as an 
incapacity on any man, merely for following 
the di&ates of his confcience j and that in 
matters of no confequence, either to the 
welfare of the ftate, or the fubftance of re- 
ligion. 

A s therefore this is an affair, in which the 
'honour of religion and the intereft of liber- 
ty are at ftake, there majr certainly be ex- 
pected th6 vigorous affiftancQ of the bijhops 
and principal dignitaries of the churchy whofc 
ftations oblige 'em to embrace all opportu- 
nities of diftinguifhing their zeal for religion, 
and whofe advancement by the prefent royal 
family, is owing to the reputation of their 
moderation, as well as piety arid learning* 
If their lordfhips (hall on this occafion ap- 
pear with a zeal becoming their high office, 
for the refcuing the body and blood of 
Chrift from the hands of the profligate 
and profane, and the maintaining of the prin- 
ciples of religious liberty, they will rc- 
ftore the church of God to her purity and 

dignity, 
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dignity, €0 often violated by the debauchees 
and atheifts ; They'll deliver the pious part 
of the clergy from a grievance which they 
have fo long groan'd under : They will efc 
fe£tually free that venerable body from the 
imputation of afFedting a tyranny over the 
conferences of men : They will do more for 
the ftrengthening the intereft of chriftianity, 
and checking the attempts of its enemies, 
than even their mod fcealous and learned wri- 
tings have, or ever can do. Such a proof 
of their piety, generality and moderation, 
would have a happy influence to calm mens 
minds, remove their prejudices, and gain them 
over to the church ; or however infpire an 
cfteem and honour for it, and the fathers 
of it, in all wife and fober men, of whatever 
denomination. 

Bu t fhould their lordfhips, contrary to all 
reafonable expectation, obftrud: the great 
defign on foot, and by their great power 
and influence in parliament, and elfewhere, 
caufe it to mifcarry, it is grievous to think 
what a juft odium it will draw upon their 
perfons and characters. For all the guilt 
and fcandal of the proftitution of the Lord's 
fupper in all fucceeding time by means of 
the teft, all the mifchief done to innumerable 
fouls, who by it are continually tempted to 
profane the facrament and wound their con- 
fidences, muft all be charged to their ac- 
count, who have refufed to remove fb great 
m evil, nay even hindered its removal, when 

all 
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all forts of people were ready to have con- 
cur'd in it had they been encouraged by 
their authority. They'll afford a triumph 
to the enemies of diriftianity, and of their 
facred order, who will from thence draw an 
unanfwerable argument to juftify their ex* 
clamations againft the narrownefs, bigotry, 
and ambition of the clergy, to lord it over 
the confeiences of men, and draw all power 
into their hands. They'll fortify the prejudi- 
ces of the Dijfenters againft them and the 
Church, and fet them further off from it than 
ever. Nay by continuing to fupport and 
maintain a grievance fo much complained of 
by pious men of all forts, from merely worldly 
and political views, they'll give fuch juft and 
great offence to many, even in the Church it- 
felf, as will tend to drive 'em away to the 
Dijfenters. They'll check that fpirit of li- 
berty, mutual forbearance and toleration un- 
der differences of opinion, which has fpread 
fo much of late years in the church of Eng~ 
land, to its peculiar honour above moft other 
denominations of chriftians who have been 
in power ; and will give a new rife to 
heats, contentions and bitternefs of fpirit, 
among chriftians and Engtijhmen> to the ma- 
nifeft weakening both church and ftate, and 
the increafing fatisfa&ion of the enemies of 
both. 

Evils fo great as thefe, I hope will ne- 
ver be imputed to the prefent fet of bifhope, 
whom their late and prefent majefties have, 

with 
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with fo much care and wifdom, chofen out 
of the whole body of clergy, to maintain the 
interefts of religion and virtue in the parlia- 
ment and nation. 

Let then all who are engaged in this 
glorious defign, depend upon the concur- 
rence of that reverend and honourable body. 
Let them addrefs them with all refpeft and 
fubmiffion, for their advice and afliftance. 
It will then find an eafy paflage thro 9 both 
houfes of parliament, and be receiv*d with 
the higheft (atisfadion by the whole na- 
tion ; and be an example of wifdom and 
moderation in the Engtijb church, worthy 
the imitation of all foreign churches and na- 
tions. I am, 

SIR, 

Tour bumble Servant, 

A. 3. 
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^Letter to fck 2?/gfe Reverend the 
LordBiJhop of LONDON. 

. .My Lord, 

'' I *IS now become the general report 
X and common belief of this great 
city, that the Protejiant Dijfenters are uni- 
verfally determined, to make their bumble 
application to the legiflature, for the repeal or 
explanation of the corporation and teft ads; 
an attempt, in which I am perfuaded, all the 
true friends of religion and liberty, who ear- 
neftly defire the fafety and honour of our efia^ 
blifhed church in particular, muft bid them 
Godjpeed, and do all that they can to promote 
their fuccefe. 

Upon this great and important occafion, 
my Lord, 'tis impoffible that confidence men 
fhould not fix their eyes upon your Lord£hip, 
both upon account of your Lordfhip's emi- 
nent ftation and extensive influence in the 

church. 
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church, and becaufe you have given undeniable 
evidence of your firm belief and concern for 
the fuccefs of chriftianity in your excellent 
pajioral letters, and have fufficiently declared 
your opinion of the facrednefs and importance 
of the facrament of the LordVfupper, in 
your treatife concerning it, addrefied to the 
inhabitants of the parifli of Lambeth. Your 
Lordfhip will therefore forgive me, who be- 
lieve the chriftian revelation myfelf, and wifli 
the dignity of all its facred inftitutions inviola- 
bly maintain'd, that I prefume to give you the 
trouble of this public addrefe, upon an occa- 
fion, on which the liberties of fo valuable a 
part of his maiefty's fubjedts, and the honour 
and intereft ot the chriftian religion amongft 
us, feem greatly to depend. 

I s h a l l not put your Lordfhip in mind, 
that the reafons alleged by the legiflature 
for making thefetwo ads, do not in the leaft 
affedt the Protejlant Dijf enters 1 fince they 
are perfons known to be well affeSled to his 
majefty and the eftabliftied government, and 
by principle and inclination enemies to pope- 
ry j and that therefore it muft be unreasona- 
ble to fubje<5t them to civil penalties in com- 
mon with evil and mifchievous fpirits, and 
popi/h recuJantSy againft whom the corporation 
and tejl adts were directly and immediately 
levelled. I choofe rather to mention to your 
Lordfhip other reafons for the repeal ot expla- 
nation of them, drawn from the nature of 
the facrament itfclf ; and doubt not but that 
A a I (hall 
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I (hall demonftrate, that your Lord&ip is, by 
virtue of your facred charadfcer, your love to 
the religion you believe and profefs, and your 
zeal for the intereft of the eftabliflied church, 
even obliged, pardon, my Lord, the expreflion, 
in opposition to all worldly political confider- 
ations, to give all the affiftance you can, to- 
wards the removal of this grievance and Scan- 
dal ; as you would a<ft becoming the dignity 
of your Lordship's facred chara&er, and give 
tip your account with joy to the great and 
univerfal bifhop of the chriftian church, 
before whom, my Lord, as your fuperior and 
judge, you mult appear, and with whom 
there is no refpeft of perfons. 

The corporation aft, my Lord, exprefsly 
fets forth, that to the end that the fuccejfkm 
in corporations may be mofi probably perpetu- 
ated in the hands of perfons well ajfeSted to 
his majejly and the eftablijhed government, for 
the prevention of mi/chief for the time to 
come, and for the preformation of the public 
peace both in church and jlate : be it ena&ed, 
&c. In like manner the tejl a£t provides: 
Thzt for preventing dangers which may bap- 
pen from popijh recufants, and quieting the 
winds of bis majefifs good fubjeSls, all and 
every perfon or perfons, that fhall bear any 
office or offices, civil or military, or fhall receive 
any pay, f alary, fee, or wages, by reafon of 
any patent or grant from his majefiy, or fhall 
have command or place oftruflfrom or under 
bis majefiy, or by bis authority, or by autho- 
rity 
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rity derived from him, Jhall receive thefacra- 
ment of the Lord' sf upper according to the ujage 
pf the church of England, within three months 
after his or their admittance in, or receiving 
their faid authority or employment 5 and every 
4of the faid perfons, in the refpeStive court 
where be takes the oaths, Jhall deliver a certi- 
ficate offucb his receiving the faid facramenf, 
under the bands of the reJpeEiive minifier and 
church-warden, and Jhall make proof of the 
truth thereof by two credible witnejfes upon 
oath : All winch /hall be inquired of and put 
upon record in the rejpeSlive courts. 

The penalties annexed to this adfc are 
dreadful, viz. An utter incapacity and difabi- 
lity of all iuch pevfons to enjoy fuch offices, &c. 
and if convi&ed of having been in office, and 
negle&ed the fecrament, to be difabledfrom 
thenceforth to fue or ufe any aBion, bill, plaint, 
<nr information, incourfe of law, or to profecute 
any fuit in any court of equity, or to be guar- 
dian of any child, or executor or adminijlrator 
vf any perfin, or capable of any legacy or 
deed of gift l , or to bear any office, and to for- 
feit the fum of five hundred pounds. 

'T 1 9 plain from thefc afts, as cited from 
your Lordfhip's Codex, 1. That the end, for 
which the facrament is ordered to be received, 
is purely civil, viz. that " the fucceffion ia 
corporations may be perpetuated in hands 
well affe&ed to the king and confutation, 
to prevent mifchief to the civil fqciety, 
to preferve the public peace in church 
A a 2 " and 
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€< and ftate, to prevent dangers frompopifti 
€c recufants, and to quiet the minds of good 
" fubjc&s," who were apprehenfive of thofe 
dangers. 

2. T 1 s farther evident, that all and every 
petfon or perfons, without exception, who 
fhaft bear any office, &c. are compelled and 
obliged to receive the facrament, whofoever 
they be, that accept any employment, civil 
or military, under his majefty ; or whom his 
majefty, by virtue of his royal prerogative, 
may command to accept any office or offices 
under him; they are, I fay, obliged, under 
the moft fevere penalties, to receive the Lord's- 
fupper, as his or their proper qualification, to 
hold or enjoy fuch places, penfions, &c. 
and that without any regard to their faith 
or morals, whether they know themfelves 
fit or unfit for it, or whether their confiden- 
ces forbid or perfuade them to do it. Re- 
ceiving the facrament is the only qualifi- 
cation which the law prefcribes, and which 
immediately and diredtly renders them ca- 
pable of enjoying their office and executing 
their truft. 

3. In confequence of this, the aft* farther 
oblige the clergy of our eftablifhed church, 
to give the LordVfupper indefinitely to all and 
every perfon or perfons, that bear any office 
or offices, who demand it of diem 5 becaufe 
the laws which oblige perfons in fuch offices to 
receive* under fuch very fevere penalties, muft 
oblige the clergy, who have the fole right 

of 
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of adminiftring it, to adminijter it to them 

for this purpofe. So that as the receiving the 

facrament is the legal qualification for the 

office, £0 the being nominated to an office 

is the ftridt legal right to a man's receiving 

the facrament, and what obliges every mi- 

nifler to give it upon the other's demanding 

it. I beg leave to add, 

4. That as the clergy are obliged thus 
to give the facrament indefinitely to all that 
have places, &c. fo they are obliged to give 
it as a civil qualification, as well as thofe who 
receive it are obliged to receive it as fuch. If 
any member of the eftablifhed church receives 
the facrament every funday as a chrijlian, 
and from a fpirit of devotion, your Lordfhip 
knows this is no legal qualification. No : 
Mr. Church-warden muft be placed as a wit- 
nejs, and called upon as an evidence. A cer- 
tificate muft be drawn up, and the minifter 
and church-warden, under their refpe&ive 
hands, muft tejiify fuch perfon's having re- 
ceived the faid facrament, as his qualifica- 
tion ; which certificate is to be delivered in 
court % where he muft make proof of the 
truth thereof by two credible witnejfes upon 
oath ; all which is to be inquired of, and put 
upon record in the faid court. So that the 
ufe and intention of this faid facraijient, is 
purely civil, and known to be fo by the perfon 
who adminifters, and by him who receives 
it ; and both the giver and the receiver teftify 
aad record it in open court 

Aa 3 Upo n 
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Upon thefe accounts, my Lord, I have 
ever thought the facramental teft a very great 
reflc&ion and blemifli upon this our efta- 
bliftied proteftant church, and have been 
amongft the number of thofe who have heartily 
wifhed for the repeal of it. I have wiih'd 
it as an Old Whig^ becaufe I apprehend it a 
real infringement upon the liberties of the 
fubjedt. I have wifhed it as a Confiftent Pro- 
fejlanty becaufe I am fure it muft occafion 
frequent proftitutions of one of the peculiar 
inllitutions of our blefled Saviour, and is in 
its nature, a perverfion of the defign and ufe 
of it. I have wifh'd it as a friend to the 
honour andprofperity of our eftablijhed churchy 
which fuffers by this practice, in the judge- 
ment and opinion of many of its own beft 
members, and is reproached upon account of 
it, by all her enemies without exception.- 
Under this difpofition I was determined to 
make this public appeal to your Lordfhip, 
and the world, and to urge the neceflity of 
removing this fcandal, from principles of 
religion and charity, and from the very 
nature of the facrament itfelf, as laid down 
by your Lordfhip, in your own excellent 
treatife concerning it. And I promife myfclf, 
that fuch a freedom will not be difpleafing 
to your Lordfhip ; fince 'tis to you, my Lord, 
and the reft of the venerable fathers of our 
church, that complaints ought to be addreff. 
ed, when religion itfelf is proftituted, and 
one of the moft facred inftitutions,of our 

Saviour's 
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Saviours worfliip perverted from its original 
intention, and debated fo as to be made 
fubfervient to the contemptible ends of hu- 
man policy and party. Your Lordfliip there- 
fore, will give me leave to argue upon this 
fubjedt, 

i • Fr o m the nature and end of this fa- 
crament itfelf. As to which I cannot better 
exprefs myfelf, than in your Lordfliip's own 
words, * which are thefe : He facrament 
of the Lord' s-fupper is an ordinance of the 
go/pel, appointed by Jefus Cbrift, to preferve 
in chriftians a perpetual remembrance of bis 
death y and to make them partakers of the bene- 
fits of it ; i. e. the view of it is entirely reli- 
gious, and the benefits to be obtained by it 
are purely fpiritual. But, my Lord, for 
what ends is the facrament appointed to be 
received by aft of parliament? What are 
the benefits which the partakers of it, ac- 
cording to that aft, are to be intitled to? 
Your Lordfliip will not be difpleafed to fee 
them ftand oppofite to one another. 

According to your According to aft 
Lordfliip, the (acra- of parliament, the 
ment is appointed fame facrament is ap- 
" To . prefcrye in pointed to the 
u chriftians a perpe- end that thefucceffi- 
tual on in corporations may 
be mojl probably perpe- 
tuated in the bands of 

• Sac. of the Lord's Sup. explained. Ed. $tb 9 p. xi. 
A a 4 perjons 
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perfons well qffe&edto 
bis majejiy and the 
eftablifhed government. 
For the prevention 
of mi/chief for the time 
to come. 
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<c tual remembrance 
" of the death of 
" Chrift." 

" To commemo- 
€C rate his love to 
" mankind in laying 
" down his life." p. 
22. 

"To commcmo- Topre/ervetbepub- 

rate the great de- lie peace both incburcb 

liverancc wrought and ft ate. 
" for mankind, and 
" the great bleffings 
f c and benefits which 
fC his death infured 
" to them." ibid. 

"To putchrifti- For preventing dan- 
u ans into the cir- gerswbicb may happen 
u cumftancesofthofe from popijh recufants. 
u who beheld our Sa- 
€< viour hanging on 
** the crofs." p. 23. 

€< To excite here- For quieting the 
u by in them a great minds of bis majejiy s 
u thankfiilnefs, and good fubjefts. 
" a fuitable fenfe of 
" duty." ibid. 

Is there any agreement, my Lord, in thole 
ends of the facraments which your Lordfhip 
mentions, and thofe which are affigned by 
the two a£ts of parliament? And as the 
ends exprefsly mentioned are thus perfectly 
different from each other, fo alfo, my Lord* 
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are the benefits to be refpe&ively received 
When they ftand in oppofition, {hey will ap- 
pear thus : 

T h e facrament is The lacrament is 
appointed according commanded to be tak- 
to your Lordfliip, en according to a& 

of parliament, 
<c To make men par- To qualify perfons for 
<c takers of the be- bearing office or offices 
* c nefits of Chrift's under bis majefty, ci- 
* c death." vil or military. 

Of the forgivenefs To receive pay >JcIary 9 
of fins." p. %\. fee or wages. 
And of all fpiritual To have command or 
bleffings, in order place of truji, from 
to eternal happi- or under bis majefty, 
nefs after this life." or by bis authority ^or 
ibid. by authority derived 

from bim. 
So that in your Lordfhip's judgment, in 
which all good chriftians muft agree with 
you, the benefits to be received by CbriJFs 
facrament are purely fpiritual ; whereas the 
benefits conneded with the parliamentary fa- 
crament are purely temporal. Is not there- 
fore, my Lord, the facrament, as appointed 
by Chrift, quite another thing, in the ends 
it propofes, and the benefits it anfwers, from 
the facrament as appointed by a& of par- 
liament ? 

If, my Lord, the enjoying any place of 
profit or truft under his majefty, or the re- 
viving any pay, falary, fee, or wages, or 

having 
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having any command, or place of truft, 
from or under him, was made by ad of par- 
liament a qualification for a chrifHan'smw;- 
ing the facrament in the church of England $ 
would not your Lordfhip, and the reft of your 
venerable order, juftly exclaim againft it as a 
very unreafonable and unnatural thing ? 
Would you not juftly argue, what connec- 
tion is there between the one and the other ? 
How came politics to be thu* blended with 
religion, and worldly preferments to be made 
the tefi of perfons rights to the privileges of 
chriftian communion ? My Lord, I appre- 
hend the reafoning is as ftrong on the other 
fide; and that if it may be proved, from 
the nature and end of the LordVfupper, 
to be a very abfurd thing, to make the 
having a place, and the receiving a penfion, 
neceffary for receiving the facrament j it 
may be proved as abfurd by the feme reafon, 
to make receiving the facrament neceflary 
to the enjoying a place, or having a penfion. 
For is not, my Lord, the queftion as natural, 
How came heaven and earth, religious and 
worldly views, to be thus confounded ? What 
connexion is there between receiving the 
facrament as a remembnance of Chrift's 
death, and as a qualification for a common- 
council-man or excife-man ? If our Saviour 
defigned it only as a means to make men 
partakers of the benefit of his death, of 
Spiritual bleffings in order to eternal happi- 
nefs i whence is it, my Lord, that 'tis (a 

frequently 
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frequently given in all our churches, as a 
means to make men partakers of civil and 
military offices; of pay, falaries and wage% 
under and from the crown? 

Your Lordfhip, I am fare, hath not 
mentioned one word of thefe worldly ho- 
nours and advantages, -in your account of 
the nature of the LordWupper. You ex- 
preisly confine the benefits of receiving it t& 
the benefits pur chafed by the death of Cbrifi. 
And when your Lordfhip confiders how con* 
ftantly 'tis adminiftred in many churches of 
this great city, which is immediately under 
your paftoral infpeftion, to make men par- 
takers of quite other kind of benefits ; be- 
nefits which have no * connexion with the 
deatu ofCbrifl, and that deliverance from that 
flavery of fin and Satan which he wrought for 
mankind by bis own blood: Benefit s y -f- of which 
the facramental bread and wine can never be 
a memorial, and which can never be received* 
§ in order to eternal happinefs after this life: 
How muft it concern and affed your Lord* 
fhip's heart, to fee this bofy facrament, this 
J mofl holy andfgmficant ordinance andmyfter* 
of our religion, as your Lordfhip calls it, to 
perverted from its original ufe, and applied 
to fuch purpofes as the Saviour of the world 
never once intended it fhould be made to an- 
fwer. If, my Lord, the being members xA 

f p. 2a. + p. 21. § p, 24, t P- 3°* 
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corporations, the bearing offices under, or re- 
ceiving pay or Salaries from his majefty, had 
any tendency to make men partakers of the 
benefits of Chrift's death ; if fecular ho- 
nours and profits were a fure or probable ftep 
to the honours and riches of the kingdom 
of God; or if the profped of them could 
help men in their preparation for the due re- 
ceiving of this holy facrament y or aflift them 
in thofe holy meditations, and thoughts, and 
prayers, which your Lordfhip hath prefcribed 
* as proper at the time of receiving -, no man 
would complain of the mifapplication of the 
facrament, when given and received in obe- 
dience to aft of parliament. But your 
Lordfhip need not be told, that thefe spiritual 
ends can ever be anfwered by fecular bene* 
fits and profpeds, and that 'tis impoffible 
that the facrament can ever unite them. And 
therefore if the world believes that your 
Lordfhip hath aded afincere and christian 
part, in the account you have given of the 
nature and ends of the facrament, they 
muft in confequence believe, that you dis- 
approve and condemn, in your confeience 
and judgment, the application of the facra- 
ment to ends and purpofes, quite contrary 
to thofe your Lordfhip hath laid down, 
as the true reafons of its original appoint- 
ment The maintaining in a written . dif- 

t p. 127. 
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courfe concerning the nature and encfe of 
the Lord's-fupper, that it was appointed by 
Jefus Chrift, toprefervein chrijlians a perpe- 
tual remembrance of bis death, and to make 
them partakers of the benefits of it; and yet 
to maintain, by your Lordflup's influence 
and intereft, that it may, and ought to be 
applied, to render men partakers of civil 
places and penfions ; carries in it fuch an 
evident mark of inconfiflency and infincerity, 
as no good man ought ever to impute to your 
Lordfhip, and as can never be believed, with- 
out repeated demonftration, by 

My Lord, 

Tour Lord/hip's moft obedient fervant, 

The Consistent Protestant. 
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A fecond Letter to the LordBiJhofi 
^/LONDON. 

Sfreto igifur srget&o et pecxmis~-pergamui 
ad eum qui tenens calicem facramenti y h- 
quebatur; Accipite et bibite. Hieron. 

My Lord, 

I TOOK the liberty, in my laft addrefc 
to your Larctfhip, to argue from the ge- 
neral account you have laid down of the 
facrament of the Lord's-fupper, the impro- 
priety and unreafonablenefs of making it a 
civil tefi for fecular places arid penfions \ 
becaufe yourLordfhip makes the view of 
this facrament, and tne benefits to be ob- 
tain'd by it, purely religious. I beg leave 
to perfue this argument a little farther. 

Your Lordfhip tells the inhabitants of 
Lambeth, from the church catechifm, ( a )that 
a facrament in general is an outward and 
wfblefgn of an inward and Jpiritual grace 

( a ) p. 28. 

given 
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griven unto us, ordain 9 d by Chrift him/elf, as 
-a means whereby we receive the fame, and a 
pledge to afjure us thereof. But your Lord- 
fhip well knows, that this definition of a £u- 
crament, doth by no means agree to the ufc 
of the facrament according to ad of parlia- 
ment ; which I humbly conceive may, and 
ought to be thus defined : The facrament 
of the Lord's-fupper is an outward and w- 
Jible fgn of an mttoard and fecular grace 
given unto us, ordain 9 d By King, Lords and 
Commons, in parliament affembled, as a means 
whereby we may receive the fame, and a 
pledge to affure us thereof This outward 
and fecular grace is a good place under the 
king, or a comfortable penfion from his ma- 
jefty ; and the facrament is the fgn of it, 
the means to obtain it, and the pledge to af- 
fure us of it, becaufe the facrament is appro- 
priated to this purpofe by parliament, and 
made the immediate qualification for receiv- 
ing it. 

Your Lordfhip farther affirms that, ( b ) the 
holy facrament is a covenant ; that ( c ) " 'tis on 
" God's part a perpetual pledge and aflii- 
€c ranee to men, of all that he hath promifed 
them thro* Chrift ; and on man's part, it is 
a profeffion of obedience, and a pleading 
the merits of Chrift in the prefence of 
God, and a reprefentation made before 
£ him of the paflion of his fan, to the end 

( b ) P- *3- CO P- 2 4- 
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" c that he may be favourable and propitious 
* to us, according to the tcnour of that co- 
<c venant" If thefe things are true, fiirely, 
my Lord, it muft be a miiapplication of this 
fecrament to apply it to a covenant of a per- 
fectly different nature. It cannot be wifely 
or chriftianly done, to teach men, I fhould 
fay oblige them, to receive it as a pledge and 
ajfurance of quite other things. For, as 'tis 
received in obedience to parliament, and as 
a qualification for a place or penfion, 'tis 
not, I prefume, a pledge and aflurance on 
God's part, of any thing to thofe who thus 
receive it : 'Tis indeed, on man's part, a fo- 
lemn covenant > or profefiion of obedience to 
the powers of this world, and a pleading, 
not the merits of Chrift in the prefence of 
God, but their own merits, in the prefence of 
the minijler, church-wardens and witnefles ; 
and a reprefentation made before them of 
their compliance with the adt of parliament, 
to the end that they may enjoy their places 
and penfions according to the tenor of thofe 
afts. 

YouRLordfhip adds, ( d )that this facrameat 
is not only a fign, but an affuringjign \ and 
that "the facramental bread and wine, 
" like the manna and rock in the wildernefs, 
" are not only emblems of Chrift, but pledges 
" which afiure all faithful receivers, of their 
" enjoying him with all his benefits". My 

( 4 ) P- 24. 

Lord, 
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Lord, the manna which is fought by qualifiers 
at the facrament, is the manna of fiher 
and gold, and the bread and wine are the 
emblems of a livelihood. And to ufe the 
words your Lordfliip makes ufe of, ( e ) with 
a very little alteration : In the facrament they 
conjider the vifibk fign, but chiefly the vifible 
thing thereby fignified and confirmed, which vi- 
fible thing is always double. Firfi, the root 
or fountain. Secondly, the gracious bkffings 
and benefits which fiow from it. The root and 
fountain is the king, fromwhomthty receive 
all the bkffings and benefits of peniions and 
places. And therefore as the king confers 
none of thefe bkffings but thro* the facrament, 
Jo the manner and nature of this facrament is, 
to afure and confirm unto us, thofe temporal 
bleffings for which we qualify our felves by 
receiving it. 

Ik ( f ) this account of the infiitution, nature 
and efficacy y of the facrament ofChrifis body 
and bloody no doubt, my Lord, but that the 
generality of men will find fufficient argu- 
ments, not only to perfuade anddijpofe them ft 
be, partakers of it, but to defire it zealoufiy, 
and to coke to it as frequently as the aft of 
parliament requires them, as an infiitutiow 
and exerciji, that is full of fecular comforts, 
bleffings and benefits. When they (*) confidef 
the happy effefts of a due ufe of this ordinance, 
as it gives them fre/h nourijhment, and is the 

C) P. *5- C) P- 3»- ( % ) P- 3*- 
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means of conveying to them new fuppUes 
from his irfajefty ; furely none, who do in ear- 
tie ft labour for a place or penfion, and at the 
fame time feel their own wants and neceifities, 
can need much perfuafon to ufe the proper 
means of obtaining thefe fecular benefits to 
fupport and ftrengthen them. 

Your Lordflhip will forgive me this appli- 
cation of your words, fince my defign is 
not either to ridicule your Lordfhip's dodrine, 
ot to treat fo ferious a fubjeSt as that of the 
Lord's-fupper with fcorn or contempt. I be- 
lieve with your Lordftxip, that there is a re- 
verence due to all the offices of religion ( h ) 5 and 
from the reverence I hear to them,, I beg 
leave to exprefs my concern to your Lord- 
fhip, at the perverfion of the nature and de- 
fign of the facrament, which the corporation 
and teft a£ts have fo long occafioned ; and 
at thofe mean and unworthy views, with 
which many who come to it as a qualification, 
can't but be fuppofed to receive it ; which 
was all that I intended by applying your Lord* 
fliip's words to thofe views : Views as incon- 
fiftent with the plaineft accounts of holy 
fcripture, as with your Lordfhip's exprefs 
dodrine. For as your Lordihip exprefles it, 
in order to perfuade chriftians to frequent 
communion : Q The communion of Cbrift's 
body and blood, as reprefented by bread and 
wine in this holy facrament \ is made the ji and- 

( b ; P- 74. . ( l ) p. 34- 
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ng memorial of bis death and Sufferings in 
all cbriftian ajfemblies, to the end of the world. 
Agreeable to this account, is ourfaviour's ex- 
press command : This do ye in remembrance 
of me. And St, PauPs order is : ( k ) This do ye, 
as aft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
Not, This do ye, as the adt of parliament re- 
quires, to qualify your/elves for a penfion or 
a place. This, my Lord, is not the language 
of the New Teftament, nor agreeable to the 
cuftom of the primitive christians* If the 
pafiageyourLordfhip mentions out of Pliny 
relates to the facrament, it will appear, that 
their end in receiving it, was truly religious and 
fpiritual; fince Pliny only affirms, they obliged 
themfelves not to commit any nmckednefs,fucb 
at thefts, robberies, adulteries, and the like ; 
and your Lordfhip well knows, that no in- 
flance can be produced from genuine anti- 
quity, to favour this practice of turning the 
' churches of God into qualification-offices, 
and converting the facrament into an engine 
of ftate-craft, and the low teft of a party. 
No, my Lord, this is the policy of latter 
times, and I am forry to fay it, the pecu- 
liar glory of the proteftant church of Eng- 
land. Q) Not that our Saviour or his Apojiles 
had made it their command thus to celebrate 
the holy communion ; but fucb is the fervent 
ztal of thefe modern times for their dying 
Lord, that they will not fuffer fo much as a 

( k ) P' 33* ( l ) P- 35- 
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pppr exciferaan tot enjoy bia place* without 
firft forcing hi«i to receive tbs feered me- 
morials of his body and blood. 
. Eut can fusb a ufe of the fecraraent, my 
Lord, ten4 to make meo partakers of thofc 
fpiritual benefits, which,, as your Lordfhip 
express it, ( m )are conveyed to every fincere 
receiver in a fup&wPural way ? No. The 
patrons of this practice (ball newr have the 
honour of your Lojd&ip's judgment to 
concur with them, in this. You are, my 
Lord, in conscience and profeffion againft it. 
For you expsefely declare, ( tt ) %hat repairing 
tl the Lor&s-U&k is the mans which Ghrtjt 
Qmfelfbdtb appointed for theft (fpiritual) ends* 
and being obferved in obedience to. his command* 
will be always attended with a more % ejpecia} 
hlejfing. Now, my Lord, is repairing to the 
LordVtable as to a qualij&aticn-hoard, a 
me^na t;o obtain a. more efpecial bkfjing ? Is 
this obfervirg the weans which he hath ap- 
pointed in obedience to his command? Hath 
Chrifl appointed, the facranaent for the ends 
of worldly ambition, and feeular. profits ? To 
affirm this, would he. to reproach the Saviour 
of, mankind, and* were it true, would carry 
fych a reflc^Uon. upon his religion, as all the 
art o£ men would never be. able to wipe 
off. 

YoirRXordfliip> in fpeiking of the par- 
ticular, preparations for. the. due receiving the. 

( m ; P. 35- (*) F- tf. 

holy 
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holy facf ament, hath thefe awful and affedt- 
ing words : (°) This being the highefi andmojt 
jfbiemn injiitution of the cbrifiian religion, and 
being alfo a work of an holy and heavenly na- 
ture, the heart mujl be withdrawn from the 
thoughts and bufimjs of the worlds and put 
into an holy and heavenly frame, fuitabk to 
the bufmefs it is to be employed about. And 
is the facrament, my Lord, in rtality the higb- 
eft and moft fdemn injiitution of the christian 
religion, as your LorcUhip pronounces if; 
and can your Lordfhip and yotfr right re- 
verend brethren, who are the proper over- 
Jeers of the church of England, whofe office 
it is to prevent, and do ail you can to re- 
move, the profanations of the ordinances of 
oar Saviour ; can you, my Lord, fit con- 
tented and eafy, to lee it made yS cheap and 
difpicable, as to he forced upon every ptn± 
fioner and place-m&fi ? Is it a ntiork of ah 
holy and heavenly nature ? Would your Lord^ 
ihip have all that receive the fecfaritent 
think it fo ? They can't, my Lord. Fot 
the law injoins it for fecular, and not for 
holy and heavenly purpofes. And, whtri your 
Lordfhip adds, that the heart mujl be with- 
drawn from the thoughts and bufintfi of the 
world, your Lordfhip knows 'tis impoflible. 
For 'tis the very thoughts and biifinefs of the 
world, the thoughts of the penjhn, and thb 
biifinefs of the place, that iiftmediatxly and 

• (°)P-7S. 
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diroftly brings every qualifier, without ex- 
ception at the time he qualifies, to receive 
the facrament. And this the mmifter and 
churchwardens muft teftify, and two cre- 
dible witneffes confirm upon oath. Are thefe 
the thoughts that muft put the heart into 
that holy and heavenly frame your Lordfliip 
recommends as Jut table to the bufmefi it is 
to be employed about ? 

Your Lordfhip will forgive me, that I 
have argued thus long againft the continu- 
ance of the corporation and teft a£ts, from 
the nature and original defign of the LordV 
fupper ; efpecially as I have argued from prin- 
ciples that your Lordfhip hath openly avowed, 
and never retraced fince their firft publica- 
tion. If thefe principles are true, the mak- 
ing the facrament a civil teft, muft be a very 
great perverfion and abufe of it ; and if it be 
continued as fuch, the world, my Lord, will bt 
tempted to think, that whatfoever the clergy 
may pretend, in writing of the Jblemnefs and 
facrednefs of this inftitution, and of its being 
a matter of an holy and heavenly nature ; yet, 
that in reality, they have a very mean and 
contemptible opinion of it in their minds. For 
the man that can be in judgment for the 
continuance of the facrament as a worldly 
teft, can never believe 'twas intended only for 

Eial and divine purpofes 5 nor ever be 
led to have any great opinion of its fa- 
:fs zw&Jbk'mnity, who is for making 
ft common to every man, whofe ambition 

' tempts 
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tempts him to receive a place, or whofe 
wants or covetoufneis oblige him to accept 
a penfion or a falary. 

I should now, my Lord, proceed to ar- 
gue from fome other confiderations of very 
great importance ; but (hail beg leave to offer 
them to your Lordfhip in another letter, and 
in the mean while do myfelf the honour to 
iiibfcribe myfelf, with great fincerity, 

Tour Lordfhip* s mqjl obedient Servant, 

The Consistent Protestant. 
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A Third Letter to the Right 
Reverend the Lord Bijhop of 
LONDON. 

Compofitum jus fafq% animi, fan£iofq-> recejfus 
Mentis , et incoSium generofo peSlus bonejlo, 

Hac cedo ut admoveam templis. 

Pers. fat. z. 
My Lord, 

ALT HO* the argument drawn from 
the nature and ends of the holy fit- 
crament of the LordVfupper, xnuft be a- 
Bb 4 bundantly 
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bundantly fufficient to prevail with one of 
your Lordftiip's chara&er, to exert your ut- 
moft influence and power to prevent the 
farther mi/application of this facred inftitu- 
tion, by applying it to the purpofes of % 
civil tejl $ yet there are other confiderations 
of very great importance, that muft have 
their weight on your Lordfliip's judgment, 
and which I now beg leave, with all hu- 
mility to lay before you. 

It muft neceflarily be matter of great 
offence to ferious and devout chriftians, who 
come to this facrament with purely religious 
views, * to raife and cberijh the love of God 
in their hearts, and to engage them/elves to a 
fait able return of love and obedience \ to kneel 
at the fame altar, and join in the lame com- 
munion with men, who are brought to it 
by no other views but thofe of gain* and re- 
ceive it for no other end, but to qualify 
themfelves for their penfions of places. I am 
fcnfible, my Lord, that the unworthinefs of 
fome receivers, doth not always make the 
communion of others to be finfnl, who re- 
ceive with a devout and honeft difpofition. 
But yet, my Lord, is it a defirable circum- 
ftance, is it what any good chriftian would 
wifh, to fee himfelf in the midft of hungry 
pen/toners, and furrounded with needy or am- 
bitious place-men, whilft kneeling to receive 
the memorial of God's mercy and goodneft ? 

Muft 



/ 
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2Vf u& it ndt damp the fpirit «f his devotion, 
and. even fill him with indignation, to find 
lumietf a companion in one of the jwgtf fo- 
temn . exercifes of religion, with men, who 
neves: bow before the altar, but to pay their 
compliments and adorations to the God of 
-riches? With men who never voluntarily 
prefent themfelves to this, ordinance, that 
never come thro 9 die dictates of piety, affec- 
tion, and gratitude, that come only to pre- 
vent their incurring the temporal penalties of 
an a6fc of parliament ? 

Your Lordfhip tells us, -f-that, when we 
communicate in this holy ordinance, we fee 
cur/elves united with the congregation ofchri- 
Jtian people, in one body under Ckrift our beadi 
becaufe we. being many, are one bread and one 
body. If then, my Lord, the receiving the fa- 
crament is a profeffion of our union with the 
whole congregation $ every devout chriftian 
profeflbs himfelf united, and of one body, with 
every qualifying receiver ; united in the fame 
views and purposes of heart, by. engaging 
with him in this holy folemnity. But God 
forbid, my Lord, that thisfhould be the cafe. 
When your Lordfliip communicates, yon 
communicate as a chriftian; with a mind, I 
doubt not, withdrawn from the thoughts 2nd 
bufinefs of the world, and with pure and un- 
corrupted views of religion. And this, my 
Lord, you have declared to be the duty of 

t P- 4}. 

every 
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every communicant to do ; and thefe only 
are the perfons, with whom, I prefume, 
your Lorcuhip profefles union when you re- 
ceive the facraigent. A good man, I am 
fore, would be aihamed to profefs his union 
with the other fort of receivers, and be loth 
to appear as one body with them before the 
altar of his Lord. And yet, if he commu- 
nicates with them, his communion is a pub- 
lic profeffion before God and man, that he 
is of one foqiety and church with them; 
even with them whofe fecular views in receiv- 
ing, he cannot but condemn, as what he 
knows to be contrary to the ends of the in- 
ftitution, and the evident defign of our Saviour 
in appointing it. 80 that this practice neceffa- 
rily introduces into the church a mixture of 
-merely worldly and merely fpiritual views, 
of the moft oppojke and contrary ends ; even 
whilft the action of receiving carries in it the 
moft public profejfhn of an entire uniform 
mity and agreement herein. 

Yo u r Lordfhip well knows, that when 
the minifter gives warning for the celebra- 
tion of the holy communion, this is part of 
the exhortation he is to read.: If any of you 
be a blafphemer of God, an binderer or Jlan- 
derer of bis word, an adulterer, or be in ma- 
lice and envy, or in any other grievous crime ; 
repent you of your fins, or elfecome not to that 
holy talk. But, my Lord, can the minifter 
of any one of our qualifying churches make, 
or be thought to make, this exhortation in 

earneft? 
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earnejl? Is not this commanding blafphe- 
mers and adulterers either to repent of their 
fins, or not to come to this holy table, a mere 
formality and ceremony? Muft not his con- 
gregation think him to be in jeft, when 
they know the blajphemer and adulterer, if 
a penfioner or place-man, muft receive, and 
the minifter cannot refuje him, under pe- 
nalty of a tedious and expenfive profecution? 
Are fiich folemn exhortations, even in the 
church of God, to be thus trifled with? 
Is this, my Lord, a proper method to create 
a reverence to the perjbns of our clergy, 
or to procure fuccefs to their minift ra- 
tions? 

Y o v r Lordfhip very juftly obferves, * 
that the celebration of the Lord's-fupper is 
not the eating of a common meal, out the 
performance of a folemn. office of religion 5 and 
that the preparation that is \ abfolutely and 
indijpenfably required for the due receiving 
of the blefled Sacrament, || is an bonejl and 
flncere heart, repentance for paji Jim, and en- 
tring into re/olutioffs of obedience for the fu- 
ture. If fuch preparation be indijpenfably 
necefiary, your Lordfhip will allow me to 
afk, how it can be confident with this doc- 
trine, to lay open the Lord's-table in common 
to the moil notorious and profligate offend- 
ers ? For fuch, my Lord, may, and muft 
receive, their legal qualification* and the 

* p. 80. f p. 53. I) p. 82. 
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adt* which force die receiving the Lord's- 
flipper to this end, autborife and oblige men 
of all completions and charters, atbeijts, 
infidels, whoremongers, adulterers, blafphe- 
pters f the vileft finned 6f all ranks and 
fizes, to participate of the facred memorials. 
Even for fuch as thefe, my Lord, are the 
altars in our churches fpread? and tho' the 
minifter may forbid them to come, (he law 
impels them to receive. 

At the time of the celebration of the 
communion the prieft is to exhort the peo- 
ple to confider, that the danger" is great, if we 
receive the holy Jacrament uwmnhily \ for 
then we eat and drink our own damnation $ 
we provoke God to ajjtiet us with divers dif- 
tafes andfundry kinds of death. And when 
he giveth warning of the iacrament, he i$ 
to tell them, that the receiving the holy 
communion without examination, &c. doth 
nbtbing elfe but increafi pur damnation. 
Tremendous. account! Amohgffc the great 
numbers in the army, the fleet, the revenues, 
corporations, and the like, which the ads of 
parliament compel to receive, and who never 
would receive without that cotwpalfion, can 
the largeft charity doubt whether there are 
not many unworthy receivers ? Is it not 
known, my Lord, that they are meft often- 
times of abaadon'dE prmcipfes and profligate 
behaviour i Unhappy perfons \ who render 
themfelves liable to damnation by their own 
vices, and are compelled by aft of parliament 

to 
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to increafe their damnation by the holy torn- 
munioi}! Jf there be any truth in this de- 
claration, companion, my Lord, and pity 
for the fouls of men, loudly call upon your 
Lordfhip and your right reverend brethren, 
to prevent the progress of fo deftru&ive aft 
evil. 

How great a hardship muft it be upon 
the reverend clergy, to find themfelves un- 
der a neceffity of delivering the (acred ele- 
ments to men, who, they have oftentimes 
reafon to think, are only kindling the wrath 
of God againft themfelves, and provoking 
him to plague them with divers difeafes y and 
fundry, kinds of death, by receiving them? 
Is not this, my Lord, inverting the very 
end of their inftitution, and rendring them 
the dreaded, inftrumentsofGod y s plagues and 
vengeance, who were appointed to be the mi- 
nifiers of his peace and mercy ? Is not the 
neceffity they lie under of proftituting the 
facred elements to men of mercenary views, 
\yho do nothing eife but increafe their dam- 
nation by taking them, a burtbenupon their. 
confcieneeSy as well as a reproach to their 
office? Muft not all of them, who value the 
dignity of the inftitutions of our bleffed Sa- 
viour, the comfort and fuccefe of their own 
adminifirations y and the eafe and peace of 
their own confeiences, earneflly wilh, and 
fincerely pray for the redrefs of this griev- 
ance? Would they not blefi the hand to 
whom they fljould be indebted for the re- 
moval 
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moval of it ? Your Lordfhip is the known 
father of our clergy, and muft be pleafed 
to afSft them, as well in their jpiritual as 
their temporal concerns. 

Pa rdon me, my Lord, if I farther add, 
that the dignity even of the epifcopal cba- 
raSer is highly concerned in this affair, and 
the reverence that is due to your Lordfhip s 
office and ftation. The complaints that have 
been frequently and publicly made of die 
fcandal given by qualifying facraments y and 
the repeated prof anations of the memorial of 
Chrift's body, your Lordfhip and your right 
reverend brethren cannot be ignorant o£ nor 
with any reafon doubt the truth of. Good 
men in the church, as well as out of it, 
have long wijhed and hoped for the removal 
of this fcandal by the epifcopal influence 
and care. But hitherto, my Lord, in vain. 
They have thought it peculiarly Juitable to 
the epifcopal chara&er, not only not to autbo- 
rife and maintain fuch profanations, but to 
remonftrate againft them, and ufe every pro- 
per method to remove them. They have 
feen, with concern and aftonifhment, la- 
boured vindications of this antichriftian prac- 
tice, profejfed defences of thefe proftitutions 
of the facrament, by men, whofe great abi- 
lities they could have wifhed had been em- 
ploy 'd much more to the honour of God, 
and the fervice of our common chriftianity, 
as well as more confiftently with the facred- 
neft of their own chara&er, and. their high 

ftatipn 
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ftation in this Proteftant church. Pleafed, 
that your Lordfhip hath not appeared a pub* 
lie advocate for this dishonourable caufc, they 
perfuade themfelves 'tis becaule your Lord-, 
fhip ^ifavows it in your private judgment. 
On you therefore, my Lord, they depend 
to appear openly in your great mailer's 
caufe. Your known concern for the intc- 
reft of chriftianity, and your avowed princi- 
ples concerning the bleffed facrament, they 
think a fufficient encouragement of this 
hope; and know, that your authority in 
the church, and your high interefl and in- 
fluence, render you capable of greatly pro- 
moting this important fervice to religion* 
The virtuous part of the clergy and laity, 
long to fee your Lordfhip zealoufly declaring 
againft this pra&ice, which it is more eafy to 
plead for than to jujlify ; they will load you 
with their bleffings when they fee you (land- 
ing up for the honour of bis inftitutions 
whofe religion you have fo well defended, 
and will all of them become intercefibrs 
with heaven, that you may receive the re- 
ward of your courage and piety in the pre- 
fent and future world. 

I have only, my Lord, to add, that 
many fufpicions and conclusions, very un- 
favourable to the epifcopal dignity and or- 
der, muft neceflarily arife, if the reverend 
fathers of our church, warm and eafy in 
their preferments, will ftill continue to fuffer 
the farther progrefs of this notorious abufe, 

without 
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without exprtfling a jiift concern, and pro- 
tier care to prcrcnt h; jfcnd to affure your 
Lordfhip, that mv addreffing you in this 
public manner, hath proceeded from no other 
motive 1 than my hearty concern for the ho- 
nour of that chriftianity which I fincereiy 
believe, and my earneft defire to contribute 
all I can to wipe off this unexampled /can- 
dal from the church of England; to the 
true intereft and mcreafing profperity of 
which, no man wifhes better, or is a mor* 
hearty friend, than, 

My Lord, 

Tour Lord/hips mop obedient, 
and moft dutiful Servant, 
The Consistent Protestant. 



N U M B. XLIV. 



To the Old Whig. 

5 71?, 

THE difpute between the examiner 
and defender of the codex, &c. as it 
ftands, appears to me in fa odd and whim- 
fical a light, that I fancied a fliort reprefenta-' 

tion 
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tion of it might entertain or amufe your 
readers. I dare fay, many of my worthy 
and induftrious countrymen were, before 
thefe gentlemen favoured us with their ob- 
servations, as ignorant as myfelf of the con- 
tents and pretenfions of this large volume ; 
and now would be glad to fee the difputc 
adjujied. 

All governments muft have fomewbere 
a fupremacy for the making and executing 
the laws of the fociety. Hbat is the beft con- 
stituted which has the moft free confent of 
the people in the kgijlative> and the moft 
juftice and moderation in the executive ca- 
pacity. But the powers of every fociety 
muft neceffarily be branched out into diftinft 
and fubordinate jurifdidtions ; each of which 
muft have their own proper fphere to aft in ; 
fubjed: however to the fupreme in all cafes 
and inquiries : Elfe there would be a conftant 
and neceflary contention in the body politic, 
arifing from fuch independency. 
■*. Now this being the natural aftd neceflary 
ftate of every civil fociety, it may well be 
expe&ed on the one hand, from the tem- 
pers and corruptions of men, that thefe fub- 
ordinate jurifdk&ons fhould be always ready 
and defirous to extend their dominion and 
power as far as they can, without confidering 
the juft good of the whole fociety; and 
confining their views to the particular inte- 
rests of the feveral officers concerned in it. 
And this, I think, has been avowed to be a 
; . . C c duty 
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duty of every fuch jurifdi&iqn. Now while 
thefe defigns and incrQachments are low, stnd 
exercifed on one another, the care and zeal 
of each will fecure their proper bounds, and 
no great mifchief is tp be feared : But when 
indeed the pretences are high, and the con- 
tention is, not with other Jubje8 powers, hut 
with the fuprernacy itfelf ; when the in- 
croachments and usurpations have been fup- 
ported and indured by long cuftoms, and coun- 
tenanced by the favours of weak princes and 
forced grants ; and when above all, they have 
been held and fubmitted to, under the notions 
of fpiritual and religious rights, founded on 
the fuperftitions and ignorance of the people, 
4nd efpecially if claimed independently of the 
civil power, and by the word of God ; then 
Indeed thefe fchemes and thefe powers arc 
dangerous and formidable. 
, Yet neverthelefs this height of arrogartc* 
and religious Qujixotifm is quite natural, and a 
juft extenfion, itfeem y of their ecclefjaftkal 
jurifdi&ion ; and if the ignorance and fuper- 
ftition of the fociety are fuflkient, their 
claims will be very fecure ; and they will be 
able to veXy perhaps to refijl the fupremaey 
itfelf. But all this is very natural fcltckfence 
and reaibnable extenfion of power ; except 
only where faHe grpunds are pretended, and 
revelation is called in to affift. This is going 
a little too far j, and therefore always very 
cautioufly hinted at. Neither the Codex^ nor 
his defender^ have, pretended xoprori* their au- 
thority 
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thority from the word of God ; but chooic 
rather to have it taken for granted, and re- 
ferred to in forms and offices, as a truth* 
not to be inquired into, but left to weigh 
with whom it may. Yet this*, let me obferve, 
idoes not at all invalidate the proof of their 
fecred pretenfions: For if it was never fo 
truly and clearly revealed in the book, it is 
much better to let it ftand as it does, in ob- 
icurity and prefumption only ; to be own'd 
and prefs'd where it may influence : For 
were it to be infifted on as real and true, 
it would raife the moft juft apprehenfions. 
The divine right muft certainly be fub- 
imitfcd to ; and our governours would do 
well to fee this extraordinary claim duly 
adjufted ; that they might know the bounds 
of their own jurifdi&ion, and not facrilegi- 
Oufly intrench upon divine authority. 

O n the other hand, the examiner of the 
Codex feems juftly apprehenfive of the ex- 
tent and powers of this jurifdi&ion. He 
fears the grounds of their pretenfions are 
too independent ; and the matters and fub- 
je&s of their authority too many, and too 
important. He thinks the rights and cus- 
toms that they affeft, have been got, 01? 
wrefted, from the fuperftition and weaknefi 
ef princes and people 5 and that this ecclefi- 
iftkal or fpiritual jurifdidtion (as it is called) 
amufes and deceiyes under fome facred and 
religious zeal, which is, for that purpofe, 
Carefully fcept up, and inceuraged. He is 
C c 2 certainly 
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certainly right in fdppofing that fo large and 
cxtenfivc a body, with fuch great powers, 
and fuch high and facred pretenfions, fo 
long born and fupported, fometimes with the 
moft infolent fever ities, and always with a 
prefumptuous fuperiority, is ever to be watched 
and feared, as a dangerous incroachment 
upon the fupreme powers, and rights and 
liberties of the people. He has fairly fet be- 
fore us the higher and more intolerable ufurp- 
ations of the hierarchy, in weaker and more 
fuperftitious times ; and fome excellent obfo- 
lete and new laws, now humbly propofed as 
candidates for further powers, whenever the 
legiflaTiire (hall think fit to intruft them with 
an extent of their authority. 

These are indeed juft and proper hints 
to alarm the fupreme legiflature, and to put 
the people on their guard againft a growing 
and afluming jurifdidtion : But I own, I am 
not at all fearful of the fuccefs, when the 
eyes of our fuperiors are open, and the fub- 
jedts are rightly informed of the nature and 
pretence of their authority; efpecially if 
all ignorant and fuperftitious zeal be removed. 
And let us give the prefent hierarchy their 
due ; althoV their authority is Cd\Vdecc/efi- 
ajlical and fpiritual> they do not really pre- 
tend to any other than a fhare in civil ju- 
rifdidtion. They own the fupremacy, and 
claim only a fubordinate power in matters 
fpiritual ; that is, what relates to morality 
and religion. They would watch over and 

correct 
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correfl: the manners ; be confulted in all 
laws of that fort ; and have the affiftance of 
proper executioners at their call, left they 
fhould defile their facred hands in blood and 
deftrudtion : They would exercife thefe fpi- 
ritual powers, and, as much as poffible, avoid 
the odium naturally attending the execution 
of them. This dominion is indeed very 
large and extenfive, and may be apt to dege- 
nerate into religious rage and persecution ; and 
if well underftood, might render all other au- . 
thority ufelefs : But it is the bufinefs of the 
legiflature itfelf to check any inordinate zeal $ . 
to reftrain any unreafonable powers j to fee 
that none but proper fubjedts of authority, 
and under proper bounds, be intruded to their 
directions ; and to take the whole property 
and concern of the fubjedt into their pro- 
tection and care* 

In the mean .while, I dare fay, our pre- 
fent ecclefiaftical governours, as fuch, confi- 
der themfelves only as a part of the civil 
magiftracy, appointed to watch over their 
proper charge, and to diredfc and reftrain 
the moral and religious behaviours of the 
people, for the public good only. As reli- 
gious and chriftian guides and directors, they 
have indeed nothing to do with the civil 
government, nor pretend to it. This is quite 
another office ; and however, by fome design- 
ing and ambitious hypocrites, thefe diftindfc 
offices may be blended, and the word of 
£k>d may be appeal'd to as their charter 
Cc 3 an<^ 
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and authority in civil matters, which is in- 
deed quite abfurd ; and their proceedings in 
courts of juftice may be pretended pro fo- 
late anima, which is altogether ridiculous; 
yet it muft be owned that, in our days, 
thefe grave things are faid very foftly -> and 
our chriftiaa paftors and fiiperiors know 
very well that their kingdom, which can ne^ 
ver be more extenfive than that of their, 
lord and mafter, is not of this world; and 
that to this end only can they be inverted 
with authority, that they may bear witne/s. 
tQ the truth. This was the #i</and office of 
the author of our religion himfelf: It would 
therefore be the greateft affront and inference- 
for any of his followers to aflume an higher 
character. 

Thus, Sir, I think thefe gentlemen a<$ 
each in character, the one afferting and. in* 
lifting upon all their powers and rights, and 
wifely extending their dominion as far as. 
they can ; the other in juftly exciting the fu~ 
preme legiflature to be on their guard, and 
to regulate and retrain exorbitant claims. 
We are obliged to each fort of difputants. 
in their turns : To the one, for telling us r fairly 
what they would be at j an& to the other, for. 
maintaining the fupremacy of the legiflature, 
and the civil liberty of the fubje<a. 1 am, 
SIR, 
Tour's, &c. 

PHILALETHES, 
N U MR 
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NUMB. XLV. 



To the OLD WHIG, 

SIR, 

I Take the liberty to convey to the public, 
through your hands, two letters which 
were wrote in the year 1729.. The firft 
of them is from a member of parliament to 
a' fellow of a college in Oxford, relating to 
a very remarkable and unreafonable hardfhip 
put upon young gentlemen on their entrance 
into that univerfity ; the fecond is the anr 
fwer to it The fubjeft of them is, I think, 
of foffie importance to the gentry of this 
kingdom, and therefore I fhall not trouble 
you with any farther introduction. 

Letter L 

s IR, 

1 T Was engaged in a converfation the o- 
*■ *• tHer night, whefre fome of the compa- 
i ny advanced a great many hard things of 

£ c 4. : 9^ r 
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c our univerfities ; and one gentleman in par- 
€ ticular took the liberty to fay, Jie thought 
c nothing in the world more prepofterous,' 
c than fome of the methods there taken for 
c the education of youth. I was exceeding- 

* ly alarmed at his difcourfe, and could not 

* help telling him, that tho' I never had the 

* happinefs of an univerfity education myfelf ; 
€ yet, by what I had heard of thofe places 
c from other perfons, I had contracted a 
€ great efteem aud veneration for them, 
c The regularity, decency, and order obferved 
c in them, the great figure they have always 
€ made in the world, and the many excel- 
c lent men that they have furnifhed out 
€ for the fervice of both church an4 ftate, 
€ feem to me to clear them from the afper- 
1 lions which you would caft upon them. 
€ Sir, faid he, you do not hear me fay there is 
c nothing good in thofe places ; and were they 
f worfe than they are, it would be ftrange, 
c confidering what numbers flock thither for 
c education, if fome of them did not become 
c men of learning and virtue : Nor on the 
€ other hand am I furprifed or angry, that 
c there are fome ill things in them. It is 
€ impofiible, that in fuch large bodies, (what- 

* ever care be taken) there (hould not creep 
c in fome corruptions, which removed, others 
c will ftill fucceed in their places ; and the 
c governing part of an univerfity have enough 
€ to do to watch againft them from time to 

* time, without any£expe<3ation orpoifibility 

f of 



.J 
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c of utterly prevfcnting the. foil from nou- 

1 rifliing ill weeds.—— But what I cbmplain 

c of is, that there (hould be any evils tolerated, 

f encouraged, by law eftabliftied in the uni- 

* yerfities. What think you, continued he, 

c of the many methods they take, to difcou- 

4 rage all free inquiries into religion and 

c learning ? to fee that no body entertains 

c any opinions that are not exadtly conform- 

c Sible to the received ; or, if any do, that 

c they may be fijre of being hifled at, pelted, 

c and even made incapable of following 

c their ftudies among them ? Sir, laid I, you 

* furprife me prodigioufly : I can never be- 
c lieve that a fociety of men fet apart for the 
c inquiry after, and difcovery of truth, en- 

* dowed with large privileges and revenues 

* only that they may be at leifure to attend 
€ that inquiry, (hould make fo ill an ufc 
c of them as to endeavour to ftifle any thing 
c of that kind, at leaft by the methods you 
1 talk of. Perhaps, faid he, you that have ne- 

c yer been at the univerfity,will hardly believe % 
c it s but I affure you, the moment a lad fets 

* his foot in Oxford, he is immediately hut- * 
' ried to the vice-chancellor, where he has 

( (hackles, that they keep ready made, put 

* upon his understanding, and is forbid ever 
c to entertain any opinion upon certain points, 
1 contrary tp what the Vice-chancellor then 
c delivers to him y ? ■ ; I was about to alk him 
€ to explain this, when the company percew- 
¥ ing it grew lat% w^r^for^djourning} and 
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' fa I bdnM art opportftrtitv <rfunde**fta*d- 

* iog what he meant by aft thk No* could 
' iweU have depended Upton a^y account he" 

* might havd given me, being a ftrangef to 

* me, and as I thought, a littfe prejudiced in 

* dis&vour of the universities. Btft I will 

* beg the favour of you, Sir, who know O*- 

* ford fo well, to unriddle this* to me, and let 
*■ me know, if there is- any truth- hi what 
*■ this gentleman averted, or whether ie was 
' nt» the efft& of his malice atid prejudice. 

* I beg pardon for this trouble, and am, 

SIR, 

Tot/ft, &fc. 



Letter \l. : 

SIR, • 

* f Received your letter, and mould have been 
*> «■» glad' if you 1 had told ; nie the getttlemarTs' 

* name With whom you had' that difcourfe : 
' PerfiapsI mlghtf have known him. Mow- 
' ever it is not difficult to guefs ; what he meant, 
' and- the left difficult to me, becaufe What 

* he feems- to hint* at has been long the 'Sib- 

* je&' of my r thoughts' j and, to fpeak the 
« tarutft '} of my grief. It is too tttie, a kd no 
' fooricf eomes 1 to Oxford; but he is carried^ 

* to the Vice-chancellor to be {hackled. AricV, 

* for- your information iri thw particular, I 

S have 
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c have coafulted the ftatutes of the uraver- 
? fity, as they are comprifed in a Iktk book, 
c - intkkd> Parecbola % Jfae excerpta e carport 
c ftatutorum univerjkatis Qxomen/is, which. 
c book is delivered to every gentleman at 

* the time of hia matriculatiofi.— — The ftav. 

* tute relating to this particular is as fellows. 

Z2e tempore et eonditlonibus matrix 
culationis. 

Omnes et Jinguli Jludentes feu fcholares 

cujufcunqy conditionis, intra quindenam poji- 

jguamad univerfitatem \ accej[erint> coram Can- 

cellario ejufoe Cornmijfario matriculandos Je 

Jijiant ; nee priufquam in matriculant univer* 

Jitatis relati fuerint^ullis umverfifatis prrvi- 

legiif aut beneficik gaudkant. S^uodjp apree- 

feSto dbmus Jitae, ejufbe deputatti, legitime mo- 

niti nibihfecius matriculandos- fife nmffiant r 

pro qualibet quindena Jit* dilationis fex JoK- 

dis et 0B0 denarii s ad ufum univefitatis mul- 

dtentur. ^uotquot autem in matriculam uni- 

verfitatis redigendi accedunt, f decimum fex- 

tum fua atatis annum attigerint % articulis 

jidei et religion! s fubf crib ant y et de agnofctndo 

primatu regie* majeJidtiSy necnon de fdelitate 

univerfitati' exbibenda, Jiatutis privileges et 

; cmfuetudinibus ejufdem obfervandis* juxta for- 

mam baftenusufttatam, corporale juramentum 

praflent % 
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%yod fi infra decimum fextum et fupra 
duodecimum atatis annum extiterint y articu- 
tis jidei et religionis duntaxat fubfcribant^ et 
in matriculant redigentur. 

Quod Ji duodecimum non excejferint in ma- 
triculam duntaxat referentur. Utriq; tamen 
poftmodo, ubi ad maturam atatem pervenerinf 
qua catera requifita praftare pojjtnt, turn de- 
mum ea praftare teneantur fub poena non 
fftentium fe matriculandou 

That is, 

1 All ftudents and fcholars, of whatfov 
€ ever condition, fhall, within a fortnight 
c after their coming to the univerfity, offer 
€ themfelves to the Chancellor, or his Com- 

* miflary, to be matriculated $ nor (hail they 

c before matriculation, enjoy any of the pri-. ' 

€ vileges or benefits of the univerfity. If 

c they (hall negled: or delay to offer them- ' 

* felves to be matriculated, after having been 
€ duly admonifhed thereof by the head of 
c their college or his deputy, they (hall, fix 

* every fortnight of fuch delay, forfeit the 
c fum of (ks. 8, d. to the ufe of the univerfi- 
c ty. And all perfons coming to be, matri- 
c culated, if of the age of fixteen years, (hall 
c fubfcribe the articles of faith and religion, 
c fhall take the oath of fupremacy, together 

< with an oath of fidelity to the univerfity, . 
€ in like manner as hath heretofore been ac- 
4 cuftomed — But if they are under the age 
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< of fixteen and above twelve, they (hall 

* then be matriculated upon only fubferibing 
c the articles of faith and religion.-* — And 
1 as for fuch as fhall be under the age of 

* twelve, they (hall be matriculated without 
c fubferibing or taking any of the aforefaid 

* oaths ; provided always that all fuch per- 
c fons, when they (hall arrive at the refpe&ive 
c ages at which the abovementioned are to be 

* performed, (hall then perform the fame ; 

* or, for neglefl: thereof, (hall be fubjedt to 

* fuch penalties as if they had never offered 

* themfelves to be matriculated. 

c This, Sir, is the law, and this the 
c pradtice of our univerfity : Andyouimjft 
c give me leave to join my complaints to thofe 
c of the gentleman you mention ; I mean 
c with relation to the articles of faith and 
c religion. I muft agree with him, that it 
€ is a moft prepoftereus method of education, 
c for a poor child, as foon as he comes to the 
4 univerfity, to be taken up and hapiperM 

* at this rate : To be made to fubferibe ar- 
c tides, which, a thoufand to one, he never 
c read ; and if he has read, 'tis ten million to 
€ one, he does not understand. 

c I have not made inquiry enough to 
c know when this ftatute was firft introduced. 
c I fuppofe it was in the reign of the pious 
c Archbifhop Laud. Sure I am, let it have 

* been introduced when it will, it is high time 

* it (hould be taken away, unlefs any body 

' will 
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c will undertake to (hew any one ufc that it 

* can ferve, which will not end in tyranny 

* and flavery. Is it that thefe articles are id 

* excellent ? So conformable to fcripture 
f and reafon ? Be it fo. Still there is room 

* to aik, Why arc they therefore to be im- 
€ pofed ? And why upon fuch tender years t 
f If they are indeed fo excellent, will they 
€ not approve themfelves to the underftanding 

* of gentlemen as they grow up, but they 

* muft be cram'd down their throats, and 
c fattened upon them by the folemneft ties, 
c at a time when they hardly know theif 
€ right-hand from their left ? Does it not 
c look as if the impofers of thefe articles grie- 
€ voufly fufpe&ed the truth and goodnefs of 
c them, when they take fo (I call it again) 
c prepofterous a method to engage peopled 

* belief to them ? Are they not afraid that a* 

* men grow older, they fhould grow wifer ; 
€ and as they grow witef , they fhould begin 

* to doubt of fome of thefe articles ? If not* 

* why all this hafte for a fubfcription, be- 
' fore a boy can eat his commons, or be per* 
€ mitted to look into Arifiotk ? Why are 
x young gentlemen to fubfcribe what perhap* 
1 after two or three months ftudy they ma/ 
1 find reafon to retraft ? 

c For God's fake, let ua have done trU 
( fling with one another at this rate. Let us 
' Sacrifice all the little notions of party, and 
' the fbndnefc we are apt to entertain ht 
€ pr«conceired opinions, to the k)tc of truth 

* and 
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5 and impartial dealing. If troth k aimed 
* at, all dark ways (hpuld be avoided* Truth 
f ai*d daylight gp together. I love a free, 
c open, and impartial examination, and that 
? aot for myfelf only (for I fuppofe that 

* every body does ; no man fare is glad that 

* his own eyes are put out) but for other men. 

* I hate tyranny under all (hape? and pro- 

* tences ; and becaufe I would not willingly 
f be tyrannifed over myfelf, I don't like to 

* tyrannife over other people, but would fol- 

* low our Saviour's rule : Do as you would 

* be done by. 

* Sir, it were eafy to add a great deal 

* more on this head. Liberty is a fubjedt 
% that can never be exhaufted. But it is 

* the hard fate of the chriftian world, that 
c the pride, infolence and tyranny of a finall 
€ part of it, have made it neceflary to fay 

* thus much. But that I may pot tire you, 
f I will conclude with this one mbtion, viz. 

* That you would lay hold on fomq oppor- 
c tunity to move for a bill for the utter re* 

* pealing and abolishing this dictatorial op* 

* preflive ftatute. I dare iay, every gentlo- 
c man who has the honour to fit in par- 
< lament, will be glad to contribute towards 
€ taking off this yoke from the necks of the 

* Britifh youth ; a yoke, which our fathers 

* have born, but which, I truft in God, our 

* children (h^U not wear. And Gentlemen 
■ will be fenfible of the indignity (were it 

* no WJQK&), pot upon their fans, when be- 

1 in S 
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ing fcnt to Oxford for education, the firfl 
ftep taken with them is to put chains upon 
them : Not upon their bodies indeed, but 
upon their nobler part, their underftand- 
ings ; the right ufe of which, if I miftake 
not, is what principally diftinguiflies a 
gentleman from his inferiors. This is to 
give them (tones, when they afk for bread. 
c Sir, the Houfe of Commons laftfcffion 
exerted a noble zeal in relief of thofe poor 
debtors, whofe prifons, by the unmerciful- 
nefs^f their keepers, became to them like 
the French gallies. And I think the com- 
mittee of that honourable houfe refilled to 
examine fome prifoners till their irons were 
knocked off ; concluding I fuppofe, that a 
man is not> till then, in a fit pofture to (peak 
his mind freely. I leave to you, Sir, to con- 
fider, if it be not equally proper, that all 
fearchers after truth) young ones efpecially, 
fhould be equally free from impofitions, ar- 
ticles and fubfcriptions : and whether any 
other method ought to be taken for pre- 
venting difputes and contrariety of opinions, 
than indulging a freedom of inquiry to all 
perfons 5 thereby giving them an opportu- 
nity of arriving at truth, or at leaft the fa- 
tisfadtion of having ufed all proper endea- 
vours for attaining it. I am, 



SIR, 

Tmr\ &c. 



P.S. 
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P. S. How far any iuch practices as thefe 
arc encouraged at Cambridge, I cannot fay. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The author of the fecond of thefe let- 
ters thinks proper to declare, that if he has 
exprefTed himfelf with any warmth upon the 
fubjed: in which he was engaged, it is not 
owing to any ill afFe&ion towards the place 
where he received his education, and for 
which he has always entertained the greateft 
Idndnefs ; but he thought he could not do 
a more real fervice to that univerfity, than by 
endeavouring to remove a law from among 
them fo deftru&ive to liberty and learning. 
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To the OLD WHIG, 

Rerumq-, ignarus imagine gaudet. Virg. 

S I R> 

THE publifliing your paper has given 
rife to a club, who have affum'd the 
name of Old Whigs. We meet every c ThurA 

Dd Jay 
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« fo I had not an opportunity of »*** 

« in* what he meant by all this. 

« I well have depended upon any accoaiE 

< mieht have given me, being a ftranj^ 

« pandas! thought, a little p«Ui 
1 disfavour of the universities Bwl w* 

< ?! the favour of you, Sir who kawKfe- 
« fin* fo well, to unriddle this to me,«dkr 

< me know, if there is any truth in *t 

< this gentleman aflerted, or whether it w 
, ndt the eflfea of his malice and prcjnfct 
' I beg pardon for this trouble, and am, 



SIR, 



Tour\b. 



Lett II. 



S IR> 

1 Received y 
dad if 




id fliould haKS 

e the gentka* 
had that difcotf 
wn him. Bw- 
guefs whatbenssr 
o me, becaufe* 
is been lor 
nd, to 
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I can'* for my part (fays Will) con- 
ceive how religidn or charity fhould be 
prompted by bequeathing of lands. I have 
always heard they both decreafed, in propor- 
tion as the riches of the church increafed ; 
and oft have I been told* that before the 
weaknefs of the Roman emperors made way 
for the ridhes of the church* that there were 
wooden chalices, but golden priefts ; and that 
afterwards they had golden chalices, but 
Vvooden priefts. For my own part, purfued 
he, I have been fo great a lofer by this 
will-making to pious ufes, as they call them* 
that I can't help rejoicing heartily that a 
Jbill of this nature is now depending, that 
others may efcape the like misfortunes. I'll 
tell you, gentlemen, faid he, how our family- 
eftate came to be appropriated to thefe fame 
pious ufe6, and myfelf and fifters fent to fhift 
jfor our maintenance: Mjr father's elder bro- 
ther left his eftate to my good aunt, to fe- 
cure her the refpe<3: of his relations; and 
(he was fo concern'd for the lofs of fo kind 
a hufband, that this world became, as fhe 
faid, a burden to her, and (he refolved 
wholly to apply hqrfelf to the affairs of 
the next. The parfpn pf the parifti fooii 
became prime minifter in our family, and 
nothing was to be done but by his appro r 
tation. The firft inftance of my aunt's 
piety was adorning the church; the old 
books and cufhions were changed, and tur- 
key leather ap$l velvet drgfs'J .the raiding 
Dd » defls 
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defk and pulpit; the gold fringes were ftript 
from off my aunt's wedding petticoat, to 
com pleat the fhew, and fet off the beauty 
of holineis. The iicxtjunday when the icene 
was compleat, one of my fitters, a girl of 
ten or twelve years old, who was a little 
nettled to fee the parfon fo much finer than 
herfelf, happened to laugh fo immoderately 
to fee how fond the dodtor was of his new 
hoop, as (he called it, that before the next 
funday the pulpit was remov'd quite out of 
fight of our feat. My aunt was told the 
reafon, and all the intereft we had in the 
world was neceflary to reconcile the dodtor, 
and fave us from being immediately turned 
out of doors. I took a friend with me on 
this oecafion, to make my fitter's apology 
to the dodtor, when, to compleat our ruin, 
I found him and his curate ingag'd at all- 
fours: The dodtor courteoufly bid us fit 
down -, which, after befeeching him to go 
on with his game, we ventured to do. When 
the curate, who was dealing, after his bow 
to me, and three or four profound reverences 
to the dodtor, defired he would be pleafed 
to look in his hand, and tell him what he 
pleafed (hould be trumps: Diamonds, lays 
the dodtor; for, Sir, fays he to me, you 
mutt know I am a very bad player, and 
fo when I play with this gentleman, he is 
fo good as always to let me name trumps 
I indeavour'd to keep my countenance ; but 
my friend faid to me, laughing, I have oft 
9 heard 
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* have eoofulted the ftatutes of the umver- 
f fity, as they are compri&d in a little book, 
^ intkted, Parecbeke % five excerpta e carport 
c ftatutorum univerfitatis Oxomenfis^ which- 
c book is delivered to every gentleman at 

*■ the time of his matriculation. -The ftaw 

* tute relating to this particular is as follows. 

De tempore et eonditionihus matrix 
culationis. 

Omnes et Jinguli Jiudentes fm fcbolares 
cujufcunq-y conditionis, intra quindenam pofi- 

jjuamad univerfilafemaccejferint, coram Cdn- 
cellario ejujve Commijfario matriculandos fe 

Jifiant ; nee priufquam in matriculant univer- 

Jitatis relati fuerint^ullis univerfitatis privi- 
lege f aut bemjkih gaudtant. Sfyodjp apm- 

feMo domus Jine, ejujve deputatv, legitime mo- 
mti nibihfecius matriculandos fife nonfifiant r 
pro qualibet quindena fita dilationis fex (oR- 
% S eto£kdAiarih ad ufum umvrfitaus muU 
Etentur. ^uotquat autem in matriculam uni- 
verfitatis redigendi accedunt,fi decimum Jex- 
tum fua atatis annum attigerint, articulis 

fidei et religionis fubf crib ant y et de agnofcendo 
primatu regit* majefiati$> necnon de fidelitate. 
univerfitati' exbibenda, Jlatutrs privileges et 

; cmfuetudinibus ejufdem obfervandis> juxta fir- 
mam baftenusufitatam, corporate juramentum 
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inconveniences, if we compare them with 
thofe which the public muft fuffer if they 
are permitted td increafe. 

I have, perfued he, feen whole coun-* 
tries defolate from this caufe only ; nor can 
any man give me any other reafon why the 
beft part of Italy is at this day uncultivated, 
infomuch, that, in the campana of Bome % 
for want of hands to clear the ground, it it 
almoft certain death to fleep one night ; and in 
all the popiflb countries I have gone through, 
tho' there are laws to prevent the increafe 
pf thefe mortmains as they are call'd, yet 
are there vifible inftances both of their iri- 
creafe and inconvenience; and I am told, 
that our own country in this refped yet 
retains fome of the fears pf popery. ' Some 
of the richeft parts of England, which the 
clergy of that religion chofe for their ha- 
bitation, are icarce yet recover'd from the 
ihuhdation which cover'd them, for want of 
hands to drain them; for the clergy were 
too covetous to be at any expence for their 
fiicceffors, and the ljaity too poor, and to6 
little coiicern'd in' the queftion, to beftow 
the neceflary labour which fuch works re- 
quired. I am much miftaken if this is not 
the true caufe why fuch tradts of land 
have for ages produced nothing but agues. 

There is yet a greater inconvenience 
(laid clodtor Pandeft) threatned by the in- 
creafe of mortmains^ than any which has 
teen tncntioA'd. When bodies politic ait 
^ . - : • 'iuffer'd 
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foffer'd to have a feparatc intereft from that 
of the ftate, and to incrcafe in riches and 
power without a poffibility of alienation, 
they muft grow too big for it, and threaten 
its fubvcrfion ; they will foon contend for 
independency, and fupport their claims at 
any rate, and lay the foundation of the moft 
dreadful kind of tyranny. 

For this reafbn the Romans (tho* fupcr- 
ftitious to a fault) prohibited any perfon to 
give or bequeath by will any real cftate to 
any college, fociety, or corporation 5 or thefe 
to accept them without the approbation of a 
Senate, or the prince 5 * and for this reafon 
the emperors Dioclefian and Maximinian 
confifcated the real eftates of the church 
which they had pofiefied tbemfelves of du- 
ring the confufions of the Roman empire, 
after Valerian's imprifonment. Nor was 
the utmoft vigilance of the emperors able to 
ftop this growing evil: As foon as the 
church was refolved to have a kingdom of 
this world, they perfuaded the people that 
the difinheriting children and heirs, to give 
their eftates to the church, was a fervice to 
Gods which made it neceflary for Cbarle- 
main to prohibit the churches to receive any 
gifts which difinherited children and kindred 5 
to prevent the mifchievous effects of the ar- 
tifice of priefts on the credulity of women. 
On this account a law was made to prevent 

* L. 8. Cod. de herad. injlituend. 

D d 4 their 
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their frequenting the houfes of widows or 
orphans, or receiving any gifts from them by 
will or donation, or any third hand *. 

This law, (faid a worthy divine, who 
honours us fometimes with his company) 
St Jeram mentions in his epift. to Euftacb. 
and rejoices at it as a good ftep to remedy 
the corruptions which were then amongft 
the clergy, and particularly their avarice, 
which, as I apprehend, might occafion many 
laws to be made of the nature which our 
friend has mentioned. The corruption which 
this introduced into religion, is complained 
of by many of the fathers, and particularly 
St. Aujiin, who himfelf refiifed the donati- 
ons left to his church \. Yet in fpite of 
the edi&s of emperors J, and the endeavours 
pf the fathers, the church, as they call'd 
it, kept its ground ; and fuperftition, idola* 
try, and flavery became fo general, that the 
weftern empire became almoft totally the 
patrimony of the church ; and whoever has 
oppofed its incroachments, have been treated 
with more hatred than the greateft of its 
persecutors. The putting the laws againft 
Mortmain >n execution, is the reafon why 
Julian § is treated as the wickedeft of man-f 
kind, tho' he granted all kinds of toleration $ 
whilft the moft barbarous tyrants, who have 



* L. 20. Cod. Theod. ck Epiff. 
t Pofftd. in vita Auguftin. c. 24. 
% L. 27. Cod. Tbeod. Anno'lfiO. 
§ Julian. Epift. irfBoftrens. 



^ompounde^ 
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r compounded for their fins by donations to 

r the church, are canoniz'd. 

,r Tis true, fays our prefident Sir Harry 
Ettiglijh^ that the corrupt part of the clergy 
have been always grafping for power and 
riches ; yet our anceftors, for the honour of 
our kingdom be it fpoken, notwithftanding 
the darknefs and fuperftition which popery 
had fcattered over the whole earth, have 
made the nobleft ftands for liberty \ and par- 
ticularly the ftatute of Mortmain is an in- 
ftance of fpirit and wifdom equal to any of 
the Roman laws that have been mentioned. 
'Tis true indeed, that notwithftanding that 
law, they gain'd fo much ground, that a re- 
formation was much wanted, which has in 
fome nieafure remedied thofe evils. But 
furely the friends of the reformation are 
very injudicioufly call'd upon by the letter- 
writer, to build again the things which it 
deftroy'd; as are the friends to the church 
and our conftitution, to corrupt the one, and 
defeat the good efle&s of the other. 

I have, continued he, been affured that 
fince the repeal of the Stat, of Mortmain^ 
the money arifing from gifts of this kind, 
is computed at fix or feven millions. The 
Stat, of 2. 3. of Q^jinne, c. 11. §4. has 
effe&ually repeal'd the Stat, of Mortmain ; 
and, as Mr, Smart has fhewn in his tables, 
laid a foundation not only for reftoring the 
church in a little time to all the lands ftie 
poflefled at the time of the reformation, but 
' ' . * ' ' * for 
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for enabling her to ingrofs all the eftates in 
the kingdom *. But, fays he, the remarks 
of that judicious author are fo well worth 
the consideration of the public on thisoc- 
cafion, that I could wifh they were repub- 
lished by our friend the Old Whig. Our 
friends, who remembred the paflage he al- 
luded to, approving the motion, I was or- 
dered to fignify' their requeft, and to fend 
you the paflage incWd ; which, if you think 
proper, you will give a place in your paper 
as foon as poflible. I am, 

SIR, 

Tour's, &c. 
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I AM glad to find that there are a fet of 
ingenious gentlemen, who have thought 
it worth their while to form themfefres into 
a fociety, and to meet together weekly, to 
talk over the important fubjedt of Liber t y. 
Jt is eafy to fee, from the letter which they 
fent me laft week, that their manner of 
converfing is very agreeable, entertaining, 
and improving. An account fometimes of 

* Smart'* Tahiti^ p. 109, ua, in. 

what 
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what turns up among them in their free 
way of canvamng queftions of this nature, 
could not fail of giving pleafure and inftruc- 
tion to their fellow-fubje&s. And they 
rnuft allow me to fay, that they will hardly 
a<3 in character, if they keep among them-* 
felves, and confine to the members of their 
club) all the light they ftrike out in debates 
of this kind. 

The extradfc out of Mr. Smart's tables, 
which accompanied their letter to me laft 
week, contains inch judicious and feafonable 
remarks, that I doubt not but I (hall oblige 
all my readers, as well as my ingenious 
correfpondents, by taking this firft opportu- 
nity of republiihing them. 

Mr. S m a r t ' s Tables, p. 109, 

IIO, III. 

c WHEN one confiders to what an 
c immenfe fum a very fiiiall matter will 
€ amount in a long courfe of years, there 
1 is no wonder to be made, that in popijh 
c countries, thofe gentlemen^ who call them* 
' felves the church, fhould have made 
! fuch great acquifitions : it is rather a fur-? 

* prize to hie, that, like their brethren the 
1 Magi of old^ they have not ufurped all 

* power over the pofleffions, afeNtttll as the 
f confciences of the laity 5 fince in all pro- 
' bability it would have been attended with 
\ better foccefs as tp the continuance of it. 

■ \ »■ - > .- v 'What 
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* What they might have acquired in 
' England before the reformation, had it not 
c been for the ftatute of Mortmain, is not to 
€ be determined ; but certainly it would have 

* been very great : For notwithftanding that 
€ ftatute, their revenues increas'd from time 

* time, 'till the reign of king Henry VIII. 
€ which was above two hundred years after 

* the making of it. 

c In this reign they fufFered much, both 
€ with refpedfc to their power and eftates, 

* as has been fince greatly bewailed by many 

* good Proteftant divines: But, if they will 
c have patience for a few ages, they will 
€ find, that the late queen j$nne has for- 
' nifihed them with materials fufficient, not 

* only to repair the dilapidations of king 
c Henry VIII. but alfo to ereft more noble 
€ ftrudtures than were demolifhed in that 

* reign. 

4 The late reverend and learned Dr. 
' Prideaux, dean of Norwich, in his vindi- 
1 cation of an award of king Charles I. page 
1 64. fays, " The queen's majefty's late 
lc bounty to the church hath laid a very 
LC good foundation for the redeeming again 
:c of impropriations, were this bounty wholly . 
c appropriated thereto ; and to a better ufe, 
c I am pofitive to fay, it cannot be applied ; 
c and having the honour to be ope of the 
1 commiffioners for the difpofal of this 
' bounty, I have the more right to declare 
c my judgment herein, If it be diftributed 

" in 
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c< in penfions, it will better only fome fingle 
" perfons, but leave the church in the 
<c fame ftate of deficiency for God's Jervice 
c< which it was in before : But if it be laid 
cc out for the buying in of impropriations 
<c again to the parifli churches from which 
c< they have been alienated, it is fufficient 
" to buy in twenty or thirty of them 
" every year 5 and if thus year by year the 
€C work be carried on, it will every year 
" help to deliver us from the greateft mif- 
" chief which the church has groaned 
<c under fince the time of the reformation, 
" and in procefs of time will wholly re- 
" move it from us. And if the forfeiture 
" of all thofe lands, and other donations, 
" which are given contrary to law, for the 
cc maintaining of pepi/h priefts here, and 
" popi/b monafteries and convents beyond 
cc fea, were all taken by the government, 
<c and afligned to the fame ufe, the whole 
" work would be foon done, and the 
" church again refiored to that competency 
" of revenue which is necejfary for it. Thefe 
" donations now in the hands of the popijh 
<c party for thofe iuperftitious and unlaw- 
<c ful ends, are computed by fuch as can 
<c guefi beft of the matter, to amount in 
" value to at leaft a million of money. And 
" it being by this fund that they are inabled 
" to carry on their dark and hellifh defigpsi 
<c whereby thay are continually working for 
" the fubverfion both of our church and 

" ftate, 
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" ftate, we can never be fafe as to either, 
" 'till it be wholly taken from them. And 
u fincc they were the popifh clergy that gave 
<c the handle for this alienation of tythes, 
c< by their having firft appropriated them 
" to their monafteries and convents, I think 
" this wealth of theirs cannot be more pro- 
€€ perly employed, than for the remedying 
u the evil which they have occafion'd. And 
'* altho* it were defigned, like die centers 
" of Korah and his company, for the offer- 
" ing up of falfe incenfe unto the Lord, 
u yet fince it hath beta confecrated to 
" God's altar, it is fitteft that it fhould with 
w them, for a better ufe, be nailed thereto/' 

( I have quoted this learned dean to 
€ (hew that I am not fingular in my opini- 
1 on. I could wifh that he had told us, 

* what he thought the commiffioners for 
c the difpofal of this bounty might do with 

* the revenue of tenths and jirft-fruits, after 
€ they have bought in all the impropria- 
€ tions, abhey -lands, &c. for they are a cor- 
4 poratim, which are to have perpetual fuc^ 
€ cejfion, with full capacity to purchafe and 

* receive, as well fropi perfons difppfed to 
f give, as from others willing to fell, with-' 
f out licence, or writ ad quod damnum, the 
€ ftatute of Mortmain, or any other ftatute 
' or law to the contrary, notwithftanding. 
€ Vide 2, 3 Anna, cap. u. § 4. 

c And by virtue of this power they have 
c made many purchafes, and have received a 

' great 
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* great number of benefactions from private 
c perfons ; amongft which there was a le- 
c g ac y ^ft tkem ty one gentleman, of the 
€ clear value of ten thou&nd pounds ; fo 
4 that, as the dean fays, in time the church 
' may be again reftored to a competency of 
c revenue. 

'The dean likewife fays, in the fame 
€ treatife, that perfonal tytbes ought to be paid 
€ of the clear profits gained by the labour 
c and induftry of man ; as by merchandize, 
( handicraft trades, and all other employ- 
€ ments by which men get their living : and 
c to prove this, he quotes St. Ambrofe y St. 

* Aujtin y and a great number of other autho- 
' rities ; all of them, I freely acknowledge, 

* very full and clear in this point : And adds, 

* that every Man is guilty of the horrid 
' crime of Sacrilege, who detains from 
f God and his Church, for the mainte- 
c nance of his minifters, what he knows to 

* be duly confecrated ; that is, the tenth part 

* of the profits of trade, labour, &c. Now 
€ if the laity could be perfuaded to be of 
1 the fame opinion with the dean in this 

* matter, the clergy would be very well pro- 
€ vided for in cities, trading towns, and 
f parifhes where manufactures are eftabliihed * 

* many of them would then have vaftly 
4 greater incomes, than the arebbijhops and 
c bijbops themfelves have now. It is true, 

* he fays the people and their minifters may 

* make fuch a compofuion for thefe perfoqal 

* tythes, 
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* tyth e s, as (hall hold good in law, and 
c bi , their fucceffors to the obfervance of 

* it. n But who can imagine, that liich a com- 
c portion can difcharge any man from the 
€ guih of that horrid crime ofSACRiL ge 
c before-mentioned? 

€ In that curious piece, the connection of 
€ the hijiory of the old and new teftament, 
c written by the fame dean Prideaux, there 
4 is a relation of a moft dreadful deftru&iori 
c which befel the whole army of Brennus 
c the Gaul 9 only for defgning to plunder 
c the temple of Delphos -, upon which 
f the dean fays, " Thus was God pleafed 
cc in a very extraordinary manner to exe- 
<c cute his vengeance upon thofe facrilegioui 
cc wretches" Certainly every one muA 

* agree, that compounding with, or, in other 

* words, detaining from the chriftian prieft- 
c hood any part of what is really their due, 
c is a much greater crime than intending to 
c plunder a pagan temple \ and therefore I 
€ think there can be no one who has any 

* fenfe of religion, and believes the clergy 

* have fuch a right, that would make any 
c fuch compofition, notwithftanding it might 
c hold good in law, but on the contraiy, 
c pay the utmoft farthing. For my part I 
c freely own, that I no more believe they 
c have any fuch right, than I believe that 

* God deftroy'd two hundred thoufand 
€ foldiers for intending to plunder. 

c That 
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* That the livings of the poor -clergy 

* want augmentation, is moft certain'; fome 

€ of them being fo very mean, that they are 

c hardly fufficient to pay the incumbent 

c bread for himfelf, much lefs to maintain 

c a family; and therefore I heartily wifh 

€ they were fo augmented, as that all of 

c them had competent revenues to fupport 

€ them fuitable to their education and cha- 

c radter : and if I knew afcy way to do it 

€ fooner than by the manner the corpora- 

c tion hath taken, I fhould as readily, and 

c with as much pleafure, communicate it, 

c as any man alive. But yet at the fame 

c time I muft take the liberty, as an Englijh- 

c jpan, to declare, that I do not like any re- 

c peal of the ftatute of Mortmain, upon any 

c account whatever ; nor fettling a revenue, 

c without limitation, upon a corporation that 

c is to have perpetual fucceffion y and thereby 

c would in time be able to ingrofs all the 

€ eftates in the kingdom into their hands* 

« Not that I think any body fhould be very 

« uneafy about it, fince there is no doubt 

c but pofterity will put a flop to their pro- 

c ceedings, whenever they apprehend any dan- 

* ger from them/ 
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N U M R XLVHfc 

To the OLD WHIG. 

Wndk expedire non ami cor um queant 
Libera concilia. R©r. 

SIR, 

LAST tburfday* when 4 1 came to the 
club, I found their impatience for your 
opinion of it had, mack them meet & early 
that your paper was road before Igot to diem. 
On my coming in* the prefident told me 
the Old Whig approved of our initito- 
tibn; who knows, fays he, butwemayper- 
fuade him to corpe atnongft, us fometimes. 
I wifh r faid I* you would defire his leave 
to cleft him a member, h fee he has pub- 
lifhed the paflagei of* Mr. Smart's which- I' 
recommended. I hope it will turn peoples 
attention to thefe accumulating properties. 
The calculations of that ingenious writer- 
are arguments which admit of no contra- 
verfy. I doubt not, the reception they meet 
with from the public, will perfuade him to 
give us fome farther light into thefe matters. 
If he would let us know the amounts of 
the lands and money already lock'd up in 
the hands of corporations and truftees, and 

what 
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what will be its increafe in a hundred years, 
tho* no new donations were permitted, I 
Imagine we ftiould find it fo large a (hare 
of the whole property of the kingdom, that 
it would give mankind a juft alarm: and 
yet I never come to town, but I find fbme 
new hofpital, or charity-fchool a building ; and 
in the country, ride many a long fox-chace, 
without fcarce once trefpaffing on any lands 
but thofe of companies or hofpitals. 

*T 1 s true, Sir Harry, faid Mr. Freeman, 
there is a much greater property already in 
Mortmain than the world imagines, tho* 
they begin to open their eyes. The bill 
now depending to prevent their inereafe is 
generally allowed to be necefiary for the 
whole, provided every individual may be 
exempted out of it. But there is fcarce a 
corporate body in England but would follow 
tjieir leaders, if they had time, and humbly 
fet forth their reafons, why their gain fhould 
be preferred to the public welfare. I think 
the claims already made would be a fub- 
je£t worth the confideration of the Old 
Whig. What fays our friend (addrefling 
himfeif td our clergyman) to the requeft of 
the corporation for the queen's bounty? 
They fay ? they have but eleven or twelve 
thoufand pounds a year coming in, except 
a trifling fiim of about a hundred thoufand 
pounds in money; and they compute, that 
as there are 5597 livings under the value of 
fifty pounds per annum, it will be a long 
E e 2 tima 
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time before they are fufficiently augmented. 
I think they reckon three hundred years, 
and upwards, before they will be augmented 
to that value; except they have fome far-^ 
ther affiftance : what do you think ; is the 
exemption they afk reafonable or not ? 

You all know, faid our friend, that I 
think the provifion for fome of our clergy 
too fmall, and fhould be glad if it was pro- 
perly augmented. But I think, that may 
be done by the methods they now take, in 
a much lefs time than they have fuggefted : 
Tho' many of the livings mentioned by the 
truftees, I think, want no augmentation at 
all; and others might be united to one 
another, or to larger which are contiguous to 
them, without any inconvenience to the 
preacher or hearer. The method which they 
take to augment livings, is to give 200 L 
of the queen's bounty-money to any body 
who will give 200 /. more * which fums, 
added together, augment the living ; fo that 
every hundred pound in their hands, may be 
considered as two. They have always a large 
fum in their hands, the intereft of which is 
again put out to intereft, and muft foon 
be very confiderable ; befide the gain they 
make of retaining the money, which they 
and others give, to augment the livings in 
their hands; and only allowing three per 
cent, for it till a purchafe is found; and 
this gain is fo confiderable, that it is hardly 
poffible to fatisfy them in any title, tho* 

ever 
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jever fo plain. I think therefore, in much 
lefs than half the time they mention, they 
may augment all the livings which want it, 
to the income they defire. 

But I don't fee why they fhould be ail 
increafed to that value 3 in increafing them, 
•regard is to be had to the price of the 
neceffaries of life in the places where they 
die. For I fuppofe it will be no hardfhip, 
•for this part of the clergy at leaft, torefide; 
and I think, it is the general fenfe of our 
clergy, that one of their order may be 
maintained for twenty or thirty pounds a year, 
. for they feldom allow more to their curates, 
let their benefices be ever fo great. A fmall 
living is not to be confidered as a provifion 
for a man and his family; but a prefent 
maintenance, in a ftation which gives an op- 
portunity of proving both the ability and 
integrity of its pofleflbr, and recommending 
him to a higher ftation. Tho' every foldier 
-is a gentleman j he is not intitled to equal 
pay with the colonel, till his fervices re- 
commend him to that ftation. But were 
the neceflities of the clergy ever fo great, I 
-fliould not defire them to be relieved by 
.will-making. I am fatisfied, the dodtrine of 
atoning for a bad life, by donations after 
death, however profitable it has been to the 
church, has done no good to mens morals, 
.and no honour to chriftianity. I am glad, 
faid Mr. Freeman, that our friend agrees 
with me, in approving the rejedting this 
E e 3 exemption $ 
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exemption ; «s I do with him, in defiling 
that the wants of all men, and particularly 
the clergy iwy fce fupplied. But I ffrink„ 
no argument ca# ;be formed from their ne- 
ceflities, .that any part of 'land fliould be 
fuffered to be m Mortmain : The funds ace 
furely a lefs exceptionable, and more effec- 
;tual, method of anfwering that end. The 
public feems likely to continue fo much 
in debt, as will always give theip a fufli- 
cient opportunity of placing their money at 
intereft, which will raife a greater income 
than they can procure for it by the ptfj> 
chafe of lands ; and befides the preventing 
the evils which are complained of from 
Mortmains, fuch a method would give the 
ftate a fecurity for the fidelity and good 
behaviour of jthofe perfohs, whp have fome- 
times given great caufe of fufpicion. 

I like Mr. Freeman's expedient very 
well, feid Sir Harry. If we niuft have a 
national debt, I had much rather our coun- 
trymen fliould be our creditors than foreign- 
ers ; who might be able, on any occafion, 
to draw large fiims out of the' kingdom, 
and thereby diftrefs the credit of thfe na- 
tion, at a time when it maybe moft wanted. 
But pray what is to be done for the two 
universities ? It feem$ they alfo want to be 
es&empted out of this a<3 : wJiat merit or np» 
ceffity have they to plead, which claims 
fuch an exemption ? 

I P0N*T 
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? I don't know what neceffities they may 

t have, {aid Will Sprightly interrupting him; 

[; I fuppofe they will make them appear to 

i the parliament : But I think they have great 

1 merit for educating our youth mfVbig prifl- 

-cjpfcs* I am glad to hear it, fays Sir Htirry. 
? I ailuxc you, feys ^iV?, they can have no 

other, without they have got them verj 
lately :; for their old Tory ones were burnt ifr 
J3r. Sacheverefs time. Come, conic, &f$ 
r Sir Harrys don't abufe Alma Mater ; htot ts^UL 

E the truly, is your College rich enough to at** 

fwer the ends it was instituted for M. don't 
J know, faid#7//, what ends thofe itaightbe; 

I believe, as far as the education of youth 
is concerned, thfe very plate of the uaiver- 
fity, for you ^muA know every ft udent leaves 
them a handforae piece, would maintain pro* 
ftffors fufficicnt to educate all the gentlemea 
in Europe for this century $ and I think our 
profeflbrs are already pretty well paid for* aU 
the inftmdbns they give. As for thfe fel- 
lows, who take pupils, I think they have % 
confederation for their trouble ; and if their 
fellowfhips were ten times as big* I don't 
believe they would take one houf's more 
pains, or inftrud them one farthing cheapen 
I never could find out why the public 
fliould pay any perfon better for being idle 
than for being employed; nor have I evdf 
heard, why fo many fellowships were te* 
ceflary. If any are not fufficient to, main- 
tain thpfe who have them, I fuppofe they 
Ee 4 r<* 
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are under no obligation to keep them, no 
more than they were to accept them ; nor 
can I fee why the wants of a fellow of a 
college fliould be more regarded by the pub- 
lic than thofe of any other perfon. 

WELL,^faid Dr. Pandeft, we know your 
antipathy to thefe Mortmains -, but will you 
havfc no regard to the cries of the wi- 
dows and orphans that pray for an exemp- 
tion ? I can't help having great compaffion, 
£iid Mr, Freeman, on fo many poor wretches, 
educated to be above labour, who are left 
deftitute not only of every neceflary of life, 
but of the means to acquire them. I have 
certainly great compafiion for them, but 
more for the public, who already feel 
the want of hands, and will much more 
fo as the charities increafe: I think the 
provifions for all kinds of poor, is not only 
a duty, but can advantage to the public; 
and all perfons who are unable to provide 
for their own maintenance, have a juft claim 
to be fupported : but at the fame time it 
ought to be remembered, that the publick 
have a right alfo to the labour of every 
perfon they maintain, and are under an obr 
ligation to make them as ufeful as poflible. 
But as this is a public obligation, what oc- 
casion to take the work out of their hands? 
Why muft that be done by private cha 7 
lities, which ought to be done by a com-? 
pion fund? Or why fliould the direction of 
the pQor be in any hands but thofe of the 
!'■" *' '" • V'"': ftatc? 

# * '• -n i 
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ftate ? 'Tis a maxim, that power ought air- 
ways to be in proportion to property: what 
property have the governors or truftees in 
hofpitals in the lands they hold in mort- 
main ? Thefe eftates give them the fame in- 
jereft in the counties where they lie, as if 
they were their freeholds ; but the real in- 
tereft they have in them is fo fmall, that 
a fmall gratification may tempt them to 
.comply with any fchemes, however preju- 
dicial to the nation. 

I don't think, fays Will Sprightly, thefc 
truftees intereft fo fmall as your friend Free- 
man imagines. I remeipber, when I was 
in France, I heard much of the fathers of 
the mifjion, and found a great zeal for get- 
ting money to propagate their religion in 
foreign parts. I knew Firebrand Tartuffe 
very well, who was at the head of this bu- 
finefs, and knew he, never gave any thing 
himfelf 5 and that he would not fuffer q. 
negro that he had to be chriftened, left 
he ftiould be made free, as he fancy'd the 
law was. Whence. then this zeal for cha- 
rity, and the propagation of religion could 
grow, I could not guefs, till my landlord at 
the inn explained the myftery. Tartuffe, 
fay'd he, had a nephew, who ufed fome- 
jimes to read prayers for pur curate, and the 
young man was fo civil, and fo poor, that 
we all were refolved to fpeak a good word 
for him to his uncle ; who, by the bye, is 
fipt the heft man in the world to his kin* 

dred. 
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dred. His uncle was at laft prevailed on to 
promife to do fbmetfeing for him. So after 
he had made his bows in his uncle's hall, 
dined with his fervarrts as long as die cere- 
monies of our church require, he told our 
young man he had thought of him, 
and that he muft come to him the next 
morning ; which you may be fure he did 
not foil to do. Here, feys he, as foon as 
he faw him, I have provided for you a 
letter to the fathers of the miffion 5 they'll 
take my recommendation, they'll allow you 
a piftole a week till you go abroad 5 'twill 
be bread for you at prefent. Sir, laid the 
young man, I am extremely obliged to you 
for your kindnefs ; but if it was poflible td 
be done, it would be a much greater fa* 
vour to give me any maintenance at home, 
tho* never fo fmall ; for I fear my confti- 
tution is fo weak, that I can't undergo the 
heats of thofe countries where I am to go. 
Why, " fays lartuffe, you don't heed to go 
abroad j they'll give you your allowance 
fix or eight months, to prepare your felf, 
before they will expedt you to go. But, Sir, 
faid our young man, wou*d you think it 
right in me to take their money if I never 
intend to go ? Why, as for that, fays Tar- 
tuffe, if you have any fcruples of gonicience, 
you may refolve to pay them again when 
you fhall be able. Fye, fye, fays Sir Har- 
ry > if you get an unlucky ftory once, it 
muft come out, tbo* by the head and 

fhouldersi} 
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: Shoulders ; but our friend here £hall tdl the 

- d*n Whig of you ; which I have done 

- in obedience to his commands, ^nd am. 

1 

» SIR, 



lour tnojl obedient fer<iwnt> 



NUMB. XLIX. 



To the. OLD WHIG. 

SIR, 

I TO O JC a walk early the other morcir 
ing to fee my friend Sir Harry Englijb* 
in a little retirement which he has purchased 
feme time fince near this town. The frefli- 
n^jfs of the morning, and the beauty the land- 
fikips added to the chearfulnefs which arofe 
from the exefcjfe, gave me fo great a plea- 
fure, that I could not help heartily deibifing 
all the elegant effeminacies and unnatural deli- 
cacies which the great city J left behiod mead- 
mired 
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mired fo much, and greatly pitying the nub- 
Jiy thoufand creatures whom God had made 
reasonable, who, in a few hours, would rife 
to groan away fo fine a day in vain cares 
only to fupply imaginary wants. 

Every objedt which prefented itfeli; fo 
ftrongly combined to direct the mind to 
admire the works of nature, and to reve- 
rence their creator, who had appointed man 
fo beautiful and magnificent an habitation, 
and endow'd him with faculties to fill with 
dignity this part of the creation, that it was 
impoffible to behold, unmoved, this feat of 
folly and luxury, which daily draws fuch 
multitudes from a ftate of innocence and af- 
fluence, to want even the common necef- 
iaries of life; who, whiift they are facri- 
ficing their fortunes and families to the gra- 
tifying their own low vices, or to the imi- 
tating thofe of their betters, are preparing 
themfelves to give up their liberties and re- 
ligion to the firft bidder. 

These thoughts fo totally poflefled my 
mind, that I was got within a few paces 
of my friend before I perceived him. He 
got fight of me in his walk,' and was ad- 
vancing to meet me as faft as two little 
girls which he held one in each hand wouVl 
permit him. My friend, &ys he, you fee I am 
■an old-fafhioned fellow ftill ; you fee I teach 
my giris to rife early, and ufe their legs. 
i won't have my little Whigs lame, nor pale- 
faced, becaufe its the iaihion* and who 

knows 
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knows whether the intereft of the fortune I 
can leave them will afford them a coach: 
if thefe fchemes of lowering intereft take 
effedt, moil of our fine ladies may have 
reafon to wifh they had learn'd to walk 
while they were young. 

The beauty arid chearfulnefs of the 
childrens countenances, the neatnefs and 
fimplicityof their drefs, but above all, the 
little bafhfulnefs with which they made me 
their courtefies, gave me fo much pleafure, 
that I could not help congratulating Sir Harry 
that for one generation more we fhould 
preferve the idea of a true Englijh woman. 

Don't flatter your friend, nor fpoil my 
girls, fkid he, looking on them with an air 
of fondnefs which is peculiar to good minds : 
Go, my dears, faid he to them, get us our 
tea ready, whUft I fhew my friend my gar- 
den. 

But, fays he, it is the height of my am- 
bition to make them fuch as their mother 
was ; and that they may have as little the 
air of foreigners as poffible. I think our 
neighbours the French have made them- 
felves full amends for the injuries we did 
them in the late war, by the fafhions they 
have introduced fince the peace : But fo it 
is, Mr. Freeman, that a perfon of fafhion 
can't be dreffed without fending more mo- 
ney out of the kingdom, than would pay 
them for all the fervices they will do their 
country in their whole lives. You know, 

Sir, 
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Sir, fays he, I content myfelf with the ma- 
nufactures of my ovrti country > my clothes 
grew on my tenants ffieep, and my houfe is 
ftrnifhed with the production of our king- 
doms. 

It is always with great- pleafute that I 
hear my ftierid ; fpeak on thefe fubjefis; fo 
I> endeavoured fo keep up the difcourfe, by 
telling him, that however he might diilike 
the French' fafliions; he followed them in 
this piece of theit policy; for they confine 
themfelver wholly to the ufe of their own 
manufactures; however inferior theirs are to 
thofe df their : neighbours. They d6 fo; fays 
Sir Barry, and' are right- in ity nay* they 
carry the matter fo far, that they won't 
fufler a foreigner to get* farthing aixiongft 
them, if: they think it likely her {hould re- 
turn with it to his own coitntfy*; exfcepthe 
is wanted to improve fome part of their 
manufadtfcre, or feme valuable branch 1 of 
their trade. I have heard an ingenious painter, 
a countryman of ours now living, haa a 
letter de Cachet fent'him, for having -only* 
drawn two portraits at Paris, to order hiitf 
to defift or leave the kingdom* whilft the 
wifdom of our countfy is employed in in- 
viting fidlers and tumblers from all cor- 
ners of the earth to eafe ug of our money; 
as if it was as burdenfome as the debts of 
the nation. As he led me on, in this kind 
of difcoiitfe, towards his houfe, I found 
every field more beautiful. The rows of 

trees 
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trees planted^ round them, and little thick- 
ets interfpers'd, which my> friend had 
filled with thofe flowers that grow in the 
{hade, inriched the landfkip; and diverfi- 
fied our walk in the moft agreeable man- 
ner, and abundantly fupplied the place of a 
garden, which I found my friend had de- 
stroyed, to throw it into a beautiful lawn 
before his houfe. This, fays Sir Harry \ is 
one of the few modern fafhions which I 
approve of: I was long fince tired of what 
was called a garden of pleafure; nothing 
can be long agreeable to a man of any 
tafte, that does not at leafi appear to have 
£ ufe; Clipped hedges and fhorn grafs-plats, 
which was the tafte of the laft age, have 
juftly given* way to thefe rural gardens : I* 
love to fee my fheep feed* at my door. 
Befidesthat, now labour is become of double 
value to what I remember, I could oot 
fatisfy myfelf, to fee half a dozen fellows 
rolling a gravel walk, and trimming a yew 
into a pyramid, whilftmy neighbours want-* 
ed hands to get in their harveft. 

I could not help admiring much the 
elegance of my friend's tafte, who had lefr 
the fine parts of his profped open, but had! 
covered the lefs agreeable ones with the 
greateft diverfity of beautiful plantations. 
He neither hath confined his genius by ob- 
ferving too ftrift' a regularity, nor fhewed 
an affe&ation of totally rejecting it; but 
k feemed as if he rather admitted it in the 

fmaller 



y 



43 2 The Old Whig* N° 49. 

(mailer parts of his defigns than in the larger, 
becaufe it lefs contradicted the poffibility of 
its being a natural production. And I oft 
have heard Sir Harry fay, that to make a 
defign of this kind complete, it ought to be 
almoft imperceptible which parts of it are 
works of art, and which are the natural. 
But I much more admire his conftant at- 
tention to the good of mankind in every 
part of his life ; fo that his fcenes of plea- 
sure are more beneficial to his country, than 
the bufinefs of the greater part of mankind. 
I found the infide of my friend's houfe 
anfwer'd the reft; it "was quite plain, and 
exactly neat : there was neither guilding nor 
carving, but moft judicious proportion in 
every part, and the furniture of the moft 
beautiful fluffs I had ever feen; all which 
he affured me were our own produce. 
Whilft we were drinking tea> Sir Harry en- 
tertained me with his remarks on the bill 
now depending to prevent its being run-, 
he greatly commended the clemency and 
policy of the kgiflature, in pardoning the 
paft offences; and approved the ufe of fe- 
verities againft thofe, who dare to oppofe 
by violence the execution of our laws. But 
he feemed to hint, the ufe of this liquor 
was become fo general, even amongft the 
loweft fort, that a total prohibition of it 
was almoft neceflary. He rejoiced much in 
the paffing of the Mortmain bill, and fpoke 
in favour of the Quakers. He faid, that 

nothing 



hdthmg couH be more demonftrable, tfiait 
that an*eatfy method fhould be appointed for 
the recovery df final! ddbft, bat feemed t<9 
wifii it was a more general relief ; *nd was 
ttratih -dilpleafed tit the fuggeftiori that out 
gentlemen in the -commiffion of die peace 
tvere too partial to do jdffcce j or that iltS 
ckrgy had gamed fo little ufteem among 
them by their behavitrar, as to have -coca* 
*fion to fear that thtey -were pn^odic^iajainA 

TOW/. 

Bv* , laid Sir Marty, how dti our frie*rifc 
the l^ijfenttn tsondud themfelves <finee the 
TiHktr tif the teftf Hete's the erafifman^ te 
indeed, 3»d avoided declaring hitttfelf 4h thehr 
tfavour that we the fooh and dttpes of tni- 
nifttrs^ but that they^ave been fo 111 tried by 
thtem/fhat they tonft tnoW open their eye^and 
joitt With liim in ©ppofingtheir meaTureiSj fxfi 
l hfc, tight w wrong. The<5#^/to?r, of Jkpit 
15. toffies <<hem utoder *etramet>f *n <&:- 
^dhilation, and •flietfcoffly T^.W*$n$>md 
%i^fhe titxt papet *wfih i flMff thte, booths thttti 
*with tm tti&rzfi. I winder how 'fhey %ear 
ihistreaimem^ but parfrcukrly, ttesffelftfti 
^rf *idh n&torkrcs taffities, vifhtdh *fo tflajqy 
teonfidfcra%te -pertbm *df their t>wtt &ody tKte 
tiWe to 'coirtivflicl. 

Tt^ tell^ot^ Sir, faffi*h -fto1ttdm4kbM* 

potwzffoitejfm$ i If 41* tmWfc wotfld 
iRaye *&ocepitu xnctr totvkxs in txdTuircniome 
xmKcs, vKj *vfcn Tvanj to ware tuicnsrgea 

Ei them } 
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them; if they are excufed, the trouble and 
expcnce is faved. Beneficial offices they nei- 
ther expe&ed nor defired ; as they thought 
they could ferve the intereft of liberty, they 
apply'd ; as the legiflature has reje&ed their 
application^ they acquiefce ; they rejoice 
much, that fo confiderable a part of it (hewed 
a friendly difpofition towards them ; they 
approve of the perfons condudt who oppofed 
from principle, they hope that was the cafe 
of all who did oppofe them, and if it was 
hot, they fincerely .pity diem ; and I don't 
question, but they heartily laugh at, and de- 
fpife, the ingenious authors who have beftow- 
ed their labour fo idly, to exafperate or footh 
them, to folfify what they know to be true, 
and aflert what they are able to contradict 

I think with you, faid Sir Barry, the 
Diflenters have more reafon to rejoice than 
be difpirited at their prefent fituation. Their 
views, however they might be miftaken, 
were certainly the promoting the intereft and 
liberty of their country 5 and they will never 
want power to do fo, if they take this op- 
portunity to cultivate union amongft them- 
ielves i and laying by all heat and animofity, 
have regard rather to things than men: they 
cannot be fo weak as to believe, that it is a 
neceflary confequence, that John is an ho- 
neft man, becaufe Thomas is a rogue. I fup- 
pofe the Craft/man. might get that way of 
arguing from two ingenious brothers, each of 
which would perfuade the town they had got 
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a metal which a6hjally refcmbled gold, be- 
cgufe their brother's was not at all like it. 

For my part, laid I, as far as I have op-i 
portunity, I fliall recommend to them calm- 
nefs and unanimity, as the only means of 
being ufeful to their country, and fuccefsful 
in their undertakings ; and I don't queftion, 
but a fit time, a propel time will come to 
apply to the legiflature for whatever (hall 
be juft and reifonable. But at the fame! 
time I muft put them in mind, that the! 
warmeft gratitude is due to thofe who de- 
fpifed all discouragements which flood ill 
the way of truth and virtue. "Tis meil 
who fly from power, not thofe who feek it* 
Whom we taay fafely truft; 

Were I to Write on this occafion, faid 
Sir Harry y I would put the Diflenters in mind 
of the parable of the trees defiring a king y 
they faia to the vine, Cotrie thsudndrUleovef 
us ; but the vine faid, Shall I leave my wind 
that makes glad the hearts of gods and men y to 
come and rule over the trees ? And they re- 
ceived the like anfwer from the olive; but 
the bramble rfloft readily took pa him the 
office ; wherefore, fays the book, Fire Jhalt 
come out of the bramble % and confume the ce~ 
dars which are in Lebanon. 

As I went home, I found it wa§ much 
more eafy to find the bramble than the' 
*uine or olina ; but I thought* if fuch therd 
wei-e* 1 I fhould find then} libelled by the! 
Wits of the age* and therefore I rcfolved id 
Ff a teofc 
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lode over all the papers of that kind which 
I had collected; oat to my great regret, I 
find I want the Daily Coufanf of the 16th of 
■April, 1735? which, if you can help me 
to, you wiu oblige, 

S I R, 

Iter's, 

W. Freeman 



End of the Fifft Vdbtun*. 
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